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CHAMBER ACTI ON

1| The Choice & Innovation Comrittee recommends the foll ow ng:

2

3 Council /Committee Substitute

4 Renove the entire bill and insert:

5 A Dbill to be entitled

6 An act relating to the Florida Virtual School; anending

7 ss. 11.45, 1000.04, 1001.42, 1002.20, 1002.23, 1002. 37,

8 1003. 02, 1003.03, 1003.52, 1007.27, and 1011.61, F.S.;

9 providing for application of provisions relating to the

10 Florida Virtual School to approved school district

11 franchi ses of the school; providing a limtation with

12 respect to funding; providing an effective date.

13

14| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Paragraph (x) of subsection (3) of section

17| 11.45, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

18 11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports; rules.--
19 (3) AUTHORI TY FOR AUDI TS AND OTHER ENGAGEMENTS. - - The
20| Auditor Ceneral may, pursuant to his or her own authority, or at
21| the direction of the Legislative Auditing Conmittee, conduct
22| audits or other engagenents as determ ned appropriate by the
23| Auditor General of:
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24 (x) The Florida Virtual School and its approved school

25| district franchises pursuant to s. 1002. 37.
26 Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 1000.04, Florida

27 Statutes, is anended to read:

28 1000. 04 Conponents for the delivery of public education
29| within the Florida K-20 education system--Florida' s K-20

30| education system provides for the delivery of public education
31| through publicly supported and controlled K-12 school s,

32| community coll eges, state universities and other postsecondary
33| educational institutions, other educational institutions, and
34| other educational services as provided or authorized by the

35| Constitution and | aws of the state.

36 (4) THE FLORI DA VIRTUAL SCHOOL. --The Florida Virtua

37| School and its approved school district franchises are

38| conponents is—a——conponent of the delivery of public education
39| within Florida's K-20 education system

40 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (15) and subsecti on
41| (21) of section 1001.42, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
42 1001. 42 Powers and duties of district school board.--The

43| district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all

44| powers and performall duties |listed bel ow

45 (15) PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON AND PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT
46| PROGRAM - -
47 (a) Adopt procedures whereby the general public can be

48| adequately i nfornmed of the educational progranms, needs, and
49| objectives of public education within the district, including

50| educational opportunities available through the Florida Virtual

51| School and its approved school district franchises.
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52 (21) FLORI DA VIRTUAL SCHOOL.--Provide students with access
53| to enroll in courses avail able through the Florida Virtual

54| School and its approved school district franchi ses and award

55| credit for successful conpletion of such courses. Access shal
56| be available to students during or after the normal school day

57| and through sumrer school enroll nent.

58 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
59| 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:
60 1002. 20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of public

61| school students nust receive accurate and tinmely information

62| regarding their child s academ c progress and mnmust be infornmed
63| of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12

64| students and their parents are afforded nunerous statutory

65| rights including, but not limted to, the fol |l ow ng:

66 (6) EDUCATI ONAL CHO CE. - -

67 (a) Public school choices.--Parents of public school

68| students nmay seek whatever public school choice options that are
69| applicable to their students and are available to students in
70| their school districts. These options may include controlled

71| open enrollnment, |ab schools, charter schools, charter technica
72| career centers, maghet schools, alternative schools, special

73| prograns, advanced placenent, dual enrollnent, Internationa

74| Baccal aureate, early adm ssions, credit by exam nation or

75| denonstration of conpetency, the New Wrld School of the Arts,
76| the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, and the Florida

77| Virtual School and its approved school district franchises.

78| These options may al so include the public school choice options
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79| of the Opportunity Schol arshi p Program and t he MKay

80| Schol arships for Students with Disabilities Program

81 Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
82| 1002.23, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

83 1002. 23 Fam ly and School Partnership for Student

84| Achievenent Act.--

85 (2) To facilitate nmeaningful parent and famly

86| involvenent, the Departnent of Education shall devel op

87| guidelines for a parent guide to successful student achi evenent
88| which describes what parents need to know about their child's

89| educational progress and how they can help their child to

90| succeed in school. The guidelines shall include, but need not be
91| limted to:
92 (d) Opportunities for parents to | earn about rigorous

93| acadenmi c prograns that nay be available for their child, such as
94| honors progranms, dual enrollnent, advanced pl acenent,
95| International Baccal aureate, Florida Virtual H—gh School courses

96| and courses of its approved school district franchi ses, and

97| accelerated access to postsecondary education;

98 Section 6. Subsection (4) of section 1002.37, Florida

99| Statutes, is anended to read:

100 1002. 37 The Florida Virtual School.--

101 (4) School districts operating a virtual school that is an

102| approved franchise of the Florida Virtual School may count full -
103| tinme equival ent students, as provided in paragraphs paragraph
104| (3)(a) and (b), if such school has been certified as an approved
105| franchise by the Conmm ssioner of Education based on criteria

106| established by the board of trustees pursuant to paragraph
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107 (2)(i). However, for courses taken in excess of a 25-hour week,

108| approved school district franchises may not count full-tine

109| equivalent students in excess of 2 percent of their own schoo
110| district high school 180-day FTE student enroll nent for the
111| current year.

112 Section 7. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
113| 1003.02, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

114 1003.02 District school board operation and control of
115 public K-12 education within the school district.--As provided
116 in part Il of chapter 1001, district school boards are

117| constitutionally and statutorily charged with the operation and
118| control of public K-12 education within their school district.
119| The district school boards nust establish, organize, and operate
120| their public K-12 schools and educati onal prograns, enployees,
121| and facilities. Their responsibilities include staff

122| devel opnent, public K-12 school student education i ncl uding

123| education for exceptional students and students in juvenile

124| justice prograns, special prograns, adult education prograns,
125 and career education prograns. Additionally, district school
126| boards nust:

127 (1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students of
128| school age, for the attendance and control of students at

129| school, and for proper attention to health, safety, and other
130 matters relating to the welfare of students in the follow ng
131| fields:

132 (i) Parental notification of acceleration nechanisns.--At

133| the beginning of each school year, notify parents of students in

134| or entering high school of the opportunity and benefits of
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135| advanced pl acenent, International Baccal aureate, Advanced
136| International Certificate of Education, dual enrollnent, and

137| Florida Virtual School courses and courses of its approved

138 school district franchi ses.

139 Section 8. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
140( 1003.03, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

141 1003. 03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. --

142 (3) | MPLEMENTATI ON OPTIONS. --Di strict school boards nust

143| consider, but are not limted to, inplenenting the follow ng
144| itenms in order to neet the constitutional class size maxinmuns
145| described in subsection (1) and the two-student - per-year

146| reduction required in subsection (2):

147 (b) Adopt policies to encourage students to take courses

148| fromthe Florida Virtual School or its approved school district

149| franchi ses.
150 Section 9. Subsection (4) of section 1003.52, Florida
151| Statutes, is anended to read:

152 1003.52 Educational services in Departnent of Juvenile
153| Justice prograns. --

154 (4) Educational services shall be provided at tines of the
155| day nost appropriate for the juvenile justice program School
156 programmng in juvenile justice detention, commtnent, and

157| rehabilitation prograns shall be nade avail able by the | ocal

158| school district during the juvenile justice school year, as

159| defined in s. 1003.01(11). In addition, students in juvenile
160| justice education prograns shall have access to Florida Virtua

161| School courses and courses of its approved school district
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162| franchises. The Departnent of Education and the school districts

163| shall adopt policies necessary to ensure such access.

164 Section 10. Subsection (1) of section 1007.27, Florida
165| Statutes, is anended to read:

166 1007.27 Articul ated accel erati on nmechani sns. --

167 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a variety of
168| articul ated accel erati on nechani sns be avail abl e for secondary
169| and postsecondary students attendi ng public educationa

170| institutions. It is intended that articul ated accel erati on serve
171| to shorten the tinme necessary for a student to conplete the

172| requirenents associated with the conference of a high schoo

173| diploma and a postsecondary degree, broaden the scope of

174| curricular options available to students, or increase the depth
175 of study available for a particular subject. Articul ated

176| accel eration nechanisnms shall include, but not be limted to,
177| dual enrollnent as provided for in s. 1007.271, early adm ssion,
178| advanced pl acenent, credit by exam nation, the International

179| Baccal aureate Program and the Advanced | nternati onal

180 Certificate of Education Program Credit earned through the

181| Florida Virtual School and its approved school district

182| franchises shall provide additional opportunities for early

183| graduation and accel erati on.

184 Section 11. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
185| 1011.61, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:
186 1011.61 Definitions.--Notw thstanding the provisions of s.

187| 1000.21, the following ternms are defined as follows for the

188| purposes of the Florida Educati on Finance Program
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189 (1) A "full-tinme equivalent student” in each program of
190| the district is defined in terns of full-tinme students and part -

191| tinme students as foll ows:

192 (c)l. A "full-time equival ent student" is:

193 a. A full-time student in any one of the prograns |isted
194 in s. 1011.62(1)(c); or

195 b. A conmbination of full-tinme or part-tine students in any

196| one of the prograns listed in s. 1011.62(1)(c) which is the

197| equivalent of one full-tine student based on the foll ow ng

198| cal cul ations:

199 (1) A full-time student, except a postsecondary or adult
200| student or a senior high school student enrolled in adult

201| education when such courses are required for high school

202| graduation, in a conbination of prograns listed in s.

203| 1011.62(1)(c) shall be a fraction of a full-tinme equival ent

204| nenbership in each special programequal to the nunmber of net
205| hours per school year for which he or she is a nenber, divided
206| by the appropriate nunber of hours set forth in subparagraph
207| (a)l. or subparagraph (a)2. The difference between that fraction
208| or sumof fractions and the maxi num value as set forth in

209| subsection (4) for each full-time student is presunmed to be the
210| balance of the student's tinme not spent in such special

211| education prograns and shall be recorded as tinme in the

212| appropriate basic program

213 (1) A prekindergarten handi capped student shall neet the
214| requirenents specified for kindergarten students.

215 (I'r1) A Florida Virtual School full-tinme equival ent

216| student shall consist of six full credit conpletions in the
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prograns listed in s. 1011.62(1)(c)1l. and 4. Credit conpletions
can be a conbination of either full credits or half credits.

2. A student in nmenbership in a program schedul ed for nore
or less than 180 school days is a fraction of a full-tine
equi val ent nmenbershi p equal to the nunber of instructional hours
i n menbership divided by the appropriate nunber of hours set
forth in subparagraph (a)l.; however, for the purposes of this
subpar agraph, nenbership in prograns schedul ed for nore than 180
days is limted to students enrolled in juvenile justice
education prograns and the Florida Virtual School and its

approved school district franchises.

The departnent shall determ ne and inplenment an equitabl e nethod
of equival ent funding for experinental schools and for schools
operati ng under energency conditions, which schools have been
approved by the departnment to operate for |ess than the m ni num
school day.

Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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