F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0575 2005

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to health professionals treating speech or
3 heari ng di sorders; anmending s. 468. 1155, F.S.; revising

4 requirenents for the Departnent of Health in issuing a

5 provi sional |icense to practice speech-| anguage pat hol ogy
6 or audiology; revising licensing requirements for

7 applicants who graduated or who are currently enrolled in
8 a speech-1 anguage pat hol ogy or audi ol ogy programat a

9 university outside the United States or Canada; providing
10 for the establishnent of a tinme period for renewing a
11 provi sional |icense; anending s. 468.1165, F. S.; deleting
12 a specific tinme period for the professional -enpl oynent
13 requi rement for |licensure as a speech-1| anguage pat hol ogi st
14 or audiol ogi st; anmending s. 468.1185, F.S.; revising the
15 requirenents for qualification for a |icense by
16 endorsenent as a speech-| anguage pat hol ogi st or
17 audi ol ogi st; anending s. 468.1215, F.S.; revising the
18 requi rements for certification as a speech-1|anguage
19 pat hol ogy assi stant or an audi ol ogy assistant; providing
20 an effective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Section 468.1155, Florida Statutes, is anended
25| to read:
26 468. 1155 Provisional license; requirenents.--
27 (1)(a) A provisional license is shal—be required of al
28| applicants who cannot docunent the required 9—+wonths—of
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29| supervised professional enploynent experience as required by the

30| board and a passing score on the national exam nation.

31 (b) Individuals who are required to hold a provisiona
32| license under paragraph (a) shall apply to the departnent and be
33| certified by the board for licensure prior to initiating the
34| professional enploynent experience required pursuant to s.

35| 468.1165.

36 (2) The departnent shall issue a provisional license to
37| practice speech-l anguage pathology to each applicant who the
38| board certifies has:

39 (a) Conpleted the application formand remtted the

40| required fees, including a nonrefundable application fee.

41 (b) Received a naster's degree or has conpleted the

42| academ c requirenent of rs—eurrently—enrolled+n a doctoral

43| degree programw th a major enphasis in speech-|anguage

44| pathology froman institution of higher |earning that whieh is,
45| or at the time the applicant was enroll ed and graduated was,
46| accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the United
47| States Departnent of Education or its successor organi zation

48| Counheciltor Higher EducationAccreditation or froman
49| institution that whieh is a nmenber in good standing with the

50| Association of Universities and Col |l eges of Canada. An applicant
51| who graduated fromor is currently enrolled in a programat a
52| wuniversity or college outside the United States or Canada nust
53| present docunentation of the determ nation of equivalency to

54| standards established by the United States Departnent of

55| Education or its successor organi zati on Couheit—for—Hi-gher
56| Education—Acecreditation in order to qualify. The applicant mnust
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57| have conpleted the academic and clinical requirenents as

58| established by rule of the board. The board nmay waive the

59| requirenments for education, practicum and prof essi onal

60| enpl oynment experience for an applicant who received a

61| professional education in another country if the board is

62| satisfied that the applicant neets the equival ent educati on and

63| practicumrequirenents, passes the exam nation in speech-

64| |anguage pathol ogy, and neets other requirenments established by
65| rule of the board. 60—senester—hours—thattnelude—

66 _ a¥abaTanala n N a aan on »Tala i nll A a N ava'

67 ; i ng, :
6sl | : . :

69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81

82 (3) The departnent shall issue a provisional license to

83| practice audiology to each applicant who the board certifies
84| has:
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85 (a) Conpleted the application formand remtted the
86| required fees, including a nonrefundable application fee.
87 (b) Effective January 1, 2007, earned a doctoral degree in

88| audi ol ogy Reeeived—a—raster—s—degree or conpleted the academ c
89| requirenent of is—ecurrentlyr—enrolledin a doctoral degree

90| programwith a major enphasis in audiology froman institution

91| of higher learning that whieh is, or at the tine the applicant
92| was enrolled and graduated was, accredited by an accrediting

93| agency recognized by the United States Departnent of Education
94| or its successor organization GCounciH—for—Higher—Education

95| Aeereditation or froman institution that whieh is a nenber in
96| good standing with the Association of Universities and Coll eges

97| of Canada. An applicant who graduated fromor is currently
98| enrolled in a programat a university or college outside the
99| United States or Canada must present docunentation of the
100| determ nation of equival ency to standards established by the
101| United States Departnent of Education or its successor

102| organi zati on GCouhneit—For—H-gher—Educati-en—Accredi-tation in order

103| to qualify. The applicant nust have conpl eted the academ c and

104| clinical requirenents established by rule of the board. The

105 board nay wai ve the education, practicum and professional

106| enpl oynent experience requirenents for an applicant who received

107| a professional education in another country if the board is

108| satisfied that the applicant neets equival ent education and

109| practicumrequirenents, passes the exam nation in audiol ogy, and

110 neets other requirenents established by rule of the board.

111 (c) Earned a naster's degree with a najor enphasis in

112| audi ol ogy which was conferred before January 1, 2007, from an
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113| institution of higher |learning which was, or at the tine the

114| applicant was enrolled and graduated, accredited by an

115 accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent of

116| Education or its successor organi zation or froman institution

117 that is a nmenber in good standing with the Associati on of

118| Universities and Col | eges of Canada.
119

120 An applicant who graduated fromor is currently enrolled in a

121| programat a university or college outside the United States or

122| Canada nust present docunentation of the determ nation of

123| equival ency to standards established by the United States

124| Departnent of Education or its successor organization or froman

125 institution that is a nenber in good standing with the

126| Association of Universities and Coll eges of Canada in order to

127| qualify. The applicant nust have conpl et ed the academ ¢ and

128| clinical requirenents established by rule of the board. The

129 board may wai ve the education, practicum and professional

130 enpl oynment experience requirenents for an applicant who recei ved

131| a professional education in another country if the board is

132| satisfied that the applicant neets equi val ent educati on and

133| practicumrequi renents, passes the exam nation in audi ol ogy, and

134| neets other requirenents established by rule of the board. 66
135
136
137
138
139
140| felds—
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141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161 (4)65)> The board, by rule, shall establish requirenments

162| for the renewal of a provisional |icense. Hewever— A provisional

163| license may not exceed the tinme allowed by rule of the board a

164| period-of 24 nonths.

165 (5 An applicant for provisional |icensure mnust

166| denonstrate good noral character.
167 Section 2. Section 468.1165, Florida Statutes, is anended
168| to read:
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169 468. 1165 Prof essional enpl oynent experience
170| requirenent.--Every applicant for |licensure as a speech-| anguage

171| speech pathol ogi st or audiol ogi st shall denonstrate, prior to
172| licensure, 9wonths—of full-tine or equivalent part-tine
173| professional enploynent, as determ ned by the board er—the

174| eguivalent—inpart-tine professional—enployrent, pertinent to
175| the license being sought. The board, by rule, shall establish

176| standards for obtaining and verifying the required professional

177| enpl oynent experience.

178 Section 3. Section 468.1185, Florida Statutes, is anmended
179| to read:

180 468. 1185 Licensure. --

181 (1) The departnent shall license any applicant whomthe

182| board certifies is qualified to practice speech-I| anguage
183| pathol ogy or audiology and who has paid the initial |icensure
184| fee.

185 (2) The board shall certify for |icensure any applicant
186| who has:

187 (a) Satisfied the education and supervised clinical eleek
188| heur requirenents of s. 468. 1155.

189 (b) Satisfied the professional experience requirenment of
190| s. 468.1165.

191 (c) Passed the |icensure exanm nation required by s.

192| 468.1175.

193 (3) The board shall certify as qualified for a |license by

194| endorsenent as a speech-l anguage pat hol ogi st or audi ol ogi st an
195| applicant who:

196 (a) Holds a valid license or certificate in another state
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197| or territory of the United States to practice the profession for
198| which the application for licensure is made, if the criteria for
199| issuance of such |license were substantially equivalent to or

200( nore stringent than the licensure criteria which existed in this
201| state at the tinme the |license was issued; or

202 (b) Holds a valid certificate that neets or exceeds the

203| licensure requirenents in this state as determ ned by rul e of

204| the board Has received-the certificate of clinicalconpetence of
205| the-Anrerican-Speech-Languageand Hearing-Association.
206 (4) The board may refuse to certify any applicant who is

207| wunder investigation in any jurisdiction for an act which woul d
208| constitute a violation of this part or chapter 456 until the
209| investigation is conplete and disciplinary proceedi ngs have been
210| term nated.

211 (5) An applicant for licensure or provisional licensure
212| nust denonstrate good noral character Fhe—beardwmayrefuseto
213 . : . o

214 | s—468-1245

215 Section 4. Section 468.1215, Florida Statutes, is anended
216| to read:
217 468. 1215 Speech-1 anguage pat hol ogy assi stant and audi ol ogy

218| assistant; certification.--

219 (1) The departnent shall issue a certificate as a speech-
220| | anguage pat hol ogy assistant to each applicant who the board
221| certifies has:

222 (a) Conpleted the application formand remtted the

223| required fees, including a nonrefundable application fee.

224 (b) Conpleted the m ninumrequirenents for education and
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225| on-the-job training adopted by rule of the board Earned—a
226 . . .

227
228
229

230 i L it . | I |
231| #orHigher Education-Accreditation.

232 (2) The departnent shall issue a certificate as an

233| audiol ogy assistant to each applicant who the board certifies
234| has:

235 (a) Conpleted the application formand remtted the

236| required fees, including a nonrefundable application fee.

237 (b) Conpleted the mininmumrequirenents for education and
238| on-the-job training adopted by rule of the board Conpleted—at
239

240 , . . I |y it . |
oa1] 1 | - T ” | . I i on.

242 (3) The board, by rule, shall establish m ninmmeducation

243| and on-the-job training and supervision requirenents for

244| certification as a speech-language pathol ogy assi stant or

245| audi ol ogy assi stant.

246 (4) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any
247| student, intern, or trainee perform ng speech-|l anguage pat hol ogy
248| or audiol ogy services while conpleting the supervised clinical
249| experience elockhours as required in s. 468. 1155.

250 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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