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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 ( NP) SB 30
By Senator Siplin

19- 99- 05
A Dbill to be entitled
An act relating to Pol k County; providing for
the relief of Donna Sofka for injuries
sust ai ned due to the negligence of Pol k County;
provi ding for an appropriation; providing an

effective date.

VWHEREAS, on Decenber 28, 1988, Donna Sof ka was invol ved
in a vehicular accident that |eft her a quadriplegic, and

WHEREAS, on that date, Ms. Sof ka was driving her car
westward on East Lanp Post Lane north of Lakel and, where East
Post Lane nmeets Od Polk City Road at the crest of a smal
hill, and

WHEREAS, East Lanp Post Lane had recently been extended
past Od Polk City Road into a relatively new road named West
Lanp Post Lane, but there was no stop sign or other marking
denoting the intersection, and

WHEREAS, despite Pol k County's know edge that recent
construction in the area had created a four-way intersection
and essentially a "through" street, traffic-control devices
had not been installed at the tine of the accident, and

WHEREAS, suit was fil ed against various defendants,
i ncludi ng Pol k County, and, at trial, unrebutted testinony
established that the creation of the four-way intersection
created a dangerous condition, and

WHEREAS, Pol k County's own traffic-sign foreman
concurred that the intersection was dangerous, and the nanua
used by the county clearly indicated that traffic contro
devi ces were needed at the intersection, and

WHEREAS, the jury agreed and awarded Donna Sof ka $6.5
mllion in damages, in accordance with the degree of
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1| responsibility for the accident attributed to the county,

2| which was 77 percent, and

3 WHEREAS, after years of appeals and a new trial, a

4| Stipulated Final Judgnent in the ampunt of $600, 000 agai nst
5| the county was entered into by the parties, NON THEREFORE
6

7| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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9 Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this
10| act are found and declared to be true.

11 Section 2. Polk County is authorized and directed to
12| appropriate fromfunds of the county not otherw se

13| appropriated and to draw a warrant in the ampunt of $600, 000
14| payable to Donna Sofka, as conpensation for injuries and

15| danmmges sustained as a result of the negligence of Polk

16| County.

17 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
18| I aw.
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