F L OR 1 DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 727 2005
CS
CHAMBER ACTI ON

1| The Water & Natural Resources Comm ttee recommends the

2| followng:

3

4 Council /Committee Substitute

5 Renove the entire bill and insert:

6 A bill to be entitled

7 An act relating to water managenent district planning and
8 reporting; anmending s. 373.036, F.S.; authorizing

9 subm ssion of an annual strategic plan in |ieu of other
10 district water managenent plan information and providing
11 requi renents therefor; requiring water managenent
12 districts to submt a consolidated annual report and
13 provi ding requirenments therefor; correcting a cross
14 reference; anending ss. 11.80, 163.3177, 193. 625,
15 373.0397, 373.042, 373.145, 373.1961, 373.199, 373.207,
16 373.414, 373.4592, 373.45926, 373.4595, 373.470, and
17 373.536, F.S.; revising certain reporting requirenments and
18 cross references to conform directing the Departnent of
19 Environnental Protection to recommend to the Governor and
20 Legi sl ature additional changes to or consolidation of
21 pl anni ng and reporting requirenments of ch. 373, F.S.,
22 relating to water resources; repealing s. 373.0395, F. S.,
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23 relating to groundwater basin resource availability
24 inventories; providing an effective date.

25
26| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 11.80, Florida

29| Statutes, is anended to read:

30 11.80 Joint Legislative Commttee on Evergl ades
31| Oversight.--
32 (4) Annually, no later than March January 1, as part of

33| the consolidated annual report required by s. 373.036(7), the

34| South Florida Water Managenent District shall report to the
35| Joint Legislative Conmttee on Evergl ades Oversight on the

36| status of the inplenentation of the Evergl ades Forever Act. Such

37| report shall include, but is not limted to:

38 (a) Progress on the Everglades Construction Project.
39 (b) Changes to the Evergl ades Construction Project.
40 (c) Actual revenues, conpared to projected revenues.
41 (d) Projected acquisition costs, construction costs,

42| operation and mai ntenance costs, and projected revenues, over

43| the succeeding 5 years.

44 Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (6) of section
45| 163.3177, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
46 163. 3177 Required and optional el enents of conprehensive

47| plan; studies and surveys.--
48 (6) In addition to the requirenents of subsections (1)-

49| (5), the conprehensive plan shall include the foll ow ng

50| elenents:
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51 (c) A general sanitary sewer, solid waste, drainage,

52| potable water, and natural groundwater aquifer recharge el enent
53| correlated to principles and guidelines for future | and use,

54| indicating ways to provide for future potable water, drainage,
55| sanitary sewer, solid waste, and aquifer recharge protection

56| requirements for the area. The el enment may be a detail ed

57| engineering plan including a topographic map depicting areas of
58| prine groundwater recharge. The el enent shall describe the

59| problenms and needs and the general facilities that will be

60| required for solution of the problens and needs. The el enent

61| shall also include a topographic map depicting any areas adopted
62| by a regional water managenent district as prine groundwater

63| recharge areas for the Floridan or Biscayne aquif er s;—pursuant
64| to—s—373-0395. These areas shall be given special consideration
65| when the | ocal governnent is engaged in zoning or considering
66| future |and use for said designated areas. For areas served by
67| septic tanks, soil surveys shall be provided which indicate the
68| suitability of soils for septic tanks. By Decenber 1, 2006, the
69| elenent must consider the appropriate water nmanagenent

70| district's regional water supply plan approved pursuant to s.
71| 373.0361. The el enent nust include a work plan, covering at

72| least a 10-year planning period, for building water supply

73| facilities that are identified in the el enent as necessary to
74| serve existing and new devel opnment and for which the I ocal

75| governnment is responsible. The work plan shall be updated, at a
76| mnimum every 5 years within 12 nonths after the governing

77| board of a water managenent district approves an updated

78| regional water supply plan. Arendments to incorporate the work
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79| plan do not count toward the Iimtation on the frequency of

80| adoption of anendnents to the conprehensive plan.

81 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
82| 193.625, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
83 193. 625 High-water recharge | ands; classification and

84| assessnent.--

85 (3)

86 (b) Subject to the restrictions set out in this section,
87| only lands that are used primarily for bona fide high-water

88| recharge purposes may be cl assified as hi gh-water recharge. The
89| term"bona fide high-water recharge purposes” nmeans good faith
90( high-water recharge use of the land. In determ ning whether the
91| use of the land for high-water recharge purposes is bona fide,
92| the follow ng factors apply:

93 1. The land use nust have been conti nuous.

94 2. The |l and use nust be vacant residential, vacant

95| commercial, vacant industrial, vacant institutional,

96| nonagricultural, or single-famly residential. The mai ntenance
97| of one single-famly residential dwelling on part of the |and
98| does not in itself preclude a high-water recharge

99| classification.

100 3. The land nust be |ocated within a prinme groundwater
101| recharge area establishedin-accordancewth-—s—373-0395 or in
102| an area considered by the appropriate water managenent district
103| to supply significant groundwater recharge. Significant

104| groundwater recharge shall be assessed by the appropriate water

105 managenent district on the basis of hydrol ogic characteristics

106| of the soils and underlying geol ogic formations.
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107 4. The | and nmust not be receiving any other special

108| classification.

109 5. There nust not be in the vicinity of the | and any

110| activity that has the potential to contam nate the ground water,

111| including, but not limted to, the presence of:

112 a. Toxic or hazardous substances;

113 b. Free-flowing saline artesian wells;

114 c. Drainage wells;

115 d. Underground storage tanks; or

116 e. Any potential pollution source existing on a property

117| that drains to the property seeking the high-water recharge
118| classification.

119 6. The owner of the property has entered into a contract
120 with the county as provided in subsection (5).

121 7. The parcel of land nust be at |east 10 acres.

122
123| Notw thstanding the provisions of this paragraph, the property
124| apprai ser shall use the best available information on the high-
125 water recharge characteristics of |ands when nmaking a final

126| determnation to grant or deny an application for high-water

127| recharge assessnment for the | ands.

128 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

129| 373.036, Florida Statutes, is anmended, paragraph (e) is added to
130| said subsection, and subsection (7) is added to said section, to
131| read:

132 373.036 Florida water plan; district water managenent
133| plans.--
134 (2) DI STRICT WATER MANAGEMENT PLANS. - -
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135 (b) The district water managenent plan shall include, but
136 not be limted to:

137 1. The scientific methodol ogies for establishing m ninmm
138| flows and |l evels under s. 373.042, and all establi shed m ni num
139| flows and | evels.

140 2. ldentification of one or nore water supply planning

141| regions that singly or together enconpass the entire district.

142 3. Technical data and information prepared under s. ss—
143| 373.0391 and—3+3-0395.
144 4. A districtwi de water supply assessnent, to be conpleted

145| no later than July 1, 1998, which determ nes for each water

146| supply planning region:

147 a. Existing |l egal uses, reasonably anticipated future

148| needs, and existing and reasonably antici pated sources of water
149| and conservation efforts; and

150 b. Whether existing and reasonably antici pated sources of
151| water and conservation efforts are adequate to supply water for
152| all existing | egal uses and reasonably anticipated future needs
153| and to sustain the water resources and rel ated natural systens.
154 5. Any conpleted regi onal water supply plans.

155 (e) At its option, a governing board may substitute an

156 annual strategic plan for the requirenent to develop a district

157 water managenent plan and the district water managenent plan

158| annual report required by subparagraph (7)(b)1., provided that

159| the strategic plan neets the follow ng nminimumrequirenents:

160 1. The strategic plan establishes the water nanagenent

161| district's strategic priorities for at least a future 5-year

162| period.
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163 2. The strategic plan identifies the goals, strategies,

164| success indicators, funding sources, deliverables, and

165 mlestones to acconplish the strategic priorities.

166 3. The strategic plan devel opnent process includes at

167| |least one publicly noticed neeting to allow public participation

168 in its devel opnent.

169 4. The strategic plan includes separately, as an addendum

170 an annual work plan report on the inplenentation of the

171| strategic plan for the previous fiscal year, addressing success

172| indicators, deliverables, and m | estones.

173 (7) CONSOLI DATED WATER MANAGEMENT DI STRI CT ANNUAL
174 REPORT. --
175 (a) By March 1, 2006, and annually thereafter, each water

176| managenent district shall prepare and submt to the departnent,

177| the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

178| the House of Representatives a consolidated water managenent

179| district annual report on the nanagenent of water resources. In

180| addition, copies nust be provided by the water nanagenent

181| districts to the chairs of all legislative commttees having

182| substantive or fiscal jurisdiction over the districts and the

183| governi ng board of each county in the district having

184| jurisdiction or deriving any funds for operations of the

185| district. Copies of the consolidated annual report nust be nade

186| available to the public, either in printed or el ectronic fornmat.

187 (b) The consolidated annual report shall contain the

188| following elenents, as appropriate to that water nmanagenent
189| district:
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190 1. A district water nanagenent plan annual report or the

191 annual work plan report all owed in subparagraph (2)(e)A4.

192 2. The departnent-approved mninumflows and | evel s annual
193| priority list and schedule required by s. 373.042(2).

194 3. The annual 5-year capital inprovenents plan required by
195| s. 373.536(6)(a)s3.

196 4. The alternative water supplies annual report required
197| by s. 373.1961(2) (k).

198 5. The final annual 5-year water resource devel opnent work
199 programrequired by s. 373.536(6)(a)4.

200 6. The Florida Forever Water Managenent District Wrk Pl an
201| annual report required by s. 373.199(7).

202 7. The mtigation donation annual report required by s.
203| 373.414(1) (b) 2.

204 (c) Each of the elenents |isted in paragraph (b) is to be

205| addressed in a separate chapter or section within the

206| consolidated annual report, although information comobn to nore

207| than one of these elenents may be consolidated as deened

208| appropriate by the individual water managenent district.

209 (d) Each water nanagenent district may include in the

210| consolidated annual report such additional information on the

211| status or managenent of water resources within the district as

212 it deens appropriate.

213 (e) In addition to the elenents specified in paragraph
214| (b), the South Florida Water Managenent District shall include
215| in the consolidated annual report the foll owi ng el enents:
216 1. The Lake Ckeechobee Protection Program annual progress
217| report required by s. 373.4595(3)(Q9).
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218 2. The Evergl ades annual progress reports specified in s.
219| 373.4592(4)(d)5., (13), and (14).
220 3. The Evergl ades restorati on annual report required by
221| s. 373.470(7).
222 4. The Evergl ades Forever Act annual inmplenentation report
223| required by s. 11.80(4).
224 5. The Evergl ades Trust Fund annual expenditure report
225| required by s. 373.45926(3).
226 Section 5. Section 373.0397, Florida Statutes, is anended
227| to read:
228 373.0397 Floridan and Bi scayne aqui fers; designation of

229| prinme groundwater recharge areas.--Upon preparation of an

230| inventory of prinme groundwater recharge areas for the Floridan
231| or Biscayne aquifers as—a—part—ofthe reqguirenents—of——s—

232| 343-0395{(3), but prior to adoption by the governing board, the
233| water managenent district shall publish a |egal notice of public
234| hearing on the designated areas for the Floridan and Bi scayne
235| aquifers, with a map delineating the boundaries of the areas, in
236| newspapers defined in chapter 50 as havi ng general circulation
237 within the area to be affected. The notice shall be at |east

238| one-fourth page and shall read as foll ows:

239

240 NOTI CE OF PRI ME RECHARGE

241 AREA DESI GNATI ON

242

243 The (nanme of taxing authority) proposes to designate

244| specific land areas as areas of prinme recharge to the (nane of

245| aquifer) Aqui f er
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246 Al'l concerned citizens are invited to attend a public
247| hearing on the proposed designation to be held on (date and
248| time) at (meeting pl ace)

249 A map of the affected areas foll ows.

250
251| The governing board of the water nanagenent district shall adopt
252| a designation of prime groundwater recharge areas to the

253| Floridan and Bi scayne aquifers by rule within 120 days after the
254| public hearing, subject to the provisions of chapter 120.

255 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 373.042, Florida
256| Statutes, is anended to read:

257 373.042 Mninmum flows and | evels.--

258 (2) By Novenber 15, 1997, and annually thereafter, each

259 water nmanagenent district shall submt to the departnent for
260| review and approval a priority list and schedule for the

261| establishment of mninmumflows and | evels for surface

262| watercourses, aquifers, and surface waters within the district.
263| The priority list shall also identify those water bodies for
264| which the district will voluntarily undertake i ndependent

265| scientific peer review. By March 1, 2006 Jandary—1—1998, and
266| annually thereafter, each water managenent district shal

267| include publsh its approved priority list and schedule in the
268| consolidated annual report required by s. 373.036(7) Florida
269| AdmhistrativeWeekly. The priority list shall be based upon the

270| inportance of the waters to the state or region and the

271| existence of or potential for significant harmto the water

272| resources or ecology of the state or region, and shall include

273| those waters which are experiencing or may reasonably be
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274| expected to experience adverse inpacts. By—Janrdary—1,—2003- Each
275| water managenent district's priority list and schedul e shal

276| include all first magnitude springs, and all second magnitude
277| springs wiwthin state or federally owned | ands purchased for

278| conservation purposes. The specific schedule for establishnment
279| of spring mninumflows and | evels shall be conmensurate with
280| the existing or potential threat to spring flow from consunptive
281| uses. Springs within the Suwannee Ri ver Water Managenent

282| District, or second magnitude springs in other areas of the

283| state, need not be included on the priority list if the water
284| managenent district submits a report to the Departnent of

285| Environnental Protection denonstrating that adverse inpacts are
286| not now occurring nor are reasonably expected to occur from

287| consunptive uses during the next 20 years. The priority |list and
288| schedul e shall not be subject to any proceedi ng pursuant to

289| chapter 120. Except as provided in subsection (3), the

290| devel opnent of a priority list and conpliance with the schedul e
291| for the establishnment of mninmumflows and | evels pursuant to
292| this subsection shall satisfy the requirenents of subsection

293| (1).

294 Section 7. Section 373.145, Florida Statutes, is anended
295| to read:

296 373.145 Information programregardi ng hydrol ogi c

297| conditioning and consunption of major surface and groundwater
298| sources.--In order to aid in the devel opnent of a better

299| understanding of the unique surface and groundwat er resources of

300( this state, the water managenent districts shall devel op an

301| information program designed to provide information concerning
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302| existing hydrol ogic conditions of major surface and groundwat er
303| sources in this state and suggestions for good conservation
304| practices within those areas. The program shall be devel oped by

305 Decenber 31, 2002. The water managenent districts shall utilize

306 the nost efficient neans to regularly distribute this

307| information to nenbers of the Legislature, the nedia, and the
308
309
310| pursdant—to-this section-shall be distributed toevery nenber—of
311 . . .

312

313

314 his inf .  thin bliched hi '

315 Section 8. Paragraph (k) of subsection (2) of section
316| 373.1961, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

317 373.1961 Water production. --

318 (2) The Legislature finds that, due to a conbi nation of

319| factors, vastly increased demands have been placed on natural
320| supplies of fresh water, and that, absent increased devel opnent
321| of alternative water supplies, such demands nmay increase in the
322| future. The Legislature also finds that potential exists in the
323| state for the production of significant quantities of

324| alternative water supplies, including reclainmed water, and that
325| water production includes the devel opnent of alternative water
326| supplies, including reclainmed water, for appropriate uses. It is
327| the intent of the Legislature that utilities devel op reclai ned

328 water systens, where reclainmed water is the nost appropriate

329| alternative water supply option, to deliver reclainmd water to
Page 12 of 28

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb0727-01-c1



F L OR 1 DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 727 2005
CS

330 as many users as possible through the nost cost-effective neans,
331| and to construct reclained water systeminfrastructure to their
332 owned or operated properties and facilities where they have

333| reclamation capability. It is also the intent of the Legislature
334| that the water managenent districts which |levy ad val orem t axes
335 for water managenent purposes should share a percentage of those
336| tax revenues with water providers and users, including |ocal

337| governnents, water, wastewater, and reuse utilities, nunicipal,
338| industrial, and agricultural water users, and other public and
339| private water users, to be used to suppl enent other funding

340| sources in the devel opment of alternative water supplies. The
341| Legislature finds that public noneys or services provided to
342| private entities for such uses constitute public purposes which
343| are in the public interest. In order to further the devel opnent
344| and use of alternative water supply systens, including reclained
345| water systens, the Legislature provides the follow ng:

346 (k) By March 1 Jandary—30 of each year, as part of the
347| consolidated annual report required by s. 373.036(7), each water

348| managenent district shall submt a report on ar—ahndal—+report—to
349| the Governor—the President of the Senate,—and the Speaker—of
350 theHouse—ofRepresentatives—whi-ch—accounts—for the disbursal of

351| all budgeted anpbunts pursuant to this subsection. Such report

352| shall describe all projects funded and shall account separately
353| for noneys provided through grants, nmatching grants, revol ving
354| loans, and the use of district lands or facilities.

355 Section 9. Subsection (7) of section 373.199, Florida

356| Statutes, is anended to read:
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357 373.199 Florida Forever Water Managenment District Wrk
358 Pl an.--
359 (7) By June 1, 2001, each district shall file with the

360| President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

361| Representatives, and the Secretary of Environnmental Protection
362 the initial 5-year work plan as required under subsection (2).
363| By March January 1 of each year thereafter, as part of the
364| consolidated annual report required by s. 373.036(7), each
365| district shall fHtlewththe President—ofthe-Senate—the

366| Speaker—of the House of Representatives—and -the Secretary of
367| EnvironnentalProtection—a report on ef acquisitions conpleted

368| during the year together with nodifications or additions to its

369 b5-year work plan. Included in the report shall be:

370 (a) A description of |Iand nanagenent activity for each
371| property or project area owned by the water managenent district.
372 (b) A list of any | ands surplused and the anmount of

373| conpensation received.

374 (c) The progress of funding, staffing, and resource

375| managenent of every project funded pursuant to s. 259.101, s.
376| 259.105, or s. 373.59 for which the district is responsible.

377
378| The secretary shall submt the report referenced in this

379| subsection to the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent
380| Trust Fund together with the Acquisition and Restoration

381 Council's project list as required under s. 259.105.

382 Section 10. Section 373.207, Florida Statutes, is anended
383| to read:
384 373.207 Abandoned artesian wells. --
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385 - Each water nanagenent district shall develop a work
386| plan which identifies the |location of all known abandoned
387| artesian wells within its jurisdictional boundaries and defi nes

388| the actions which the district nust take in order to ensure that

389 each such well is plugged on or before January 1, 1992. The work
390 plan shall include the foll ow ng:

391 (1) Aninitial inventory which accounts for all known
392| abandoned artesian wells in the district.

393 (2)Bb) The | ocation and owner of each known abandoned

394 well.

395 (3)e)> The nethodol ogy proposed by the district to

396| acconplish the plugging of all known abandoned wells within the
397| district on or before January 1, 1992.

398 (4)) Data relating to costs to be incurred for the

399 plugging of all wells, including the per-well cost and personnel
400| costs.

401 (5)¢e) A schedule of priority for the plugging of wells,
402| which schedule is established to nmitigate danage to the

403| groundwater resource due to water quality degradation

404 2y —Eachwater managenent—di-strict—shall—submt an-annual
405| update of its work planto the Secretary of Environmental

406 : I F I | Ll e id fied
407| by-the plan-are plugged—

408 Section 11. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
409( 373.414, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
410 373.414 Additional criteria for activities in surface

411| waters and wetl ands. --
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412 (1) As part of an applicant's denonstration that an

413| activity regulated under this part will not be harnful to the
414| water resources or will not be inconsistent with the overal

415| objectives of the district, the governing board or the

416| departnent shall require the applicant to provide reasonabl e
417| assurance that state water quality standards applicable to

418| waters as defined in s. 403.031(13) will not be violated and
419| reasonabl e assurance that such activity in, on, or over surface
420| waters or wetlands, as delineated in s. 373.421(1), is not

421| contrary to the public interest. However, if such an activity
422| significantly degrades or is within an Qutstandi ng Florida

423| Water, as provided by departnent rule, the applicant nust

4241 provide reasonabl e assurance that the proposed activity will be
425| <clearly in the public interest.

426 (b) If the applicant is unable to otherw se neet the

427| criteria set forth in this subsection, the governing board or
428| the departnent, in deciding to grant or deny a permt, shal

429| consider neasures proposed by or acceptable to the applicant to
430 mtigate adverse effects that may be caused by the regul at ed
431| activity. Such measures may include, but are not limted to,
432| onsite mtigation, offsite mtigation, offsite regional

433| mtigation, and the purchase of mtigation credits from

434| mtigation banks permtted under s. 373.4136. It shall be the
435| responsibility of the applicant to choose the form of

436 mtigation. The mtigation nust offset the adverse effects

437| caused by the regul ated activity.

438 1. The departnent or water managenent districts may accept

439| the donation of noney as mtigation only where the donation is
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440| specified for use in a duly noticed environnental creation,

441| preservation, enhancenent, or restoration project, endorsed by
442| the departnent or the governing board of the water managenent
443| district, which offsets the inpacts of the activity permtted
444| under this part. However, the provisions of this subsection

445| shall not apply to projects undertaken pursuant to s. 373.4137
446| or chapter 378. Where a permt is required under this part to
447| inplenment any project endorsed by the departnent or a water

448| managenent district, all necessary permts nust have been issued
449| prior to the acceptance of any cash donation. After the

450| effective date of this act, when noney is donated to either the
451| departnent or a water managenent district to offset inpacts

452| authorized by a permt under this part, the departnent or the
453| water managenent district shall accept only a donation that

4541 represents the full cost to the departnent or water managenent
455| district of undertaking the project that is intended to mtigate
456| the adverse inpacts. The full cost shall include all direct and
457| indirect costs, as applicable, such as those for Iand

458| acquisition, land restoration or enhancenent, perpetual |and
459 managenent, and general overhead consisting of costs such as

460| staff tine, building, and vehicles. The departnment or the water
461| managenent district may use a nmultiplier or percentage to add to
462| other direct or indirect costs to estimte general overhead.

463| Mtigation credit for such a donation shall be given only to the
464| extent that the donation covers the full cost to the agency of
465| wundertaking the project that is intended to mtigate the adverse

466| inpacts. However, nothing herein shall be construed to prevent

467| the department or a water nanagenent district from accepting a
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468| donation representing a portion of a |larger project, provided
469| that the donation covers the full cost of that portion and

470 mtigation credit is given only for that portion. The depart nent
471| or water managenent district may deviate fromthe full cost

472 requirenments of this subparagraph to resolve a proceeding

473| brought pursuant to chapter 70 or a claimfor inverse

474| condemation. Nothing in this section shall be construed to

475| require the owner of a private mtigation bank, permtted under
476| s. 373.4136, to include the full cost of a mtigation credit in
477| the price of the credit to a purchaser of said credit.

478 2. The departnent and each water managenent district shal
479| report by March 1 tethe Executive Oifice of the Governor—by
480 Januvary—3+ of each year, as part of the consolidated annual

481| report required by s. 373.036(7), all cash donations accepted

482| wunder subparagraph 1. during the precedi ng water managenent

483| district fiscal ecalendar year for wetland mtigation purposes.

484| The report shall exclude those contributions pursuant to s.

485| 373.4137. The report shall include a description of the endorsed
486| mtigation projects and, except for projects governed by s.

487| 373.4135(6), shall address, as applicable, success criteria,

488| project inplenentation status and tineframe, nonitoring, |ong-
489| term managenent, provisions for preservation, and full cost

490| accounti ng.

491 3. If the applicant is unable to neet water quality

492| standards because existing anbient water quality does not neet
493| standards, the governing board or the department shall consider

494| mtigation neasures proposed by or acceptable to the applicant
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495| that cause net inprovenent of the water quality in the receiving
496| body of water for those paraneters which do not neet standards.
497 4. If mtigation requirenents inposed by a |oca

498| governnent for surface water and wetl and inpacts of an activity
499| regqgul ated under this part cannot be reconciled with mtigation
500 requirenents approved under a permt for the sane activity

501| issued under this part, including application of the uniform
502 wetland mtigation assessnment method adopted pursuant to

503| subsection (18), the mtigation requirenents for surface water
504 and wetland inpacts shall be controlled by the permt issued
505 wunder this part.

506 Section 12. Paragraph (d) of subsection (4) and

507| subsections (13) and (14) of section 373.4592, Florida Statutes,
508| are anended to read:

509 373.4592 Evergl ades i nprovenent and managenent. - -
510 (4) EVERGLADES PROGRAM - -

511 (d) Evergl ades research and nonitoring program --
512 1. The departnment and the district shall review and

513| evaluate avail able water quality data for the Evergl ades

514| Protection Area and tributary waters and identify any additional
515| information necessary to adequately describe water quality in
516| the Evergl ades Protection Area and tributary waters. The

517| departnment and the district shall also initiate a research and
518| nonitoring programto generate such additional informtion

519| identified and to evaluate the effectiveness of the BWMPs and
520 STAs, as they are inplenented, in inproving water quality and
521| maintaining designated and existing beneficial uses of the

522| Everglades Protection Area and tributary waters. As part of the
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523| program the district shall nonitor all discharges into the

524| Evergl ades Protection Area for purposes of determ ning

525| conpliance with state water quality standards.

526 2. The research and nonitoring programshall evaluate the
527| ecol ogi cal and hydrol ogi cal needs of the Evergl ades Protection
528| Area, including the mininumflows and | evels. Consistent with
529 such needs, the programshall also evaluate water quality

530 standards for the Evergl ades Protection Area and for the canals
531| of the EAA, so that these canals can be classified in the manner
532| set forth in paragraph (e) and protected as an integral part of
533| the water managenent system which includes the STAs of the

534| Evergl ades Construction Project and all ows | andowners in the EAA
535| to achieve applicable water quality standards conpliance by BMPs
536 and STA treatnent to the extent this treatnent is available and
537| effective.

538 3. The research and nonitoring program shall include

539| research seeking to optimze the design and operation of the
540 STAs, including research to reduce outflow concentrations, and
541| to identify other treatnent and nmanagenent net hods and

542| regulatory prograns that are superior to STAs in achieving the
543| intent and purposes of this section.

544 4. The research and nonitoring programshall be conducted
545 to allow the departnment to propose a phosphorus criterion in the
546| Evergl ades Protection Area, and to evaluate existing state water
547| quality standards applicable to the Evergl ades Protection Area
548| and existing state water quality standards and classifications

549| applicable to the EAA canals. In devel oping the phosphorus

550 criterion, the departnent shall also consider the mninmmflows
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551| and levels for the Everglades Protection Area and the district's
552 water supply plans for the Lower East Coast.
553 5. Beginning March 1, 2006, as part of the consoli dated

554| annual report required by s. 373.036(7) Januvary—31—2000, the
555 district and the departnment shall annually issue a peer-reviewed

556| report regarding the research and nonitoring programthat

557| summarizes all data and findi ngs. Fhedepartrwent—shall provide
558| copies—of -the reportto-the Governor—the Presidentof the

559| Senate,—and -the Speaker—of the House of Representatives— The
560 report shall identify water quality paraneters, in addition to
561| phosphorus, which exceed state water quality standards or are
562| causing or contributing to adverse inpacts in the Evergl ades
563| Protection Area.

564 6. The district shall continue research seeking to

565 optimze the design and operation of STAs and to identify other
566| treatnent and nanagenment nethods that are superior to STAs in
567| achieving optinumwater quality and water quantity for the

568| benefit of the Everglades. The district shall optimze the

569| design and operation of the STAs described in the Evergl ades
570| Construction Project prior to expanding their size. Additional
571| methods to achi eve conpliance with water quality standards shal
572 not be |limted to nore intensive managenent of the STAs.

573 (13) ANNUAL REPORTS.--Beginning March 1, 2006, as part of
574| the consolidated annual report required by s. 373.036(7) Jandary

575| 43992, the district shall report on submt—tethedepartrent-
576| the Governor—the Speaker—of the House of Representatives—the
577| Munority leader of the House of Representatives.—the President

578| ofthe -Senate,—and-the Mnority Leaderof the Senate-annual
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579| progress—+eports—regarding i nplenentation of the section. The
580| annual report will include a summary of the water conditions in
581| the Everglades Protection Area, the status of the inpacted

582| areas, the status of the construction of the STAs, the

583| inplenentation of the BMPs, and actions taken to nonitor and
584| control exotic species. The district nust prepare the report in
585| coordination with federal and state agenci es.

586 (14) EVERG.ADES FUND. - - The South Fl orida Water Managenent
587| District is directed to separately account for all noneys used
588| for the purpose of funding the Evergl ades Construction Project
589| as part of the consolidated annual report required by s.

590 373.036(7).

591 Section 13. Subsection (3) of section 373.45926, Florida

592 Statutes, is anended to read:

593 373.45926 Evergl ades Trust Fund; allocation of revenues
594 and expenditure of funds for conservation and protection of
595 natural resources and abatenent of water pollution.--

596 (3) The South Florida Water Managenent District shal

597 furnish, as part of the consolidated annual report required by

598| s. 373.036(7) en—a—qguarterlybasis, a detailed copy of its

599 expenditures fromthe Everglades Trust Fund to the Governor, the

600| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

601| Representatives, and shall make copies available to the public.
602| The information shall be provided in a format approved by the
603| Joint Legislative Conmttee on Evergl ades Oversight. At the
604| direction of the Joint Legislative Conmittee on Evergl ades

605| Oversight, an audit nay be made fromtine to tinme by the Auditor
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606| General, and such audit shall be within the authority of said
607| Auditor General to make.

608 Section 14. Paragraph (g) of subsection (3) of section
609| 373.4595, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

610 373. 4595 Lake Ckeechobee Protection Program --

611 (3) LAKE OKEECHOBEE PROTECTI ON PROGRAM -- A protection

612| program for Lake Ckeechobee that achi eves phosphorus | oad

613| reductions for Lake Ckeechobee shall be i medi ately inplenented
614| as specified in this subsection. The programshall address the
615| reduction of phosphorus |Ioading to the |ake from both internal
616| and external sources. Phosphorus | oad reductions shall be

617| achieved through a phased program of inplenentation. Initial
618| inplenentation actions shall be technol ogy-based, based upon a
619| consideration of both the availability of appropriate technol ogy
620| and the cost of such technol ogy, and shall include phosphorus
621| reduction nmeasures at both the source and the regional |evel.
622| The initial phase of phosphorus |oad reductions shall be based
623| wupon the district's Technical Publication 81-2 and the

624| district's WOD program w th subsequent phases of phosphorus
625| | oad reductions based upon the total nmaximum daily | oads

626| established in accordance with s. 403.067. In the devel opnent
627| and admi nistration of the Lake Okeechobee Protection Program
628| the coordinating agencies shall naxim ze opportunities provided
629| by federal cost-sharing prograns and opportunities for

630| partnerships with the private sector

631 (g9) Annual progress report.--Each March January 1,

632 beginning in 2006 2060%, the district shall report on submt—te

633| the Governor—the Presidentof the Senate,.—and-the Speaker—of
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635| inplenentation of this section as part of the consolidated

636| annual report required in s. 373.036(7). The annual report shal

637| include a sunmary of water quality and habitat conditions in
638| Lake Okeechobee and the Lake Ckeechobee watershed and the status
639| of the Lake Okeechobee Construction Project. The district shal
640| prepare the report in cooperation with the other coordinating

641| agencies.

642 Section 15. Subsection (7) of section 373.470, Florida
643| Statutes, is anended to read:

644 373.470 Evergl ades restoration. --

645 (7) ANNUAL REPCRT.--To provide enhanced oversi ght of and

646| accountability for the financial comm tnents established under
647| this section and the progress nmade in the inplenentation of the
648| conprehensive plan, the follow ng information nust be prepared
649| annually as part of the consolidated annual report required by
650 s. 373.036(7):

651 (a) The district, in cooperation with the departnent,

652| shall provide the following information as it relates to

653| inplenentation of the conprehensive plan:

654 1. An identification of funds, by source and anount,

655| received by the state and by each | ocal sponsor during the
656| fiscal year.

657 2. An item zation of expenditures, by source and anount,
658| nmade by the state and by each | ocal sponsor during the fiscal
659| year.

660 3. A description of the purpose for which the funds were
661| expended.
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662 4. The unencunbered bal ance of funds remaining in trust
663| funds or other accounts designated for inplenentation of the
664| conprehensive plan

665 5. A schedul e of anticipated expenditures for the next
666| fiscal year.

667 (b) The departnent shall prepare a detailed report on al
668| funds expended by the state and credited toward the state's
669| share of funding for inplenmentation of the conprehensive pl an.
670 The report shall include:

671 1. A description of all expenditures, by source and

672| amount, fromthe Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund,
673| the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, the Preservation 2000 Trust
674| Fund, the Florida Forever Trust Fund, the Save Qur Evergl ades
675| Trust Fund, and other naned funds or accounts for the

676| acquisition or construction of project conponents or other

677| features or facilities that benefit the conprehensive plan.

678 2. A description of the purposes for which the funds were
679| expended.
680 3. The unencunbered fiscal -year-end bal ance that remains

681| in each trust fund or account identified in subparagraph 1.

682 (c) The district, in cooperation with the departnent,

683| shall provide a detailed report on progress nmade in the

684| inplenentation of the conprehensive plan, including the status
685| of all project conponents initiated after the effective date of
686| this act or the date of the |ast report prepared under this

687| subsection, whichever is |ater.

688
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689| The information required in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) shal
690| be provided as part of the consolidated annual report required
691| by s. 373.036(7) anpdallyin—-a——singlereport—totheGovernor—
692| the President of the Senate—and the Speakerof the House of
693 ves j ; sai
694| to—the—publie. The initial report is due by Novenber 30, 2000,
695| and each annual report thereafter is due by March 1 Janrdary 31

696 Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
697| 373.536, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

698 373.536 District budget and hearing thereon. --

699 (6) FINAL BUDGET; ANNUAL AUDI T; CAPI TAL | MPROVEMENTS PLAN,
700 WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT WORK PROGRAM - -

701 (a) Each district nust, by the date specified for each

702| item furnish copies of the follow ng docunents to the Governor,
703| the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

704| Representatives, the chairs of all |egislative commttees and
705| subcomm ttees having substantive or fiscal jurisdiction over the
706| districts, as determ ned by the President of the Senate or the
707| Speaker of the House of Representatives as applicable, the

708| secretary of the departnent, and the governing board of each
709| county in which the district has jurisdiction or derives any
710| funds for the operations of the district:

711 1. The adopted budget, to be furnished within 10 days

712| after its adoption.

713 2. Afinancial audit of its accounts and records, to be
714| furnished within 10 days after its acceptance by the governing

715( board. The audit nmust be conducted in accordance with the

716| provisions of s. 11.45 and the rul es adopted thereunder. In
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717| addition to the entities nanmed above, the district nust provide
718| a copy of the audit to the Auditor General within 10 days after
719| its acceptance by the governing board.

720 3. A 5-year capital inprovenents plan, to be included in

721| the consolidated annual report required by s. 373.036(7)
790| § | ched withi I : I I . f the final bud .

723| The plan nust include expected sources of revenue for planned

724| inprovenents and nust be prepared in a nanner conparable to the
725| fixed capital outlay format set forth in s. 216.043.

726 4. A 5-year water resource devel opnent work programto be
727| furnished within 30 45 days after the adoption of the final

728| budget. The program nust describe the district's inplenmentation
729| strategy for the water resource devel opnent conponent of each
730| approved regional water supply plan devel oped or revised under
731| s. 373.0361. The work program nust address all the el enents of
732| the water resource devel opnment conponent in the district's

733| approved regional water supply plans and nust identify which
734| projects in the work programw || provide water, explain how
735| each water resource devel opnent project will produce additional
736| water available for consunptive uses, estimate the quantity of
737| water to be produced by each project, and provi de an assessnent
738| of the contribution of the district's regional water supply

739| plans in providing sufficient water to nmeet the water supply
740| needs of existing and future reasonabl e- beneficial uses for a 1-
741 in-10-year drought event. Wthin 30 45 days after its submttal,
742| the departnent shall review the proposed work program and submit

743| its findings, questions, and comments to the district. The

744| review nust include a witten evaluation of the programs
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745| consistency with the furtherance of the district's approved

746| regional water supply plans, and the adequacy of proposed

747| expenditures. As part of the review, the departnent shall give
748| interested parties the opportunity to provide witten comments
749 on each district's proposed work program Wthin 45 60 days

750| after receipt of the departnent's evaluation, the governing

751| board shall state in witing to the departnment which changes
752| recommended in the evaluation it will incorporate into its work

753| programsubmitted as part of the March 1 consoli dated annual

754| report required by s. 373.036(7) or specify the reasons for not

755| incorporating the changes. The departnent shall include the
756| district's responses in a final evaluation report and shal
757| submt a copy of the report to the Governor, the President of
758| the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
759 Section 17. By February 1, 2006, the Departnent of

760| Environnental Protection, after consultation with the five water

761| managenent districts, shall recommend to the Governor, the
762| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

763| Representatives any additional changes to or consolidation of

764| the existing planning and reporting requirenents of chapter 373,

765| Florida Statutes, that it deens appropriate to efficiently and

766| effectively protect and utilize the state's water resources.

767 Section 18. Section 373.0395, Florida Statutes, is

768 r epeal ed.

769 Section 19. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
Page 28 of 28

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb0727-01-c1



