© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2534

By Senator Argenzi ano

3-971A-05
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to water nanagenent; creating
the Citrus/Hernando Wat erways Restoration
Counci |l ; providing for nmenbership, powers, and
duties; providing for separate county task
forces; providing for a report to the
Legi sl ature; providing for an advisory group to
the council; requiring the Southwest Florida
Wat er Managenent District to act as |lead entity
for the purpose of providing staff and
adm ni strative support for the council
providing for a Citrus/Hernando WAt erways
restoration program providing an effective

dat e.

WHEREAS, the waterways of Citrus and Hernando Counties
are of historic, hydrol ogical, and ecol ogical significance,
and

WHEREAS, nost of these Citrus/Hernando waterways are
Qutstanding Florida Waterways or are in the application
process, and

WHEREAS, the Citrus/Hernando wat erways are pl agued by
fluctuating water |evels and sedinentation increasing nitrate
| evel s and sand novenent causi ng bl ockage of natural springs
and excessive growh of aquatic plants, which are degradi ng
their water quality and recreational value, and

WHEREAS, despite their current problens, the
Ci trus/ Hernando wat erways continue to provide wildlife habitat
for fish, birds, and ganme and offer recreational opportunities
for the residents of Citrus and Hernando Counties and visitors
to the area, and
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WHEREAS, the renewabl e econom ¢ potential of the
Citrus/ Hernando waterways is significant, and

WHEREAS, the Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent
District and the Fish and WIdlife Conservation Conmmi ssion
along with other state, regional, and | ocal entities, have
devel oped proposals to restore portions of the Citrus/Hernando

wat er ways, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Citrus/Hernando Waterways Restoration

Council . --

(1) There is created within the Wthl acoochee and

Coastal Rivers Basin Boards of the Southwest Florida Water

Managenent District a council to be known as the

Citrus/ Hernando WAt erways Restoration Council. The counci

shall be coordi nated by representatives of the follow ng

agencies: the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Comm ssion, the

Departnment _of Environnental Protection, and the Sout hwest

Fl ori da Water Managenent District. The council is subject to

chapters 119 and 120, Florida Statutes.

(2) Menbers of the council shall consist of 14 voting

nenbers with seven appointed by the President of the Senate

and seven appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives. The council shall consist of representatives

as follows:

a. Two waterfront property owners from each county,

one fromthe east side of the county and one fromthe west

side of the county.

b. An attorney fromeach county.
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c. A nmenber of the Board of Directors of the Chanber

of Commerce from each county.

d. An environnental engineer from each county.

e. An engineer from each county.

f. A person fromeach county with training in biology

or _another scientific discipline.

(3) The council nenbers from each county shall form

two separate county task forces fromthe council to review and

make recommendations on all waterways. The Hernando County

Task Force shall develop plans for the restoration of al

wat erways in Hernando County. The Citrus County Task Force

shall develop plans for the restoration of all waterways in

Citrus County.

(4) There shall be a technical advisory group to the

council and the two county task forces which shall consist of

one representative each fromthe Southwest Florida Water

Managenent District, the Departnment of Environnenta

Protection, the Departnent of Transportation, the Fish and

Wldlife Conservation Comm ssion, the Coastal Rivers Basin

Board, the Wthlacoochee River Basin Board, the United States

Arny Corps of Engineers, and the county departnent of public

works, each of whom shall be appointed by his or her

respective agency, and each of whom with the exception of the

representatives fromthe Wthlacoochee River Basin Board and

Coastal Rivers Basin Board, shall have had training in biology

or _another scientific discipline.

(5) Each nenber shall be appointed to a 4-year term

| medi ately after appointnent, the council shall neet and

organi ze by electing a chair, a vice chair, and a secretary,

whose terns shall be for 2 vears each. Council officers may

not serve consecutive terns. Each council nenber shall be a
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voting menber. Additionally, the two county task forces shal

elect a chair and a secretary whose terns _shall be for 2 vears

each.

(6) The council or the county task forces shall neet

at_the call of its chair, at the request of six of its

nenbers, or _at the request of the chair of the governing board

of the Sout hwest Florida Water Managenment District.

(7) The council shall have the powers and duties to:

(a) Review audits and all data specifically related to

| ake and river restoration technigues and sport fish

popul ation recovery strategies, including data and strategies

for shoreline restoration, sand and other sedi nent control and

renpval , exotic species nmanagenent, floating tussock

nmanagenent or renoval ., navigation, water quality, and fish and

wildlife habitat inprovenent, particularly as they nmay apply

to the Citrus/Hernando wat erways.

(b) Evaluate whether additional studies are needed.

(c) Explore all possible sources of funding to conduct

the restoration activities.

(d) Report to the President of the Senate and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives before Novenber 25 of

each yvear on the progress of the Citrus/Hernando Waterways

restoration program and any reconmmendations for the next

fiscal year.

(8) The Sout hwest Fl orida Water Managenent District

shall act as lead entity for the purpose of providing staff

and admi nistrative support to assist the council in carrying

out the provisions of this act.

(9) Menbers of the council shall receive no

conpensation for their services, but are entitled to be

rei nbursed for per diemand travel expenses incurred during
4

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2534
3-971A-05

1| execution of their official duties, as provided in section

2| 112.061, Florida Statutes. State and federal agencies are

3| responsible for the per diemand travel expenses of their

4| respective appointees to the council and the Southwest Florida
5| Water Managenent District is responsible for per diem and

6| travel expenses of other appointees to the council

7 Section 2. The Citrus/Hernando Waterways restoration
8| program - -

9 (1) The Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conm ssion and
10| the Southwest Florida Water Managenent District, in

11| conjunction with the Departnent of Environmental Protection
12| pertinent |ocal governnents, and the Citrus/Hernando WAterways
13| Restoration Council, shall review existing restoration

14| proposals to deternine which ones are the nost environnmentally
15| sound and econonically feasible nethods of inproving the fish
16| and wildlife habitat and natural systens of the

17| Citrus/Hernando wat erways.

18 (2) To initiate the Citrus/Hernando Waterways

19| restoration programrecomended by the Citrus/Hernando

20| Waterways Restoration Council, the Fish and Wlidlife

21| Conservation Conmi ssion, with assistance fromthe Southwest

22| Elorida Water Managenent District and in consultation and by
23| agreenment with the Departnment of Environnental Protection and
24| pertinent |local governments, shall develop tasks to be

25| considered by those entities for the enhancenent of fish and
26| wildlife habitat. These tasks shall include the foll ow ng:

27 (a) An evaluation of different nethodol ogies for

28| removing the extensive tussocks and buildup of organic matter
29| along the shoreline and of the aquatic vegetation in the |ake.
30 (b) The conduct of any additional studies as required
31| by the Citrus/Hernando Waterways Restoration Council
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1 (3) Contingent on the Legislature's appropriating
2| funds for the G trus/Hernando Waterways restoration program
3| and in conjunction with financial participation by the Federa
4| Governnent and other state and |ocal governnments, the
5| appropriate agencies shall, through conpetitive bid, award
6| contracts to inplement the activities of the Citrus/Hernando
7| Waterways restorati on program
8 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
9| I aw.
10
11 e
12 SENATE SUMVARY
13 Creates the Citrus/Hernando Wat erways Restoration
Council. Provides duties and powers. Creates an advisory
14 group to the council. Establishes the Citrus/Hernando
Wat erways restoration program and authorizes the Fish and
15 W1 dlife Conservation Conmi ssion and Sout hwest Fl orida
Wat er Managenent District, in conjunction with the
16 Department of Environmental Protection, to deveIoB t asks
necessary to initiate the program as recomrended by the
17 council. (See bill for details.)
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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