Fl ori da Senate - 2005 ( PROPCSED COWM TTEE BI LL) SPB 7052
FOR CONSI DERATI ON By the Conmittee on Transportation

596- 1055- 05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Departnent of
3 Transportation; amending s. 20.23, F.S.
4 requiring that, to the extent feasible, the
5 boundari es of the departnment's districts
6 conformto the strategic planning regions
7 established in the state's strategic plan for
8 econoni ¢ devel opnent; requiring periodic review
9 and adjustnment of the district boundaries;
10 del eti ng provisions specifying the |ocation of
11 district headquarters and duties of the
12 district director for the Fort Myers Urban
13 O fice; providing an effective date.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 20.23, Florida
18| Statutes, is anended to read:
19 20.23 Departnment of Transportation.--There is created
20| a Departnment of Transportation which shall be a decentralized
21| agency.
22 (4)(a) The operations of the departnent shall be
23| organi zed into seven districts, each headed by a district
24| secretary and a turnpi ke enterprise, headed by an executive
25| director. The district secretaries and the turnpi ke executive
26| director shall be registered professional engineers in
27| accordance with the provisions of chapter 471 or, in |lieu of
28| professional engineer registration, a district secretary or
29| turnpi ke executive director may hold an advanced degree in an
30| appropriate related discipline, such as a Master of Business
31| Administration. To the maxinum extent feasible and by June 30,
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2006, the district boundaries shall be consistent with the

strateqgic planning regions established in the state's

strategic plan for econom c devel opnent devel oped under_s.

288.905. The district boundaries shall be revi ewed, and

adj usted as necessary, every 10 vears, taking into

consi deration the econom c diversity of the state and its

regions and the associated industrial clusters and

transportati on needs of each respective region. Fhe

Counties— The headquarters of the turnpi ke enterprise shall be

| ocated in Orange County. In order to provide for efficient
operations and to expedite the decisionmaki ng process, the
departnment shall provide for mexinmum decentralization to the
districts.

(b) Each district secretary may appoint up to three

district directors er—untit—3uby—31—2005—~ecachdistriet
seeretary—ray—appotnt—up—tofour—distriet—direeters. These

positions are exenpt frompart Il of chapter 110.

(c) Wthin each district, offices shall be established
for managi ng nmej or functional responsibilities of the
departnment. The heads of these offices shall be exenpt from

part Il of chapter 110.
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(d)€ey1l. The responsibility for the turnpi ke system
shall be del egated by the secretary to the executive director
of the turnpi ke enterprise, who shall serve at the pleasure of
the secretary. The executive director shall report directly to
the secretary, and the turnpi ke enterprise shall operate
pursuant to ss. 338.22-338. 241.

2. To facilitate the nost efficient and effective
managenment of the turnpike enterprise, including the use of
best busi ness practices enployed by the private sector, the
turnpi ke enterprise, except as provided in s. 287.055, shal
be exenmpt from departnental policies, procedures, and
standards, subject to the secretary having the authority to
apply any such policies, procedures, and standards to the
turnpi ke enterprise fromtinme to tine as deened appropri ate.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requires that the district boundaries of the Departnent
of Transportation conformto the strategic plannin?
regions established in the state's strategic plan for
econom ¢ devel opnent. Requires that the boundaries be
revi ewed and adj usted every 10 years. Del etes obsolete
provi si ons.
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