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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. HCB 6007, 2nd Eng.

Bar code 332760
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

WD/ 2R
05/ 04/ 2005 02: 20 PM

Senator Bullard noved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnment)

On lines 2476-2637, delete those lines

and insert:

Section 31. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
1008.22, Florida Statutes, is anended, present subsections (2)
t hrough (9) of that section are renunbered subsections (3)

t hrough (10), respectively, and a new subsection (2) is added
to that section, paragraphs (c) and (e) of present subsection
(3) and present subsection (9) of that section are anended,
present subsection (10) of that section is renunbered as
subsection (12), and a new subsection (11) is added to that
section, to read

1008. 22 Student assessnent program for public
school s. - -

(1) PURPCSE.--The primary purposes of the student
assessment programare to provide information needed to
i nprove the public schools by enhancing the |earning gains of
all students and to inform parents of the educational progress
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of their public school children. The program nmust be desi gned
to:
(f) Provide information on the performance of Florida

students conpared with other students ethers across the United

St at es.

(2) 1t is the intent of the Leqgislature that the

Departnent of Education use innovations in technol ogy and

assessnment to allow the Fl orida Conprehensi ve Assessnent Test

FCAT) to be adm nistered no earlier than March 15 in 2006, no

earlier than April 1 in 2007, and no earlier than April 15 in

2008 and beyond. It is the intent that scores will be received

bef ore the end of the school year, but scores for students in

grade 3 and students in grade 12 who are taking the test for

gr aduati on purposes shall be returned before the end of the

school vyear. Oher student scores shall be returned no |ater

than June 15 of each year

(4) 3> STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner
shal | design and inplenent a statew de program of educationa
assessment that provides information for the inprovenent of
t he operation and managenent of the public schools, including
school s operating for the purpose of providing educationa
services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns.
The conmi ssioner nay enter into contracts for the continued
admi ni stration of the assessnent, testing, and eval uation
prograns authorized and funded by the Legi slature. Contracts
may be initiated in 1 fiscal year and continue into the next
and may be paid fromthe appropriations of either or both
fiscal years. The comm ssioner is authorized to negotiate for
the sale or | ease of tests, scoring protocols, test scoring
services, and related material s devel oped pursuant to | aw
Pursuant to the statew de asse;snEnt program the comm ssioner
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shal I :

(c) Develop and inplenment a student achi evenent
testing program known as the Florida Conmprehensi ve Assessnent
Test (FCAT) as part of the statew de assessnent program—toe—be
att-R-steretd—annua-y—n—gratdes—3—through—36 t o neasure
readi ng, witing, science, and mathematics. O her content
areas may be included as directed by the comm ssioner. The

assessnment of reading and nat henntics shall be admi ni stered

annual ly in grades 3 through 10. The assessnent of witing and

science shall be adm nistered at | east once at the elenentary,

nm ddl e, and high school levels. The testing program nust be

desi gned so that:

1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the State Board of Education as specified in
paragraph (a). The tests must neasure and report student
proficiency levels in reading, witing, mathematics, and
sci ence. The conmi ssioner shall provide for the tests to be
devel oped or obtained, as appropriate, through contracts and
proj ect agreenents with private vendors, public vendors,
public agenci es, postsecondary educational institutions, or
school districts. The comm ssioner shall obtain input with
respect to the design and inplenentation of the testing
program from state educators and the public.

2. The testing programwill include a conbination of
normreferenced and criterion-referenced tests and include, to
the extent determ ned by the conmm ssioner, questions that
require the student to produce information or performtasks in
such a way that the skills and competencies he or she uses can
be measur ed.

3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
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whi ch students are required to produce witings that are then
scored by appropriate nethods.
4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow whi ch score a student's perfornmance is deemned
i nadequat e. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these | evels.
5. Except as provided in s. 1003.43(11)(b), students
must earn a passing score on the grade 10 assessment test
described in this paragraph or on an alternate assessment as
descri bed in subsection(10){9» in reading, witing, and
mat henatics to qualify for a regular high school diplom. The
State Board of Education shall designate a passing score for
each part of the grade 10 assessment test. In establishing
passi ng scores, the state board shall consider any possible

negative inpact of the test on mnority students. AH—students

test—atmni-strattoen— The State Board of Education shall adopt

rul es which specify the passing scores for the grade 10 FCAT.
Any such rules, which have the effect of raising the required
passi ng scores, shall only apply to students taking the grade
10 FCAT for the first time after such rules are adopted by the
State Board of Education
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6. Participation in the testing programis mandatory
for all students attending public school, including students
served in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns, except as
ot herwi se prescribed by the conmi ssioner. |f a student does
not participate in the statew de assessnent, the district nust
notify the student's parent and provide the parent with
i nfornmati on regarding the inplications of such
nonparticipation. If nodifications are nade in the student's
instruction to provi de accommpdati ons that woul d not be
permtted on the statew de assessment tests, the district mnust
notify the student's parent of the inplications of such
i nstructional nodifications. A parent rust provide signed
consent for a student to receive instructional nodifications
that woul d not be permitted on the statew de assessnents and
nmust acknowl edge in witing that he or she understands the
i mplications of such accomopdations. The State Board of
Educati on shall adopt rul es, based upon recommendati ons of the
conmi ssi oner, for the provision of test acconmodati ons and
nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns and for students who have
limted English proficiency. Accommodations that negate the
validity of a statew de assessnment are not all owabl e.

7. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
neet the same testing requirements that a regular high schoo
student must neet.

8. District school boards nust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
progression and hi gh school graduation. If a student is
provided with acconmodati ons or nodifications that are not
al l owabl e in the statew de assessnent program as described in
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the test nanuals, the district nmust informthe parent in
witing and rmust provide the parent with information regarding
the inmpact on the student's ability to neet expected
proficiency levels in reading, witing, and math. The
conmi ssi oner shall conduct studies as necessary to verify that
the required skills and conmpetencies are part of the district
i nstructional prograns.

9. The Departnent of Education nmust devel op, or
sel ect, and inplenent a comon battery of assessnent tools
that will be used in all juvenile justice prograns in the
state. These tools nust accurately neasure the skills and
conpet enci es established in the Florida Sunshine State

St andar ds.

The conmi ssioner may design and inpl enent student testing
programs, for any grade |evel and subject area, necessary to
ef fectively nonitor educational achievenent in the state.

(e) Conduct ongoi ng research and anal ysis of student
achi evenent data, including, without linmtation, nonitoring

trends in student achi evenent by grade | evel and overal

student achi evenent, identifying school prograns that are

successful, and analyzing correl ates of school achi evenent.
(10) 9> EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - -

(a) The State Board of Education shall conduct

concordance studi es, as necessary, to determ ne scores on the

SAT and the ACT equivalent to those required on the FCAT for

hi gh school graduati on pursuant to s. 1003.429(6)(a) or_s.
1003.43(5) (a).

(b) &) The Comm ssioner of Education shall approve the

use of the SAT and ACT tests as alternative assessnents to the

grade 10 FCAT fer—the—20603—2004—schoet—year. Students who
6
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attain scores on the SAT or ACT which equate to the passing
scores on the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high schoo
graduation shall satisfy the assessnent requirenent for a
standard hi gh school diploma as provided in s. 1003.429(6)(a)
or s. 1003.43(5)(a) fer—the—2063-—20064——sechoet—year if the
students neet the requirement in paragraph(c){b).

(c) by A student shall be required to take each

subject area of the grade 10 FCAT a total of three tines

wi t hout earning a passing score in order to use the

correspondi ng subject area scores on an alternative assessnent

pursuant to paragraph(b)fa)y . This requirenent shall not
apply to a new student who enters rs—anewstudent—te the

Florida public school systemin grade 12, who may either take

t he FCAT or use approved score equivalencies to fulfill the

graduati on requirenent.

(11) REPORTS. --The Departnment of Education shal

annual |l vy

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On line 149, follow ng the sem col on

i nsert:

providing legislative intent with respect to

i nnovations in technol ogy and assessnent;
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