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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/SB 2646
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Zapata offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnment to Anendnent (751873)
Renmove |ines 150-556 and insert:
b. Nane and phot ograph of each of the firm s | obbyists.

2. For each principal represented by one or nore of the

firms | obbyists, the conpensation report shall include the:

a. Full nane, business address, and tel ephone nunber of

t he principal;

b. Total conpensation for |obbying in this state provided

or owed to the | obbying firmfor the reporting period, reported

in one of the following categories: $0; |less than $25, 000;
$25,001 to $50,000; 50,001 to $75,000; $75,001 to $100, 000;
$100, 001 to $125,000; $125,001 to $150,000; $150,001 or nore. If
the category "$150,001 or nore" is selected, the specific dollar
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anount of conpensation nust be reported, rounded up or down to
t he nearest $1, 000; and

c. If the |obbying firmis reporting conpensation

resulting froma subcontracting agreenent with anot her | obbyi ng

firm the full nanme and busi ness address of the principal

originating the | obbyi ng work.

3. The senior partner, officer, or owner of the | obbying

firmshall certify to the veracity and conpl eteness of the

informati on submtted pursuant to this paragraph.

(e)fe)y For each reporting period the division shal
aggregate the expenditures reported by all of the |obbyists for
a principal represented by nore than one | obbyist. Further, the
di vision shall aggregate figures that provide a cunul ative total
of expenditures reported as spent by and on behal f of each

principal for the cal endar year. For each principal represented

by nore than one | obbying firm the division shall also

aggregate the reporting-period conpensation reported as provided

or owed by the principal.

(f)€e) The conpensation and expenditure reporting

statenents shall be filed no later than 45 days after the end of
each the reporting period. The first report shall include the
conpensation and expenditures for the period from January 1

t hrough June 30. The second report shall disclose expenditures
for the period fromJuly 1 through Decenber 31. The statenents
shall be rendered in the identical formprovided by the

respective houses and shall be open to public inspection.
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Reporting statenents nmay be filed by el ectronic nmeans, when
f easi bl e.

(9)H Each house of the Legislature shall provide by
rule, or both houses may provide by joint rule, a procedure by

which a | obbying firmor | obbyist who fails totinely file a

report shall be notified and assessed fines. The rule shal
provide for the foll ow ng:

1. Upon determning that the report is late, the person
designated to review the tineliness of reports shall imediately

notify the | obbying firmor |obbyist as to the failure to tinely

file the report and that a fine is being assessed for each |ate
day. The fine shall be $50 per day per report for each | ate day,
not to exceed $5, 000 per report.

2. Upon receipt of the report, the person designated to
review the tinmeliness of reports shall determ ne the anmount of
the fine due based upon the earliest of the follow ng:

a. Wen a report is actually received by the | obbyi st

regi stration and reporting office.
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b. When the report is postmarked.

c. Wen the certificate of nmailing is dated.

d. Wen the receipt froman established courier conpany is
dat ed.

3. Such fine shall be paid within 30 days after the notice
of paynent due is transmtted by the Lobbyist Registration
O fice, unless appeal is made to the division. The noneys shal
be deposited into the Legislative Lobbyist Registration Trust
Fund.

4. A fine shall not be assessed agai nst a | obbying firmor

| obbyi st the first time any reports for which the | obbying firm

or | obbyist is responsible are not tinely filed. However, to

receive the one-tinme fine waiver, all reports for which the

| obbying firmor |obbyist is responsible nust be filed within 30

days after notice that any reports have not been tinely filed is
transmtted by the Lobbyist Registration Ofice. A fine shall be
assessed for any subsequent |ate-filed reports.

5. Any |obbying firmor |obbyist nmay appeal or dispute a

fine, based upon unusual circunstances surrounding the failure
to file on the designated due date, and may request and shall be
entitled to a hearing before the General Counsel of the Ofice
of Legislative Services, who shall recomend to the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, or
their respective designees, that the fine be waived in whole or
in part for good cause shown. The President of the Senate and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, or their respective

desi gnees, may concur in the recomendation and wai ve the fine
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in whole or in part. Any such request shall be nmade within 30
days after the notice of paynent due is transmtted by the

Lobbyi st Registration Ofice. 1In such case, the | obbying firm

or | obbyist shall, within the 30-day period, notify the person
designated to review the tineliness of reports in witing of his
or her intention to request a hearing.

6. A | obbyi st —a—toebbyst—stegal+representative~ or the
princi pal of a | obbyist may request that the filing of an
expenditure report be wai ved upon good cause shown, based on

unusual circunmstances. A lobbying firmmy request that the

filing of a conpensation report be waived upon good cause shown,

based on unusual circunstances. The request nmust be filed with

the General Counsel of the Ofice of Legislative Services, who
shal | nmake a recommendati on concerning the wai ver request to the
Presi dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives may grant or deny the request.

7. The registration of a |obbyist who fails to tinely pay
a fineis automatically suspended until the fine is paid or

wai ved. All | obbyist registrations for |obbyists who are

partners, owners, officers, or enployees of a | obbying firmthat

fails to tinely pay a fine are automatically suspended until the

fine is paid or waived; the division shall pronptly notify al

affected principals of any suspensi on or reinstatenent.

8.4 The person designated to review the tineliness of
reports shall notify the director of the division of the failure

of a |l obbying firmor |obbyist to file a report after notice or
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of the failure of a |obbying firmor |obbyist to pay the fine

i nposed.
(4)(a) Notwithstanding s. 112.3148, s. 112.3149, or any

ot her provision of lawto the contrary, no | obbyi st or principal

shall make, directly or indirectly, and no nenber or enpl oyee of

the Legislature shall knowi ngly accept, directly or indirectly,

any | obbyi ng expenditure, except for:

1. Food and beverages:

a. Consuned at a single sitting or neal;

b. Paid for solely by |obbyists or principals who are

present for the duration of the sitting or neal;

c. Were the actual value attributable to nenbers and

enpl oyees of the Legislature is determ nable;

d. Provided that the actual gross value attributable to a

nmenber or enpl oyee of the Legislature fromall |obbyists and

principals paying for the food and beverages, including any

val ue attributabl e pursuant to paragraph (b), does not exceed
$100.

2. Novelty itens having an individual retail value of $25

or less provided to nenbers of the Senate or House of

Representatives during any regul ar or special session, or

provi ded during any week during which the Senate or House has

schedul ed committee neetings. Such novelty itens nay al so be

distributed to the staff of either or both houses, subject to

the sane timng constraints.
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(b) The value of any food and beverages provided to a

spouse or child of a nenber or enpl oyee of the Legi sl ature shal

be attributed to the nmenber or enpl oyee, as appropriate.

(c) No principal shall provide conpensati on for | obbying

to any individual or business entity that is not a | obbying

firm

(5)4)r Each house of the Legislature shall provide by rule
a procedure by which a person, when in doubt about the
applicability and interpretation of this section in a particul ar
context, may submt in witing the facts for an advisory opinion
to the commttee of either house and may appear in person before
the coonmttee. The rule shall provide a procedure by which:

(a) The commttee shall render advisory opinions to any
person who seeks advice as to whether the facts in a particular
case woul d constitute a violation of this section.

(b) The commttee shall make sufficient deletions to
prevent disclosing the identity of persons in the decisions or
opi ni ons.

(c) Al advisory opinions of the commttee shall be
nunber ed, dated, and open to public inspection.

(6) 65> Each house of the Legislature shall provide by rule
for keeping keep all advisory opinions of the commttees

relating to | obbying firns, |obbyists, and | obbying activities. -
as—well—as The rule shall also provide that each house keep a

current list of registered | obbyists and their respective

reports required under this section, along with reports required
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of lobbying firms under this section, all of which shall be open

for public inspection.

(7)66)> Each house of the Legislature shall provide by rule
that the commttee of either house shal- investigate any
| obbying firmor |obbyist persen—engagedinltegislative lobbying
upon receipt of a sworn conplaint alleging a violation of this
section, s. 112.3148, or s. 112.3149 by such person. Such
proceedi ngs shall be conducted pursuant to the rules of the

respective houses. If the commttee finds that there has been a
violation of this section, s. 112.3148, or s. 112.3149, it shall
report its findings to the President of the Senate or the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, as appropriate,
together with a recomended penalty, to include a fine of not
nore than $5, 000, reprimand, censure, probation, or prohibition
from | obbying for a period of tine not to exceed 24 nonths. Upon
the recei pt of such report, the President of the Senate or the
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall cause the
commttee report and recommendati ons to be brought before the
respective house and a final determ nation shall be nade by a
maj ority of said house.

(8)AH Any person required to be registered or to provide
i nformati on pursuant to this section or pursuant to rules
established in conformty with this section who knowngly fails
to disclose any material fact required by this section or by
rules established in conformty with this section, or who
knowi ngly provides false informati on on any report required by

this section or by rules established in conformty with this
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section, comrits a noncrimnal infraction, punishable by a fine
not to exceed $5,000. Such penalty shall be in addition to any
ot her penalty assessed by a house of the Legislature pursuant to
subsection (7) (6).

(9)8) There is hereby created the Legislative Lobbyi st
Regi stration Trust Fund, to be used for the purpose of funding
any office established for the adm nistration of the
regi stration of |obbyist |obbying the Legislature, including the
paynent of sal aries and ot her expenses, and for the purpose of
payi ng the expenses incurred by the Legislature in providing
services to |lobbyists. The trust fund is not subject to the
service charge to general revenue provisions of chapter 215.
Fees coll ected pursuant to rules established in accordance with
subsection (2) shall be deposited into the Legislative Lobbyi st
Regi stration Trust Fund.

Section 2. Effective August 1, 2006, section 11.0455,
Florida Statutes, is created to read:

11.0455 Electronic filing of conpensation and expenditure

reports.--

(1) As used in this section, the term"electronic filing

systent neans an Internet systemfor recording and reporting

| obbyi ng conpensati on, expenditures, and other required

i nformati on by reporting peri od.

(2) Each | obbying firmor | obbyist who is required to file

reports with the Division of Legislative Infornmation Services

pursuant to s. 11.045 nust file such reports with the division

by nmeans of the division's electronic filing system
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(3) A report filed pursuant to this section nust be

conpleted and filed through the electronic filing system not
later than 11:59 p.m of the day designated in s. 11.045. A
report not filed by 11:59 p.m of the day designated is a | ate-

filed report and is subject to the penalties under s. 11.045(3).

(4) Each report filed pursuant to this section is

considered to be certified to the best of the filer's know edge

as accurate and conplete by the | obbyist, the | obbying firm or

t he desi gnhated | obbyi st and principal, whichever is applicable,

and such persons are subject to the provisions of s. 11.045(7)

and s. 11.045(8). Persons given a secure sign-on to the

el ectronic filing systemare responsible for protecting it from

di scl osure and are responsible for all filings using such

credentials, unless they have notified the division that their

credentials have been conprom sed.

(5) The electronic filing system devel oped by the division

must :

(a) Be based on access by neans of the Internet.

(b) Be accessible by anyone with |Internet access using

standard web-browsi ng software.

(c) Provide for direct entry of conpensation-report and

expendi ture-report information as well as upl oad of such

information from software authorized by the division.

(d) Provide a nmethod that prevents unauthorized access to

el ectronic filing systemfunctions.

(6) Each house of the Legislature shall provide by rule,

or may provide by a joint rule adopted by both houses,
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procedures to inplenent and adm nister this section, including,

but not limted to:

(a) Alternate filing procedures in case the division's

electronic filing systemis not operable.

(b) The issuance of an electronic receipt to the person

submtting the report indicating and verifying the date and tine

that the report was fil ed.

(7) Each house of the Legislature shall provide by rule

that the division nmake all the data filed avail able on the

Internet in an easily understood and accessible format. The

I nternet website shall also include, but not be limted to, the

nanmes and busi ness addresses of |obbyists, |obbying firns, and

principals, the affiliations between |obbyists and principals.
Section 3. Section 112.3215, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:
112. 3215 Lobbyi ng Lebbyists before the executive branch or
the Constitution Revision Conmm ssion; registration and

reporting; investigation by conmm ssion.--

(1) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Agency" neans the Governor, CGovernor and Cabi net, or
any departnent, division, bureau, board, comm ssion, or
authority of the executive branch. |In addition, "agency" shal
nmean the Constitution Revision Conmm ssion as provided by s. 2,
Art. Xl of the State Constitution.

(b) "Conpensation" neans a paynent, distribution, |oan,

advance, rei nbursenent, deposit, salary, fee, retainer, or
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anyt hing of value provided or owed to a |obbying firm directly

or indirectly, by a principal.

(c)b)y "Expenditure" neans a paynent, distribution, |oan,
advance, reinbursenent, deposit, or anything of value nmade by a
| obbyi st or principal for the purpose of |obbying. A

contribution nade to a political party requl ated under chapter

103 is not deened an expenditure for purposes of this section.
(d)e)» "Fund" neans the Executive Branch Lobby

Regi stration Trust Fund.
(e)l. (&) "Lobbies" neans seeking, on behalf of another

person, to influence an agency with respect to a decision of the

agency in the area of policy or procurenent or an attenpt to
obtain the goodw I | of an agency official or enployee.

"Lobbi es" al so neans influencing or attenpting to influence, on
behal f of another, the Constitution Revision Conm ssion's action
or nonaction through oral or witten comuni cation or an attenpt
to obtain the goodwi || of a nmenber or enployee of the
Constitution Revision Conm ssion.

2. Food and beverages paid for or provided, directly or

indirectly, by a |obbyist or principal to, or for the benefit

of , an agency official or enployee or a nenber or enpl oyee of

the Constitution Revision Conmi ssion is deened an attenpt to

obtai n such person's goodwi || unless the | obbyist or principa

is the person's parent, spouse, child, or sibling.

(f) "Lobbying firm neans a business entity, including an

i ndi vi dual contract | obbyist, that receives or becones entitled

to receive any conpensation for the purpose of | obbying, where
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any partner, owner, officer, or enployee of the business entity

is a |l obbyist.

(g)¢e) "Lobbyist" neans a person who is enpl oyed and
recei ves paynent, or who contracts for econom c consideration,
for the purpose of |obbying, or a person who is principally
enpl oyed for governnental affairs by another person or
governnmental entity to | obby on behalf of that other person or
governnmental entity. "Lobbyist" does not include a person who
is:

1. An attorney, or any person, who represents a client in
a judicial proceeding or in a formal adm nistrative proceedi ng
conducted pursuant to chapter 120 or any other formal hearing
bef ore an agency, board, commi ssion, or authority of this state.

2. An enpl oyee of an agency or of a |egislative or
judicial branch entity acting in the normal course of his or her
duti es.

3. A confidential informant who is providing, or wishes to
provi de, confidential information to be used for |aw enforcenent
pur poses.

4. A person who | obbies to procure a contract pursuant to
chapter 287 which contract is less than the threshold for
CATEGORY ONE as provided in s. 287.017(1)(a).

(h)& "Principal" nmeans the person, firm corporation, or
ot her entity which has enpl oyed or retai ned a | obbyist,

i ncluding a |l obbying firmthat subcontracts work.

(2) The Executive Branch Lobby Registration Trust Fund is
hereby created within the comm ssion to be used for the purpose
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of funding any office established to adm nister the registration
of | obbyi sts | obbying an agency, including the paynent of
sal ari es and ot her expenses. The trust fund is not subject to
the service charge to CGeneral Revenue provisions of chapter 215.
Al'l annual registration fees collected pursuant to this section
shall be deposited into such fund.

(3) A person may not | obby an agency until such person has
regi stered as a | obbyist with the comm ssion. Such registration
shall be due upon initially being retained to | obby and is
renewabl e on a cal endar year basis thereafter. Upon registration
t he person shall provide a statenent signed by the principal or
principal's representative that the registrant is authorized to
represent the principal. The registration shall require each the
| obbyi st to disclose, under oath, the follow ng informtion:

(a) Nanme and busi ness address;

(b) The name and busi ness address of each principal
represent ed;

(c) His or her area of interest;

(d) The agenci es before which he or she will appear; and

(e) The existence of any direct or indirect business
associ ation, partnership, or financial relationship with any
enpl oyee of an agency with which he or she | obbies, or intends
to | obby, as disclosed in the registration.

(4) The annual | obbyist registration fee shall be set by
the commission by rule, not to exceed $40 for each princi pal

repr esent ed.
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(5)(a) A registered |obbyist nust also submt to the
conmm ssion, biannually, a signed expenditure report summari zing
all | obbying expenditures by the | obbyist and the principal for
each 6-nonth period during any portion of which the | obbyist is
registered. All expenditures made by the | obbyist and the
princi pal for the purpose of |obbying nust be reported.
Reporting of expenditures shall be on an accrual basis. The
report of such expenditures nust identify whether the
expenditure was nade directly by the | obbyist, directly by the
principal, initiated or expended by the | obbyist and paid for by
the principal, or initiated or expended by the principal and
paid for by the | obbyist. The principal is responsible for the
accuracy of the expenditures reported as | obbyi ng expenditures
made by the principal. The | obbyist is responsible for the
accuracy of the expenditures reported as | obbying expenditures
made by the | obbyist. Expenditures nade nust be reported in the
aggregate in either the category "food and beverages" or
"novelty itens." by -the category of the expenditure—ineluding:-
I i I 4 : ¢ food | ’

publ-cati-ens—travel—andtodgi-ng— Lobby expenditures do not

include a | obbyist's or principal's salary, office expenses, and

per sonal expenses for |odging, neals, and travel.

(b) A principal who is represented by two or nore
| obbyi sts shall designate one | obbyi st whose expenditure report
shall include all |obbying expenditures made directly by the

princi pal and those expenditures of the designated | obbyist on
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behal f of that principal as required by paragraph (a). Al other
| obbyi sts registered to represent that principal shall file a
report pursuant to paragraph (a). The report of | obbying
expendi tures by the principal shall be nmade pursuant to the
requi rements of paragraph (a). The principal is responsible for
the accuracy of figures reported by the designated | obbyist as
| obbyi ng expenditures nmade directly by the principal. The
desi gnat ed | obbyi st is responsible for the accuracy of the
figures reported as | obbying expenditures nmade by that | obbyist.

(c)1l. Each | obbyist, including a designated | obbyi st,

shall identify on the expenditure report all general areas of

the principal's |obbying interest that were | obbied during the

reporting period.

2. For each general area of | obbying interest designat ed,

the | obbyi st shall provide a detailed witten description of al

specific issues | obbied within the general area.

(d)1. Each | obbying firmshall file a conpensation

statenent with the conm ssion for each reporting period during

any portion of which one or nore of the firm s | obbyists were

registered to represent a principal. The report shall include
t he:

a. Full nanme, business address, and tel ephone nunber of

the | obbying firm and

b. Nane and phot ograph of each of the firnl s | obbyists.
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