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By the Comrittee on Health and Human Services Appropriations;
and Senator Peaden

603-2225- 05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the area health education

3 center network; amending s. 381.0402, F.S.

4 requiring the Departnment of Health to cooperate
5 with specified nedical schools in maintaining

6 and eval uating the network; expanding the

7 pur poses of the network; requiring the

8 department to contract with the nmedical schools
9 to provide funds to the network; providing that
10 the persons to be served by the network are

11 "medi cal |y underserved popul ati ons" rather than
12 "l owi ncone people"; requiring that the center
13 assist in linking the provision of primary care
14 services to nedically underserved popul ations
15 with the education of students in the health

16 care professions and of health care providers
17 serving nedically underserved popul ations, as
18 wel | as that of nedical students, interns, and
19 residents; anmending s. 381.0405, F.S.;
20 providing that the Ofice of Rural Health is
21 responsi bl e for state coordination of federa
22 rural hospital and rural health care grant
23 prograns; del eting obsol ete provisions;
24 creating s. 381.0409, F.S.; authorizing the
25 Department of Health to coordinate with the
26 Federal Government in carrying out certain
27 activities relating to the recruitment and
28 pl acement of health practitioners in nmedically
29 under served areas; providing an effective date
30
31| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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1 Section 1. Section 381.0402, Florida Statutes, is

2| amended to read:

3 381.0402 Area health education center network.--The

4| departnment, in cooperation wth thestate—approved nedica

5| schools |ocated in this state which formthe area health

6| education center network in—this—state, shall maintain and

7| eval uate erganize an area health education center network

8| focused based—en—earter—redicalbyr—indigent—derpastration

9| prejeets—andshatt—evaluatetheirpact—of—each—network on

10| inproving access to health services by persons who are

11| medically underserved. The network shall serve as be a

12| catalyst for the primary care training of health professionals
13| by increasing threugh—inereased opportunities for training in
14| medically underserved areas, increasing access to primary care
15| services, providing health workforce recruitnent, enhancing
16| the quality of health care, and addressing current and

17| enerqging public health issues.

18 (1) The departnment shall contract with the nedica

19| schools to assist in funding the an area health education

20| center network, which |inks the provision of primary care

21| services to nedically underserved popul ati ons rewireone

22| persens with the education of .

23 (a) Medical students, interns, and residents. The

24| network shall

25 2—Be—~ecoordinated—wthandunder—econtract—wi-ththe
26 | state—approved—redical—schools—which—shal—be respensiblefor
27| the—eHnieal—tralningandsupervision—

28 l.{by Divide the state into service areas within the
29| network for with—each-state—approvedredical—school

30| coordinating the recruitnent reerwiting, training, and

31| retention of medical students within its assigned area.
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)  diseinh . .
Ied. ea supe V. s. e I-
2. {6 Use eurrent community resources, such as county

heal th departnents, federally funded conmunity or m grant

heal th prHrary—eare centers, and e+ other primary health care
provi ders, as eemrunity—based sites for training nedica

students, interns, and residents.

3. Use a multidisciplinary approach with appropriate

nedi cal supervi sion.

(b) Students in the health care professions. The

net work shall:

1. Facilitate the recruitnent, training, and retention

of students in the health care professions within service

areas.

2. Use community resources, such as county health

departnents, federally funded community or mgrant health

centers, and other primary health care providers, as sites for

training students in the health care professions.

3. Use a multidisciplinary approach with appropriate

supervision.

(c) Health care providers serving nedically

under served popul ations. The network shall

1. Assist providers in nedically underserved areas and

other safety net providers in remaining current in their

fields through a variety of conmmunity resource initiatives.

2. Strengthen the health care safety net in this state

by enhancing services and increasing access to care in

nedi cal |y underserved areas.

3. Provide other services, such as library and

information resources, continuing professional education
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1| technical assistance, and other support services, for

2| providers who serve in nmedically underserved areas.

3 (2) The department shall establish criteria and

4| procedures for quality assurance, performance eval uations,

5| periodic audits, and other appropriate safeguards for the

6| network.

7 (3) The department shall nake every effort to assure
8| that the network does partieipatingredical—sehools—de not

9| discrinm nate anmong enrollees with respect to age, race, sex,
10| or health status. However, the network sueh—seheels may target
11| high-risk nmedically needy popul ati on groups.

12 (4) The department may use no nmore than 5 percent of
13| the annual appropriation for adm nistering and eval uating the
14| networKk.

15 Section 2. Paragraph (f) of subsection (4) of section
16| 381.0405, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 381.0405 Ofice of Rural Health.--

18 (4) COORDI NATION. --The office shall

19 (f) Assune responsibility for state coordination of
20| theRural—Hespital—TFransition—Grant—Program—the Essential-
21| Aeeess—Community—Hespital—Pregram—and—eother federal rural
22| hospital and rural health care grant prograns.

23 Section 3. Section 381.0409, Florida Statutes, is

24| created to read:

25 381.0409 Coordination with federal health professiona
26| recruitnment and pl acenent prograns.--The departnent may

27| coordinate with the Federal Governnent to designate health

28| professional shortage areas and medically underserved areas,
29| to recommend foreign physicians for visa waivers, to docunent
30| health professionals working in the public interest, and to
31
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1| place health care professionals in nedically underserved areas
2| using federally funded recruitnent incentive prograns.
3 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
4
5 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
6 Senate Bill 702
7
8
- Requires the departnent to cooperate with medical schools
9 in the area Health Education (AHEC) Network and to
10 mai ntai n and eval uate the AHEC Net wor k.
11 - Deletes references to specific federal grant prograns.
- Revises the duties of the Ofice of Rural Health to
12 aut horize the office to coordinate with the federal
governnent to designate health professional shortage
13 areas, reconmend foreign physicians for visa waivers,
docunent health care professionals working in the public
14 interest, and to place professionals using the federally
15 funded recruitnent incentive prograns.
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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