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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 444

Bar code 453192

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Ways and Means (Pruitt) reconmended the

foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

On page 41, line 19 through page 48, line 29 delete

and insert: water utilities, multi-jurisdictional water

supply entities, self-suppliers, and other affected and

interested parties. The districts will actively engage in

public education and outreach to all affected |local entities

and their officials, as well as nenbers of the public, in the

pl anni ng process and in seeking input. During preparation, but

prior to conpletion of the regional water supply plan, the

district nmust conduct at | east one public workshop to discuss

the technical data and npdeling tools anticipated to be used

to support the regional water supply plan. The district shal

al so hold several public neetings to communi cate the status,

overall conceptual intent, and inpacts of the plan on existing

and future reasonabl e-beneficial uses and natural systens.

During the planning process, a |ocal governnent may choose to

prepare its own water supply assessnent to determne if
1
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exi sting water sources are adequate to neet existing and

proj ected reasonabl e-beneficial needs of the |ocal governnent

whil e sustaining water resources and related natural systens.

The | ocal governnent shall submt such assessnent, including

t he data and net hodol ogy used, to the district. The district

shal|l consider the | ocal governnent's assessnent during the

formation of the plan. A determi nation by the governing board

that initiation of a reqgional water supply plan for a specific

pl anni ng region is not needed pursuant to this section shal

be subject to s. 120.569. The governing board shall reeval uate

such a determ nation at |east once every 5 vears and shal

initiate a regional water supply plan, if needed, pursuant to

this subsection.

(2) Each regional water supply plan shall be based on

at |l east a 20-year planning period and shall include, but is

not limted to:

(a) A water supply devel opnent conponent for each

wat er _supply planning region identified by the district which

i ncl udes:

1. A gquantification of the water supply needs for al

existing and future reasonabl e-beneficial uses within the

pl anni ng horizon. The | evel -of -certai nty pl anni ng goa

associated with identifying the water supply needs of existing

and future reasonabl e-beneficial uses shall be based upon

neeting those needs for a 1-in-10-year drought event.

Popul ati on projections used for determning public water

supply needs nmust be based upon the best available data. In

determ ning the best available data, the district shal

consider the University of Florida's Bureau of Econonic and

Busi ness Research (BEBR) nedi um popul ati on projections and any

popul ati on projection data and analysis submtted by a | oca
2
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gover nment _pursuant to the public workshop described in

subsection (1) if the data and anal ysis support the |oca

government's conprehensi ve plan. Any adjustnent of or

deviation fromthe BEBR projections nust be fully described,

and the original BEBR data nmust be presented along with the

adj ust ed dat a.

2. Alist of water supply devel opnent project options,

including traditional and alternative water supply project

options, fromwhich |ocal government, governnent-owned and

privately owned utilities, regional water supply authorities,

mul ti-jurisdictional water supply entities, self-suppliers,

and others may choose for water supply devel opnent. In

addition to projects listed by the district, such users nmay

propose specific projects for inclusion in the list of

alternative water supply projects. If such users propose a

project to be listed as an alternative water supply project,

the district shall determ ne whether it neets the goals of the

plan, and, if so, it shall be included in the list. The tota

capacity of the projects included in the plan shall exceed the

needs identified in subparagraph 1. and shall take into

account wat er conservation and ot her demand nanagenent

neasures, as well as water resources constraints, including

adopted minimumflows and | evels and water reservations. Were

the district determnes it is appropriate, the plan should

specifically identify the need for nmulti-jurisdictiona

approaches to project options that, based on planning | eve

anal ysis, are appropriate to supply the intended uses and

that, based on such analysis, appear to be permttable and

financially and technically feasible.

3. For each project option identified in subparagraph

2., the follow ng shall be provided:
3
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a. An estimate of the ampunt of water to becone

avail abl e through the project.

b. The tinefrane in which the project option should be

i npl enented and the estinated planni ng-1evel costs for capita

i nvest nent _and operating and maintaining the project.

c. An analysis of funding needs and sources of

possi bl e funding options. For alternative water supply

projects the water nmanagenent districts shall provide funding

assi stance in accordance with s. 373.1961(3).

d. Identification of the entity that should inmpl enent

each project option and the current status of project

i npl enent ati on.

(b) A water resource devel opnment conponent that

i ncl udes:

1. Alisting of those water resource devel opnent

projects that support water supply devel opnent.

2. For each water resource devel opnent project |isted:

a. An estimate of the anmpbunt of water to becone

avai |l abl e through the project.

b. The tinmeframe in which the project option should be

i npl erented and the estinmated pl anni ng-1evel costs for capita

i nvest nent _and for operating and nmi ntaining the project.

c. An analysis of funding needs and sources of

possi bl e fundi ng options.

d. ldentification of the entity that should inplenent

each project option and the current status of project

i npl ement ati on.

(c) The recovery and prevention strategy described in

s. 373.0421(2).

(d) A funding strategy for water resource devel opnent

projects, which shall be reasonable and sufficient to pay the
4
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cost of constructing or inplenenting all of the listed

projects.

(e) Consideration of how the project options addressed

in paragraph (a) serve the public interest or save costs

overall by preventing the |oss of natural resources or

avoiding greater future expenditures for water resource

devel opnent _or water supply devel opnent. However, unl ess

adopted by rule, these considerations do not constitute fina

agency action.

(f) The technical data and information applicable to

each pl anni ng regi on which are necessary to support the

regi onal water supply plan.

() The minimumflows and | evels established for water

resources within each planning region.

(h) Reservations of water adopted by rule pursuant to

s. 373.223(4) within each pl anning region

(i) ldentification of surface waters or aquifers for

which mnimumflows and | evels are schedul ed to be adopt ed.

(j) An analysis, devel oped in cooperation with the

departnment, of areas or instances in which the variance

provisions of s. 378.212(1)(qg) or s. 378.404(9) may be used to

create water supply devel opnent or water resource devel opnent

projects.

(3) The water supply devel opnent conmponent of a

regi onal water supply plan which deals with or affects public

utilities and public water supply for those areas served by a

regi onal water supply authority and its nenber governnments

within the boundary of the Southwest Florida Water Managenent

District shall be devel oped jointly by the authority and the

district. In areas not served by regional water supply

authorities, or other multi-jurisdictional water supply
5
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entities, and where opportunities exist to neet water supply

needs nore efficiently through multi-jurisdictional projects

identified pursuant to s. 372.0361(2)(a), water nmmnagenent

districts are directed to assist in devel opi ng

mul ti-jurisdictional approaches to water supply project

devel opnent _jointly with affected water utilities, specia

districts, and |local governnents.

(4) CGoverning board approval of a reqgional water

supply plan shall not be subject to the rul enaking

requi renents of chapter 120. However, any portion of an

approved reqgional water supply plan which affects the

substantial interests of a party shall be subject to s.

120. 569.

(5) Annually and in conjunction with the reporting

requi renents of s. 373.536(6)(a)4., the departnent shal

submt to the Governor and the Legislature a report on the

status of regional water supply planning in each district. The

report shall include:

(a) A conpilation of the estinmated costs of and

potential sources of funding for water resource devel opnent

and water supply devel opnment projects as identified in the

wat er managenent district regional water supply plans.

(b) The percentage and anpunt, by district, of

district ad valoremtax revenues or other district funds nade

avail able to devel op alternative water supplies.

(c) A description of each district's progress toward

achieving its water resource devel opnment objectives, including

the district's inplenentation of its 5-year water resource

devel opnent _wor k _program

(d)  An assessnent of the specific progress bei ng nade

to i nplenent each alternative water supply project option
6
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chosen by the entities and identified for inplenentation in

the pl an.

(e) An overall assessnent of the progress bei ng nade

to devel op water supply in each district, including, but not

limted to, an explanation of how each project, either

alternative or traditional, will produce, contribute to, or

account for additional water being nmade avail able for

consunptive uses, an estinmate of the quantity of water to be

produced by each project, and an assessnent of the

contribution of the district's regional water supply plan in

providing sufficient water to neet the needs of existing and

future reasonabl e-beneficial uses for a 1-in-10 year drought

event, as well as the needs of the natural systens.

(6) Nothing contained in the water supply devel opnent

component of a reqgional water supply plan shall be construed

to require | ocal governnents, governnent-owned or privately

owned water utilities, special districts, self-suppliers,

regional water supply authorities, nmulti-jurisdictional water

supply entities, or other water suppliers to select a water

supply devel opnent _project identified in the conponent nerely

because it is identified in the plan. Except as provided in s.

373.223(3) and (5), the plan may not be used in the review of

pernmts under part Il unless the plan or an applicable portion

t hereof has been adopted by rule. However, this subsection

does not prohibit a water managenent district from enpl oying

the data or other information used to establish the plan in

reviewing permts under part Il, nor does it limt the

authority of the departnment or governi ng board under part 11.

(7)  VWhere the water supply conponent of a water supply

pl anni ng regi on shows the need for one or nore alternative

wat er _supply projects, the district shall notify the affected
7
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| ocal governnents and nake every reasonable effort to educate

and i nvolve local public officials in working toward sol utions

in conjunction with the districts and, where appropriate,

other local and regional water supply entities.

(a) Wthin 6 nonths followi ng approval or anmendnent of

its regional water supply plan, each water managenent district

shall notify by certified nail each entity identified in

sub- subparagraph (2)(a)3.d. of that portion of the plan

relevant to the entity. Upon request of such an entity, the

wat er _nmanagenent district shall appear before and present its

findings and reconmendations to the entity.

(b) Wthin 1 yvear after the notification by a water

nmanagenent district pursuant to paragraph (a), each entity

identified in sub-subparagraph (2)(a)3.d. shall provide to the

wat er _nanagenent district witten notification of the

following: the alternative water supply projects or options

identified in s. 373.0361(2)(a) that it has devel oped or

intends to develop, if any; an estinmate of the quantity of

water to be produced by each project; the status of project

i npl ementation, including devel opnent of the financial plan

facilities nmaster planning, permtting, and efforts in

coordinating nmulti-jurisdictional projects, if applicable. The

information provided in the notification shall be updated

annual ly and a progress report shall be provided by Novenber

15 of each year to the water managenent district. If an entity

does not intend to develop one or nore of the alternative

wat er _supply project options identified in the reqgional water

supply plan, the entity shall propose, within 1 year after

notification by a water nanagenent district pursuant to

par agraph (a), another alternative water supply project option

sufficient to address the needs identified in paragraph (2)(a)
8
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within the entity's jurisdiction and shall provide an estimte

of the quantity of water to be produced by the project and the

status of project inplenentation as described in this

par agraph. The entity may request that the water managenent

district consider the other project for inclusion in the

regi onal water supply plan.

(8) For any regional water supply plan that is

schedul ed to be updated before December 31, 2005, the deadline

for such update shall be extended by one year

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 3, line 25, after the sem -colon

i nsert:
requiring identified entities to sel ect
alternative water supply projects and provide

periodi ¢ status reports;
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