F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 198 2005

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Conm ssion for the Transportation

3 D sadvant aged; anmending s. 427.012, F.S.; revising the

4 menbership of the conm ssion; establishing termlimts;

5 directing each nenber of the comm ssion to serve w thout

6 regi onal bias; providing qualifications for appointnent to
7 menbership on the conm ssion; providing for nonvoting

8 advi sory menbers; requiring candi dates for appointnent to
9 the comm ssion to neet certain standards for background
10 screening; requiring the Departnent of Transportation to
11 informthe commssion if a candidate fails to neet the
12 screeni ng standards; providing that costs of screening be
13 borne by the departnent or the candi date for appointnent;
14 aut hori zing the conmm ssion to appoint technical advisory
15 comm ttees; anending s. 427.013, F.S.; requiring the
16 comi ssion to devel op an allocati on nethodol ogy to
17 equitably distribute transportation funds under the
18 control of the commi ssion to counties, comunity
19 transportation coordi nators, or other entities providing
20 services to the transportation di sadvantaged; providing an
21 ef fective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Section 427.012, Florida Statutes, is anmended
26| to read:
27 427.012 The Comm ssion for the Transportation
28| Disadvantaged.--There is created the Conm ssion for the
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29| Transportation D sadvantaged in the Departnent of
30| Transportation.

31 (1) The conmm ssion shall consist of seven nenbers, all of

32| whom shall be appointed by the Governor

33 (a) Five of the nenbers nust have significant experience

34| in the operation of a business and it is the intent of the

35| Legislature that, when nmaeking an appoi ntnent, the Governor

36| select persons who reflect the broad diversity of the business

37| comunity in this state, as well as the racial, ethnic,

38| geographical, and gender diversity of the popul ation of this
39| state.

40 (b) Two of the nenbers nmust have a disability and use the

41| transportation di sadvantaged system

42 (c) Each nenber shall represent the needs of the

43| transportation di sadvantaged t hroughout the state. A nenber nay

44| not subordi nate the needs of the transportati on di sadvantaged in

45| general in order to favor the needs of others residing in a

46| specific location in the state.

47 (d) Each nenber shall be appointed to a termof 4 years. A

48| nenber nmy be reappointed for one additional 4-year term

49 (e) A nenber nust be a resident of the state and a

50| registered voter

51 (f) The Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary of

52| Children and Fam |y Services, the director of Wrkforce

53| Innovation, the executive director of the Departnent of

54| Veterans' Affairs, the Secretary of Elderly Affairs, the

55| Secretary of Health Care Admi nistration, the director of the

56| Agency for Persons with Disabilities, and an el ected | ocal
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57| governnent official who is appointed by the Governor, or a
58| designee of each, shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting advisors
59| to the conm ssion.
60 (g) A nenber nay not, within the 5 years imedi ately
61| before his or her appointnment, or during his or her termon the
62| conmm ssion, have or have had a financial relationship with, or
63| represent or have represented as a | obbyist as defined in s.
64| 11.045, the foll ow ng:
65 1. A transportation operator,;
66 2. A community transportation coordi nator
67 3. A netropolitan planni ng organi zati on,;
68 4. A designated official planning agency;
69 5. A purchaser agency;
70 6. A local coordinating board;
71 7. A broker of transportation; or
72 8. A provider of transportation services. thefollowng
73| wmerbers—
74 a)—TFhe secretary—of the Departient ol Transportation—or
75| the secretary s designee—
76 (b)) —The secretary of the Departrent—of Children—and Famly
77| Services—orthe secretary' s-designee—
78 {e)y—The Comm-ssioner—of Educationorthe commissioner's
79| desighee—
80 {d)y—The directorof the Agency for Workforce lnnovation—or
81| the director s desighee—
82 {e)—The executive directorof the Departrnent—of Veterans™
83| Abfaitrs or-the executive ditrector s designee—
84 () The secretary—of the Departnent—of Elderly Affairs or
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134 (2) The chairperson shall be appointed by the Governor and

135| the vice chairperson of the conmm ssion shall be elected annually

136| from the nmenbership of the conm ssion.

137 (3) Menbers of the conm ssion shall serve w thout

138| conpensation but shall be allowed per diemand travel expenses,

139| as provided in s. 112.061.

140 (4) The comm ssion shall neet at |east quarterly, or nore
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141 frequently at the call of the chairperson. Five Nne nenbers of
142| the conmi ssion constitute a quorum and a majority vote of the
143| nmenbers present is necessary for any action taken by the

144 conm ssion

145 (5) The CGovernor may renove any nenber of the comm ssion
146| for cause.

147 (6) Each candidate for appointnent to the comr ssion nust,

148| before accepting the appoi ntnent, undergo background screening

149 wunder s. 435.04 by filing with the Departnent of Transportation

150 a conplete set of fingerprints taken by an authorized | aw

151| enforcenent agency. The fingerprints nust be submtted to the

152| Departnent of Law Enforcenent for state processing, and that

153| departnent shall submt the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau

154| of Investigation for federal processing. The Departnent of

155 Transportation shall screen the background results and i nform

156 the comm ssion of any candi date who does not neet |evel 2

157| screening standards. A candidate who has not net level 2

158| screening standards may not be appointed to the comm ssion. The

159| cost of the background screening nay be borne by the Depart nent

160| of Transportation or the candi date.

161 (7)66)» The comm ssion shall appoint an executive director

162| who shall serve under the direction, supervision, and control of

163| the conm ssion. The executive director, with the consent of the

164| conmm ssion, shall enploy such personnel as nay be necessary to

165| perform adequately the functions of the comr ssion within

166| budgetary limtations. A Enpl oyees of the comm ssion are

167| exenpt fromthe Career Service System

168 (8) The commi ssion shall appoint a technical advisory
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169| commttee that includes representatives of private paratransit

170| providers. The conmttee shall advise the conm ssion on issues

171| of inportance to the state, including information, advice, and

172| direction regarding the coordination of services for the

173| transportation di sadvantaged. The comm ssi on nay appoi nt ot her

174| technical advisory commttees whose nmenbers nay incl ude

175 representatives of community transportati on coordi nators;

176 netropolitan planning organi zati ons; regi onal planning councils;

177| experts in insurance, nmarketing, econom c devel opnent, or

178| financial planning; and persons who use transportation for the

179| transportation di sadvantaged, or their relatives, parents,

180 guardians, or service professionals who tend to their needs.
181 (99AH The conmmission is assigned to the office of the
182| secretary of the Departnent of Transportation for adm nistrative

183| and fiscal accountability purposes, but it shall otherw se

184| function independently of the control, supervision, and

185| direction of the departnent.

186 (10) (8} The conmi ssion shall develop a budget pursuant to
187| chapter 216. The budget is not subject to change by the

188| departnent staff after it has been approved by the conm ssion,
189 but it shall be transmitted to the Governor, as head of the

190| departnment, along with the budget of the departnent.

191 Section 2. Subsection (12) of section 427.013, Florida
192| Statutes, is anended to read:
193 427.013 The Conmi ssion for the Transportation

194| Disadvant aged; purpose and responsibilities.--The purpose of the

195| conm ssion is to acconplish the coordination of transportation

196| services provided to the transportation di sadvantaged. The goal
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197| of this coordination shall be to assure the cost-effective

198| provision of transportation by qualified conmunity

199| transportation coordinators or transportation operators for the
200| transportation di sadvantaged w thout any bias or presunption in
201| favor of nultioperator systens or not-for-profit transportation
202| operators over single operator systens or for-profit

203| transportation operators. In carrying out this purpose, the

204| conmmi ssion shall:

205 (12) (a) Have the authority to apply for and accept funds,
206| grants, gifts, and services fromthe Federal CGovernnment, state
207| governnent, |ocal governnents, or private fundi ng sources.

208| Applications by the comm ssion for |ocal governnment funds shal
209| be coordi nated through the appropriate coordinating board. Funds
210| acquired or accepted under this subsection shall be adm nistered
211| by the conmmi ssion and shall be used to carry out the

212| commission's responsibilities.

213 (b) Develop an allocation nethodology or formula that

214| equitably distributes all funds, including Medicaid nonenergency

215| transportation funds, under the control of the conm ssion to

216| conpensate counties, comrunity transportati on coordi nators, or

217| other entities providing transportation di sadvantaged servi ces.

218| The fornmula shall consider not only the actual costs of each

219| trip provided for the transportation di sadvantaged but al so

220| efficiencies that a provider m ght adopt to reduce costs,

221| including cost efficiencies of trips when conparing |ike

222| services to the local cost of private paratransit providers.
223 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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