F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0359 2005
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to automated external defibrillators in
3 | aw enf orcenment vehicles; providing |egislative findings
4 and intent; providing definitions; requiring the
5 Departnment of Law Enforcenment to adm nister a grant
6 programto fund the placenent of automated external
7 defibrillators in | aw enforcement vehicles; requiring a
8 | aw enf orcenent agency to provide matchi ng funds when
9 maki ng a grant request; providing an exception; providing
10 for priority consideration for certain applications;
11 requiring the departnent to adopt rules; providing an
12 appropriation; providing for adm nistrative costs;
13 provi ding for unused funds to be carried over for a
14 speci fied period; providing an effective date.
15
16 VWHEREAS, automated external defibrillators (AEDs) have
17| saved numerous lives in Florida from sudden cardiac arrest, and
18 WHEREAS, currently only 5 percent of sudden cardi ac arrest
19| victinms survive, and
20 WHEREAS, early defibrillation is critical in saving lives
21| from sudden cardiac arrest, and
22 WHEREAS, a victim of sudden cardiac arrest who is not
23| defibrillated within 8 to 10 mnutes has little chance of
24| survival, and
25 WHEREAS, even the best energency nedical services systens
26| are often not able to respond to victinms of sudden cardiac
27| arrest within the necessary 4 mnutes after coll apse, and
28 WHEREAS, | aw enforcenent officers who have been equi pped
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29| with AEDs in their cars have saved lives, and

30 WHEREAS, | aw enforcenment officers are frequently first on
31| the scene in an energency nedical situation, and

32 VWHEREAS, communities have greater nunbers of |aw

33| enforcenment officers than energency nedi cal service personnel,
34| and

35 WHEREAS, victins of sudden cardiac arrest have a greater
36| chance of survival in comunities where | aw enforcenent officers
37| are equipped with AEDs, and

38 WHEREAS, AEDs allow trained lay rescuers to quickly and
39| safely deliver defibrillation before enmergency nedi cal service
40| personnel can arrive, and

41 WHEREAS, | aw enforcenent officers are continuously on

42| patrol and are poised to respond i mmedi ately to energencies, and

43 WHEREAS, equi pping | aw enforcenent vehicles with AEDs can
44| save lives, NON THEREFORE,
45

46| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
47

48 Section 1. (1)(a) The Legislature finds that placing

49| autonated external defibrillators (AEDs) in | aw enforcenent

50| vehicles wll save lives.

51 (b) The Legislature further finds that |aw enforcenent

52| officers have an established public role as guardi ans of public

53| safety and are in a unique position to help reduce death from

54| sudden cardiac arrest. Therefore, the Legislature intends to

55| pronbte and encourage | aw enforcenent agencies to equip their
56| vehicles with AEDs.
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57 (2) As used in this section, the term
58 (a) "AED' neans an automated external defibrillator.
59 (b) "Departnment" nmeans the Departnent of Law Enforcenent.
60 (c) "Law enforcenent agency" nmeans any | aw enforcenment

61| service provider, including a nmunicipal police departnent, a

62| county sheriff's office, and the Florida H ghway Patrol .

63 (d) "Law enforcenent vehicle" neans any marked or unmarked

64| autonobile used by a | aw enforcenent agency to serve the

65| community or patrol a specific area.

66 (3) The departnent shall adm nister a grant programto

67| provide funds to | aw enforcenent agencies for the purpose of

68| placing AEDs in | aw enforcenent vehicl es.

69 (4)(a) A law enforcenent agency shall provide matching

70| funds of at |east 25 percent in order to be considered for

71| funding when naking a grant request.

72 (b) A law enforcenent agency that serves a rural conmunity
73| as defined in s. 288.0656, Florida Statutes, which requests a

74| grant is not required to provide a 25-percent match, but nust

75| provide matching funds of at |east 10 percent in order to be

76| considered for funding. The departnent shall give priority

77| consideration to grant applications fromrural |aw enforcenent
78| agenci es.

79 (5) The departnent shall adopt rules for adm nistering the
80| Automated External Defibrillator Gant Program by Septenber 1,
81| 2005.

82 Section 2. (1) The sumof $4.8 nmillion is appropriated

83| fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Law

84| Enforcenent for the purpose of inplenmenting a conpetitive grant
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85| programduring the 2005-2006 fiscal year for placing autonated
86| external defibrillators in |aw enforcenent vehicles.

87 (2) The departnent may spend up to 3 percent of the funds

88| received under subsection (1) for admnistrative costs.

89 (3) The departnent shall carry over any unused funds from

90| the 2005-2006 fiscal year for a period not to exceed 2 years for

91| the purpose of distributing any remaining funds to | aw

92| enforcenent agencies through the Automated External

93| Defibrillator Gant Program

94 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw.
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