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1 Senate Resolution No.
2 A resolution expressing regret at the death of
3 Senator Wlliam G "Bill" Bankhead
4
5 WHEREAS, the Florida Senate, with deep regret, was
6| informed of the untinely death of former Senator Bil
7| Bankhead, and
8 VWHEREAS, Senator Bankhead served with distinction in
9| the Florida Senate from 1988 until 1999, when he was appoi nted
10| by Governor Jeb Bush to head the Departnment of Juvenile
11| Justice, and
12 WHEREAS, it is npst appropriate that the Florida Senate
13| commenorate the passing of one of its former nenbers who
14| served his district and the State of Florida so admrably,
15| NOW THEREFORE
16
17| Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
18
19 That this |egislative body does pause in its
20| deliberations to pay its respects to the |late Senator WIlIliam
21| G "Bill" Bankhead and that the Florida Senate, in session
22| assenbl ed, does record this testinonial of esteem and
23| bereavenent:
24 I N MEMORI AM
25 W LLIAM G "BILL" BANKHEAD
26 Bi Il Bankhead was born in Americus, Georgia, in 1941
27| moved with his family to Florida as a child, graduated from
28| Engl ewood Hi gh School in Jacksonville, and earned a Business
29| Administration Degree fromthe University of Florida in 1963.
30| Followi ng graduation, Bill Bankhead went to work for Stockton
31| Whatley, Davin & Co., and in 1969 joined the real estate
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di vi sion of what is now CSX Transportation. His involvenent in
civic organi zations, such as the Jaycees, laid the foundation
for his political career, and Bill Bankhead was recently
honored at the Duval County Republican Party's annual Lincoln
Day di nner as only the second recipient of the Don Brewer
Excel |l ence Award, which he received for helping to build the
| ocal Republican Party. In 1978 Bill Bankhead was first

el ected to the Florida House of Representatives, replacing
Ander Crenshaw as the | one Republican from Jacksonville in the
Duval County Legislative Del egation. After serving five
successful and productive terns in the House of
Representatives, Bill Bankhead was el ected to the Florida
Senate in 1988, where he quickly gained a reputation for
diligence and attention to detail, |eading one Senator to
quip, "If there was a piece of legislation you didn't

under stand, you would say 'Let's ask Bankhead, he actually
reads all the bills.'" Through dedi cated hard work, Senator
Bankhead becane a | eading expert on health and social issues
and during his years in the Senate was one of the chief
architects in creating the Departnment of Juvenile Justice.
Senat or Bankhead's know edge of the Juvenile Justice system

| ed Governor Bush to appoint himto | ead that agency in 1999.
Secretary Bankhead spent the renmmining years of his life as
agency head and brought about nunerous accol ades for efforts
resulting in increased efficiency and |ower crinme rates while

at the sane tinme inproving the lives of young people in this

state. Senator Bill Bankhead is survived by his wi fe Diana,
his children Wlliam G, Ill and Brooke, and his nother Enid
Bankhead.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution,
signed by the President of the Senate, with the Seal of the
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Senate affixed, be transmitted to Ms. Diana O Qui nn Bankhead,
wi dow of Senator Bill Bankhead, as a tangi ble token of the
sentiments expressed in this resolution and as a | asting

symbol of the respect of the nenbers of the Florida Senate.
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