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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 444
By Senator Dockery

15- 182A- 05
A Dbill to be entitled
An act relating to water resources; anending s.
373.0831, F.S.; revising requirenents rel ated
to water resource devel opnent and water supply

devel opnent; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 373.0831, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

373.0831 Water resource devel opnent; water supply
devel opnent . - -

(1) The Legislature finds that:

(a) The primary responsibilty preper—+ele of the water
managenment districts in water supply is prHariHy¢ pl anni ng and

wat er resource devel opnment, but this does not preclude them

from assi sti ng prewidinrg—assistanree with water supply

devel opnent .

(b) The primary responsibility preper—+ote of |oca

government, regional water supply authorities, and public
governrent—owned and privately owned water utilities in water
supply is prHrery water supply devel opnent, but this does
not preclude them from assi sti ng previdinrg—assistanrce with

wat er resource devel opnment.

(c) Water resource devel opnment and water supply
devel opnent nmust receive priority attention to ensure;—where
neededi—te—inerease the availability of sufficient guantities
of water for all existing and future reasonabl e-beneficia
uses and natural systens.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that:
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1 (a) Sufficient guantities of water be available for

2| all existing and future reasonabl e-beneficial uses and the

3| natural systens, and that the adverse effects of conpetition
4| for water supplies be avoided.

5 (b) Water management districts take the lead in

6| identifying, devel oping, and inplenmenting water resource

7| devel oprment projects, and be responsible for securing

8| necessary funding for regionally significant water resource

9| devel oprment projects.

10 (c) Local governments, regional water supply

11| authorities, and public gevernrent—ownred and privately owned
12| water utilities take the lead in securing funds for devel oping
13| and i npl enenting water supply devel opment projects. Generally,
14| the direct beneficiaries of water supply devel opment projects
15| shoul d pay the costs of the projects fromwhich they benefit,
16| and water supply devel opment projects should continue to be
17| paid for through I ocal funding sources.

18 (d) Water supply devel opnment be conducted in

19| coordination with water managenent district regional water

20| supply planning and water resource devel opnment.

21 (3) The water managenent districts nust shatk+ fund and
22| inplenment water resource devel opment as defined in s. 373.019.
23| The water managenent districts are encouraged to inplenent

24| water resource devel opnent as expeditiously as possible in

25| areas subject to regional water supply plans. Each governing
26| board nmust shab include in its annual budget the anpunt

27| needed for each the fiscal year to inplement water resource
28| devel opnent projects, as prioritized in its regional water

29| supply plans.

30 (4)(a) Water supply devel opnent projects which are

31| consistent with the rel evant regi onal water supply plans and
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whi ch neet one or nore of the following criteria nust shatk-
receive priority consideration for state or water managenent
district funding assistance:

1. The project supports establishnent of a dependabl e,
sust ai nabl e supply of water which is not otherwi se financially
f easi bl e;

2. The project provides substantial environnmenta
benefits by preventing or limting adverse water resource
i mpacts, but requires funding assistance to be econonically
conpetitive with other options; or

3. The project significantly inplenments reuse,
storage, recharge, or conservation of water in a manner that

contributes to the protection, restoration, or sustainability

of regional water sources.

(b) Water supply devel opnent projects which neet the
criteria in paragraph (a) and also bring about replacenent of
exi sting sources in order to help inplenent a mninmmflow or
I evel shall be given first consideration for state or water
managenment district funding assistance.

(c) If a proposed alternative water supply devel opnent
project is identified in the rel evant approved regi onal water
supply plan, the project shall receive

1. A 20-year consunptive use permt, if it otherw se
neets the permt requirenments under ss. 373.223 and 373. 236
and rul es adopted thereunder.

2. Consideration for priority funding pursuant to s.
373.1961(2) if the project neets one of the criteria in this
subsecti on.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses requirenents relating to water resource
devel opnent and water supply devel opnment.
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