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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; anmending s. 20.15, F.S.;
establishing the Division of Accountability, Research, and
Measurenent in the Departnent of Education; anending s.
1000.01, F.S.; conformng provisions relating to the
repeal of the Council for Education Policy Research and
| mprovenent; anending s. 1001.03, F.S.; requiring the
State Board of Education to review the Sunshine State
St andards and provide a report evaluating the extent to
whi ch the standards are being taught; anending s. 1001.11,
F.S.; conformng provisions relating to the repeal of the
Council for Education Policy Research and | nprovenent;
provi ding duties of the departnent relating to education
goal s; creating s. 1001.215, F.S.; creating the Just Read,
Florida! Ofice in the Departnment of Education; providing
duties; amending s. 1001.41, F.S.; requiring district
school boards to adopt policies to provide each student a
conpl ete education program anending s. 1001.42, F. S.;
providing requirenents for each district school board's
system of school inprovenent and student progression;
provi di ng conponents to increase student achievenent;
conform ng provisions relating to deletion of a rigorous
readi ng requirenment and the designation of school grades;
anmendi ng s. 1002.20, F.S.; conformng a cross reference
and provisions relating to educational choice; amending s.
1002.38, F.S.; conformng provisions relating to the
desi gnation of school grades and revising the date for
request of an Cpportunity Schol arship; creating s.
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1002. 385, F.S.; establishing the Readi ng Conpact
Schol arship Programto provide students with reading
deficiencies the option to attend a public or private
school of choice; providing eligibility requirenents for
recei pt of a Readi ng Conpact Scholarship to attend a
private school and restricting use of such schol arshi p;
providing for the termof a schol arship; providing schoo
district obligation to notify parents of avail able
options; providing Departnment of Education obligations,
i ncludi ng establishment of a process for notification of
vi ol ati ons, subsequent investigation, and certification of
conpliance by private schools and selection of a research
organi zation to anal yze student performance data;
provi di ng Comm ssi oner of Education authority and
obl i gations, including the denial, suspension, or
revocation of a private school's participation in the
schol arshi p program and procedures and tinelines therefor;
providing private school eligibility requirenents and
obl i gations, including conpliance with specified | aws and
academ c accountability to the parent; providing parent
and student responsibilities for scholarship program
participation, including conpliance with the private
school 's published policies, participation in student
academ c assessnent, and restrictive endorsenent of
schol arship warrants; prohibiting power of attorney for
endorsing a schol arship warrant; providing funding and
paynent requirenents, including calculation of schol arship
anount, payment process, and Departnment of Fi nanci al
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Services review, providing for immnity; providi ng scope
of authority; requiring adoption of rules; creating s.
1002.421, F.S., relating to rights and obligations of
private schools participating in state school choice
schol arshi p prograns; providing requirenments for
participation in a schol arship program i ncl uding
conpliance with specified state, local, and federal |aws
and denonstration of fiscal soundness; requiring
restrictive endorsenent of checks and prohibiting a school
fromacting as attorney in fact; requiring enploynent of
qualified teachers and background screeni ng of individuals
with direct student contact; requiring adoption of rules;
anending s. 1003.01, F.S.; revising definition of the term
"speci al education services"; anending s. 1003.03, F.S.;
nodi fying inplenentation provisions relating to
constitutional class size requirenments; creating s.
1003.035, F.S.; providing class size requirenents based on
di strict average contingent upon constitutional anendnent;
provi di ng i npl ementation and cal cul ati on requirenents;
speci fying options to neet class size requirenents;
aut hori zing transfer of funds for class size reduction;
requiring certain actions by school districts not in
conpliance; requiring constitutional conpliance plans in
certain instances; amending s. 1003.05, F.S.; deleting the
requi rement that certain children receive preference for
adm ssion to special academ c prograns even if maxi num
enrol | ment has been reached; renoving charter schools from
the definition of special academ c prograns; creating s.
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1003.413, F.S.; requiring each school district to
establish policies to assist high school students to
remain in school, graduate on tine, and be prepared for
post secondary education and the workplace; directing the
Commi ssi oner of Education to create and inplenent the
Chal | enge Hi gh School Recognition Program creating the
Hi gh School Reform Task Force and providing for
appoi nt rent of nenbers; requiring reconmendati on of a
long-termplan relating to high school reform and
specifying itenms to be addressed; providing for
termnation of the task force; anending s. 1003.415, F. S.;
providing the m ssion of mddl e grades; deleting the
rigorous reading requirenment for mddl e grade students;
del eti ng obsol ete | anguage relating to a departnent study;
creating s. 1003. 4155, F.S.; specifying the grading scale
for grades 6 through 8; creating s. 1003. 4156, F.S.;
speci fying general requirenents for m ddl e school
pronotion; requiring an intensive readi ng course under
certain circunstances; defining an academ c credit;
requi ring school district policies and authorizing
alternative nethods for progression; requiring adoption of
rules for alternative pronotion standards; anending s.
1003.42, F.S.; revising provisions relating to required
instruction and courses of study in the public schools;
i ncluding study of the history of the United States and
free enterprise; anending s. 1003.43, F.S., relating to
general requirenents for high school graduation; including
study of the Declaration of |Independence in the credit
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requi rement for Anerican governnent; anending s. 1003.57,
F.S.; providing guidelines for determ ning the residency
of an exceptional student with a disability who resides in
a residential facility and receives special instruction or
services; requiring the placing authority in a parent's
state of residence to pay the cost of such instruction,
facilities, and services for a nonresident exceptional
student with a disability; providing requirenents of the
departnent and school districts with respect to financi al
obligations; providing responsibilities of residential
facilities that educate exceptional students with
disabilities; providing applicability; defining the term
"parent" for purposes of the section; authorizing adoption
of rules; creating s. 1003.575, F.S.; requiring the
departnent to coordi nate the devel opnent of an individual
education plan formfor use in devel oping and i npl enenti ng
i ndi vi dual education plans for exceptional students;
requiring the formto be available to school districts to
facilitate the use of an individual education plan when a
student transfers; amending s. 1003.58, F.S.; correcting a
cross reference; amending s. 1003.62, F.S.; conform ng
provisions relating to the designation of school grades
and differentiated-pay policies; anending ss. 1005.22 and
1007.33, F.S.; conform ng provisions relating to the
repeal of the Council for Education Policy Research and
| mprovenent; anmending s. 1008.22, F.S.; specifying grade
| evel and subject area testing requirenents; requiring the
State Board of Education to conduct concordance studies to
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det erm ne FCAT equi val enci es for high school graduation;
deleting a limtation on and specifying requirenments for
the use of alternative assessnents to the grade 10 FCAT;
requiring an annual report on student performance;
amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; authorizing district school
boards to require | ow perform ng students to attend
remedi ati on prograns outside of regular school hours;
requiring the departnent to establish a uniform format for
reporting information relating to student progression;
requiring an annual report; repealing s. 1008. 301, F.S.,
relating to a concordance study of FCAT equival encies for
hi gh school graduation; amending s. 1008.31, F.S.;
del eting provisions relating to perfornmance-based funding;
revising goals and neasures of the K-20 performance
accountability systemand requiring data quality
i mprovenent; providing for devel opnment of reporting and
data collection requirements; requiring adoption of rules;
anendi ng s. 1008.33, F.S.; conform ng provisions relating
to the designation of school grades and a cross reference;
authorizing district school boards to transfer teachers,
faculty, and staff as needed; anending s. 1008.34, F.S.;
revising term nol ogy and provisions relating to
desi gnati on and determ nati on of school grades; specifying
use of assessnent data with respect to alternative
school s; defining the term "hone school”; requiring an
annual school report card to be published by the
departnment and distributed by school districts; creating
s. 1008.341, F.S.; requiring inprovenent ratings for
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certain alternative schools; providing the basis for such
ratings and requiring annual performance reports;
provi ding for determ nation of school inprovenent ratings,
identification of learning gains, and eligibility for
school recognition awards; requiring an annual report card
to be devel oped by the departnent and distributed by
school districts; requiring adoption of rules; anmending s.
1008. 345, F.S.; conformng provisions relating to the
desi gnation of school grades and a cross reference;
amending s. 1008.36, F.S.; providing for assignnent of
school grades to certain feeder pattern schools that do
not receive such a grade for purposes of participation in
the Fl orida School Recognition Program defining feeder
school pattern; providing that a feeder pattern school
shall be subject to the Opportunity Schol arshi p Program
nodi fyi ng procedures for determi nation and use of school
recogni tion awards; anending s. 1008.45, F.S.; conform ng
provisions relating to the repeal of the Council for
Education Policy Research and | nprovenent; repealing s.
1008.51, F.S., relating to the Council for Education
Pol icy Research and | nprovenent; anending s. 1011.62,
F.S.; providing FTE funding for juveniles enrolled in a
speci fi ed education program providing funding for
suppl ement al educati onal services for certain students;
conform ng cross references and provisions relating to the
desi gnati on of school grades; establishing a research-
based reading instruction allocation to provide funds for
a conprehensive reading instruction system requiring
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school district plans for use of the allocation and
approval thereof; including the allocation in the total
amount allocated to each school district for current
operation; anending s. 1011.64, F.S.; conform ng
term nol ogy and cross references; amending s. 1011. 685,
F.S.; conformng provisions relating to the repeal of the
BEST Fl ori da Teaching sal ary career | adder program and
i npl enentation of a differentiated-pay policy; creating s.
1011.6855, F.S.; creating an operating categorical fund to
fund m ni nrum pay requirements for certain instructional
personnel contingent upon constitutional anmendnent;
amending s. 1011.71, F.S.; correcting a cross reference;
anending s. 1012.21, F.S.; requiring the departnment to
annual Iy post online school district collective bargaining
contracts; anmending s. 1012.22, F.S.; deleting a
requi renent that each district school board adopt a
per f ormance- pay policy; requiring each district school
board to annually provide its negotiated collective
bar gai ning contract to the departnent; creating s.
1012. 2305, F.S.; establishing m ninum pay for certain
i nstructional personnel contingent upon constitutional
anmendnent; repealing s. 1012.231, F.S., relating to the
BEST Fl ori da Teaching sal ary career | adder program
creating s. 1012.2312, F.S.; requiring each district
school board to adopt a differentiated-pay policy for
i nstructional personnel; providing factors on which
differentiated pay shall be based; authorizing funds to be
wi thhel d from school districts under certain
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circunstances; creating s. 1012.2313, F.S.; requiring each
di strict school board to have a differentiated-pay policy
for school admi nistrators; providing factors on which
differentiated pay shall be based; authorizing funds to be
wi t hhel d from school districts under certain
circunstances; creating s. 1012.2315, F.S.; providing
school district requirenents for the assignnment of
teachers and aut hori zing incentives; providing procedures
for nonconpliance; providing requirenents relating to
col | ective bargaining; anending s. 1012.27, F.S.;
conform ng provisions relating to the repeal of the BEST
Fl ori da Teachi ng sal ary career |adder program and
i npl enentation of a differentiated-pay policy; amending s.
1012.34, F.S.; conform ng provisions relating to del etion
of a rigorous reading requirenent; creating s. 1012. 986,
F.S.; establishing the A+ Professional Devel opnent Program
for School Leaders; defining the term"school |eader"”;
establ i shing school | eadership designations; providing
programrequi rements and delivery systens; requiring
adoption of rules; repealing s. 1012.987, F.S., relating
to rules for a | eadershi p designation; creating s.
1013.381, F.S.; requiring each district school board to
adopt and i npl enment an indoor environnmental quality policy
whi ch provides for periodic surveys; providing that the
policy may include certain requirenents; providing for
i ndemmi fication under certain circunstances; requiring
di splay of indoor environnmental quality training
conpl etion; requiring adoption of rules; anending s.
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1013.512, F.S.; requiring the release of funds renmaining
in reserve relating to school district |and acquisition
and facilities operations; specifying when a Land

Acqui sition and Facilities Advisory Board shall be

di sbanded; establishing the Charter School Task Force and
speci fying conposition and duties; requiring the
departnment to provide staff support to the task force;

provi ding severability; providing effective dates.

WHEREAS, students will have the best opportunity to obtain
a high-quality education in the public education systemof this
state, and that system can best be enhanced, when resources are
all ocated efficiently and are concentrated to enhance a safe,
secure, and disciplined classroom | earning environnent, when
teachers and principals are supported, when high-quality
education is reinforced through shared hi gh academ c
expectations, and when successes are rewarded, failures are
identified, and the public is apprised of both successes and
failures, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) is added to subsection (3) of
section 20.15, Florida Statutes, to read:
20.15 Departnment of Education.--There is created a
Depart ment of Educati on.
(3) DIVISIONS. --The follow ng divisions of the Departnent
of Education are established:
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(f) Division of Accountability, Research, and Measurenent.

V E S

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
1000. 01, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1000.01 The Florida K-20 education system technical
provi si ons. - -

(5) EDUCATI ON GOVERNANCE TRANSFERS. - -

(a) Effective July 1, 2001:

1. The Board of Regents is abolished.

2. Al of the powers, duties, functions, records,
personnel, and property; unexpended bal ances of appropriations,
all ocations, and other funds; adm nistrative authority;
adm ni strative rules; pending issues; and existing contracts of
the Board of Regents are transferred by a type two transfer,
pursuant to s. 20.06(2), to the State Board of Educati on.

3. The State Board of Community Coll eges is abolished.

4. Al of the powers, duties, functions, records,
personnel, and property; unexpended bal ances of appropriations,
al l ocations, and other funds; adm nistrative authority;
adm ni strative rules; pending issues; and existing contracts of
the State Board of Community Col |l eges are transferred by a type
two transfer, pursuant to s. 20.06(2), fromthe Departnent of
Education to the State Board of Education

5. The Postsecondary Education Planning Commission is
abol i shed.

6— The Councilfor Education Poliecy Researchand
Laprovenrenti-s—created-as—anindependent—officeunder the O fice
of Legislative Services—
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6.8~ The Articulation Coordinating Commttee and the
Educati on Standards Conm ssion are transferred by a type two
transfer, pursuant to s. 20.06(2), fromthe Departnent of
Education to the State Board of Education

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 1001.03, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1001. 03 Specific powers of State Board of Education. --

(1) PUBLIC K-12 STUDENT PERFORVANCE STANDARDS. --The State
Board of Education shall approve the student perfornmance
st andards known as the Sunshine State Standards in key academ c
subj ect areas and grade levels. The state board shal

periodically review the standards to ensure adequate rigor,

| ogi cal student progression, and articulation fromgrade to

grade and evaluate the extent to which the standards are being

taught at each grade |evel. The evaluation shall be provided to

t he Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and

the President of the Senate and shall include a determ nation of

each district school board' s provision of a conplete education

program pursuant to s. 1001.41(3).

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
1001. 11, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:
1001. 11 Conmi ssioner of Education; other duties.--
(2)(a) The Comm ssioner of Education shall recomend to
the State Board of Education performance goal s addressing the
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educati onal needs of the state for the K-20 education system

The Departnment of GCeuwneit—for Educati on PeH-ecy—Research—and
provenent—as—anindependent—entity, shall develop a report

card assigning grades to indicate Florida' s progress toward

nmeeti ng those goals. The annual report card shall contain
information showing Florida's performance relative to other
states on sel ected nmeasures, as well as Florida's ability to
neet the need for postsecondary degrees and prograns and how
wel | the Legislature has provided resources to neet this need.
The information shall include the results of the National
Assessnent of Educational Progress or a simlar national
assessnent program admini stered to students in Florida. By
January 1 of each year, the departnent GCeunecit—for—Education
PolH-ey—Research—andtnprovernent shall submt the report card to
the Legislature, the Governor, and the public.

Section 5. Section 1001.215, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1001. 215 Just Read, Floridal Ofice.--There is created in
the Departnent of Education the Just Read, Florida! Ofice. The
of fice shall:

(1) Train professionally certified teachers to becone

certified reading coaches.

(2) Create nmultiple designations of effective reading

instruction, with acconpanying credentials, that encourage al

teachers to integrate reading instruction into their content

ar eas.

(3) Train K-12 teachers, school principals, and parents on

resear ch- based reading instruction strategies.
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(4) Provide technical assistance to school districts in

t he devel opnent and i npl enentation of district plans for use of

t he research-based reading instruction allocation provided in s.

1011.62(8) and annually revi ew and approve such pl ans.
(5) Woirk with the Florida Center for Readi ng Research to

provide i nfornati on on research-based readi ng prograns.

(6) Periodically review the Sunshine State Standards for

reading at all grade |evels.

(7) Periodically review teacher certification exam nations

to ensure that the exam nations neasure necessary skills in

research- based readi ng instructional strategies.

(8 Wirk with teacher preparation prograns approved

pursuant to s. 1004.04 to ensure integration of research-based

readi ng instructional strategies into teacher preparation

pr ogr ans.
(9) Admnister grants and perform ot her functions

necessary to assist with neeting the goal that all students read

at grade | evel.
Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 1001.41, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1001.41 General powers of district school board.--The
district school board, after considering reconmendations
submitted by the district school superintendent, shall exercise
the foll ow ng general powers:

(3) Prescribe and adopt standards and policies to provide

each student the opportunity to receive a conplete education

program including |anguage arts, mathenmatics, science, social

studi es, health, physical education, foreign | anguages, and the
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arts as defined by the Sunshine State Standards pursuant to s.

1001. 03(1) as—are-considered-desirable by it for inprovingthe
i . hool

Section 7. Subsection (16), paragraph (d) of subsection
(17), and subsection (18) of section 1001.42, Florida Statutes,
are anmended to read:

1001. 42 Powers and duties of district school board.--The

di strict school board, acting as a board, shall exercise al
powers and performall duties |listed bel ow

(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State Board
of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall be consistent with, and
i npl enented through, the district's continuing system of
pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.

1008. 385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of schoo
i mprovenent and education accountability shall include, but is
not limted to, the follow ng:

(a) School inprovenent plans.--Annually approve and
require inplenmentation of a new, anended, or continuation school
i nprovement plan for each school in the district, except that a
district school board nay establish a district school
i nprovenent plan that includes all schools in the district
operating for the purpose of providing educational services to
youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice progranms. Such plan
shal|l be designed to achieve the state education priorities
pursuant to s. 1000.03(5) and student perfornmance standards. +a
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reguirepent—pursuant—to-s—1003-415 nust nelude such-conponent
Hn— i - Each plan shall al so address

i ssues relative to budget, training, instructional materials,
technol ogy, staffing, student support services, specific school
safety and discipline strategies, student health and fitness,

i ncludi ng physical fitness, parental information on student
health and fitness, and indoor environnental air quality, and
other matters of resource allocation, as determ ned by district
school board policy, and shall be based on an anal ysis of
student achi evenent and ot her school perfornmance data.

(b) School inprovenent plan requirenents. --Each district

school board's system of school inprovenent and student

progressi on nust be designed to provide frequent and accurate

information to the teacher and student regardi ng each student's

progress toward nastering the Sunshine State Standards. The

system nust denonstrate the alignnment of the Sunshine State

St andards, instructional strategies, assessnent, and

pr of essi onal devel opnent. Each school inprovenent plan nust

identify the strategies for nonitoring the progress of each

student. The process used by each school to nonitor student

progression nmust, at a mininum contain the follow ng conponents

that are ained at increasing student achi evenent:

1. Disaggregated student achi evenent data related to

student performance which is used to identify each individual

student's strengths and weaknesses and to determ ne the

ef fectiveness of the teaching and | earning strategies that are

being used in the classroom
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2. The Sunshine State Standards instructional cal endar and

tineline, using disaggregated student performance data to focus

instruction on the Sunshine State Standards, nanage

instructional tinme, and all ocate resources.

3. Prioritized instructional focus to facilitate explicit

and systenatic instruction using research-based effective

practices in the classroom

4. M ni-assessnents of targeted Sunshine State Standards

benchmarks to nonitor student progress and generate data to

redesign instruction, if needed.

5. Alternative in-school, tutorial, renediation, or

enrichnment strategies for students which are based on each

student's individual acadeni c needs as defined by the mni -

assessnents.

6. Systenmtic nonitoring of each teacher's inplenentation

of the conprehensive program for student progression as

descri bed i n subparagraphs 1.-5.

(c)b)y Approval process.--Develop a process for approval
of a school inprovenent plan presented by an individual school
and its advisory council. In the event a district school board
does not approve a school inprovenent plan after exhausting this
process, the Departnent of Education shall be notified of the
need for assistance.

(d) e}y Assistance and intervention.--

1. Develop a 2-year plan of increasing individualized
assi stance and intervention for each school in danger of not
nmeeting state standards or maki ng adequate progress, as defined
pursuant to statute and State Board of Education rule, toward
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476| meeting the goals and standards of its approved school
477| inprovenent plan.
478 2. Provide assistance and intervention to a school that is

479| designated with a rdentified—as—berng+nperformance grade of
480| eategory "D' pursuant to s. 1008.34 and is in danger of failing.

481 3. Develop a plan to encourage teachers with denonstrated
482| mastery in inproving student performance to renmain at or

483| transfer to a school designated with a as—performance grade of
484| ecategory "D' or "F'" or to an alternative school that serves

485| disruptive or violent youths. If a classroomteacher, as defined
486| by s. 1012.01(2)(a), who neets the definition of teaching

487| mastery devel oped according to the provisions of this paragraph,
488| requests assignment to a school designated with a as—performwance
489| grade of eategoery "D' or "F' or to an alternative school that
490| serves disruptive or violent youths, the district school board
491| shall nake every practical effort to grant the request.

492 4. Prioritize, to the extent possible, the expenditures of
493| funds received fromthe suppl enental academ c instruction

494| categorical fund under s. 1011.62(1)(f) to inprove student

495| performance in schools that receive a performance grade category
496| designatien of "D' or "F."

497 (e)eed) After 2 years.--Notify the Conm ssioner of

498| Education and the State Board of Education in the event any

499| school does not neke adequate progress toward neeting the goals

500( and standards of a school inprovenent plan by the end of 2 years
501 of failing to nake adequate progress and proceed according to

502| guidelines devel oped pursuant to statute and State Board of

503| Education rule. School districts shall provide intervention and
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504| assistance to schools in danger of being designated with a as
505| performance grade of eategory "F," failing to nmake adequate

506| progress.

507 (f)fe) Public disclosure.--Provide information regarding
508| performance of students and educational prograns as required
509| pursuant to ss. 1008.22 and 1008. 385 and i npl enent a system of
510 school reports as required by statute and State Board of

511| Education rule that shall include schools operating for the

512| purpose of providing educational services to youth in Departnent
513| of Juvenile Justice prograns, and for those schools, report on
514| the elenents specified in s. 1003.52(19). Annual public

515| disclosure reports shall be in an easy-to-read report card

516| format and shall include the school's student and school

517| performance grade category—desighation and performance data as
518| specified in state board rule.

519 (g9) School inmprovenment funds.--Provide funds to school s
520| for developing and i nplenenting school inprovenent plans. Such
521| funds shall include those funds appropriated for the purpose of
522| school inprovenent pursuant to s. 24.121(5)(c).

523 (17) LOCAL- LEVEL DECI SI ONMAKI NG. - -

524 (d) Adopt policies that assist in giving greater autonony,
525| including authority over the allocation of the school's budget,

526| to schools designated with a as—performance grade of category
527 "A" making excellent progress, and schools rated as having

528| inproved at |east two grades performahce—grade—categories
529 (18) OPPORTUNI TY SCHOLARSHI PS. - - Adopt policies allow ng

530| students attending schools that have been designated with a as

531| performance grade of ecategory "F," failing to make adequate
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progress, for 2 school years in a 4-year period to attend a

hi gher perform ng school in the district or an adjoining
district or be granted a state opportunity scholarship to a
private school, in conformance wth s. 1002. 38 and St ate Board
of Education rule.

Section 8. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) and paragraphs
(a) and (b) of subsection (6) of section 1002.20, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read:

1002. 20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of public
school students nust receive accurate and tinely information
regarding their child' s academ c progress and nust be inforned
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
students and their parents are afforded nunerous statutory
rights including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(3) HEALTH | SSUES. - -

(d) Reproductive health and di sease education.--A public
school student whose parent nmakes witten request to the schoo
princi pal shall be exenpted fromthe teaching of reproductive
health or any disease, including HV/AIDS, in accordance with
the provisions of s. 1003.42(4)3).

(6) EDUCATI ONAL CHO CE. - -

(a) Public school choices.--Parents of public school
students may seek whatever public school choice options that are
applicable to their students and are available to students in
their school districts. These options may include controlled
open enrollnment, |lab schools, charter schools, charter technica
career centers, magnet schools, alternative schools, special
progranms, advanced pl acenent, dual enrollnent, Internationa
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Baccal aureate, early adm ssions, credit by exam nation or
denonstration of conpetency, the New Wrld School of the Arts,
the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, and the Florida
Virtual School. These options may al so include the public school
choice options of the Opportunity Schol arship Program_ anrd the
McKay Schol arships for Students with Disabilities Program and
t he Readi ng Conpact Schol arship Program

(b) Private school choices.--Parents of public schoo
students may seek private school choice options under certain
pr ogr ans.

1. Under the Qpportunity Schol arship Program the parent
of a student in a failing public school may request and receive
an opportunity scholarship for the student to attend a private
school in accordance with the provisions of s. 1002. 38.

2. Under the McKay Schol arships for Students with
Disabilities Program the parent of a public school student with
a disability who is dissatisfied wwth the student's progress my
request and receive a McKay Schol arship for the student to
attend a private school in accordance with the provisions of s.
1002. 39.

3. Under the corporate incone tax credit scholarship
program the parent of a student who qualifies for free or
reduced-price school |unch nay seek a schol arship from an
el igible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zation in
accordance with the provisions of s. 220.187.

4., Under the Readi ng Conpact Schol arship Program the

parent of a student with reading deficiencies may request and

recei ve a Readi ng Conpact Schol arship for the student to attend
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a private school in accordance with the provisions of s.
1002. 385.
Section 9. Subsection (2) and paragraphs (a) and (b) of

subsection (3) of section 1002.38, Florida Statutes, are anended
to read:

1002. 38 Qpportunity Schol arship Program - -

(2) OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSH P ELIGE BILITY.--A public school
student's parent nay request and receive fromthe state an
opportunity scholarship for the student to enroll in and attend
a private school in accordance with the provisions of this
section if:

(a)l. By assigned school attendance area or by speci al
assignnent, the student has spent the prior school year in
attendance at a public school that has been designated pursuant
to s. 1008.34 with a as—performance grade of eategory "F,"
failing to make adequate progress, and that has had 2 schoo
years in a 4-year period of such | ow performance, and the
student's attendance occurred during a school year in which such
designation was in effect;

2. The student has been in attendance el sewhere in the
public school system and has been assigned to such school for
t he next school year; or

3. The student is entering kindergarten or first grade and
has been notified that the student has been assigned to such
school for the next school year.

(b) The parent has obtai ned acceptance for adm ssion of
the student to a private school eligible for the program
pursuant to subsection (4), and has notified the Departnent of
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Education and the school district of the request for an
opportunity scholarship no later than August Jwy 1 of the first

year in which the student intends to use the schol arship.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to a student who
is enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of providing
educational services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice
commi t ment prograns. For purposes of continuity of educational
choice, the opportunity scholarship shall remain in force unti
the student returns to a public school or, if the student
chooses to attend a private school the highest grade of which is
grade 8, until the student matriculates to high school and the
public high school to which the student is assigned is an
accredited school with a perfoermance grade category—designation
of "C' or better. However, at any tine upon reasonable notice to
t he Departnent of Education and the school district, the
student's parent may renove the student fromthe private schoo
and place the student in a public school, as provided in

subpar agraph (3)(a) 2.

(3) SCHOOL DI STRI CT OBLI GATI ONS. - -

(a) A school district shall, for each student enrolled in
or assigned to a school that has been designated with a as
performance grade of eategoery "F' for 2 school years in a 4-year
peri od:

1. Tinmely notify the parent of the student as soon as such
designation is nmade of all options available pursuant to this

secti on.
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2. Ofer that student's parent an opportunity to enrol
the student in the public school within the district that has
been designhated by the state pursuant to s. 1008. 34 as a school
perform ng higher than that in which the student is currently
enrolled or to which the student has been assigned, but not |ess
t han performance grade ecategory "C." The parent is not required
to accept this offer in lieu of requesting a state opportunity
scholarship to a private school. The opportunity to continue
attendi ng the hi gher perform ng public school shall remain in
force until the student graduates from hi gh school

(b) The parent of a student enrolled in or assigned to a
school that has been designated with a perfermance grade of
category "F' for 2 school years in a 4-year period nmay choose as
an alternative to enroll the student in and transport the
student to a higher-perform ng public school that has avail able
space in an adjacent school district, and that school district
shal | accept the student and report the student for purposes of
the district's funding pursuant to the Florida Educati on Fi nance
Program

Section 10. Section 1002.385, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1002. 385 Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi p Program - -

(1) READI NG COVPACT SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM - - The Readi ng
Conpact Schol arship Programis established to offer the parent

of a student who has not attained reading proficiency above

Level 1 on FCAT Readi ng an educational choice to further the

student's progress in reading. The schol arship program shal

provi de students who have scored at Level 1 on FCAT Readi ng for
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2 of the previous 3 years the option to attend a public or

private school of choice.
(2) READI NG COVMPACT SCHOLARSHI P ELI G BILITY. --The parent
of a public school student nay request and receive fromthe

state a Readi ng Conpact Schol arship for the student to enroll in

and attend a private school in accordance with the provisions of

this section if:
(a) The student scored at Level 1 on FCAT Reading for 2 of

the previous 3 years. However, a student who scored at Level 1

on grade 10 FCAT Reading is not eligible for a Readi ng Conpact

Schol arshi p

(b) The parent has obtai ned acceptance for adm ssion of

the student to a private school eligible to participate in the

schol arshi p program pursuant to subsection (8) and has requested

fromthe Departnment of Education a Readi ng Conpact Schol arship

no |later than 60 days prior to the date of the first schol arship

paynent. The parental request nust be through a comrunication

directly to the departnent in a nanner that creates a witten or

el ectronic record of the request and the date of receipt of the

request.
(3) READI NG COVPACT SCHOLARSHI P PROHI BI TI ONS. - - A st udent

shall not use a Readi ng Conpact Schol arship while he or she is:

(a) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of

provi di ng educational services to youth in Departnent of

Juvenil e Justice conmtnent prograns.

(b) Receiving a scholarship froman eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p- fundi ng organi zati on under s. 220.187.

(c) Already receiving an educational schol arshi p pursuant
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to this chapter.

(d) Participating in a hone education program as defined
ins. 1002.01(1).

(e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant
to s. 1002.43.

(f) Participating in a virtual school, correspondence

school, or distance |earning programthat receives state funding

pursuant to the student's participation.

(g) Enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Bl i nd.

(4) TERM OF READI NG COVPACT SCHOLARSHI P. - -

(a) For purposes of continuity of educational choice, a

Readi ng Conpact Schol arship shall remain in force until the

student returns to a public school or graduates from hi gh

school .

(b) Upon reasonable notice to the departnment and the

school district, the student's parent may renove the student

fromthe private school and place the student in a public

school, as provided in paragraph (5)(a).

(c) Upon reasonable notice to the departnent, the

student's parent nmay nove the student from one participating

private school to another participating private school.
(5) SCHOOL DI STRICT OBLI GATI ONS; PARENTAL OPTI ONS. - -
(a)l. A school district shall tinely notify the parent of

each eligible student of all options available pursuant to this

section and offer that student's parent an opportunity to enrol

the student in another public school within the school district.

V E S

2. The parent is not required to accept the offer of
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enrolling the student in another public school in |ieu of

requesti ng a Readi ng Conpact Schol arship to a private school.

However, if the parent chooses the public school option, the

student nay continue attending a public school chosen by the

parent until the student graduates from hi gh school.

3. |If the parent chooses a public school consistent with

the district school board' s choice plan under s. 1002.31, the

school district shall provide transportation to the public

school selected by the parent. The parent is responsible for

providing transportation to a public school chosen that is not

consistent with the district school board's choice plan under s.

1002. 31.

(b) If the parent chooses the private school option and

t he student is accepted by the private school pending the

availability of a space for the student, the parent of the

student nust notify the departnent no |ater than 60 days prior

to the first scholarship paynent and before entering the private

school in order to be eligible for the schol arship when a space

becones avail able for the student in the private school

(c) The parent of a student may choose, as an alternative,

to enroll the student in and transport the student to a public

school in an adjacent school district that has avail abl e space,

and that school district shall accept the student and report the

student for purposes of the school district's funding under the

Fl ori da Educati on Fi nhance Program

(d) For a student in the school district who participates

in the Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi p Program whose parent requests

that the student take the statew de assessnents under s.
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1008. 22, the school district shall provide | ocations and tines

to take all statew de assessnents.
(6) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OBLI GATI ONS. - - The depart nent
shal | :

(a) Establish a toll-free hotline that provides parents

and private schools with infornation on participation in the

Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi p Program

(b) Establish a process by which individuals may notify

t he departnent of any violation by a parent, private school, or

school district of state laws relating to program participation.

The departnent shall conduct an investigation of any witten

conplaint of a violation of this section, or nake a referral to

t he appropriate agency for an investigation, if the conplaint is

signed by the conplainant and is legally sufficient. A conplaint

is legally sufficient if it contains ultimate facts that show

that a violation of this section or any rule adopted by the

State Board of Education has occurred. In order to deternine

| egal sufficiency, the departnent may require supporting

i nformati on or docunentation fromthe conpl ai nant.

(c) Require an annual, notarized, sworn conpliance

statenent by participating private schools certifying conpliance

with state | aws and shall retain such records.

(d) Cross-check the |list of participating schol arship

students with the public school enrollnent lists prior to the

first schol arship paynent to avoid duplication

(e) Ildentify all nationally normreferenced tests that are

conparable to the normreferenced test portions of the Florida

Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test (FCAT).
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(f) Select an independent private research organi zation to

whi ch participating private schools nust report the scores of

participating students on the nationally normreferenced tests

adm ni stered by the private school. The independent private

research organi zati on nust annually report to the departnment on

t he year-to-year inprovenents of participating students. The

i ndependent private research organi zati on nust anal yze and

report student performance data in a nanner that protects the

rights of students and parents as mandated in 20 U S. C.  s.

12329, the Fam |y Educational Rights and Privacy Act, and nust

not di saggregate data to a level that will disclose the academ c

|l evel of individuals or of individual schools. To the extent

possi bl e, the independent private research organi zati on nust

accunul ate historical perfornance data on students fromthe

departnment and private schools to describe baseline perfornance

and to conduct |ongitudinal studies. To mninze costs and

reduce tine required for third-party analysis and eval uation,

t he departnent shall conduct anal yses of natched students from

public school assessnent data and cal cul ate control group

| earni ng gai ns usi ng an agreed-upon net hodol ogy outlined in the

contract with the third-party evaluator. The sharing of student

data nust be in accordance with the requirenents of 20 U. S.C. s.

1232g, the Fam |y Educational Rights and Privacy Act, and shal

be for the sol e purpose of conducting the evaluation. Al

parti es nust preserve the confidentiality of such infornation as

ot herwi se required by state and federal |aw.
(7) COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON AUTHORI TY AND OBLI GATI ONS. - -

V E S
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revoke a private school's participation in the schol arship

programif it is determned that the private school has failed

to conply with the provisions of this section. However, in

i nstances in which the nonconpliance is correctable within a

reasonabl e ampunt of tinme and in which the health, safety, and

wel fare of the students are not threatened, the comm ssioner nay

i ssue a notice of nonconpliance which shall provide the private

school with a tinefranme within which to provide evidence of

conpliance prior to taking action to suspend or revoke the

private school's participation in the schol arship program

(b) The conmi ssioner's determination is subject to the

fol |l owi ng:

1. |If the comm ssioner intends to deny, suspend, or revoke

a private school's participation in the scholarship program the

departnment shall notify the private school of such proposed

action in witing by certified nail and regular mail to the

private school's address of record with the departnent. The

notification shall include the reasons for the proposed action

and notice of the tinelines and procedures set forth in this

par agr aph.

2. The private school that is adversely affected by the

proposed action shall have 15 days fromthe recei pt of the

noti ce of proposed action to file with the departnent's agency

clerk a request for a proceeding pursuant to ss. 120.569 and

120.57. If the private school is entitled to a hearing under s.

120.57(1), the departnent shall forward the request to the

Di vision of Administrative Hearings.

3. Upon receipt of a request referred pursuant to this
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par agraph, the director of the D vision of Adm nistrative

Hearings shall expedite the hearing and assign an adm nistrative

| aw j udge who shall commence a hearing within 30 days after the

recei pt of the formal witten request by the division and enter

a recomended order within 30 days after the hearing or within

30 days after receipt of the hearing transcript, whichever is

|ater. Each party shall be allowed 10 days in which to submt

written exceptions to the reconmended order. A final order shal

be entered by the agency within 30 days after the entry of a

reconmended order. The provisions of this subparagraph nay be

wai ved upon stipulation by all parties.

(c) The commi ssioner nay i mmedi ately suspend paynent if it

is determned that there is probable cause to believe that there

i'S:
1. An imminent threat to the health, safety, and welfare

of the students; or

2. Fraudulent activity on the part of the private school.

The comm ssioner's order suspendi ng paynent pursuant to this

par agraph may be appeal ed pursuant to the sane procedures and

tinelines as the notice of proposed action set forth in

par agraph (b).
(8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGBILITY AND OBLI GATI ONS. --To be
eligible to participate in the Readi ng Conpact Schol arship

Program a private school nay be sectarian or nonsectarian and

must :

(a) Conply with all applicable requirenents for private

school s participating in state school choice progranms pursuant
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to s. 1002.421.
(b) Provide the departnent all docunentation required for

the student's participation, including the private school's and

student's fee schedules, at |east 30 days before the first

quarterly schol arship paynent is nade for the student.

(c) Be academ cally accountable to the parent for neeting

t he educational needs of the student by:

1. At a mininum annually providing to the parent a

witten explanation of the student's progress.

2. Annually administering or maki ng provision for students

participating in the scholarship programto take one of the

nationally normreferenced tests identified by the departnent.

Students with disabilities for whom standardi zed testing i s not

appropriate are exenpt fromthis requirenent. A participating

private school nust report a student's scores to the parent and

to the i ndependent private research organi zati on sel ected by the

departnment pursuant to paragraph (6)(f).

3. Cooperating with the schol arship student whose parent

chooses to participate in the statew de assessnents pursuant to
s. 1008. 22.

The inability of a private school to neet the requirenents of

this subsection shall constitute a basis for the ineligibility

of the private school to participate in the scholarship program

as determ ned by the departnent.

(9) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSI BI LI TI ES FOR PROGRAM
PARTI ClI PATI ON. - - A parent who applies for a Readi ng Conpact
Schol arship is exercising his or her parental option to place
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895 his or her child in a private school.

896 (a) The parent nust select the private school and apply

897| for the adm ssion of his or her child.

898 (b) The parent nmust have requested the schol arship at

899| |east 60 days prior to the date of the first schol arship

900| paynent.
901 (c) Any student participating in the Readi ng Conpact

902| Schol arship Program nust renmin in attendance throughout the

903| school year, unless excused by the school for illness or other

904| good cause.

905 (d) Each parent and each student has an obligation to the

906| private school to conply with the private school's published

907| policies.
908 (e) The parent shall ensure that the student participating

909| in the scholarship programtakes the normreferenced assessnent

910| offered by the private school. The parent may al so choose to

911| have the student participate in the statew de assessnments

912| pursuant to s. 1008.22. If the parent requests that the student

913| participating in the scholarship programtake statew de

914| assessnents pursuant to s. 1008.22, the parent is responsible

915| for transporting the student to the assessnent site desi gnhated
916| by the school district.

917 (f) Upon receipt of a scholarship warrant, the parent to

918| whomthe warrant is nade nust restrictively endorse the warrant

919| to the private school for deposit into the account of the

920| private school. The parent nmay not designate any entity or

921| individual associated with the participating private school as

922| the parent's attorney in fact to sign a scholarship warrant. A
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923| participant who fails to conply with this paragraph forfeits the

924| schol arship.
925 (10) READI NG COVPACT SCHOLARSHI P FUNDI NG AND PAYNENT. - -
926 (a) The maxi mum Readi ng Conpact Schol arship granted for an

927| eligible student shall be a cal cul ated amount equivalent to the

928| base student allocation in the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program

929 nultiplied by the appropriate cost factor for the educati onal

930| programthat woul d have been provided for the student in the

931| district school to which he or she was assigned, multiplied by

932| the district cost differential. In addition, the cal cul at ed

933| ampunt shall include the per-student share of instructional

934| materials funds, technol ogy funds, and other categorical funds

935| as provided for this purpose in the General Appropriations Act.
936| For a student who attended the Florida School for the Deaf and
937| the Blind, the Readi ng Conpact Schol arship shall be cal cul at ed

938| based on the school district in which the student's parent

939| resides at the tinme of the schol arship request.
940 (b) The anmobunt of the Readi ng Conpact Schol arship shall be
941| the cal cul ated anount or the anmount of the private school's

942| tuition and fees, whichever is |less. Fees eligible shall include

943| textbook fees, |lab fees, and other fees related to instruction,

944| including transportation.

945 (c) The school district shall report all students who are

946| attending a private school under this schol arship program The

947| students attending private schools on Readi ng Conpact

948| Schol arshi ps shall be reported separately fromthose students

949| reported for purposes of the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program

950 (d) A public or private school that provides services to
Page 34 of 133

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hch6007-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HCB 6007 (for HBs 91, 1021, 1223, 1323, 1365, 1737, 1791, 1847)

951| students with disabilities shall receive the wei ghted funding

952| for such services at the appropriate funding | evel consistent
953 with the provisions of s. 1011.62(1)(e).
954 (e) For purposes of calculating the Readi ng Conpact

955| Schol arship, a student shall be eligible for the anount of the

956| appropriate basic cost factor if:

957 1. The student currently participates in a Goup 1 program

958| funded at the basic cost factor and i s not subsequently

959| identified as having a disability; or

960 2. The student currently participates in a G oup 2 program

961| and the parent has chosen a private school that does not provide

962| the additional services funded by a Group 2 program

963 (f) Following notification on July 1, Septenber 1,

964| Decenber 1, or February 1 of the nunber of schol arship program

965| participants, the departnent shall transfer, from General

966| Revenue funds only, the cal culated anount fromthe Florida

967| Education Finance Program and authorized categorical accounts to

968| a separate account for the Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi p Program

969| for quarterly disbursenent to the parents of participating

970| students. Wien a student enters the schol arship program the

971| departnent nust receive all docunentation required for the

972| student's participation, including the private school's and

973| student's fee schedules, at |east 30 days before the first

974| quarterly scholarship paynent is made for the student.

975 (g) The Chief Financial Oficer shall nmake Readi ng Conpact

976| Schol arship paynments in four equal anpbunts no |later than

977| Septenber 1, Novenber 1, February 1, and April 1 of each

978| acadenmi c year in which the Readi ng Conpact Scholarship is in
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force. The initial paynent shall be nade after departnent

verification of adm ssion acceptance, and subsequent paynents

shal | be made upon verification of continued enroll nment and

attendance at the private school. Paynent nust be by individual

warrant nmade payable to the student's parent and mail ed by the

departnment to the private school of the parent's choice, and the

parent shall restrictively endorse the warrant to the private

school .

(h) Subsequent to each schol arshi p paynent, the Depart nent

of Financial Services shall randomy review endorsed warrants to

confirmconpliance with endorsenment requirenents. The Depart nent

of Financial Services shall inmediately report inconsistencies

or irregularities to the departnent.
(11) LIABILITY.--No liability shall arise on the part of
the state based on the award or use of a Readi ng Conpact

Schol ar shi p.
(12) SCOPE OF AUTHORITY.--The inclusion of eligible

private schools within options available to Florida public

school students does not expand the regulatory authority of the

state, its officers, or any school district to inpose any

addi tional regulation of private schools beyond those reasonably

necessary to enforce requirenents expressly set forth in this

section.
(13) RULES. --The State Board of Education shall adopt
rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adninister this

section. Rules shall include penalties for nonconpliance with

subsections (8) and (9).
Section 11. Section 1002.421, Florida Statutes, is created
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to read:

1002.421 Rights and obligations of private schools

participating in state school choice schol arship

prograns. --Requirenents of this section are in addition to

private school requirenents outlined in s. 1002.42, specific

requi renents identified within respective schol arshi p program

| aws, and other provisions of Florida |aw that apply to private

school s.

(1) A Florida private school participating in the

corporate incone tax credit schol arshi p program established

pursuant to s. 220.187 or an educational schol arship program

establi shed pursuant to this chapter nust conply with al

requi rements of this section

(2) A private school participating in a scholarship

program nust be a Florida private school as defined in s.
1002. 01(2) and nust:

(a) Be a registered Florida private school in accordance
with s. 1002.42.

(b) Conply with antidiscrimnation provisions of 42 U S. C

s. 2000d.
(c) Notify the departnent of its intent to participate in

a schol arshi p program

(d) Notify the departnent of any change in the school's

nanme, school director, nailing address, or physical |ocation

within 15 days after the change.

(e) Conplete student enroll nent and attendance

verification requirenents, including use of an online attendance

verification form prior to schol arship paynent.
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(f) Annually conplete and submt to the departnment a

notari zed schol arship conpliance statenent certifying conpliance

with state laws relating to private school participation in the

schol arshi p program

(g) Denopbnstrate fiscal soundness and accountability by:

1. Being in operation for at |east 3 school years or

obtaining a surety bond or letter of credit for the anpbunt equal

to the scholarship funds for any quarter and filing the surety

bond or letter of credit with the departnent.

2. Requiring the parent of each schol arship student to

personally restrictively endorse the scholarship warrant to the

school. The school may not act as attorney in fact for the

parent of a schol arship student under the authority of a power

of attorney executed by such parent, or under any ot her

authority, to endorse schol arship warrants on behal f of such

par ent .
(h) Meet applicable state and |ocal health, safety, and

wel fare | aws, codes, and rul es, including:

1. Fire safety.

2. Building safety.

(i) Enploy or contract with teachers who hold

baccal aureate or higher degrees, have at |east 3 years of

t eachi ng experience in public or private schools, or have

special skills, know edge, or expertise that qualifies themto

provide instruction in subjects taught.

(j) Require each individual with direct student contact

with a schol arship student to be of good noral character, to be

subject to the |level 1 background screening as provi ded under
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chapter 435, to be deni ed enpl oynent or termnated if required

under s. 435.06, and not to be ineligible to teach in a public

school because his or her educator certificate i s suspended or

revoked. For purposes of this paragraph

1. An "individual with direct student contact” neans any

i ndi vi dual who has unsupervi sed access to a schol arshi p student

for whomthe private school is responsible.

2. The costs of fingerprinting and the background check

shall not be borne by the state.

3. Continued enploynent of an individual after

notification that the individual has failed the level 1

background screening shall cause a private school to be

ineligible for participation in a schol arshi p program

4. An individual holding a valid Florida teaching

certificate who has been fingerprinted pursuant to s. 1012. 32

shall not be required to conply with the provisions of this

par agr aph.

(3) The inability of a private school to neet the

requi renents of this section shall constitute a basis for the

ineligibility of the private school to participate in a

schol arshi p program as determ ned by the departnent.

(4)(a) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adm nister this

secti on.

(b) The inclusion of eligible private schools within

options avail able to Florida public school students does not

expand the regulatory authority of the state, its officers, or

any school district to inpose any additional regul ati on of
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1091| private schools beyond those reasonably necessary to enforce

1092| requirenents expressly set forth in this section

1093 Section 12. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
1094| 1003.01, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1095 1003.01 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the term
1096 (3)

1097 (b) "Special education services" nmeans specially designed
1098| instruction and such related services as are necessary for an

1099| exceptional student to benefit from education. Such services may
1100| include: transportation; diagnostic and eval uati on services;

1101| social services; physical and occupational therapy; speech and

1102| |anguage pathol ogy services; job placenent; orientation and

1103| nmobility training; braillists, typists, and readers for the
1104| blind; interpreters and auditory anplification; rehabilitation
1105| counseling; transition services; nmental health services;

1106| guidance and career counseling; specified materials, assistive
1107| technol ogy devices, and other specialized equi pnment; and ot her

1108| such services as approved by rules of the state board.

1109 Section 13. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1110| 1003.03, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1111 1003. 03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. --

1112 (2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

1113 (b) Determ nation of the nunber of students per classroom

1114| in paragraph (a) shall be calculated as foll ows:
1115 1. For fiscal years 2003-2004 through 2006- 2007 2005-2006
1116| the calculation for conpliance for each of the 3 grade groupings

1117| shall be the average at the district |evel.

1118 2. For fiscal year years2006-200/through 2007-2008, the
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cal culation for conpliance for each of the 3 grade groupings
shall be the average at the school I|evel.

3. For fiscal years 2008-2009, 2009-2010, and thereafter,
the calculation for conpliance shall be at the individua
cl assroom | evel .

Section 14. Section 1003.035, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1003.035 District average class size requirenents. --

(1) CONSTI TUTI ONAL CLASS SI ZE REQUI REMENTS. - - Pur suant to
s. 1, Art. I X of the State Constitution, beginning in the 2007-

2008 school vyear:

(a) The district average nunber of students assigned to

each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public

school cl assroons for prekindergarten through grade 3 may not

exceed 18 students.

(b) The district average nunber of students assigned to

each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public

school cl assroons for grades 4 through 8 may not exceed 22

students.
(c) The district average nunber of students assigned to

each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public

school classroons for grades 9 through 12 nay not exceed 25

st udent s.

However, in no event shall any such classroom exceed five

students over the district average all owabl e naxi num
(2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -
(a) Beginning with the 2006-2007 fiscal year, each schoo
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district that is not in conpliance with the requirenents in

subsection (1) shall reduce the district average class size in

each of the follow ng grade groupings: prekindergarten through

grade 3, grade 4 through grade 8, and grade 9 through grade 12,

by at | east two students each year until the district average

cl ass size does not exceed the requirenents in subsection (1).

(b) The Departnent of Education shall annually cal cul ate

each school district's average class size for each of the grade

groupi ngs specified in paragraph (a) based upon the Cctober

student nenbership survey.
(3) | MPLENMENTATI ON OPTIONS. --Di strict school boards nust
consider, but are not limted to, inplenenting the follow ng

itens in order to neet the constitutional district average cl ass

size requirenents described in subsection (1) and the two-

st udent -per-year reduction required in subsection (2):

(a) Adopt policies to encourage qualified students to take

dual enroll nent courses.

(b) Adopt policies to encourage students to take courses

fromthe Florida Virtual School.

(c)1l. Repeal district school board policies that require

students to have nore than 24 credits to graduate from hi gh

school .

2. Adopt policies to allow students to graduate from hi gh

school as soon as they pass the grade 10 FCAT and conpl ete the

courses required for high school graduation

(d) Use nethods to nmaxinm ze use of instructional staff,

such as changi ng required teachi ng | oads and schedul i ng of

pl anni ng peri ods, deploying district enployees that have
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prof essional certification to the classroom using adjunct

educators, or any other nethod not prohibited by |aw

(e) Use innovative nethods to reduce the cost of school

construction by using prototype school designs, using SVMART

School s designs, participating in the School Infrastructure

Thrift Program or any other nethod not prohibited by | aw.

(f) Use joint-use facilities through partnerships with

comunity coll eges, state universities, and private coll eges and

universities. Joint-use facilities available for use as K-12

cl assroons that do not neet the K-12 State Regul ations for

Educational Facilities in the Florida Buil ding Code nay be used

at the discretion of the district school board provided that

such facilities nmeet all other health, life, safety, and fire

codes.
(g) Adopt alternative nethods of class scheduling, such as

bl ock schedul i ng.

(h) Redraw school attendance zones to maxim ze use of

facilities while mnimzing the additional use of

transportation.

(i) Operate schools beyond the nornmal operating hours to

provide classes in the evening or operate nore than one session

of school during the day.

(j) Use year-round schools and other nontraditional

cal endars that do not adversely inpact annual assessnment of

st udent achi evenment.

(k) Review and consi der amendi ng any col |l ective bargai ni ng

contracts that hinder the inplenentation of class size

reducti on.
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() Use any other approach not prohibited by |aw.
(4) ACCOUNTABI LITY. --

(a) |If the departnment determ nes for any year that a

school district has not reduced average class size as required

in subsection (2) at the tine of the third FEFP calculation, the

departnent shall cal culate an anbunt fromthe class size

reducti on operating categorical which is proportionate to the

anount of class size reduction not acconplished. Upon

verification of the departnent's cal culation by the Florida

Educati on Fi nance Program Appropriation Al ocation Conference,

the Executive Ofice of the Governor shall transfer

undi stri buted funds equivalent to the cal cul ated anmount fromthe

district's class size reduction operating categorical to an

approved fixed capital outlay appropriation for class size
reduction in the affected district pursuant to s. 216.292(13).

The anmount of funds transferred shall be the | esser of the

anount verified by the Florida Education Fi nance Program

Appropriation Al location Conference or the undi stributed bal ance

of the district's class size reduction operating categorical .

However, based upon a recommendati on by the Comm ssi oner of

Educati on that the State Board of Educati on has revi ewed

evi dence indicating that a district has been unable to neet

cl ass size reduction requirenents despite appropriate effort to

do so, the Legislative Budget Conmi ssion nmay approve an

alternative anbunt of funds to be transferred fromthe

district's class size reduction operating categorical to its

approved fixed capital outlay account for class size reduction.

(b) Beginning in the 2007- 2008 school year, the departnent
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shal|l determ ne by January 15 of each year which districts do

not neet the requirenents of subsection (1) based upon the

district's QOctober student nenbership survey for the current

school year. The departnent shall report such districts to the

Legi slature. Each district that has not net the requirenents of

subsection (1) shall be required to i npl enent one of the

follow ng policies in the subsequent school year unless the

departnment finds that the district cones into conpliance based

upon the February student nenbership survey:

1. Year-round school s;

2. Doubl e sessi ons;

3. Rezoning; or

4., Maxim zing use of instructional staff by changi ng

required teacher | oads and schedul ing of planning periods,

depl oyi ng school district enpl oyees who have professiona

certification to the classroom using adjunct educators,

operating schools beyond the nornal operating hours to provide

cl asses in the evening, or operating nore than one session

during the day.

A school district that is required to inplenent one of the

policies outlined in subparagraphs 1. through 4. shall correct

in the year of inplenentation any past deficiencies and bring

the district into conpliance with the requirenents of subsection

(1). A school district nay choose to inplenent nore than one of

t hese policies. The district school superintendent shall report

to the Comm ssi oner of Education the extent to which the

district inplenented any of the policies outlined in
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subparagraphs 1. through 4. in a format to be specified by the

Commi ssi oner of Education. The Departnent of Education shall use

the enforcenment authority provided in s. 1008.32 to ensure that

districts conply with the provisions of this paragraph

(c) Beginning in the 2008- 2009 school year, the departnent

shall annually determ ne which districts do not neet the

requi renents described in subsection (1) based upon the Cctober

st udent nenbership survey. In addition to enforcenent authority

provided in s. 1008.32, the Departnent of Education shal

devel op a constitutional conpliance plan for each such district

whi ch includes, but is not limted to, redrawi ng school

attendance zones to nmaxim ze use of facilities while mnimzing

the additional use of transportation and the other

accountability policies listed in paragraph (b). Each district

school board shall inplenent the constitutional conpliance plan

devel oped by the state board in the subsequent school year until

the district conplies with the constitutional district average

cl ass size requirenents.
Section 15. Subsection (3) of section 1003.05, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1003. 05 Assistance to transitioning students frommlitary
famlies. --

(3) Dependent children of active duty mlitary personnel
who otherwi se neet the eligibility criteria for special academc
prograns of fered through public schools shall be given first
preference for adm ssion to such prograns even if the programis
being offered through a public school other than the school to
whi ch the student would generally be assigned and—the—school—at
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hich t] L bei T L hed_i :
eproetHlmwent. If such a programis offered through a public school

ot her than the school to which the student would generally be
assi gned, the parent or guardian of the student nust assune
responsibility for transporting the student to that school. For
pur poses of this subsection, special academ c prograns incl ude
charter—schools~ magnet school s, advanced studi es prograns,
advanced pl acenent, dual enrollnment, and International
Baccal aur eat e.

Section 16. Section 1003.413, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1003. 413 High school reform--

(1) Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year, each schoo

district shall establish policies to assist high school students

to remain in school, graduate on tine, and be prepared for

post secondary educati on and the workforce. Such policies nust

addr ess:

(a) Intensive reading renediation for students in grades 9

t hrough 12 scoring bel ow Level 3 on FCAT Readi ng, pursuant to

the reading instruction plan required by s. 1011.62(8).

(b) Credit recovery options and course schedul i ng desi gned

to all ow high school students to earn credit for failed courses

so that they are able to graduate on tine.

(c) Imediate and frequent notification to parents of

students who are in danger of not graduating from high school.

(d) Placenent in alternative prograns, such as prograns

t hat enphasi ze applied integrated curricula, small |earning

conmuni ti es, support services, increased discipline, or other
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strategi es docunented to i nprove student achi evenent.

(e) Summer reading institutes for rising ninth graders

scoring bel ow Level 3 on FCAT Readi ng, pursuant to the reading

instruction plan required by s. 1011.62(8).

A student's participation in an instructional or renedi ati on

programprior to or imediately follow ng entering grade 9 for

the first time shall not affect that student's classification as

a first-tinme ninth grader for reporting purposes, including

cal cul ati on of graduati on and dropout rates.

(2) The Comm ssioner of Education shall create and

i npl enent the Chall enge High School Recognition Programto

reward public high schools that denonstrate conti nuous acadenic

i nprovenent and show the greatest gains in student academ c

achi evenent in reading and mat henati cs.

Section 17. High School Reform Task Force. --

(1) There is created the Hi gh School Reform Task Force.

The task force shall work in conjunction with the Sout hern

Regi onal Educati on Board and the International Center for

Leadership in Education and shall be adm nistratively supported
by the office of the Chancellor for K-12 Public Schools in the

Departnent of Education and the Just Read, Florida! Ofice.

Appoi ntnents to the task force shall be coordinated to ensure

t hat the nenbership reflects the geographic and cul tural

diversity of Florida's school age popul ation. The task force

shal | be aboli shed upon subm ssion of its recommendati ons.

(2)(a) The Governor shall appoint nenbers of the task

force fromthe foll owi ng categories and shall appoint the chair
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of the task force fromits nenbership:

1. Two representatives of public school districts, who may

be principals, district school board nmenbers, or school

superintendents, at | east one of whomworks in or with a schoo

with a school grade of "F."

2. One high school teacher who teaches in a high school

with a school grade of "F."

3. Two parents of high school students scoring at Level 1

on FCAT Reading, at |east one whomhas a child enrolled in a

school with a school grade of "F."
4. One high school student.
5. One teacher or adm nistrator froma charter high

school .

6. Two private school teachers or administrators from any

regi stered Florida private school with students in grades 9-12

regardl ess of whether the school is nonsectarian, sectarian, not

for profit, or for profit.

7. One representative of the business comunity.

(b) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal

appoi nt one nenber of the House of Representatives to serve on

the task force and the President of the Senate shall appoint one

menber of the Senate to serve on the task force.
(3) Not later than January 1, 2006, the task force shal
vote to recommend to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, the President of the Senate, and the Governor a

long-termplan for revisions to statutes, rules, and policies

that will inprove Florida's grade 9 retention rate, graduation

rate, dropout rate, and college renediation rate and align high
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school requirenents with the needs of Florida s enpl oyers and

post secondary educational institution requirenents. The pl an

must be programmatically and fiscally responsible, feasible, and

i npl enment abl e. The plan nmust address, but is not limted to

addressi ng: graduation requirenents; effective use of

accel erated hi gh school graduation options pursuant to s.

1003. 429; course redesign; renediation strategies; credit

recovery; use of alternative prograns, including prograns that

enphasi ze applied integrated curricula, snall | earning

conmuni ties, support services, or increased discipline; use of

technol ogy; adjustnents to the school grading systemto reflect

| earni ng gai ns by high school students; mddle school systemc

alignnent; transition fromm ddl e school to high school;

alignnent with postsecondary and wor kforce educati on

requi renents; and alignment with enpl oyer expectations.

Section 18. Section 1003.415, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

1003. 415 The M ddl e G ades Reform Act.--

(1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the
popul ar nane the "M ddl e Grades Reform Act."

(2) PURPGCSE AND | NTENT. - -

(a) The purpose of this section is to provide added focus

and rigor to academ cs in the mddle grades. Using reading as
the foundation, all mddle grade students should receive
ri gorous academ c instruction through challenging curricula
delivered by highly qualified teachers in schools with
out st andi ng | eadershi p, which schools are supported by engaged
and informed parents.
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1399 (b) It is the intent of the Legislature that students
1400| pronmpoted fromthe eighth grade will have the necessary reading

1401| and mathematics skills to be ready for success in high school.

1402| The mssion of mddle grades is to prepare students to graduate
1403| from high school

1404 (3) DEFINITION.--As used in this section, the term"mddle
1405| grades" neans grades 6, 7, and 8.
1406 (4) CURRI CULA AND COURSES. - - The Departnent of Education

1407| shall review course offerings, teacher qualifications,

1408| instructional materials, and teaching practices used in reading
1409 and | anguage arts prograns in the mddle grades. The depart nent
1410| nust consult with the Florida Center for Reading Research at
1411| Florida State University, the Just Read, Florida! Ofice,

1412| reading researchers, reading specialists, and district

1413| supervisors of curriculumin the devel opnent of findings and
1414| recommendations. The Comm ssioner of Education shall make

1415| recomendations to the State Board of Educati on regarding

1416| changes to reading and | anguage arts curricula in the mddle
1417| grades based on research-based proven effective prograns. The
1418| State Board of Education shall adopt rul es based upon the

1419| conmmi ssioner's reconmendations no |later than March 1, 2005.
1420| Inplenmentation of new or revised readi ng and | anguage arts

1421| courses in all mddle grades shall be phased in begi nning no
1422| later than the 2005- 2006 school year with conpletion no |ater
1423| than the 2008- 2009 school year

1424 (5)—RI-GOROJS - READI-NG-REQUI-REMENT .~

1425 A '
1426
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1427
1428
1429
1430| school—year—nustincorporate by October 1 a rigorousreading
1431 i j
1432
1433
1434| atist—of its schools thatare requiredtoincorporatea
1435 i ' e ' :

1436
1437
1438
1439
1440 {h) — The purpose of the rigorous reading requirenent s to
1441 i A j j

1442
1443
1444 | student—population-specificareasthataddress phonemc¢c
1445 | : |

1446
1447
1448
1449

1450 in-teaching reading to lowperformng students.

1451 {e)—School s reguired toinplenent the rigorousreading
1452 | reguirepmentmust provide gquarterly reports to the district
1453| school—superintendent—on-the progress—of students toward

1454| increased readi-ng—achi-evenent—
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(5)A~ PERSONALI ZED M DDLE SCHOOL SUCCESS PLAN. - -
(a) Beginning—w-th-the 2004-2005 school—year+ Each

principal of a school wth a mddle grade shall designate

certified staff menbers at the school to devel op and admi ni ster
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a personalized m ddle school success plan for each entering

si xth grade student who scored bel ow Level 3 in reading on the
nost recently adm ni stered FCAT. The purpose of the success plan
is to assist the student in neeting state and school district
expectations in acadenm c proficiency and to prepare the student
for a rigorous high school curriculum The success plan shall be
devel oped in collaboration with the student and his or her
parent and nust be inplenmented until the student conpletes the
ei ght h grade or achieves a score at Level 3 or above in reading
on the FCAT, whichever occurs first. The success plan nust

m nimze paperwork and may be incorporated into a parent/teacher
conference, included as part of a progress report or report

card, included as part of a general orientation at the beginning
of the school year, or provided by electronic nmail or other
written correspondence.

(b) The personalized m ddl e school success plan nust:

1. ldentify educational goals and internedi ate benchmarks
for the student in the core curriculum areas which will prepare
the student for high school.

2. Be based upon academ c perfornmance data and an
identification of the student's strengths and weaknesses.

3. Include academi c intervention strategies wth frequent
progress nonitoring.

4. Provide innovative nethods to pronpte the student's
advancenent which may include, but not be limted to, flexible
scheduling, tutoring, focus on core curricula, online

instruction, an alternative |earning environnent, or other
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1538| interventions that have been shown to accelerate the |earning
1539| process.

1540 (c) The personalized m ddl e school success plan nust be
1541 incorporated into any individual student plan required by

1542| federal or state law, including the academ c inprovenent plan
1543 required in s. 1008. 25, an individual education plan (I1EP) for a
1544| student with disabilities, a federal 504 plan, or an ESOL pl an.
1545 (d) The Departnent of Education shall provide technical
1546| assistance for districts, school admnistrators, and

1547| instructional personnel regarding the devel opnent of

1548| personalized m ddl e school success plans. The assi stance shal
1549| include strategies and techni ques designed to maxi m ze

1550| interaction between students, parents, teachers, and ot her
1551| instructional and adm nistrative staff while m nim zing

1552| paperwork.

1553 (6)8) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AUTHORI TY. - -

1554 (a) The State Board of Education shall have authority to
1555| adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inpl ement
1556 the provisions of this section.

1557 (b) The State Board of Education shall have authority
1558| pursuant to s. 1008.32 to enforce the provisions of this

1559| section.

1560 Section 19. Section 1003.4155, Florida Statutes, is
1561| created to read:
1562 1003. 4155 M ddl e school grading system --The gradi ng

1563 systemand interpretation of letter grades used in grades 6
1564 through 8 shall be as foll ows:
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(1) Gade "A'" equals 90 percent through 100 percent, has a

grade poi nt average value of 4, and is defined as "outstandi ng

progr ess.

(2) Gade "B" equals 80 percent through 89 percent, has a

grade poi nt average value of 3, and is defined as "above average

progr ess.

(3) Gade "C' equals 70 percent through 79 percent, has a

grade point average value of 2, and is defined as "average

progress."”

(4) Gade "D' equals 60 percent through 69 percent, has a

grade point average value of 1, and is defined as "l owest

accept abl e progress.”

(5) Gade "F" equals zero percent through 59 percent, has

a grade point average value of zero, and is defined as

"failure."

(6) Gade "I" equals zero percent, has a grade point

average value of zero, and is defined as "inconplete."
Section 20. Section 1003.4156, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

1003. 4156 General requirenents for m ddl e school

pronotion. --

(1) Beginning with students entering grade 6 in the 2005-

2006 school year, pronotion froma mddle school with grades 6

t hrough 8 requires that:

(a) A student nust successfully conplete 12 academ ¢

credits as foll ows:

1. Three mddle school or higher credits in

Engl i sh/| anguage arts.
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Three m ddl e school or higher credits in nathenatics.

Two nmiddl e school or higher credits in social studies.

il I A

Two m ddl e school or higher credits in science.

5. Two middl e school or higher credits in elective

cour ses.

(b) For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or

Level 2 on FCAT Readi ng, the student nust the foll ow ng year be

enrolled in and conplete a full-year intensive readi hg course

for which the student may earn up to one elective credit per

year. Students scoring at Level 3 or Level 4 on FCAT Readi ng may

be enrolled, with parental perm ssion, in a full-year intensive

readi ng course for which the student nay earn up to two el ective

credits during mddl e school. Reading courses shall be desi gned

and offered pursuant to the reading instruction plan required by

s. 1011.62(8).

(2) One full credit neans a mni num of 135 hours of

instruction in a designated course of study that contains

st udent perfornance standards. For schools authorized by the

district school board to inplenent block scheduling, one ful

credit neans a mni num of 120 hours of instruction in a

desi ghat ed course of study that contains student perfornance

st andar ds.

(3) District school boards shall establish policies to

i npl enent the requirenents of this section. The policies nay

allow alternative nethods for students to earn the credits

required by this section. School districts shall enphasize

alternative prograns for students scoring at Level 1 on FCAT

Readi ng who have been retained in el enentary school. The
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alternatives nay include, but are not limted to, opportunities

for students to:

(a) Recover credits.

(b) Be pronpted on tine to high school.

(c) Be placed in prograns that enphasi ze applied

integrated curricula, small |earning communities, support

servi ces, increased discipline, or other strategi es docunented

to i nprove student achi evenent.

The school district's policy shall be submtted to the State

Board of Education for approval. The school district's policy

shall be automatically approved unl ess specifically rejected by

the State Board of Education within 60 days after receipt.

(4) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to provide for alternative

m ddl e school pronotion standards for students in grade 6, grade

7, or grade 8, including students who are not enrolled in

schools with a grade 6 through 8 m ddl e school configuration.
Section 21. Subsection (2) of section 1003.42, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
1003.42 Required instruction. --

(2) Al nenbers of the instructional staff of the public
school s, subject to the rules of the State Board of Education
and the district school board, shall teach efficiently and
faithfully, using the books and materials required that neet the

hi ghest standards for professionalismand historic accuracy,

followi ng the prescribed courses of study, and enpl oying
approved net hods of instruction, the foll ow ng:
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(a) The history and content of the Decl aration of

| ndependence as witten, including national sovereignty, natural

|l aw, self-evident truth, equality of all persons, linted

gover nnent, popul ar sovereignty, and CGod-given, inalienable

rights of life, liberty, and property, and how they form

forms the phil osophical foundation of our governnent.

(b) The history, neaning, significance, and effect of the

provi sions of the Constitution of the United States and

anendnents thereto with enphasis on each of the 10 anendnents

that nake up the Bill of Rights and how the Constitution

provi des the structure of our governnent.
(c) The history of the state and the State Constitution.

(d)b)y The nost inportant argunments in support of adopting

our republican form of governnent, as they are enbodied in the
nost inportant of the Federalist Papers.

o I ol Y : I . . I
I . g I : .

(e)&&) Flag education, including proper flag display and
flag sal ute.

(f)ée) The elements of United States civil government,

including the primary functions of and interrelationships

bet ween t he Federal CGovernnent, the state, and its counti es,
muni ci palities, school districts, and special districts.

(g) The history of the United States, including the period

of discovery, early colonies, the War for | ndependence, the

Civil War, Reconstruction, the expansion of the United States to

its present boundaries, the world wars, and the Cvil Rights

Movenent to the present. The history of the United States shal
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be taught as genuine history and shall not follow the

revi sioni st or postnodernist viewioints of relative truth.

Anmerican history shall be viewed as factual, not as constructed,

shall be viewed as knowabl e, teachabl e, and testable, and shal

be defined as the creation of a new nation based largely on the

uni versal principles stated in the Declaration of |ndependence.
(h)H The history of the Hol ocaust (1933-1945), the

systematic, planned annihilation of European Jews and ot her

groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of
humanity, to be taught in a manner that |eads to an
i nvestigation of human behavi or, an understandi ng of the
ram fications of prejudice, racism and stereotyping, and an
exam nation of what it nmeans to be a responsible and respectf ul
person, for the purposes of encouraging tol erance of diversity
in a pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting
denocratic val ues and institutions.

(i)e) The history of African Americans, including the
hi story of African peoples before the political conflicts that
|l ed to the devel opnent of slavery, the passage to Anerica, the
ensl avenment experience, abolition, and the contributions of
African Anericans to society.

(j)E The elenentary principles of agriculture.

(k)& The true effects of all alcoholic and intoxicating
I i quors and beverages and narcotics upon the human body and
m nd.

(1) Kindness to aninmals.

k)—TFhe history of the state—
(m&- The conservation of natural resources.
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(n)&m Conprehensive health education that addresses
concepts of community health; consuner health; environnental
health; famly life, including an awareness of the benefits of
sexual abstinence as the expected standard and the consequences
of teenage pregnancy; rneptal—and—enptional—health— injury
prevention and safety; nutrition; personal health; prevention
and control of disease; and substance use and abuse.

(0)») Such additional materials, subjects, courses, or
fields in such grades as are prescribed by |aw or by rules of
the State Board of Education and the district school board in
fulfilling the requirenents of |aw

(p)e)y The study of Hi spanic contributions to the United
St at es.

(9)p)> The study of wonen's contributions to the United
St at es.

(r) The nature and i nportance of free enterprise to the

United States econony.

(s)te)» A character-devel opnent programin the el enentary
schools, simlar to Character First or Character Counts, which

is secular in nature and-stresses—such—character—gualities—as
attenti-veness—pati-ence—and—initiative. Begi nning in school
year 2004-2005, the character-devel opnent program shall be
required in kindergarten through grade 12. Each district school
board shal|l devel op or adopt a curriculumfor the character-
devel opment programthat shall be submtted to the departnent
for approval. The character-devel opment curriculum shall stress
the qualities of patriotisnm~ responsibility;+ citizenship; the

Gol den Rul e; + ki ndness; - respect for authority, human life,
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|iberty, and personal property;+~ honesty; charity;~ self-

control ;~ racial, ethnic, and religious tolerance;,~ and

cooper ati on.

(t)&~ |In order to encourage patriotism the sacrifices
t hat veterans have made in serving our country and protecting
denocratic val ues worl dw de. Such instruction nust occur on or
before Veterans' Day and Menorial Day. Menbers of the
instructional staff are encouraged to use the assistance of
| ocal veterans when practicabl e.

Section 22. Paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section
1003.43, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1003. 43 Ceneral requirenents for high school graduation.--

(1) G aduation requires successful conpletion of either a
m ni mum of 24 academ c credits in grades 9 through 12 or an
| nt ernati onal Baccal aureate curriculum The 24 credits shall be
di stributed as foll ows:

(g0 One-half credit in Anerican governnent, including

study of the Declaration of |Independence and the Constitution of

the United States. For students entering the 9th grade in the
1997- 1998 school year and thereafter, the study of Florida
government, including study of the State Constitution, the three
branches of state government, and mnunicipal and county
governnent, shall be included as part of the required study of

Ameri can gover nnent.

District school boards nmay award a maxi num of one-half credit in

soci al studies and one-half elective credit for student

conpl eti on of nonpaid voluntary conmunity or school service
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wor k. Students choosing this option nust conplete a m ni mum of
75 hours of service in order to earn the one-half credit in
either category of instruction. Credit may not be earned for
service provided as a result of court action. District school
boards that approve the award of credit for student vol unteer
service shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of the
credit, and school principals are responsible for approving
specific volunteer activities. A course designated in the Course
Code Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 that is taken bel ow
the 9th grade may be used to satisfy high school graduation
requi renents or Florida Academ c Schol ars award requi renents as
specified in a district school board's student progression plan.
A student shall be granted credit toward neeting the

requi rements of this subsection for equival ent courses, as
identified pursuant to s. 1007.271(6), taken through dual
enrol | ment.

Section 23. Section 1003.57, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

1003. 57 Exceptional students instruction.--

(1) Each district school board shall provide for an
appropriate program of special instruction, facilities, and
services for exceptional students as prescribed by the State
Board of Education as acceptable, including provisions that:

(a)& The district school board provide the necessary
pr of essi onal services for diagnosis and eval uati on of
exceptional students.

(b)&2y The district school board provide the special
instruction, classes, and services, either within the district
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school system in cooperation with other district school
systens, or through contractual arrangenments w th approved
private schools or community facilities that neet standards
establ i shed by the comm ssioner.

(c)63)> The district school board annually provide
i nformati on describing the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind and all other prograns and nethods of instruction
avail able to the parent of a sensory-inpaired student.

(d)&4)> The district school board, once every 3 years,
submt to the departnment its proposed procedures for the
provi sion of special instruction and services for exceptional
students.

(e)5)> No student be given special instruction or services
as an exceptional student until after he or she has been
properly evaluated, classified, and placed in the manner
prescribed by rules of the State Board of Education. The parent
of an exceptional student eval uated and pl aced or denied
pl acenent in a program of special education shall be notified of
each such eval uation and placenent or denial. Such notice shal
contain a statenment inform ng the parent that he or she is
entitled to a due process hearing on the identification,
eval uation, and placenent, or |ack thereof. Such hearings shal
be exenpt fromthe provisions of ss. 120.569, 120.57, and
286. 011, except to the extent that the State Board of Education
adopts rul es establishing other procedures and any records
created as a result of such hearings shall be confidential and
exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1). The hearing nust be
conducted by an admi nistrative |law judge fromthe Division of
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Adm ni strative Hearings of the Departnent of Minagenent
Services. The decision of the adm nistrative |aw judge shall be
final, except that any party aggrieved by the finding and

deci sion rendered by the adm nistrative | aw judge shall have the
right to bring a civil action in the circuit court. In such an
action, the court shall receive the records of the

adm ni strative hearing and shall hear additional evidence at the
request of either party. In the alternative, any party aggrieved
by the finding and decision rendered by the adm nistrative | aw

j udge shall have the right to request an inpartial review of the
admnistrative |law judge's order by the district court of appeal
as provided by s. 120.68. Notw thstanding any |law to the
contrary, during the pendency of any proceedi ng conduct ed
pursuant to this section, unless the district school board and
the parents otherw se agree, the student shall remain in his or
her then-current educational assignnment or, if applying for
initial adm ssion to a public school, shall be assigned, with

t he consent of the parents, in the public school programuntil
all such proceedi ngs have been conpl et ed.

(f)€6)> In providing for the education of exceptional
students, the district school superintendent, principals, and
teachers shall utilize the regular school facilities and adapt
themto the needs of exceptional students to the maxi mum extent
appropriate. Segregation of exceptional students shall occur
only if the nature or severity of the exceptionality is such
that education in regular classes with the use of supplenentary
aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.

(9D~ In addition to the services agreed to in a
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student's individual education plan, the district schoo
superintendent shall fully informthe parent of a student having
a physical or devel opnental disability of all avail able services
that are appropriate for the student's disability. The
superintendent shall provide the student's parent with a sumary
of the student's rights.

(2)(a) An exceptional student with a disability who

resides in a residential facility and receives specia

instruction or services is considered a resident of the state in

which the parent is a resident. The cost of such instruction,

facilities, and services for a nonresident exceptional student

with a disability shall be provided by the placing authority,

such as a public school entity, other placing authority, or

parent, in the parent's state of residence. A nonresident

exceptional student with a disability who resides in a

residential facility may not be reported by any school district

for FTE funding in the Florida Education Fi nance Program

(b) The Departnent of Education shall provide to each

school district a statenent of the specific limtations of the

district's financial obligation for exceptional students with

disabilities under federal and state | aw. The departnent shal

al so provide to each school district technical assistance as

necessary for developing a local plan to inpose on a parent's

state of residence the fiscal responsibility for educating a

nonr esi dent exceptional student with a disability.

(c) The Departnent of Education shall devel op a process by

whi ch a school district nmust, before providing services to an

exceptional student with a disability who resides in a
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residential facility in this state, review the residency of the

student. The residential facility, not the district, is

responsible for billing and collecting fromthe parent's state

of residence for the nonresi dent student's educational and

rel ated servi ces.

(d) This subsection applies to any nonresi dent excepti onal

student with a disability who resides in a residential facility

and who receives instruction as an exceptional student with a

disability in any type of residential facility in this state,

including, but not limted to, a private school, a group hone

facility as defined in s. 393.063, an intensive residenti al

treatnent program for children and adol escents as defined in s.
395.002, a facility as defined in s. 394.455, an internedi ate
care facility for the devel opnentally disabled or | CF/ DD as

defined in s. 393.063 or s. 400.960, or a community residentia
honme as defined in s. 419.001.
(3) Notwithstanding s. 1000.21(5), for purposes of this

section, the term"parent" is defined as either or both parents

of a student or any guardi an of a student.

(4) The State Board of Education may adopt rul es pursuant
to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent the provisions of this

section relating to determ nation of the residency of an

exceptional student with a disability.
Section 24. Section 1003.575, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1003. 575 | ndividual education plans for exceptional

students. --The Departnent of Education shall coordinate the

devel opnent of an individual education plan (I EP) formfor use
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i n devel oping and i npl enenti ng individual education plans for

exceptional students. The |EP formshall have a streanlined

format and shall be conpatible with federal standards. The

departnent shall nake the IEP form avail able to each schoo

district in the state to facilitate the use of an existing |EP

when a student transfers from one school district to another.
Section 25. Subsection (3) of section 1003.58, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

1003. 58 Students in residential care facilities.--Each
di strict school board shall provide educational prograns
according to rules of the State Board of Education to students
who reside in residential care facilities operated by the
Department of Children and Fam |y Servi ces.

(3) The district school board shall have full and conplete
authority in the matter of the assignment and pl acenent of such
students in educational programs. The parent of an exceptiona

student shall have the sanme due process rights as are provided

under s. 1003.57(1)(e) 5

Not wi t hst andi ng the provi sions herein, the educational program
at the Marianna Sunl and Center in Jackson County shall be
operated by the Departnent of Education, either directly or
t hrough grants or contractual agreements with other public or
duly accredited educational agencies approved by the Depart nent
of Educati on.

Section 26. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and paragraph
(a) of subsection (2) of section 1003.62, Florida Statutes, are
anmended to read:
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1003. 62 Acadeni c performance- based charter school
districts.--The State Board of Education nmay enter into a
performance contract with district school boards as authorized
in this section for the purpose of establishing themas academ c
per f or mance- based charter school districts. The purpose of this
section is to exam ne a new rel ati onshi p between the State Board
of Education and district school boards that will produce
significant inprovenents in student achi evenent, while conplying
with constitutional and statutory requirements assigned to each
entity.

(1) ACADEM C PERFORMANCE- BASED CHARTER SCHOCOL DI STRI CT. - -

(a) A school district shall be eligible for designation as
an academ c performance-based charter school district if it is a

hi gh- perform ng school district in which a m ninmumof 50 percent

of the schools earn a perfermance grade of eategery "A" or "B"
and in which no school earns a perforrnance grade of eategory "D
or "F" for 2 consecutive years pursuant to s. 1008.34. School s

t hat receive a performance grade of eategery "I" or "N' shal

not be included in this cal culation. The performance contract
for a school district that earns a charter based on school
performance grades shall be predicated on mai ntenance of at

| east 50 percent of the schools in the school district earning a

performance grade of eategory "A" or "B" with no school in the

school district earning a perferrance grade of eategoery "D' or
"F' for 2 consecutive years. A school district in which the

nunber of schools that earn a perforwance grade of "A" or "B" is

| ess than 50 percent may have its charter renewed for 1 year

however, if the percentage of "A" or "B" schools is |less than 50
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percent for 2 consecutive years, the charter shall not be
renewed.

(2) EXEMPTI ON FROM STATUTES AND RULES. - -

(a) An academ c performance-based charter school district
shal |l operate in accordance with its charter and shall be exenpt
fromcertain State Board of Education rules and statutes if the
State Board of Education determ nes such an exenption wl|
assist the district in maintaining or inproving its high-
perform ng status pursuant to paragraph (1)(a). However, the
State Board of Education nay not exenpt an academ c perfornmance-
based charter school district fromany of the foll ow ng
st at ut es:

1. Those statutes pertaining to the provision of services
to students with disabilities.

2. Those statutes pertaining to civil rights, including s.
1000. 05, relating to discrimnation.

3. Those statutes pertaining to student health, safety,
and wel fare.

4. Those statutes governing the election or conpensation
of district school board nmenbers.

5. Those statutes pertaining to the student assessnent
program and the school grading system including chapter 1008.

6. Those statutes pertaining to financial matters,

i ncl udi ng chapter 1010.

7. Those statutes pertaining to planning and budgeting,

i ncl udi ng chapter 1011, except that ss. 1011.64 and 1011. 69

shal |l be eligible for exenption.
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8. Sections 1012.22(1)(c), 1012.2312, and 1012.27(2),
relating to performance-pay and differentiated-pay policies for

school adm nistrators and instructional personnel. Professional
service contracts shall be subject to the provisions of ss.
1012. 33 and 1012. 34.

9. Those statutes pertaining to educational facilities,

i ncluding chapter 1013, except as specified under contract with
the State Board of Education. However, no contractual provision
that could have the effect of requiring the appropriation of
addi tional capital outlay funds to the academ c performnce-
based charter school district shall be valid.

Section 27. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
1005. 22, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1005. 22 Powers and duties of conm ssion.--

(2) The conm ssion nay:

(e) Advise the CGovernor, the Legislature, the State Board
of Educati on, the Councilfor Education Policy Research-and
Faprovenrent— and the Conmi ssioner of Education on issues
relating to private postsecondary educati on.

Section 28. Subsection (3) of section 1007.33, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1007. 33 Site-determ ned baccal aureate degree access. --

(3) A comunity college may devel op a proposal to deliver
speci fi ed baccal aureate degree prograns in its district to neet
| ocal workforce needs. The proposal nust be submtted to the
State Board of Education for approval. The conmunity coll ege's

proposal must include the follow ng information:
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(a) Demand for the baccal aureate degree programis
identified by the workforce devel opnent board, |ocal businesses
and industry, |ocal chanbers of commerce, and potenti al
st udents.

(b) Unnet need for graduates of the proposed degree
programis substanti ated.

(c) The community college has the facilities and acadenic

resources to deliver the program

approval of the State Board of Education for the specific degree
program or prograns, the community coll ege shall pursue regi ona
accreditation by the Conm ssion on Coll eges of the Southern
Associ ati on of Coll eges and Schools. Any additiona
baccal aureat e degree progranms the community coll ege wi shes to
of fer nmust be approved by the State Board of Educati on.

Section 29. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1), paragraphs
(c) and (e) of subsection (3), and subsection (9) of section
1008. 22, Florida Statutes, are anended, subsection (10) is
renunmbered as subsection (11), and a new subsection (10) is
added to said section, to read:

1008. 22 Student assessnent program for public schools. --

(1) PURPCSE.--The primary purposes of the student
assessnent programare to provide information needed to inprove
t he public schools by enhancing the | earning gains of al
students and to inform parents of the educational progress of
their public school children. The program nust be designed to:
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(f) Provide information on the performance of Florida

students conpared with other students ethers across the United

St at es.

(3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The comm ssi oner shal
design and i npl enment a statew de program of educationa
assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of the
operation and managenent of the public schools, including
school s operating for the purpose of providing educational
services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns.
The conm ssioner may enter into contracts for the continued
adm ni stration of the assessnent, testing, and eval uation
prograns authorized and funded by the Legislature. Contracts may
be initiated in 1 fiscal year and continue into the next and may
be paid fromthe appropriations of either or both fiscal years.
The conmi ssioner is authorized to negotiate for the sale or
| ease of tests, scoring protocols, test scoring services, and
rel ated materials devel oped pursuant to |law. Pursuant to the
st at ewi de assessnment program the comm ssioner shall

(c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent testing
program known as the Fl orida Conprehensive Assessnent Test
(FCAT) as part of the statew de assessnent program—to—be
adm-ni-stered—anndalby—i-n—grades—3—through—10 to neasure reading,
writing, science, and mathenmatics. Ot her content areas nay be

i ncluded as directed by the conm ssioner. The assessnent of

readi ng and mat hematics shall be adm nistered annually in grades

3 through 10. The assessnent of witing and sci ence shall be

adm ni stered at | east once at the elenentary, mddle, and high

school levels. The testing program nust be designed so that:
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1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the State Board of Education as specified in
paragraph (a). The tests nust measure and report student
proficiency levels in reading, witing, mathematics, and
sci ence. The comm ssioner shall provide for the tests to be
devel oped or obtai ned, as appropriate, through contracts and
proj ect agreenments with private vendors, public vendors, public
agenci es, postsecondary educational institutions, or school
districts. The conm ssioner shall obtain input with respect to
the design and inplenentation of the testing programfrom state
educators and the public.

2. The testing programw || include a conbination of norm
referenced and criterion-referenced tests and include, to the
extent determ ned by the conm ssioner, questions that require
t he student to produce information or performtasks in such a
way that the skills and conpetencies he or she uses can be
nmeasur ed.

3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,

m ddl e, or high school l|evel, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings that are then
scored by appropriate methods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance i s deened i nadequat e.
The school districts shall provide appropriate renedi al
instruction to students who score bel ow these | evel s.

5. Except as provided in s. 1003.43(11)(b), students nust
earn a passing score on the grade 10 assessnent test descri bed
in this paragraph or on an alternate assessnment as described in
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2095| subsection (9) in reading, witing, and mathematics to qualify
2096| for a regular high school diploma. The State Board of Education
2097| shall designate a passing score for each part of the grade 10
2098| assessnent test. In establishing passing scores, the state board
2099| shall consider any possible negative inpact of the test on

2100| mnority students. AH—students—whotookthegrade10FCAT

2101 j j
2102
2103
2104
2105
2106
2107
2108
2109
2110
2111| Board of Education shall adopt rules which specify the passing
2112| scores for the grade 10 FCAT. Any such rul es, which have the
2113| effect of raising the required passing scores, shall only apply
2114| to students taking the grade 10 FCAT for the first tine after

2115| such rules are adopted by the State Board of Educati on.

2116 6. Participation in the testing programis mandatory for
2117| all students attending public school, including students served
2118| in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns, except as otherw se
2119| prescribed by the conm ssioner. If a student does not

2120| participate in the statew de assessnent, the district nust

2121| notify the student's parent and provide the parent with

2122| information regarding the inplications of such nonparticipation.
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| f nodifications are made in the student's instruction to
provi de accommpdations that would not be permtted on the

stat ewi de assessnment tests, the district nmust notify the
student's parent of the inplications of such instructional
nodi fi cations. A parent nust provide signed consent for a
student to receive instructional nodifications that woul d not be
permtted on the statew de assessnments and nust acknow edge in
writing that he or she understands the inplications of such
accommodati ons. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules,
based upon recomendati ons of the comm ssioner, for the

provi sion of test acconmmodati ons and nodifications of procedures
as necessary for students in exceptional education prograns and
for students who have limted English proficiency.
Accommodat i ons that negate the validity of a statew de
assessment are not all owabl e.

7. A student seeking an adult high school diplona nust
neet the same testing requirenments that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

8. District school boards nmust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade progression
and high school graduation. If a student is provided with
acconmodati ons or nodifications that are not allowable in the
st at ewi de assessnent program as described in the test nanual s,
the district nust informthe parent in witing and nmust provide
the parent with informati on regarding the inpact on the
student's ability to neet expected proficiency levels in
reading, witing, and math. The comm ssioner shall conduct
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studi es as necessary to verify that the required skills and
conpetencies are part of the district instructional prograns.

9. The Departnment of Education nust devel op, or select,
and i npl enent a common battery of assessnent tools that will be
used in all juvenile justice prograns in the state. These tools
must accurately neasure the skills and conpetencies established

in the Florida Sunshine State Standards.

The conmm ssioner may design and inpl enent student testing
prograns, for any grade |level and subject area, necessary to
effectively nonitor educational achievenent in the state.

(e) Conduct ongoi ng research and anal ysis of student
achi evenent data, including, without limtation, nonitoring

trends in student achi everment by grade | evel and overall student

achi evenent, identifying school prograns that are successful

and anal yzing correl ates of school achievenent.
(9) EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - -

(a) The State Board of Education shall conduct concordance

studi es, as necessary, to determ ne scores on the SAT and the

ACT equi valent to those required on the FCAT for hi gh school
graduati on pursuant to s. 1003.429(6)(a) or s. 1003.43(5)(a).
(b)&) The Comm ssioner of Education shall approve the use

of the SAT and ACT tests as alternative assessnents to the grade

10 FCAT feor—the 2003-2004-school—year. Students who attain

scores on the SAT or ACT which equate to the passing scores on

the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high school graduation shal

satisfy the assessnent requirenent for a standard hi gh school

di pl oma as provided in s. 1003.429(6)(a) or s. 1003.43(5)(a) fer
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the2003-2004-—school—year i f the students neet the requirenent
i n paragraph (c) ).

(c)b)y A student shall be required to take each subject
area of the grade 10 FCAT a total of three tines w thout earning

a passing score in order to use the correspondi ng subject area

scores on an alternative assessnment pursuant to paragraph
(b)&a). This requirenment shall not apply to a new student who
enters is—a—hnew-student—to the Florida public school systemin
grade 12, who nay either take the FCAT or use approved score

equi valencies to fulfill the graduation requirenent.
(10) REPORTS. --The Departnent of Education shall annually
provide a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and t he Speaker of the House of Representatives on the

foll ow ng:

(a) Longitudinal performance of students in mathematics

and readi ng.

(b) Longitudinal perfornance of students by grade |evel in

mat henmati cs and readi ng.

(c) Longitudi nal performance regarding efforts to close

t he achi evenent gap.

(d) Longitudinal perfornance of students on the norm

ref erenced conponent of the FCAT.

(e) Oher student perfornmance data based on national norm

referenced and criterion-referenced tests, when avail abl e.

Section 30. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) and paragraph
(b) of subsection (8) of section 1008.25, Florida Statutes, are
anended, and paragraph (c) is added to subsection (8) of said
section, to read:
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1008. 25 Public school student progression; renedial
instruction; reporting requirenents.--

(4) ASSESSMENT AND REMEDI ATI ON. - -

(b) The school in which the student is enrolled nust
develop, in consultation with the student's parent, and nust
i npl enment an academ ¢ i nprovenent plan designed to assist the
student in neeting state and district expectations for
proficiency. For a student for whom a personalized m ddl e school
success plan is required pursuant to s. 1003.415, the mddle
school success plan nmust be incorporated in the student's
academ c i nprovenent plan. Beginning with the 2002- 2003 schoo
year, if the student has been identified as having a deficiency
in reading, the acadenmic inprovenent plan shall identify the
student's specific areas of deficiency in phonem c awareness,
phoni cs, fluency, conprehension, and vocabul ary; the desired
| evel s of performance in these areas; and the instructional and
support services to be provided to neet the desired | evels of
performance. Schools shall also provide for the frequent
monitoring of the student's progress in neeting the desired
| evel s of performance. District school boards may require | ow

perform ng students to attend renedi ati on prograns hel d before

or after regular school hours, upon the request of the school

princi pal, and shall assist schools and teachers to inplenment

resear ch- based reading activities that have been shown to be
successful in teaching reading to | ow-performng students.

Renedi al instruction provided during high school may not be in

lieu of English and mathematics credits required for graduation.

(8) ANNUAL REPORT. - -
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(b) Beginning—wth the 2001-2002 schogl—year Each

di strict school board nust annually publish in the I ocal
newspaper, and report in witing to the State Board of Education
by Septenber 1 of each year, the follow ng information on the
prior school year:

1. The provisions of this section relating to public
school student progression and the district school board's
policies and procedures on student retention and pronotion.

2. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students in
grades 3 through 10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the reading
portion of the FCAT.

3. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students
retained in grades 3 through 10.

4. Information on the total nunmber of students who were
pronoted for good cause, by each category of good cause as
specified in paragraph (6)(b).

5. Any revisions to the district school board' s policy on
student retention and pronotion fromthe prior year.

(c) The Departnment of Education shall establish a uniform

format for school districts to report the infornation required

in paragraph (b). The fornmat shall be devel oped with i nput from

school districts and shall be provided not |ater than 60 days

prior to the annual due date. The departnent shall annually

conpile the information required in subparagraphs (b)2., 3., and

4., along with state-level sumary infornation, and report such

information to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives.
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Section 31. Section 1008.301, Florida Statutes, is

r epeal ed.
Section 32. Section 1008.31, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:

1008.31 Florida' s K-20 educati on performance

accountability system legislative intent; public accountability

and reporting performance-basedfunding, m ssion, goals, and
syst emwi de neasures. --

(1) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--It is the intent of the
Legi sl ature that:

(a) The performance accountability systeminplenented to
assess the effectiveness of Florida' s seam ess K-20 education
delivery system provide answers to the follow ng questions in
relation to its m ssion and goal s:

1. What is the public receiving in return for funds it
i nvests in education?

2. How effectively is Florida's K- 20 education system
educating its students?

3. How effectively are the major delivery sectors
pronoti ng student achi evenent?

4. How are individual schools and postsecondary education
institutions performng their responsibility to educate their
students as neasured by how students are perform ng and how nuch
they are | earning?

(b) The K-20 education performance accountability system
be established as a single, unified accountability systemwth

mul ti pl e conponents, including, but not limted to, neasures of
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2289| adequate yearly progress, individual student |earning gains in
2290| public schools, school grades, and return on investnent.

2291 (c) The K-20 education performance accountability system
2292| conmply wth the accountability requirenments of the "No Child
2293| Left Behind Act of 2001," Pub. L. No. 107-110.

2294 (d) The State Board of Education recommend to the

2295| Legislature systemm de performance standards; the Legislature
2296| establish systemm de performance neasures and standards; and the
2297| systemm de neasures and standards provide Floridians with

2298| information on what the public is receiving in return for the
2299| funds it invests in education and how well the K-20 system

2300| educates its students.

2301 (e) The State Board of Education establish performance
2302| neasures and set performance standards for individual conponents
2303| of the public education system including individual schools and
2304| postsecondary educational institutions, with neasures and

2305| standards based primarily on student achi evenent.

2306
2307
2308
2309
2310| seetion—
2311
2312
2313
2314 | established performance-standards—
2315 i
2316
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2317
2318
2319
2320 (dy By Decenber 1, 2003, the State Board of Education
2321 TR &
2322
2323
2324 | peasures—to-evaluate the progressof each-sector of the
2325 : : ] A L L
2326
2327
2328
2329

2330| developrent—and-rmanagenent—

2331 3—ltnplenent the perfornmance-based budgeting-system
2332 desecribedinthis-section-

2333 (e)—During-the 2003-2004 fiscalyear,—the Departnent—of
2334| Education-shall-collect data required-to-establish progress,
2335 i
2336
2337
2338
2339
2340| kindergarten through graduate school. Effective for the 2004~
2341 . . . .
2342
2343

2344 | sanctions—established pursuantto-this section—
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(2)3)> M SSION, GOALS, AND SYSTEMW DE MEASURES. - -

(a) The mssion of Florida's K-20 education system shal
be to increase the proficiency of all students within one
seanl ess, efficient system by allow ng themthe opportunity to
expand their know edge and skills through | earning opportunities
and research valued by students, parents, and comrunities.

(b) The process StateBeard ot Education—shall—adopt
gui-di-ng—pri-neciples for establishing state and sector-specific
standards and neasures nust be:

1. Focused on student success.

Addr essabl e t hrough policy and program changes.

Efficient and of high quality.

2.
3
4. Measur abl e over tine.
5

Sinple to explain and display to the public.

6. Aligned with other neasures and other sectors to

support a coordi nated K-20 educati on system
(c) The Departnent State-Beard of Education shall maintain

an accountability systemthat neasures student progress toward

the foll owm ng goals:
1. Hi ghest student achi evenent, as indicated by evidence

of student learning gains at all |evels perasuredby—student
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2372 2. Seanless articulation and naxi num access, as neasured

2373| by evidence of progression, readiness, and access by targeted

2374| groups of students identified by the Comm ssioner of Educati on-—
2375
2376
2377
2378
2379 e i ; ; ;
2380| professional—and postgraduate degrees,—the nunber—and
2381 ' ' ' i
2382
2383
2384 | access—educati-onal—opportunity—the extentto-which accessis
385 . . . . . .
2386
2387 3. Skill ed workforce and econom ¢ devel opnent, as measured
2388| by evidence of enpl oynent and ear ni ngs—thenurber—and

2389 i i
2390
2391
2392
2393
2394
2395 4. Quality efficient services, as neasured by evidence of

2396| return on investnent —ecost—per—conpleter—or—graduate—average
2397 | cost—per—nonconpleter—at—each-educationallevel—cost disparity

2398| acrossinastitutions offering the sane degrees—the percentageof
2399| education-custoners—at—each-educationallevel who are satisfied
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2400

2401

2402 5. O her goals as identified by |aw or rule.

2403 (3)4)r K-20 EDUCATI ON DATA QUALI TY | VPROVENMENTS SYSTEMA-DE

2404| DAFACOLECH-ON.--To provide data required to inpl enent

2405| education perfornance accountability neasures in state and

2406| federal |aw, the Conm ssioner of Education shall initiate and

2407| nmamintain strategies to inprove data quality and tineliness.

2408 (a) School districts and public postsecondary educati onal
2409| institutions shall maintain information systens that wll

2410| provide the State Board of Education, the Board of Governors,

2411| and the Legislature with information and reports necessary to
2412| address the specifications of the accountability system Fhe
2413| State Beoard-of Educationshall determnethe standardsforthe
2414| regui+red—data— The | evel of conprehensiveness and quality shal
2415 be no less than that which was avail abl e as of June 30, 2001

2416 (b) The Comm ssioner of Education shall deternine the

2417| standards for the required data, nmonitor data quality, and

2418| neasure i nprovenents. The comm ssioner shall report annually to
2419| the State Board of Education, the Board of Governors, the
2420| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

2421| Representatives data quality indicators and ratings for al

2422| school districts and public postsecondary educati onal
2423| institutions.
2424 (4) REPORTI NG OR DATA COLLECTI ON.--The departnent shal

2425| coordinate with school districts in devel oping any reporting or

2426| data collection requirenents to address the specifications of

2427| the accountability system Before establishing any new reporting
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or data collection requirenents, the departnment shall utilize

any existing data being collected to reduce duplication and

m ni n ze paperwor k.
(5) RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent the

provi sions of this section.

Section 33. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section
1008. 33, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

1008.33 Authority to enforce public schoo

i nprovenent. --1t is the intent of the Legislature that al

public schools be held accountable for students perform ng at
acceptable levels. A system of school inprovenent and
accountability that assesses student performance by school,
identifies schools in which students are not naki ng adequate
progress toward state standards, institutes appropriate neasures
for enforcing inprovenment, and provides rewards and sanctions
based on performance shall be the responsibility of the State
Board of Educati on.

(1) Pursuant to Art. I X of the State Constitution
prescribing the duty of the State Board of Education to
supervise Florida's public school system and notw thstandi ng any
ot her statutory provisions to the contrary, the State Board of
Education shall intervene in the operation of a district school
system when one or nore schools in the school district have
failed to nake adequate progress for 2 school years in a 4-year
period. For purposes of determ ning when a school is eligible
for state board action and opportunity scholarships for its
students, the terns "2 years in any 4-year period" and "2 years
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in a 4-year period" nean that in any year that a school has a
grade of "F," the school is eligible for state board action and
opportunity scholarships for its students if it also has had a
grade of "F" in any of the previous 3 school years. The State
Board of Education may determ ne that the school district or
school has not taken steps sufficient for students in the school
to be academ cally well served. Considering reconmendati ons of

t he Comm ssioner of Education, the State Board of Education
shal |l recomend action to a district school board intended to

i nprove educational services to students in each school that is
designated with a as—performance grade of eategery "F."
Recommendati ons for actions to be taken in the school district
shall be made only after thorough consideration of the unique
characteristics of a school, which shall include student
mobility rates, the nunber and type of exceptional students
enrolled in the school, and the availability of options for

i nproved educational services. The state board shall adopt by
rule steps to followin this process. Such steps shall provide
school districts sufficient tine to inprove student perfornance
in schools and the opportunity to present evidence of assistance
and interventions that the district school board has

i mpl enent ed.

(2) The State Board of Education may reconmend one or nore
of the followng actions to district school boards to enable
students in schools designated with a as—perfermance grade of
category "F' to be acadenmically well served by the public school

syst em
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(a) Provide additional resources, change certain
practices, and provide additional assistance if the state board
determ nes the causes of inadequate progress to be related to
school district policy or practice;

(b) Inplenment a plan that satisfactorily resolves the
education equity problens in the school;

(c) Contract for the educational services of the school,
or reorgani ze the school at the end of the school year under a
new school principal who is authorized to hire new staff and
i npl enent a plan that addresses the causes of inadequate
pr ogr ess;

(d) Transfer high-quality teachers, faculty, and staff as

needed to ensure adequate educati onal opportunities designed to

i nprove the performance of students in a | ow perform ng school;
(e)td)» Al low parents of students in the school to send
their children to another district school of their choice; or

(f)e) O her action appropriate to inprove the school's
per f or mance.

(4) The State Board of Education may require the
Depart ment of Education or Chief Financial Oficer to wthhold
any transfer of state funds to the school district if, within
the tineframe specified in state board action, the schoo
district has failed to conply with the action ordered to inprove
the district's lowperform ng schools. Wthhol ding the transfer
of funds shall occur only after all other recommended actions
for school inprovenent have failed to i nprove perfornmance. The
State Board of Education may inpose the sane penalty on any
di strict school board that fails to develop and inplenent a plan
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for assistance and intervention for |ow perform ng schools as
specified in s. 1001.42(16) (d) ).

Section 34. Section 1008.34, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1008. 34 School grading system school report cards;
di strict performance grade. --

(1) ANNUAL REPORTS. -- The Conmi ssi oner of Education shal

prepare annual reports of the results of the statew de

assessnment program whi ch descri be student achievenent in the
state, each district, and each school. The comm ssioner shal
prescribe the design and content of these reports, which nust
include, without limtation, descriptions of the performance of
all schools participating in the assessnent program and all of
t heir major student popul ations as determ ned by the
Conmi ssi oner of Education, and nust al so include the nedian
scores of all eligible students who scored at or in the | owest
25th percentile of the state in the previous school year;
provi ded, however, that the provisions of s. 1002.22 pertaining
to student records apply to this section.

(2) SCHOOL GRADES PERFORMANCE-GRADE-CATEGORIES. -- The
annual report shall identify schools as having one of the

foll owi ng grades beingi+n—-one—oftthefollownggradecategories

defined according to rules of the State Board of Educati on:

(a) "A " schools neking excellent progress.
(b) "B," schools maki ng above average progress.
(c) "C/ " schools making satisfactory progress.
(d) "D," schools nmaking |ess than satisfactory progress.
(e) "F," schools failing to make adequate progress.
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"A, " making excellent progress, or having inproved at |east t

performance grade | evel s eategories, shall have greater
authority over the allocation of the school's total budget

generated fromthe FEFP, state categoricals, lottery funds,

rul e nust provide that the increased budget authority shal

(3) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL GRADES PERFORMANCE-GRADE
CATEGORIES. - -All schools shall receive a school grade except

those alternative schools that receive a school inprovenent

Each school designated with a +hr—performance grade of ecategory

grants, and |ocal funds, as specified in state board rule. The

remain in effect until the school's perfoerrance grade declines.

rating pursuant to s. 1008.341. Alternative schools nmay choose

I VvV E S

WO

to receive a school grade pursuant to the provisions of this

section in lieu of a school inprovenent rating described in s.

item zed in subsection (2) shall be based on the follow ng:

1008. 341. School grades performance—gradecategory—designations

(a) Criteria Fmeframes. --A school's grade shall be based

on a conbi nation of:

1. Student achi evenent scores Sechool—performance—grade

category—desi-gnations—shall-be based on-the -school's current

3 through 10.;—and

3. Inprovenent of the [owest 25th percentile of student
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unl ess these students are exhibiting performng above
sati sfactory perfornmance.

(b) Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent data used
in determ ning school grades perfermance—grade—categories shal
i ncl ude:

1. The aggregate scores of all eligible students enrolled
in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT.

2. The aggregate scores of all eligible students enroll ed
in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT, including
Florida Wites, and who have scored at or in the |owest 25th
percentile of students in the school in reading, math, or
writing, unless these students are exhibiting performng above

satisfactory performance.

3. The achi evenent scores and |l earning gains of eligible

students attending alternative schools that provi de dropout

prevention and acadenic intervention services pursuant to s.

1003.53. The term"eligible students"” in this subparagraph does

not include students attending an alternative school who are

subject to district school board policies for expul sion for

repeated or serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval

prograns serving students who have officially been designated as

dropouts, or who are in Departnent of Juvenile Justice operated

and contracted progranms. The student perfornmance data for

eligible students identified in this subparagraph shall be

included in the cal cul ati on of the hone school's grade. For

purposes of this section and s. 1008.341, "hone school" neans

t he school the student was attendi ng when assigned to an

alternative school or the school to which the student woul d be
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assigned if the student |left the alternative school. If an

alternative school chooses to be graded pursuant to this

section, student performance data for eligible students

identified in this subparagraph shall not be included in the

home school's grade but shall only be included in cal cul ati on of

the alternative school's inprovenent rating. School districts

must ensure col |l aborati on between the hone school and the

alternative school to pronote student success.

progrars—toihprove—theperformance—ofsuch-students— The State

Board of Education shall adopt appropriate criteria for each

school performance grade ecategoery. The criteria nust also give
added wei ght to student achi evenent in reading. Schools

desi gnated with a as—performance grade of eategery "C " making
satisfactory progress, shall be required to denonstrate that

adequat e progress has been made by students in the school who
are in the |l owest 25th percentile in reading, math, or witing
on the FCAT, including Florida Wites, unless these students are
exhi bi ting performng above satisfactory perfornmance.

(4) SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NGS. - - The annual report shal

identify each school's performance as having inproved, renained

the sane, or declined. This school inprovenent rating shall be
based on a conparison of the current year's and previous year's
student and school performance data. Schools that inprove at
| east one performance grade category are eligible for school
recognition awards pursuant to s. 1008. 36.
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2623 (5) SCHOOL REPORT CARD PERFORMANCE—GRABE-CATEGORY-AND
2624 HVPROVEMENTRAH-NG-RERPORTS. - -The Departnent of Education shall

2625| annually develop, in collaboration with the school districts, a

2626| school report card to be delivered to parents throughout each

2627| school district. The report card shall include the school's

2628| grade, information regardi ng school inprovenent, an expl anation

2629| of school performance as eval uated by the federal No Child Left

2630| Behind Act of 2001, and indicators of return on investnent.
2631
2632

2633| whi-ch—performance+s—nrasured— Each school's report card

2634 | designation—and+ating shall be published annually by the
2635| departnment on its website, ef—Educatioen and the school district

2636| shall provide the school report card to each parent. PRarents
2637| shall-—beentitled to-aneasy-to-read reportcard-about the

2638 losi . I . Y hool i hich thei hild i
2639 enrolled—

2640 (6) £~ PERFORMANCE- BASED FUNDI NG - - The Legi sl ature may
2641| factor in the performance of schools in calculating any

2642| performance-based funding policy that is provided for annually
2643| in the General Appropriations Act.

2644 (7)68) DI STRI CT PERFORMANCE GRADE. -- The annual report
2645| required by subsection (1) shall include district perforrance
2646| grades, which shall consist of weighted district average grades,
2647| by level, for all elenentary schools, m ddle schools, and high
2648| schools in the district. A district's weighted average grade

2649| shall be cal cul ated by wei ghting individual school grades

2650| determ ned pursuant to subsection (2) by school enroll nment.
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(8)6)> RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt
rul es pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent the
provi sions of this section.

Section 35. Section 1008.341, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1008. 341 School inprovenent rating for alternative

school s. - -
(1) ANNUAL REPCRTS. -- The Commi ssi oner of Educati on shal
prepare an annual report on the perfornmance of each school

receiving a school inprovenent rating pursuant to this section

provided that the provisions of s. 1002.22 pertaining to student

records shall apply.
(2) SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NG --Alternative school s that

provi de dropout prevention and academ c intervention services

pursuant to s. 1003.53 shall receive a school inprovenent rating

pursuant to this section. The school inprovenent rating shal

identify schools as having one of the follow ng ratings defined

according to rules of the State Board of Educati on:

(a) "lnproving," schools with students naking nore

academ c progress than when the students were served in their

honme school s.

(b) "Maintaining," schools with students maki ng progress

equi val ent to the progress made when the students were served in

their honme school s.

(c) "Declining," schools with students naking | ess

academ c progress than when the students were served in their

honme school s.

Page 96 of 133

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S

hch6007-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTAT I

2679
2680
2681
2682
2683
2684
2685
2686
2687
2688
2689
2690
2691
2692
2693
2694
2695
2696
2697
2698
2699
2700
2701
2702
2703
2704
2705
2706

HCB 6007 (for HBs 91, 1021, 1223, 1323, 1365, 1737, 1791, 1847)

The school inprovenent rating shall be based on a conpari son of

the current year and previous year student perfornance data.

School s that inprove at | east one | evel or nmamintain an

"inproving" rating pursuant to this section are eligible for

school recognition awards pursuant to s. 1008. 36.
(3) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NG. - - St udent

assessnent data used in determ ning an alternative school's

school i nprovenent rating shall include:

(a) The aggregate scores of all eligible students who were

assigned to and enrolled in the school during the Cctober or

February FTE count, who have been assessed on the FCAT, and who

have FCAT or conparabl e scores for the precedi ng school year.

(b) The aggregate scores of all eligible students who were

assigned to and enrolled in the school during the October or

February FTE count, who have been assessed on the FCAT,

including Florida Wites, and who have scored in the | owest 25th

percentile of students in the state on FCAT Readi ng.

The scores of students who are subject to district school board

policies for expul sion for repeated or serious offenses, who are

in dropout retrieval progranms serving students who have

officially been designated as dropouts, or who are in Departnent

of Juvenile Justice operated and contracted prograns shall not

be included in an alternative school's school i nprovenent

rating.
(4) | DENTI FI CATI ON OF STUDENT LEARNI NG GAI NS. - - For each

al ternative school receiving a school inprovenent rating, the

Departnent of Education shall annually identify the percentage
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of students nmaking | earning gains as conpared to the percentage

of the sane students making learning gains in their hone schools

in the year prior to being assigned to the alternative school.
(5) SCHOOL REPORT CARD.--The Departnent of Educati on shal

annual |y develop, in collaboration with the school districts, a

school report card for alternative schools to be delivered to

parents throughout each school district. The report card shal

i ncl ude the school inprovenent rating, identification of student

| earning gains, information regardi ng school inprovenent, an

expl anati on of school perfornance as evaluated by the federal No

Child Left Behind Act of 2001, and indicators of return on
i nvest nent.
(6) RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent the

provi sions of this section.

Section 36. Subsection (5), paragraphs (b) and (d) of
subsection (6), and subsection (7) of section 1008. 345, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read:

1008. 345 I nplenentation of state system of school
i nprovenent and education accountability.--

(5) The comm ssioner shall report to the Legislature and
recommend changes in state policy necessary to foster schoo
i mprovenent and education accountability. Included in the report
shall be a list of the schools, including schools operating for
t he purpose of providing educational services to youth in
Department of Juvenile Justice prograns, for which district
school boards have devel oped assi stance and intervention plans
and an anal ysis of the various strategies used by the school
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boards. School reports shall be distributed pursuant to this
subsection and s. 1001.42(16)(f) e} and according to rules
adopted by the State Board of Educati on.

(6)

(b) Upon request, the departnent shall provide technica
assi stance and training to any school, including any schoo
operating for the purpose of providing educational services to
youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice prograns, schoo
advi sory council, district, or district school board for
conducti ng needs assessnents, devel oping and i npl enmenting school
i nprovenent plans, devel opi ng and i npl enenting assi stance and
i ntervention plans, or inplenenting other conponents of schoo
i mprovenent and accountability. Priority for these services
shall be given to schools designated with a as—performance grade
of eategory "D' or "F' and school districts in rural and
sparsely popul ated areas of the state.

(d) The departnent shall assign a community assessnent
teamto each school district with a school designated with a as
performance grade of eategory "D' or "F' to review the school
performance data and determ ne causes for the | ow performance.
The team shall nake recommendations to the school board, to the
departnent, and to the State Board of Education for inplenenting
an assi stance and intervention plan that will address the causes
of the school's | ow performance. The assessnent team shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, a departnent representative,
parents, business representatives, educators, and comunity
activists, and shall represent the denographics of the community
from whi ch they are appointed.
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(7)(a) Schools designated with a ir—perfoermance grade of
category "A " making excellent progress, shall, if requested by

t he school, be given deregulated status as specified in s.
1003.63(5), (7), (8), (9), and (10).

(b) Schools that have inproved at |east two grades
performance—grade—categories and that neet the criteria of the
Fl ori da School Recognition Program pursuant to s. 1008. 36 may be
gi ven deregul ated status as specified in s. 1003.63(5), (7),
(8, (9, and (10).

Section 37. Subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section
1008. 36, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

1008. 36 Florida School Recognition Program--

(3) Al public schools, including charter schools, that

receive a school grade pursuant to s. 1008.34 or a school

i nprovenent rating pursuant to s. 1008.341 are eligible to

participate in the program For the purpose of this section, a

school or schools serving any conbi nati on of Kkindergarten

t hrough grade 3 students that do not receive a school grade

under s. 1008. 34 shall be assigned the school grade of the

feeder pattern school designated by the Departnent of Education

and verified by the school district and shall be eligible to

participate in the programbased on that feeder. A "feeder

school pattern” is defined as a pattern in which at | east 60

percent of the students in the school not receiving a school

grade are assigned to the graded school. A feeder pattern school

shal |l be subject to the OQpportunity Schol arship Program as
defined in s. 1002. 38.
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(4) Al selected schools shall receive financial awards
dependi ng on the availability of funds appropriated and the
nunber and size of schools selected to receive an award. Funds
nmust be distributed to the school's fiscal agent and placed in
t he school's account and nust be used for purposes listed in

subsection (5) as determ ned by the school advisory counci

pursuant to s. 1001.452 in the annual school inprovenent plan

requi red pursuant to s. 1001.42(16)(a). |If such a deternination

is not included in the school inprovenent plan, the school shal

not be eligible to receive a financial award jeintly—bythe
school s staftf and-schooladvisory council—I{ schoolstaff and

(5) School recognition awards nust be used for the

fol | owi ng:
(a) Nonrecurring bonuses to the faculty and staff who

currently teach at the school or who taught at the school during

t he year of inproved perfornance;

(b) Nonrecurring expenditures for educational equipnent,

o+ materials, or student incentives to assist in maintaining and

i nprovi ng student performance; or
(c) Tenporary personnel for the school to assist in

mai nt ai ni ng and i nprovi ng student performance.

Not wi t hst andi ng statutory provisions to the contrary, incentive

awards are not subject to collective bargaining.
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Section 38. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section
1008. 45, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1008.45 Conmunity col |l ege accountability process. --

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a managenent
and accountability process be inplenented which provides for the
systematic, ongoing inprovenent and assessnent of the
i nprovenment of the quality and efficiency of the Florida
community col |l eges. Accordingly, the State Board of Education
and the community col |l ege boards of trustees shall devel op and
i npl enent an accountability plan to i nprove and eval uate the
instructional and adm nistrative efficiency and effectiveness of
the Florida Cormmunity Col |l ege System This plan shall be

designed in consultation with staff of the Governor and the

Legi sl ature and nust address the foll ow ng issues:

Section 39. Section 1008.51, Florida Statutes, is

r epeal ed.
Section 40. Paragraphs (f), ((h), (1), (m, and (n) of

subsection (1) and paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4) of

section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are anended, subsections (8)
and (9) are renunbered as subsections (9) and (10),
respectively, and anended, and a new subsection (8) is added to
said section, to read:

1011. 62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annual
allocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determned in the
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2845| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
2846| the annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

2847| follows:

2848 (1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
2849| OPERATION. --The foll ow ng procedure shall be followed in

2850| determ ning the annual allocation to each district for

2851| operation:

2852 (f) Suppl enmental academic instruction; categorical fund.--
2853 1. There is created a categorical fund to provide

2854| suppl enental academ c instruction to students in kindergarten
2855| through grade 12. This paragraph nay be cited as the

2856| "Supplenental Academ c Instruction Categorical Fund."

2857 2. Categorical funds for supplenental academ c instruction
2858| shall be allocated annually to each school district in the

2859| amount provided in the General Appropriations Act. These funds
2860| shall be in addition to the funds appropriated on the basis of
2861| FTE student nenbership in the Florida Education Finance Program
2862| and shall be included in the total potential funds of each

2863| district. These funds shall be used to provide suppl enent al

2864| academ c instruction to students enrolled in the K-12 program
2865| Supplenmental instruction strategies may include, but are not
2866| limted to: nodified curriculum reading instruction, after-
2867| school instruction, tutoring, nmentoring, class size reduction,
2868| extended school year, intensive skills devel opnent in sumer
2869| school, and other nethods for inproving student achi evenent.
2870| Suppl enmental instruction may be provided to a student in any

2871| manner and at any tine during or beyond the regular 180-day term

2872| identified by the school as being the nost effective and
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efficient way to best help that student progress fromgrade to
grade and to graduate.

3. Effective with the 1999-2000 fiscal year, funding on
the basis of FTE nenbership beyond the 180-day regular term
shall be provided in the FEFP only for students enrolled in

juvenile justice education prograns or in an education program

for juveniles under s. 985.223. Funding for instruction beyond

t he regul ar 180-day school year for all other K-12 students
shal | be provided through the suppl enental academ c instruction
categorical fund and other state, federal, and l|ocal fund
sources with anple flexibility for schools to provide

suppl emental instruction to assist students in progressing from
grade to grade and graduati ng.

4. The Florida State University School, as a | ab school,
is authorized to expend fromits FEFP or Lottery Enhancenent
Trust Fund all ocation the cost to the student of remediation in
reading, witing, or mathematics for any graduate who requires
remedi ati on at a postsecondary educational institution.

5. Beginning in the 1999-2000 school year, dropout
prevention prograns as defined in ss. 1003.52, 1003.53(1)(a),
(b), and (c), and 1003.54 shall be included in group 1 programns
under subparagraph (d) 3.

6. Beginning in the 2005-2006 school year, parents of the

foll ow ng students shall be offered the opportunity to choose

suppl enmental educational services fromthe school district or

froma list of providers approved by the Depart nent of

Educati on:
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a. Third grade students scoring at Level 1 on FCAT Readi ng

who are not eligible for suppl enental educational services
t hrough the requirenments of Pub. L. No. 107-110.
b. Hi gh school students failing grade 10 FCAT Readi ng or

grade 10 FCAT Mathematics on their second attenpt who are not

eligible for suppl enental educational services through the
requi renments of Pub. L. No. 107-110.

Funds per student shall be determ ned annually in the General

Appropriations Act.

(h) Small, isolated high schools.--Districts which |evy
t he maxi mum nonvoted di scretionary m ||l age, exclusive of mllage
for capital outlay purposes |levied pursuant to s. 1011.71(2),
may cal culate full-tinme equival ent students for small, isol ated
hi gh schools by multiplying the nunber of unweighted full-tine
equi val ent students times 2.75; provided the school has attained
a state accountability performance grade ecategory of "C' or
better, pursuant to s. 1008.34, for the previous school year.
For the purpose of this section, the term"snall, isolated high
school " nmeans any high school which is |located no | ess than 28
mles by the shortest route from another high school; which has
been serving students primarily in basic studies provided by
sub- subparagraphs (c)1.b. and c. and may i ncl ude subparagraph
(c)4.; and which has a nenbership of no nore than 100 students,
but no fewer than 28 students, in grades 9 through 12.

(1) Calculation of additional full-time equival ent
menber shi p based on international baccal aureate exam nation
scores of students.--A value of 0.24 full-tinme equival ent
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student nenbership shall be cal culated for each student enrolled
in an international baccal aureate course who receives a score of
4 or higher on a subject exam nation. A value of 0.3 full-tine
equi val ent student nenbership shall be cal culated for each
student who receives an international baccal aureate dipl oma.
Such val ue shall be added to the total full-tinme equival ent
student nenbership in basic progranms for grades 9 through 12 in
t he subsequent fiscal year. The school district shall distribute
to each classroomteacher who provided internationa

baccal aureate instruction:

1. A bonus in the anpbunt of $50 for each student taught by
the I nternational Baccal aureate teacher in each internationa
baccal aureate course who receives a score of 4 or higher on the
i nternational baccal aureate exam nati on.

2.  An additional bonus of $500 to each Internationa
Baccal aureate teacher in a school designated with a performance
grade of eategory "D' or "F' who has at |east one student
scoring 4 or higher on the international baccal aureate
exam nation, regardless of the nunber of classes taught or of
t he nunber of students scoring a 4 or higher on the

i nternati onal baccal aureate exam nati on.

Bonuses awarded to a teacher according to this paragraph shal
not exceed $2,000 in any given school year and shall be in
addition to any regul ar wage or other bonus the teacher received
or is scheduled to receive.
(m Calculation of additional full-tinme equival ent
menber shi p based on Advanced International Certificate of
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Educati on exam nation scores of students.--A value of 0.24 full -
ti me equival ent student menbership shall be cal cul ated for each
student enrolled in a full-credit Advanced I|nternational
Certificate of Education course who receives a score of 2 or
hi gher on a subject exam nation. A value of 0.12 full-tine
equi val ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated for each
student enrolled in a half-credit Advanced International
Certificate of Education course who receives a score of 1 or
hi gher on a subject exam nation. A value of 0.3 full-tine
equi val ent student nmenbership shall be cal cul ated for each
student who received an Advanced International Certificate of
Educati on di pl oma. Such value shall be added to the total full-
ti me equival ent student nmenbership in basic prograns for grades
9 through 12 in the subsequent fiscal year. The school district
shall distribute to each classroomteacher who provi ded Advanced
International Certificate of Education instruction:

1. A bonus in the amount of $50 for each student taught by
t he Advanced International Certificate of Education teacher in
each full -credit Advanced International Certificate of Education
course who receives a score of 2 or higher on the Advanced
International Certificate of Educati on exam nation. A bonus in
t he amount of $25 for each student taught by the Advanced
International Certificate of Education teacher in each half-
credit Advanced International Certificate of Education course
who receives a score of 1 or higher on the Advanced
International Certificate of Education exam nation.

2.  An additional bonus of $500 to each Advanced
International Certificate of Education teacher in a school
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designated with a performance grade of eategery "D' or "F' who
has at |east one student scoring 2 or higher on the full-credit

Advanced International Certificate of Educati on exam nation
regardl ess of the nunber of classes taught or of the nunber of
students scoring a 2 or higher on the full-credit Advanced
International Certificate of Education exam nati on.

3. Additional bonuses of $250 each to teachers of half-
credit Advanced International Certificate of Education classes
in a school designated with a perfoerrance grade of eategoery "D
or "F'" which has at | east one student scoring a 1 or higher on
the half-credit Advanced International Certificate of Education
exam nation in that class. The maxi num additi onal bonus for a
t eacher awarded in accordance with this subparagraph shall not
exceed $500 in any given school year. Teachers receiving an
awar d under subparagraph 2. are not eligible for a bonus under
t hi s subparagraph.

Bonuses awarded to a teacher according to this paragraph shal

not exceed $2,000 in any given school year and shall be in
addition to any regul ar wage or other bonus the teacher received
or is scheduled to receive.

(n) Calculation of additional full-tinme equival ent
menber shi p based on col |l ege board advanced pl acenent scores of
students. --A value of 0.24 full-time equival ent student
menber ship shall be cal cul ated for each student in each advanced
pl acenent course who receives a score of 3 or higher on the
Col | ege Board Advanced Pl acenent Exami nation for the prior year
and added to the total full-time equival ent student nenbership
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in basic prograns for grades 9 through 12 in the subsequent
fiscal year. Each district nust allocate at |east 80 percent of
the funds provided to the district for advanced pl acenent
instruction, in accordance with this paragraph, to the high
school that generates the funds. The school district shal
distribute to each classroomteacher who provi ded advanced

pl acenent instruction:

1. A bonus in the anobunt of $50 for each student taught by
t he Advanced Pl acenent teacher in each advanced pl acenent course
who receives a score of 3 or higher on the Coll ege Board
Advanced Pl acenent Exam nati on.

2. An additional bonus of $500 to each Advanced Pl acenent
teacher in a school designated with a perfoermance grade of
category "D' or "F' who has at | east one student scoring 3 or
hi gher on the Col |l ege Board Advanced Pl acenment Exam nati on,
regardl ess of the nunber of classes taught or of the nunber of
students scoring a 3 or higher on the Coll ege Board Advanced

Pl acement Exam nati on.

Bonuses awarded to a teacher according to this paragraph shal
not exceed $2,000 in any given school year and shall be in
addition to any regul ar wage or other bonus the teacher received
or is scheduled to receive.

(4) COWPUTATI ON OF DI STRI CT REQUI RED LOCAL EFFORT. -- The
Legi slature shall prescribe the aggregate required local effort
for all school districts collectively as an itemin the General
Appropriations Act for each fiscal year. The anmount that each
district shall provide annually toward the cost of the Florida
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3040| Education Finance Program for kindergarten through grade 12
3041| prograns shall be calculated as foll ows:

3042 (a) Estinmated taxable value cal cul ations. --

3043 l.a. Not later than 2 working days prior to July 19, the
3044| Departnment of Revenue shall certify to the Comm ssioner of

3045| Education its nost recent estimate of the taxable value for
3046| school purposes in each school district and the total for al
3047| school districts in the state for the current cal endar year
3048| based on the | atest avail abl e data obtained fromthe | ocal

3049| property appraisers. Not later than July 19, the Comm ssioner of
3050| Education shall conpute a mllage rate, rounded to the next
3051| highest one one-thousandth of a mll, which, when applied to 95
3052| percent of the estimted state total taxable value for school
3053| purposes, would generate the prescribed aggregate required | ocal
3054| effort for that year for all districts. The Conm ssioner of
3055| Education shall certify to each district school board the

3056| mllage rate, conputed as prescribed in this subparagraph, as
3057| the minimumm|lage rate necessary to provide the district

3058| required local effort for that year.

3059 b. The CGeneral Appropriations Act shall direct the

3060| conputation of the statew de adjusted aggregate anmount for

3061| required local effort for all school districts collectively from
3062| ad valoremtaxes to ensure that no school district's revenue
3063| fromrequired local effort mllage will produce nore than 90
3064| percent of the district's total Florida Education Finance

3065| Program cal cul ation, and the adjustnent of the required | ocal

3066| effort mllage rate of each district that produces nore than 90

3067| percent of its total Florida Education Fi nance Program
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entitlenment to a level that will produce only 90 percent of its
total Florida Education Finance Programentitlenent in the July
cal cul ation

2. As revised data are received from property appraisers,
t he Departnment of Revenue shall anend the certification of the
estimate of the taxable value for school purposes. The
Conmi ssi oner of Education, in admnistering the provisions of
subpar agraph (10) {93(a)2., shall use the nost recent taxable
value for the appropriate year.

(b) Final calculation.--

1. The Departnent of Revenue shall, upon receipt of the
official final assessed value of property fromeach of the
property appraisers, certify to the Comm ssioner of Education
the taxable value total for school purposes in each school
district, subject to the provisions of paragraph (d). The
conmi ssi oner shall use the official final taxable value for
school purposes for each school district in the final
cal cul ation of the annual Florida Education Fi nance Program
al I ocations.

2. For the purposes of this paragraph, the official final
t axabl e val ue for school purposes shall be the taxable value for
school purposes on which the tax bills are conputed and nuil ed
to the taxpayers, adjusted to reflect final adm nistrative
acti ons of value adjustnent boards and judicial decisions
pursuant to part | of chapter 194. By Septenber 1 of each year,
t he Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the comm ssioner the
official prior year final taxable value for school purposes. For
each county that has not submitted a revised tax roll reflecting
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final value adjustnent board actions and final judicial
deci sions, the Departnent of Revenue shall certify the nost
recent revision of the official taxable value for school
purposes. The certified val ue shall be the final taxable val ue
for school purposes, and no further adjustnents shall be nade,
except those made pursuant to subparagraph (10) {9)-(a) 2.

(8) RESEARCH BASED READI NG | NSTRUCTI ON ALLQOCATI ON. - -

(a) The research-based reading instruction allocation is

created to provide conprehensive reading instruction to students

i n kindergarten through grade 12.

(b) Funds for conprehensive, research-based reading

instruction shall be allocated annually to each school district

in the amount provided in the General Appropriations Act. Each

eligible school district shall receive the sanme m ni nrum anount

as specified in the General Appropriations Act, and any

remai ni ng funds shall be distributed to eligible school

districts based on each school district's proportionate share of

K-12 base funding.
(c) Funds nust be used to provide a system of

conpr ehensive reading instruction to students enrolled in the K-

12 prograns, which may include the foll ow ng:

1. The provision of highly qualified reading coaches.

2. Professional devel opnment for school district teachers

in scientifically based reading instruction.

3. The provision of summer reading canps for students who

score at Level 1 on FCAT Readi ng.

4. The provision of supplenental instructional materials

that are grounded in scientifically based readi ng research, and
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3124| conprehensive training in their use, for which teachers shal

3125| receive inservice credit. Each school district, in partnership

3126 with the publisher of the material, shall provide the training

3127 and the school district shall certify that the teacher has

3128| achieved nmastery in using the naterial correctly. Data on this

3129| training shall be collected by the Departnent of Educati on.

3130 5. The provision of intensive interventions for m ddl e and

3131| high school students readi ng bel ow grade | evel .
3132 (d) Annually, by a date determ ned by the Departnent of
3133| Education but before May 1, school districts shall submt a plan

3134| for the specific use of the research-based reading instruction

3135| allocation in the format prescri bed by the departnent for review

3136| and approval by the Just Read, Florida!l Ofice created pursuant
3137| to s. 1001.215. The plan annually submtted by school districts
3138| shall be deened approved unl ess the departnent rejects the plan

3139 on or before June 1. |If a school district and the Just Read,

3140| Florida! Ofice cannot reach agreenent on the contents of the

3141| plan, the school district may appeal to the State Board of

3142| Education. The plan format shall be devel oped with input from

3143| school district personnel, including teachers and principals,

3144| and shall allow courses in core, career, and alternative

3145| prograns that deliver intensive reading renediation through

3146| integrated curricula. No later than July 1 annually, the

3147| departnment shall rel ease the school district's allocation of

3148| appropriated funds to those districts with approved plans. A

3149| school district that spends 100 percent of this allocation on

3150| its approved plan shall be deened to have been in conpliance

3151| with the plan. The departnent may w t hhol d funds upon a
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determ nation that reading instruction allocation funds are not

bei ng used to inplenent the approved plan.
(9)68) QUALITY ASSURANCE GUARANTEE. - - The Legi sl ature may
annually in the General Appropriations Act determ ne a

percentage increase in funds per K-12 unwei ghted FTE as a
m ni mum guar antee to each school district. The guarantee shal
be cal culated from prior year base funding per unweighted FTE
student which shall include the adjusted FTE dollars as provided
in subsection (10)€9), quality guarantee funds, and actual
nonvot ed di scretionary |local effort fromtaxes. Fromthe base
fundi ng per unwei ghted FTE, the increase shall be calculated for
the current year. The current year funds from which the
guarantee shall be determ ned shall include the adjusted FTE
dollars as provided in subsection (10){9) and potential nonvoted
di scretionary local effort fromtaxes. A conparison of current
year funds per unwei ghted FTE to prior year funds per unweighted
FTE shall be conmputed. For those school districts which have
|l ess than the legislatively assigned percentage increase, funds
shall be provided to guarantee the assigned percentage increase
in funds per unwei ghted FTE student. Shoul d appropriated funds
be | ess than the sum of this cal cul ated amount for al
districts, the conm ssioner shall prorate each district's
all ocation. This provision shall be inplenented to the extent
speci fically funded.

(10) (9 TOTAL ALLOCATI ON OF STATE FUNDS TO EACH DI STRI CT
FOR CURRENT OPERATION. --The total annual state allocation to
each district for current operation for the FEFP shall be
di stributed periodically in the manner prescribed in the General
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Appropri ations Act.

(a) The basic anpbunt for current operation for the FEFP as
determ ned in subsection (1), multiplied by the district cost
differential factor as determned in subsection (2), plus the
anounts provided for categorical conponents within the FEFP
pl us the anount for the sparsity supplenent as determned in
subsection (6), the decline in full-tinme equival ent students as

determ ned in subsection (7), the research-based readi ng

instruction allocation as determned in subsection (8), and the

qual ity assurance guarantee as determ ned in subsection (9)8),
|l ess the required local effort as determ ned in subsection (4).
I f the funds appropriated for the purpose of funding the total
anount for current operation as provided in this paragraph are
not sufficient to pay the state requirenent in full, the
departnent shall prorate the available state funds to each
district in the foll ow ng nmanner:

1. Determne the percentage of proration by dividing the
sum of the total amount for current operation, as provided in
this paragraph for all districts collectively, and the total
district required local effort into the sumof the state funds
avai l abl e for current operation and the total district required
| ocal effort.

2. Miltiply the percentage so determ ned by the sum of the
total amount for current operation as provided in this paragraph
and the required |local effort for each individual district.

3. Fromthe product of such multiplication, subtract the

required local effort of each district; and the remai nder shal
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be the anmount of state funds allocated to the district for
current operation.

(b) The anopunt thus obtained shall be the net annual
all ocation to each school district. However, if it is determ ned
t hat any school district received an underall ocation or
overal l ocation for any prior year because of an arithnetical
error, assessnent roll change, full-tinme equival ent student
menbership error, or any allocation error revealed in an audit
report, the allocation to that district shall be appropriately
adj usted. Beginning with audits for the 2001- 2002 fiscal year,
if the adjustnent is the result of an audit finding in which
group 2 FTE are reclassified to the basic program and the
district weighted FTE are over the weighted enrollnent ceiling
for group 2 prograns, the adjustnent shall not result in a gain
of state funds to the district. If the Departnent of Education
audi t adj ustnment recommendati on is based upon controverted
findings of fact, the Conm ssioner of Education is authorized to
establish the anpbunt of the adjustnment based on the best
interests of the state.

(c) The anount thus obtained shall represent the net
annual state allocation to each district; however,
notw t hstandi ng any of the provisions herein, each district
shall be guaranteed a mninmum |l evel of funding in the amount and
manner prescribed in the General Appropriations Act.

Section 41. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
1011.64, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1011. 64 School district mninmmclassroomexpenditure
requirenents. - -
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3235 (2) For the purpose of inplenenting the provisions of this
3236| section, the Legislature shall prescribe m ninumacadem c

3237| performance standards and m ni nrum cl assroom expendi ture

3238| requirenments for districts not nmeeting such m ni num acadeni c
3239| performance standards in the General Appropriations Act.

3240 (a) M ninmum academ ¢ performance standards may be based
3241| on, but are not limted to, district performance grades

3242| determ ned pursuant to s. 1008. 34(7)(8).

3243 Section 42. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
3244| 1011.685, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3245 1011.685 Cass size reduction; operating categorica
3246| fund. --
3247 (2) Cdass size reduction operating categorical funds shal

3248| be used by school districts for the foll ow ng:

3249 (b) For any lawful operating expenditure, if the district
3250 has net the constitutional maximuns identified in s. 1003.03(1)
3251| or the reduction of two students per year required by s.

3252| 1003.03(2); however, priority shall be given to increase

3253| salaries of classroomteachers as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)
3254| and to inplenent the differentiated-pay provisions detailed in
3255| s. 1012. 2312 salarycareerladderdefinedin-s—1012. 231

3256 Section 43. Section 1011.6855, Florida Statutes, is

3257| created to read:

3258 1011.6855 M ninmum pay for instructional personnel;

3259| operating categorical fund.--An operating categorical fund is
3260| created through which funds shall be used to:
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(1) Provide mnimmpay of $35,000 or higher as specified

in the General Appropriations Act for all full-tine certified

instructional personnel identified in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d).

(2) Provide elevation funds of at |east $2,000 or higher

as specified in the General Appropriations Act to increase the

salary of all full-time certified instructional personne
identified in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) who are earning $33, 000 or

hi gher.

Operating categorical funds remaining after the obligations in

subsections (1) and (2) have been net nust be used to reduce the

district average class size until the district average class

size neets the requirenents specified in the State Constitution

The school district nay expend the funds for any | awf ul

operating expenditure if the constitutional requirenents in this

section and s. 1011. 685 have been net.

Section 44. Subsection (1) of section 1011.71, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1011.71 District school tax.--

(1) If the district school tax is not provided in the

CGeneral Appropriations Act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he General Appropriations Act, each district school board
desiring to participate in the state allocation of funds for
current operation as prescribed by s. 1011.62(10)¢9) shall |evy
on the taxabl e value for school purposes of the district,
exclusive of mllage voted under the provisions of s. 9(b) or s.
12, Art. VIl of the State Constitution, a mllage rate not to
exceed the anount certified by the comm ssioner as the m nimum
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mllage rate necessary to provide the district required |oca
effort for the current year, pursuant to s. 1011.62(4)(a)l. In
addition to the required local effort nmllage |evy, each
di strict school board may | evy a nonvoted current operating
di scretionary mllage. The Legislature shall prescribe annually
in the appropriations act the maxi rum anount of mllage a
district may levy. The mllage rate prescribed shall exceed zero
mlls but shall not exceed the lesser of 1.6 mlls or 25 percent
of the mllage which is required pursuant to s. 1011.62(4),
exclusive of mllage |evied pursuant to subsection (2).

Section 45. Subsection (6) is added to section 1012. 21,
Florida Statutes, to read:

1012.21 Departnent of Education duties; K-12 personnel. --

(6) REPORTING --The Departnent of Education shall annually

post online the collective bargai ning contracts of each school

district received pursuant to s. 1012.22. The departnent shal

prescri be the conputer format for district school boards to

provide the information

Section 46. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1012. 22, Florida Statutes, is anended, and subsection (3) is
added to said section, to read:

1012.22 Public school personnel; powers and duties of the
di strict school board.--The district school board shall:

(1) Designate positions to be filled, prescribe
qualifications for those positions, and provide for the
appoi nt ment, conpensation, pronotion, suspension, and dism ssal
of enpl oyees as follows, subject to the requirenents of this
chapter:

Page 119 of 133

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S

hch6007-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HCB 6007 (for HBs 91, 1021, 1223, 1323, 1365, 1737, 1791, 1847)

3317 (c) Conpensation and sal ary schedul es. - -

3318 1. The district school board shall adopt a salary schedul e
3319| or salary schedul es designed to furnish incentives for

3320| inprovenent in training and for continued efficient service to
3321| be used as a basis for paying all school enployees and fix and
3322| authorize the conpensation of school enployees on the basis

3323| thereof.

3324 2. A district school board, in determning the salary

3325| schedule for instructional personnel, nust base a portion of
3326| each enpl oyee's conpensati on on perfornmance denonstrated under
3327| s. 1012. 34, nust consider the prior teaching experience of a
3328| person who has been designated state teacher of the year by any
3329| state in the United States, and mnmust consider prior professional
3330| experience in the field of education gained in positions in

3331| addition to district level instructional and admnistrative

3332| positions.

3333 3. In developing the salary schedule, the district school
3334| board shall seek input from parents, teachers, and

3335| representatives of the business comunity.

3336
3337
3338
3339
3340
3341
3342
3343
3344
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3345
3346
3347
3348
3349
3350 Education shall determ ne whether the district school board s
3351
3352
3353
3354| disbursenentsfromthe Educational Enhancerent—Trust Fund to-the
3355| district—until—conpliance isverified-

3356 (3) Annually provide to the Departnent of Education the

3357| negotiated collective bargaining contract for the school

3358| district. The district school board shall report in the conputer

3359| fornat prescribed by the departnent pursuant to s. 1012. 21.
3360 Section 47. Section 1012.2305, Florida Statutes, is
3361| created to read:

3362 1012. 2305 M ninmum pay for instructional personnel.--
3363 (1) LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT. - -The Legi sl ature recogni zes that
3364| higher pay does not guarantee quality perfornance in education.

3365| The Legislature al so recogni zes that conpetitive pay,

3366| differentiated pay, and performance incentives are necessary to

3367| attract and retain the highest quality teachers and that the

3368| prospect of higher pay and career opportunities are inportant to

3369| attract talented individuals to the field of teaching.

3370 (2) MN MM PAY. --The m ni num pay for full-tinme certified

3371| instructional personnel identified in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) shal

3372| be $35,000 and shall be established by the Legislature to remain
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above the nati onal average begi nning pay for public school

t eachers.
Section 48. Section 1012.231, Florida Statutes, is

repeal ed.
Section 49. Section 1012.2312, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:

1012. 2312 Differentiated pay for instructional

personnel . - -
(1) Beginning with the 2005-2006 fiscal year, each
district school board shall have a differentiated-pay policy for

instructional personnel and incorporate it into the schoo

district's salary schedul e.

(2) The differentiated-pay policy nay be subject to

negoti ation as provided in chapter 447; however, the adopted

sal ary schedule nust allow instructional personnel to receive

differentiated pay based upon school district determ ned

factors, including, but not Iimted to, each of the foll ow ng:

(a) The subject areas taught, with classroomteachers who

teach in critical shortage areas receiving higher pay.

(b) The econoni ¢ denobgraphics of the school, with

instructional personnel in schools that have a nmajority of

students who qualify for free or reduced-price |lunches receiving

hi gher pay.

(c) Additional responsibilities of instructional

personnel, including, but not linmted to, |ead and nentoring

responsi bilities.

(d) A performance-pay policy that rewards hi gh-perfornm ng

instructional personnel with at | east a 5-percent performance-
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pay incentive.

The differentiated pay provided in the salary schedule for each

of the factors specified in paragraphs (a)-(d) shall provide an

i ncenti ve and not be nomnm nal .

(3) The Comm ssioner of Education shall determ ne whet her

the district school board s adopted salary schedule conplies

with the requirenents in subsection (2). If the salary schedul e

does not conply, the conm ssioner shall recommend to the State

Board of Education and the state board is authorized to w thhold

di sbursenents fromthe Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund to the

school district until the district's salary schedule is in

conpl i ance.
Section 50. Section 1012.2313, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

1012. 2313 Differentiated pay for school adnm nistrators.--
(1) Beginning with the 2005-2006 fiscal year, each

district school board shall have a differentiated-pay policy for

school adm nistrators and incorporate it into the school

district's salary schedul e.

(2) The adopted sal ary schedul e nust all ow school

admnistrators to receive differentiated pay based upon schoo

district determ ned factors, including, but not limted to, each

of the foll ow ng:

(a) The econoni c denographics of the school, with school

adm nistrators in schools that have a najority of students who

qualify for free or reduced-price lunches receiving higher pay.

(b) A performance-pay policy that rewards hi gh-perforn ng
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school administrators with at | east a 5-percent performance- pay

i ncentive.

The differentiated pay provided in the salary schedule for each

of the factors specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) shall provide

an i ncentive and not be nom nal.

(3) The Conm ssioner of Education shall determ ne whet her

the district school board s adopted salary schedul e conplies

wth the requirenents in subsection (2). If the salary schedul e

does not conply, the conmm ssioner shall recommend to the State

Board of Education and the state board is authorized to wi thhold

di sbursenents fromthe Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund to the

school district until the district's salary schedule is in

conpl i ance.

Section 51. Section 1012.2315, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

1012. 2315 Assi gnnent of teachers.--

(1) LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - -The Legi sl ature
finds disparity between teachers assigned to teach in a ngjority

of "A" schools conpared to teachers assigned to teach in a

mapjority of "F'" schools. The disparity can be found in the

average years of experience, nedian salary, and the perfornance

of the teachers on teacher certification examnations. It is the

intent of the Legislature that district school boards have

flexibility through the collective bargaining process to assign

teachers nore equitably across the schools in the district.
(2) ASSIGNMENT TO "D' and "F'" SCHOOLS.--School districts
may not assign a higher percentage than the school district
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3457| average of first-tinme teachers, tenporarily certified teachers,

3458| teachers in need of inprovenent, or out-of-field teachers to

3459| schools with above the school district average of mnority and

3460 econom cally di sadvant aged students or schools that are graded

3461| "D' or "F." Each school district shall annually certify to the

3462 Comm ssioner of Education that this requirenment has been net. If

3463 the conmm ssioner determnes that a school district is not in

3464| conpliance with this subsection, the State Board of Education

3465| shall be notified and shall take action pursuant to s. 1008. 32

3466| in the next reqgularly schedul ed neeting to require conpliance.
3467 (3) SALARY | NCENTI VES. --District school boards are
3468| authorized to provide salary incentives to neet the requirenent

3469| of subsection (2). No district school board shall sign a

3470| collective bargai ni ng agreenent that precludes the school

3471| district fromproviding sufficient incentives to neet this

3472| requirenent.
3473 (4) COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG - -Notwi t hstandi ng provisions of

3474| chapter 447 relating to district school board collective

3475| bargaining, collective bargai ning provisions may not preclude a

3476| school district fromproviding incentives to high-quality

3477| teachers and assigning such teachers to | ow perform ng school s.
3478 Section 52. Subsection (2) of section 1012.27, Florida

3479| Statutes, is anended to read:

3480 1012.27 Public school personnel; powers and duties of
3481| district school superintendent.--The district schoo
3482| superintendent is responsible for directing the work of the

3483| personnel, subject to the requirenments of this chapter, and in
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addition the district school superintendent shall performthe
fol | ow ng:

(2) COVPENSATI ON AND SALARY SCHEDULES. - - Prepare and
recommend to the district school board for adoption a salary
schedul e or salary schedules. The district school superintendent
must recommend a sal ary schedule for instructional personne
whi ch bases a portion of each enpl oyee's conpensati on on
per f ormance denonstrated under s. 1012.34. In devel oping the
recommended sal ary schedule, the district school superintendent
shal | include input fromparents, teachers, and representatives
of the business community. Beginning with the 2005- 2006 2004~
2005 academ c year, the recommended sal ary schedul e for
cl assroom teachers shall be consistent with the district's
differenti ated-pay policy career—tadder based upon s. 1012.2312
1012. 231

Section 53. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
1012. 34, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1012. 34 Assessnent procedures and criteria.--

(3) The assessnent procedure for instructional personnel
and school adm nistrators nust be primarily based on the
per formance of students assigned to their classroonms or school s,
as appropriate. Pursuant to this section, a school district's
performance assessnent is not limted to basing unsatisfactory
performance of instructional personnel and school adm nistrators
upon student performance, but may include other criteria
approved to assess instructional personnel and school

adm ni strators' performance, or any conbi nation of student
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performance and ot her approved criteria. The procedures nust
comply with, but are not limted to, the follow ng requirenents:

(a) An assessnent nust be conducted for each enpl oyee at
| east once a year. The assessnent nust be based upon sound
educational principles and contenporary research in effective
educati onal practices. The assessnent nust primarily use data
and indicators of inprovenent in student performance assessed
annual ly as specified in s. 1008.22 and nmay consider results of
peer reviews in evaluating the enpl oyee's performance. Student
performance nmust be neasured by state assessnents required under
s. 1008.22 and by | ocal assessnents for subjects and grade
| evel s not neasured by the state assessnment program The
assessnent criteria nust include, but are not Iimted to,
indicators that relate to the foll ow ng

1. Performance of students.

2. Ability to maintain appropriate discipline.

3. Know edge of subject matter. The district school board
shal | make speci al provisions for evaluating teachers who are

assigned to teach out-of-field.
4. Ability to plan and deliver instruction—-heludi-ng

s—1003-415—when—apptiecable- and the use of technology in the

cl assroom
5. Ability to evaluate instructional needs.
6. Ability to establish and maintain a positive
col | aborative relationship with students' famlies to increase

student achi evenent.
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7. Oher professional conpetencies, responsibilities, and
requi rements as established by rules of the State Board of
Educati on and policies of the district school board.

Section 54. Section 1012.986, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1012.986 A+ Professional Devel opnent Program for School

Leaders. - -
(1) ESTABLI SHVENT.--There is established the A+
Pr of essi onal Devel opnent Program for School Leaders, a high-

quality, conpetency-based, custom zed, conprehensive, and

coordi nat ed st atewi de professional devel opnent programthat is

aligned with the | eadership standards for school | eaders adopted

by the State Board of Education. The program shall be

adm ni stered by the Departnent of Education and shall provide

| eadership training opportunities for school |eaders to enable

themto be nore effective instructional | eaders, especially in

the area of reading. The program shall provide school |eaders

with the opportunity to attain a school |eadership designation

pursuant to subsection (3).
(2) DEFINITION.--As used in this section, the term"school

| eader” neans a school principal or assistant principal hol ding

a valid Florida certificate in educational |eadershinp.
(3) DESI GNATI ONS. -- The Departnent of Education shal
devel op criteria for designating high-performng school |eaders

as A+ Energing School Leaders, A+ High-Perform ng School

Leaders, or A+ Sterling School Leaders. The criteria nust

enphasi ze student | earning gains, especially in high schools.
(4) PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS. - -
Page 128 of 133

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S

hch6007-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTAT I

3566
3567
3568
3569
3570
3571
3572
3573
3574
3575
3576
3577
3578
3579
3580
3581
3582
3583
3584
3585
3586
3587
3588
3589
3590
3591
3592
3593

HCB 6007 (for HBs 91, 1021, 1223, 1323, 1365, 1737, 1791, 1847)

(a) The program shall be based upon the | eadership

st andards adopted by the State Board of Education, the standards

of the National Staff Devel opnent Council, and the federal

requi renents for high-quality professional devel opnent under the

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

(b) The program shall provide a conpetency-based approach

that utilizes prediagnostic and postdi agnosti c eval uati ons that

shal |l be used to create an individualized professional

devel opnent pl an approved by the district school superintendent.

The plan shall be structured to support the school |eader's

attai nment of the | eadership standards adopted by the State

Board of Educati on.

(c) The programshall incorporate instructional |eadership

training and effective business practices for efficient school

operations in school |eadership training.
(5) DELI VERY SYSTEM - - The Departnent of Educati on shal

deliver the programthrough nultiple delivery systens,

i ncl udi ng:

(a) Approved school district training prograns.

(b) Interactive technol ogy-based instruction.

(c) State, regional, or local |eadership academ es.
(6) RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent the
provi sions of this section.
Section 55. Section 1012.987, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed.
Section 56. Section 1013.381, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
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1013. 381 I ndoor environnental quality.--

(1) Each district school board shall adopt and inpl enent

an i ndoor environnental quality policy which shall provide

procedures for periodic surveys of indoor environnental quality

i ssues. The policy may:

(a) Be devel oped and i nplenented in accordance with the

United States Environnental Protection Agency's Indoor Air

Quality Tools for Schools Programthrough which training and

materials shall be provided by the United States Environnental

Prot ecti on Agency at no cost to a school or school district.

(b) Require that the school district provide, nonitor, and

mai ntai n i ndoor environnental condition perfornmance in

accordance with Anerican Society of Heating, Refrigerating and
Ai r-Condi tioni ng Engi neers (ASHRAE) Standard 62.
(c) Require that educational facilities be certified

sem annual ly by a professional engi neer as neeti ng ASHRAE

Standard 62. Upon certification, the school district shall be

indemmified for the life of the certificate fromliability

related to i ndoor environnental quality. A school district shal

provide a copy of the engineer's certification to the

Conmmi ssi oner of Educati on.

(2) Each school participating in the Indoor Air Quality

Tools for Schools Programtraining nust display its certificate

of conpletion in a conspi cuous manner.

(3) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

i npl emrent the provisions of this section.
Section 57. Subsection (6) of section 1013.512, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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1013.512 Land Acquisition and Facilities Advisory Board.- -
(6) Upon certification by the advisory board that

corrective action has been taken, the Legi sl ative Budget

Commi ssion shall release all funds remaining in reserve. Upon

such rel ease, each Land Acquisition and Facilities Advisory
Board shall be di sbhanded.

Section 58. Charter School Task Force.--

(1) The Charter School Task Force is established to study
and nake reconmmendati ons regarding charter schools in the state.

V E S

(2) The task force shall, at a mninum

(a) Review current application and sponsorshi p procedures

used throughout the state for the approval of charter schools.

(b) Exam ne the sponsorship and organi zati onal structure

of charter schools in other states.

(c) Investigate alternative neans available in the state

to i npl enent changes in the sponsorship of charter school s.

(d) Review capital outlay funding for charter schools.

(e) Determine the necessity and npst effective nmethods for

the State Board of Education to sanction school districts and

charter schools for violation of charter school procedural

requi renents.

(f) Conduct neetings throughout the state to receive

public input and consider policy recomendati ons on i ssues

related to charter school s.

(g) Issue a final report and recommendati ons by Decenber
31, 2005, to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(3) The task force shall consist of:
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(a) Up to four nenbers of the House of Representatives

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(b) Up to four nenbers of the Senate appointed by the

Presi dent of the Senate.

(c) Five charter school stakehol ders appoi nted by the

Governor. The nenbers shall include a representative of a

charter school, a representative of a school district, a

representative of a statew de association, and a representative

with experience in charter school |aw and nay include the

Commi ssi oner of Education or his or her designee.

(4) The Governor shall appoint the chair of the task force

from anong the appoi nt ed nenbers.

(5) Task force nenbers shall serve wi thout conpensation

but are entitled to reinbursenent, pursuant to s. 112.061,

Florida Statutes, for per diemand travel expenses incurred in

the performance of their official duties.

(6) The Departnent of Education shall provide staff

support for the task force.

Section 59. |If any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the

invalid provision or application and, to this end, the

provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 60. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
| aw, except that ss. 1003.035, 1011.6855 and 1012. 2305, Florida
Statutes, as created by this act, shall take effect on the
effective date of an anendnent to s.1, Art. I X of the State
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3678| Constitution approved by the electors that requires district
3679| average maxi mum cl ass sizes and m ni nrum pay for teachers.
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