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HJR 0519 2005
House Joi nt Resol ution

A joint resolution proposing anendnents to Section 1 of
Article VIl and Section 21 of Article XII of the State
Constitution, relating to a limtation on state

appropriations.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida

That the anendnents to Section 1 of Article VII and Section
21 of Article XIl of the State Constitution set forth below are
agreed to and shall be submtted to the electors of Florida for
approval or rejection at the general election to be held in
Novenber 2006:

ARTI CLE VI |
FI NANCE AND TAXATI ON
SECTION 1. Taxation; appropriations; state expenses; state

appropriati ons revende limtation.--

(a) No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of |law. No
state ad val oremtaxes shall be | evied upon real estate or
tangi bl e personal property. Al other fornms of taxation shall be
preenpted to the state except as provided by general |aw

(b) Motor vehicles, boats, airplanes, trailers, trailer
coaches and nobil e hones, as defined by |law, shall be subject to
a license tax for their operation in the anobunts and for the
pur poses prescribed by |aw, but shall not be subject to ad
val orem t axes.

(c) No noney shall be drawn fromthe treasury except in
pur suance of appropriation made by | aw.

(d) Provision shall be nade by |aw for raising sufficient
revenue to defray the expenses of the state for each fiscal
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peri od.

(e)(1l) State appropriations for any fiscal year shall be

limted to state appropriations for the i mmedi ately precedi ng

fiscal year, plus an adjustnment for growth. For purposes of

calculating such limtation, "state appropriations” shall not

i ncl ude any portion of state appropriations spent or to be spent

fromrecei pt of federal funds.

(2) The "adjustnment for growth" shall be an anount

expressed as a percentage equal to the average annual rate of

grow h in nmedi an household inconme in Florida over the nost

recent five years. Median household incone in Florida shall be
t hat established and published by the United States Departnent
of Conmerce or its successor. State appropriations for the

i medi ately preceding fiscal year shall be nmultiplied by the

growt h percentage and that product added to the i mmedi ately

preceding fiscal year's state appropriations to establish the

state appropriations limtation for the fiscal year. The state

appropriations limtation established under this subsection

shal|l be cal culated by the follow ng fornul a:

SAL = (SAPFY x MH GR% + SAPFY

V\her e:

SAL = state appropriations linmtation.

SAPFY = state appropriations for the imedi ately preceding

fiscal year.

MH GR% = nedi an househol d i ncome grow h rate percentage,

averaged over the nost recent five years.

(3) State revenues collected for any fiscal year in excess
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of the state appropriations |limtation shall be transferred to

t he budget stabilization fund until the fund reaches the naxi num

bal ance specified in Section 19(g) of Article Ill and thereafter

shall be refunded to taxpayers as provided by general |aw. For

purposes of this paragraph, the term"state revenues" i ncl udes

general revenue and trust fund recei pts but does not include

federal fund receipts.

(4) The state appropriations limtation required by this

subsection shall not apply in any fiscal year in which the

governor declares a state financial enmergency because of a war,

a natural catastrophe, an econoni c depression, or any event of

sim | ar nmagni tude. However, the | egislature must agree by a

three-fourths vote of the nenbership of each house in a separate

bill that contains no other subject to suspend the state

appropriations limtation for that year. Except—asprovided

i . hal L | : I he_bud il .  und
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L the fund | | : bal i ed .
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lLevel s of government— The legislature shall by general|aw-
| I i hi I L on
ARTI CLE XI |
SCHEDULE

SECTION 21. State appropriations revepye limtation.--The

anmendnment to Section 1 of Article VII |imting state

appropriations, if adopted at the general el ection in Novenber

2006, revendes shall take effect January 1, 2007 13995, and shal
first be applicable to state fiscal year 2007-2008 1995-1996.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the title and substance of the
anmendnent proposed herein shall appear on the ballot as foll ows:

LI M TATI ON ON STATE APPROPRI ATI ONS

Proposes anendnents to Section 1 of Article VII and Section
21 of Article XII of the State Constitution to replace the state
revenue |imtation with an appropriations limtation that [imts
state appropriations for any fiscal year, beginning in fiscal
year 2007-2008, to state appropriations for the i medi ately
preceding fiscal year plus a growh adjustnent; bases the growh
adj ust nent on medi an househol d incone in Florida rather than on
t he aggregate personal incone of Floridians; continues the
transfer of excess revenues to the Budget Stabilization Fund
until fully funded and the refund of the rest to taxpayers
pursuant to general |aw, and suspends the limtation in fisca
years of major financial emergency declared by the Governor and
approved by the Legislature by a three-fourths vote of the
menber shi p of each house thereof in a separate bill containing

no ot her subject.
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