F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 398 2005

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to background screening for

3 noni nstructional school district enployees and

4 contractors; providing that individuals required to

5 under go background screening pursuant to the amendnents to
6 s. 1012.465, F.S., relating to background screening

7 requi rements for certain noninstructional school district

8 enpl oyees and contractors, nade by s. 21, ch. 2005-28,

9 Laws of Florida, are required to neet the required
10 screeni ng requirenents as soon as reasonably possible and
11 shall be and remain in full and continuing conpliance no
12 | ater than a specified date; prohibiting contractual
13 per sonnel who have not conpl eted specified screening
14 requi renents from access to school grounds; prohibiting
15 specified individuals from access to school grounds;
16 provi ding an expiration date; providing an effective date.
17
18 WHEREAS, the 2005 Legi sl ature enacted chapter 2005-28, Laws
19| of Florida, known as the "Jessica Lunsford Act,"” in response to
20( the horrific nmurder of a child by a convicted sex of fender who
21| lived in her neighborhood and worked as a subcontractor at her
22| school, and
23 WHEREAS, despite some uni ntended consequences that have
24| resulted in inplenentation difficulties for school districts,
25| the business community, and | aw enforcenent, the new | aw has
26| been applauded by famlies and conmunities across the state, and
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27 VWHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature to address the
28| law s uni ntended consequences through the full and deliberative
29| committee process afforded by the 2006 Regul ar Session, and

30 WHEREAS, until that tine, it is the intent of the

31| Legislature that all persons and entities affected by the new

32| law continue to aggressively and relentlessly proceed with its
33| inplenentation, NOW THEREFORE,
34

35| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
36
37 Section 1. (1) The anmendnents to s. 1012.465, Florida
38| Statutes, in s. 21 of chapter 2005-28, Laws of Florida, are

39| effective commencing Septenber 1, 2005, and all contractua

40| personnel who were not otherw se subject to s. 1012.465, Florida

41| Statutes, prior to that date shall neet the required level 2

42| screening requirenents as soon as reasonably possi bl e and shal

43| be and remain in full and continuing conpliance no later than
441 July 1, 2006.
45 (2) Al contractual personnel who have not conpleted the

46| screening requirenments pursuant to subsection (1) shall be

47| deni ed access to school grounds when students are present until

48| the enployer has conducted a search of their nanmes or other

49| identifying information against the registration infornmation

50| regarding sexual predators and sexual offenders naintai ned by

51| the Departnent of Law Enforcenent under s. 943.043, Florida

52| Statutes, and the national sex offender public registry

53| nmamintained by the United States Departnent of Justice.
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(3) Any contractual personnel identified as a sexual

predator or sexual offender in the registry search required

I VvV E S

2005

n

subsection (2) shall not be permtted on school grounds when

students are present.
(4) This section shall expire July 1, 2006.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a |
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