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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for CS for CS for SB 1030

Bar code 053938

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Fl oor: 1/ AD/ 2R
05/ 03/ 2006 02: 33 PM

Senator Wse moved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnment)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:
Section 1. Section 1002.335, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1002. 335 Florida Schools of Excell ence Conmm ssion.--

(1) FINDINGS.--The Leqgislature finds that:

(a) Charter schools are a critical conponent in the

state's efforts to provide efficient and high-quality schools

within the state's uniformsystem of public education.

(b) Charter schools provide val uabl e educati ona

options and innovative |l earning opportunities while expanding

the capacity of the state's system of public education and

enpowering parents with the ability to make choi ces that best

fit the individual needs of their children

(c) The growth of charter schools in the state has

contributed to enhanced student performance, greater

efficiency, and the inprovenent of all public schools.
1
8:35 AM 05/03/06 s1030c3d- 05-b18




© 00 N O O b~ W N P

W W N N N D N N NN MDD DN PP P PP, PP PPk
O © 0o N o o A~ W N PP O O 0o N o o~ WwWN B+ o

Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for CS for CS for SB 1030
Bar code 053938

(2) INTENT.--1t is the intent of the Legislature that:

(a) There be established an i ndependent, state-l|eve

comm ssi on whose primary focus is the devel opnent and support

of charter schools in order to better neet the grow ng and

di verse needs of sone of the increasing nunber and array of

charter schools in the state and to further ensure that

charter schools of the highest academ c quality are approved

and supported throughout the state in an efficient nmanner.

(b)  New sources of community support in the form of

nuni cipalities with know edge of the unigue needs of a

particular community or state universities, conmunity

col |l eges, or reqgional educational consortia with specia

educati on expertise should be authorized to participate in

devel opi ng _and supporting charter schools that nmxin ze access

to a wide variety of high-quality educational options for al

students regardless of disability, race, or socioecononic

status.

(3) FLORIDA SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE COVM SSI ON. - -

(a) The Florida Schools of Excellence Commission is

establi shed as an independent, state-level charter schoo

authorizing entity working in collaboration with the

Departnent of Education and under the supervision of the State

Board of Education. Startup funds necessary to establish and

operate the conmi ssion may be received through private

contributions and federal and other institutional grants

t hrough the Grants and Donations Trust Fund and the

Educati onal Aids Trust Fund housed within the departnent in

addition to funds provided in the General Appropriations Act.

The departnent shall assist in securing federal and other

institutional grant funds to establish the commi ssion

(b) The comm ssion shall be appointed by the State
2
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Board of Education and shall be conposed of three appointees

recommended by the Governor, two appoi ntees recomended by the

Presi dent of the Senate, and two appoi ntees recommended by the

Speaker of the House of Representatives. The Governor, the

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives shall each recomrend a list of no fewer than

two nom nees for any appointnent to the comm ssion. The

appoi ntnents shall be made as soon as feasible but no |ater

t han Septenber 1, 2006. Each nenber shall serve a termof 2

vears; however, for the purpose of providing staggered ternmns,

of the initial appointnents, three nenbers shall be appointed

to 1-year ternms _and four nenbers shall be appointed to 2-year

terns. Thereafter, each appointee shall serve a 2-year term

unl ess the State Board of Education, after review, extends the

appoi ntnent. If a vacancy occurs on the commssion, it shal

be filled by the State Board of Education froma

reconmendati on by the appropriate authority according to the

procedure set forth in this paragraph. The nmenbers of the

comm ssion shall annually vote to appoint a chair and a vice

chair. Each nmenber of the comm ssion nust hold a bachelor's

degree or higher, and the conmi ssion nust include individuals

who have experience in finance, adninistration, |aw,

educati on, and school governance.

(c) The conmmission is encouraged to convene its first

neeting no later than Cctober 1, 2006, and, thereafter, shal

neet each nmonth at the call of the chair or upon the request

of four nenbers of the commi ssion. Four nenbers of the

comni ssi on _shall constitute a guorum

(d) The commi ssion shall appoint an executive director

who shall enploy such staff as is necessary to performthe

admi ni strative duties and responsibilities of the conmi ssion
3
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(e) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall not be

conpensated for their services on the commi ssion but may be

rei nbursed for per diemand travel expenses pursuant to s.

112. 061.

(4) POANERS AND DUTI ES. - -

(a) The commi ssion shall have the power to:

1. Authorize and act as a sponsor_ of charter schools,

i ncluding the approval or denial of charter schoo

applications pursuant to subsection (9) and the nonrenewal or

term nation of charter schools pursuant to s. 1002.33(8).

2. Authorize nunicipalities, state universities,

community coll eges, and reqgional educational consortia to act

as _cosponsors of charter schools, including the approval or

deni al of cosponsor applications pursuant to State Board of

Education rule and subsection (6) and the revocation of

approval of cosponsors pursuant to State Board of Education

rule and subsection (8).

3. Approve or deny Florida Schools of Excellence (FSE)

charter school applications and renew or term nate charters of

FSE charter school s.

4. Conduct facility and curriculumreviews of charter

school s approved by the commission or one of its cosponsors.

(b) The commi ssion shall have the follow ng duties:

1. Review charter school applications and assist in

t he establishnment of Florida Schools of Excellence (FSE)

charter schools throughout the state. An FSE charter schoo

shall exist as a public school within the state as a conponent

of the delivery of public education within Florida' s K-20

educati on _system

2. Develop, pronpte, and disseninate best practices

for charter schools and charter school sponsors in order to
4
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ensure that high-quality charter schools are devel oped and

incentivized. At a mininmum the best practices shall encourage

t he devel opnent _and replication of academ cally and

financially proven charter school programs.

3. Develop, pronpte, and require high standards of

accountability for any school that applies for and is granted

a charter under this section.

4. Monitor and annually review the performnce of

cosponsors approved pursuant to this section and hold the

cosponsors accountable for their performance pursuant to the

provi sions of paragraph (6)(c). The commi ssion shall annually

review and eval uate the perfornmance of each cosponsor based

upon the financial and admi nistrative support provided to the

cosponsor's charter schools and the quality of charter schools

approved by the cosponsor, including the academ c perfornance

of the students that attend those schools.

5. Monitor and annually review and eval uate the

academ c _and financial performance of the charter schools it

sponsors _and hold the schools accountable for their

per f ormance pursuant to the provisions of chapter 1008.

6. Report the student enrollnment in each of its

sponsored charter schools to the district school board of the

county in which the school is |ocated.

7. Work with its cosponsors to nonitor the financia

managenent of each FSE charter school

8. Direct charter schools and persons seeking to

establish charter schools to sources of private fundi ng and

support.

9. Actively seek, with the assistance of the

department, supplenental revenue fromfederal grant funds,

institutional grant funds, and phil ant hropic organi zations.
5
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The comm ssion may, through the departnent's G ants and

Donati ons Trust Fund, receive and expend gifts, grants, and

donations of any kind fromany public or private entity to

carry out the purposes of this section.

10. Review and recommend to the Legislature any

necessary revisions to statutory requirenents regardi ng the

qualification and approval of municipalities, state

uni versities, comunity coll eges, and regi onal educationa

consortia as cosponsors for FSE charter schools.

11. Review and recommend to the Leqgi sl ature any

necessary revisions to statutory requirenents regarding the

standards for accountability and criteria for revocation of

approval of cosponsors of FSE charter schools.

12. Act as liaison for cosponsors and FSE charter

schools in cooperating with district school boards that nmay

choose to allow charter schools to utilize excess space within

district public school facilities.

13. Coll aborate with nunicipalities, state

uni versities, comunity colleges, and regional educationa

consortia as cosponsors for FSE charter schools for the

pur pose of providing the highest | evel of public education to

|l owincone, lowperformng, gifted, or underserved student

popul ati ons. Such coll aborations shall

a. Allow state universities and community coll eges

t hat cosponsor FSE charter schools to enabl e students

attending a charter school to take college courses and receive

hi gh school and college credit for such courses.

b. Be used to determine the feasibility of opening

charter schools for students with disabilities, including, but

not limted to, charter schools for children with autismthat

work with and utilize the specialized expertise of the Centers
6
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for Autismand Related Disabilities established and operated

pursuant to s. 1004.55.

14. Support nunicipalities when the nayor or chief

executive, through resolution passed by the governi ng body of

the municipality, expresses an intent to cosponsor and

establish charter schools within the nmunici pal boundari es.

15. Meet the needs of charter schools and schoo

districts by uniformy adninistering high-quality charter

school s, thereby renoving adm ni strative burdens fromthe

school districts.

16. Assist FSE charter schools in negotiating and

contracting with district school boards that choose to provide

certain adn nistrative or transportation services to the

charter schools on a contractual basis.

17. Provide training for nmenbers of FSE charter schoo

governing bodies within 90 days after approval of the charter

school. The training shall include, but not be limted to,

best practices on charter school governance, the

constitutional and statutory requirenents relating to public

records and neetings, and the requirenments of applicable

statutes and State Board of Education rules.

18. Performall of the duties of sponsors set forth in
s. 1002.33(5)(b) and (20).
(5) CHARTERI NG AUTHORI TY. - -

(a) A charter school applicant may subnit an

application to the comm ssion only if the school district in

which the FSE charter school is to be | ocated has not retained

exclusive authority to authorize charter schools as provided

in paragraph (e). If a district school board has not retained

exclusive authority to authorize charter schools as provided

in paragraph (e), the district school board and the conmi ssion
7
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shall have concurrent authority to authorize charter schools

and FSE charter schools, respectively, to be |located within

t he geogr aphi ¢ boundari es of the school district. The district

school board shall nonitor and oversee all charter schools

aut hori zed by the district school board pursuant to s.

1002.33. The commi ssion shall npnitor and oversee all FSE

charter schools sponsored by the conm ssion pursuant to

subsection (4).

(b) Paragraph (e) nmay not be construed to elim nate

the ability of a district school board to authorize charter

school s pursuant to s. 1002.33. A district school board shal

retain the authority to reauthorize and to oversee any charter

school that it has authorized, except with respect to any

charter school that is converted to an FSE charter schoo

under this section

(c) For fiscal year 2007-2008 and for each fiscal year

thereafter, a district school board may seek to retain

exclusive authority to authorize charter schools within the

geodr aphi ¢ boundaries of the school district by presenting to

the State Board of Education, on or before March 1 of the

fiscal year prior to that for which the exclusive authority is

to apply, a witten resolution adopted by the district schoo

board indicating the intent to retain exclusive authority to

aut hori ze charter schools. A district school board may seek to

retain the exclusive authority to authorize charter schools by

presenting to the state board the witten resolution on or

before a date 60 days after establishnment of the conmi ssion

The witten resolution shall be acconpanied by a witten

description addressing the el ements described in paragraph

e). The district school board shall provide a conplete copy

of the resolution, including the description, to each charter
8
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school authorized by the district school board on or before

the date it subnmts the resolution to the state board.

(d) A party may challenge the grant of exclusive

authority made by the State Board of Educati on pursuant to

paragraph (e) by filing with the state board a notice of

chall enge within 30 days after the state board grants

exclusive authority. The notice shall be acconpani ed by a

specific witten description of the basis for the chall enge.

The challenging party, at the tine of filing notice with the

state board, shall provide a copy of the notice of chall enge

to the district school board that has been granted exclusive

authority. The state board shall pernit the district schoo

board the opportunity to appear and respond in witing to the

chal |l enge. The state board shall make a determ nation upon the

chall enge within 60 days after receiving the notice of

chal | enge.

(e) The State Board of Education shall grant to a

district school board exclusive authority to authorize charter

schools within the geographic boundaries of the schoo

district if the state board determ nes, after adequate notice,

in a public hearing, and after receiving input from any

charter school authorized by the district school board, that

the district school board has provided fair and equitable

treatnent to its charter schools during the 4 years prior to

the district school board' s subm ssion of the resol ution

described in paragraph (c). The state board's review of the

resolution shall, at a mninmum include consideration of the

foll owi ng:
1. Conpliance with the provisions of s. 1002.33.

2. Compliance with full and accurate accounting

practices and charges for central adni nistrative overhead
9
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3. Compliance with requirenents allowing a charter

school, at its discretion, to purchase certain services or _a

conbi nati on of services at actual cost to the district.

4. The absence of a district school board noratorium

regardi ng charter schools or the absence of any districtw de

charter school enrollnment lints.

5. Compliance with valid orders of the state board.

6. The provision of assistance to charter schools to

neet their facilities needs by including those needs in |oca

bond i ssues or otherw se providing available | and and

facilities that are conparable to those provided to other

public school students in the sanme grade levels within the

school district.

7. The distribution to charter schools authorized by

the district school board of a pro rata share of federal and

state grants received by the district school board, except for

any grant received for a particul ar purpose which, by its

express terns, is intended to benefit a student popul ati on not

able to be served by, or a programnot able to be offered at,

a charter school that did not receive a proportionate share of

such grant proceeds.

8. The provision of adequate staff and other resources

to serve charter schools authorized by the district schoo

board, which services are provided by the district schoo

board at a cost to the charter schools that does not exceed

their actual cost to the district school board.

9. The lack of a policy or practice of inposing

i ndi vidual charter school enrollnment |linmts, except as

ot herwi se provided by | aw.

10. The provision of an adequate nunber of educationa
10
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choice prograns to serve students exercising their rights to

transfer pursuant to the "No Child Left Behind Act of 2001,"

Pub. L. No. 107-110, and a history of charter school approva

t hat _encour ages chartering.

(f) The decision of the State Board of Education

pursuant to paragraph (e) shall not be subject to the

provi sions of chapter 120 and shall be a final action subject

to judicial review by the district court of appeal

(g) For district school boards that have no

di scernabl e history of authorizing charter schools, the State

Board of Education may not grant exclusive authority unless

the district school board denpnstrates that no approvabl e

application has cone before the district school board.

(h) A grant of exclusive authority by the State Board

of Education shall continue so long as a district school board

continues to conply with this section and has presented a

witten resolution to the state board as set forth in

par agr aph (c).

(i) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this

section to the contrary, a district school board nay permt

the establishment of one or nore FSE charter schools within

t he geogr aphi ¢ boundaries of the school district by adopting a

favorabl e resolution and submtting the resolution to the

State Board of Education. The resolution shall be effective

until it is rescinded by resolution of the district schoo

boar d.

(6) APPROVAL OF COSPONSCRS. - -

(a) The conmission shall begin accepting applications

by municipalities, state universities, community coll eges, and

regi onal educational consortia no |ater than January 31, 2007.

The comm ssion shall review and evaluate all applications for
11
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compliance with the provisions of paragraph (c) and shall have

90 days after receipt of an application to approve or deny the

application unless the 90-day period is waived by the

applicant.

(b) The commission shall limt the nunber of charter

school s that a cosponsor nmy approve pursuant to its review of

t he cosponsor's application under paragraph (c). Upon

application by the cosponsor and review by the conmm ssi on of

t he performance of a cosponsor's current charter schools, the

conmi SSi on _may approve a cosponsor's application to raise the

limt previously set by the conmi ssion

(c) Any entity set forth in paragraph (a) that is

interested in beconing a cosponsor pursuant to this section

shal|l prepare and subnit an application to the conm ssion that

provi des evidence that the entity:

1. Has the necessary staff and infrastructure or has

establi shed the necessary contractual or interagency

rel ationships to ensure its ability to handle all of the

admi nistrative responsibilities required of a charter schoo

sponsor_as set forth in s. 1002.33(20).

2. Has the necessary staff expertise and

infrastructure or has established the necessary contractual or

i nteragency relationships to ensure that it will approve and

is able to develop and nmmintain charter schools of the highest

academ c _quality.

3. Is able to provide the necessary public and private

financial resources and staff to ensure that it can nonitor

and support charter schools that are economi cally efficient

and fiscally sound.

4. Is coomitted to providing equal access to al

students and to maintaining a diverse student popul ati on
12
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within its charter schools, including conpliance with al

applicable requirenents of federal |aw

5. Is commtted to serving | owinconme, |ow performnng

gi fted, or underserved student popul ations.

6. Has articul ated annual acadenm c _and financial goals

and expected outcones for its charter schools as well as the

net hods and plans by which it will neasure and achi eve those

goal s and out cones.

7. Has policies in place to protect its cosponsoring

practices fromconflicts of interest.

(d) The commi ssion's decision to deny an application

or to revoke approval of a cosponsor pursuant to subsection

8) is not subject to chapter 120 and nay be appeal ed to the

State Board of Education pursuant to s. 1002.33(6).
(7) COSPONSOR AGREENENT. - -

(a)  Upon approval of a cosponsor, the conm ssion and

t he cosponsor _shall enter into an agreenent that defines the

cosponsor's rights and obligations and includes the follow ng:

1. An explanation of the personnel, contractual and

i nteragency rel ationshi ps, and potential revenue sources

referenced in the application as required in paragraph (6)(c).

2. | ncorporation of the requirenents of equal access

for all students, including any plans to provide food service

or transportation reasonably necessary to provide access to as

many students as possi bl e.

3. | ncorporation of the requirenent to serve

| owincome, lowperformng, qgifted, or underserved student

popul ati ons.

4. An explanation of the academ c and financial goals

and expected outcones for the cosponsor's charter schools and

t he nmet hod and plans by which they will be nmeasured and
13
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achi eved as referenced in the application

5. The conflict-of-interest policies referenced in the

application.

6. An explanation of the disposition of facilities and

assets upon term nation and dissolution of a charter schoo

approved by the cosponsor.

7. A provision requiring the cosponsor to annually

appear before the conm ssion and provide a report as to the

i nformati on provided pursuant to s. 1002.33(9) (1) for each of

its charter schools.

8. A provision requiring that the cosponsor report the

student _enrollnment in each of its sponsored charter schools to

the district school board of the county in which the school is

| ocat ed.

9. A provision requiring that the cosponsor work with

the comm ssion to provide the necessary reports to the State

Board of Educati on.

10. Any other reasonable terns deened appropriate by

t he comm ssion given the unigue characteristics of the

cosponsor.

(b)  No cosponsor nmy receive applications for charter

school s until a cosponsor agreenent with the conm ssion has

been approved and signed by the conm ssion and the appropriate

i ndi vidual s or governi ng bodi es of the cosponsor

(c) The cosponsor agreenent shall be proposed and

negoti ated pursuant to the tinefranes set forth in s.

1002. 33(6) (i).

(d) The cosponsor agreenent shall be attached to and

shall govern all charter school contracts entered into by the

cosponsor.

(8) CAUSES FOR REVOCATI ON OF APPROVAL CF A
14
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COSPONSOR. --1f at any tinme the commission finds that a

cosponsor is not in conmpliance, or is no longer willing to

comply, with its contract with a charter school or with its

cosponsor _agreenent with the conmi ssion, the commi ssion shal

provide notice and a hearing in accordance with State Board of

Education rule. |If after a hearing the comm ssion confirne its

initial finding, the com ssion shall revoke the cosponsor's

approval . The comm ssion shall assune tenporary sponsorship

over any charter school sponsored by the cosponsor at the tinme

of revocation. Thereafter, the comm Ssion nay assunme permanent

sponsorshi p over such school or allow the school's governing

body to apply to another sponsor or cosponsor.

(9) CHARTER SCHOOL APPLI CATI ON AND REVI EW - - Charter

school applications submtted to the conmm ssion or to a

cosponsor _approved by the conmi ssion pursuant to subsection

6) shall be subject to the sane requirenents set forth in s.

1002. 33(6). The conmi ssion or cosponsor shall receive and

review all applications for FSE charter schools according to

the provisions for review of charter school applications under
s. 1002.33(6)(b).
(10) APPLI CATI ONS OF EXI STI NG CHARTER SCHOAOLS. - -

(a)  An application may be submitted pursuant to this

section by an existing charter school approved by a district

school board provided that the obligations of its charter

contract with the district school board will expire prior to

entering into a new charter contract with the conm ssion or

one of its cosponsors. A district school board nay agree to

rescind or waive the obligations of a current charter contract

to allow an application to be submtted by an existing charter

school pursuant to this section. A charter school that changes

sponsors pursuant to this subsection shall be allowed to
15
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continue the use of all facilities, equipnent, and other

assets it owned or |leased prior to the expiration or

rescission of its contract with a district school board

sponsor.

(b) An application to the comm ssion or one of its

cosponsors by a conversion charter school nay only be

subm tted upon consent of the district school board. In such

instance, the district school board may retain the facilities,

equi pment, and other assets of the conversion charter schoo

for its own use or agree to reasonable terns for their

conti nued use by the conversion charter school
(11) APPLI CATI ON CF CHARTER SCHOOL STATUTE. - -
(a) The provisions of s. 1002.33(7)-(12), (14), and

16) - (19) shall apply to the conmi ssion and the cosponsors and

charter schools approved pursuant to this section

(b) The provisions of s. 1002.33(20) shall apply to

t he comm ssion and the cosponsors and charter school s approved

pursuant to this section with the exception that the

conmmi ssion or _a cosponsor_of a charter school approved

pursuant to this section may retain no nore than the actua

cost of its administrative overhead costs expended to sponsor

the charter school not to exceed 5 percent of the funding

provided to the charter school

(12) ACCESS TO | NFORVATI ON. - - The conmm ssi on_shal

provi de maxi num access to infornmation to all parents in the

state. |t shall nmmintain information systens, including, but

not limted to, a user-friendly Internet website, that wll

provide i nfornation and data necessary for parents to make

i nformed decisions. At a mininmm the conm ssion nust provide

parents with infornation on its accountability standards,

links to schools of excellence throughout the state, and
16
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public education progranms available in the state.

(13) ANNUAL REPORT.--Each year, the chair of the

conmmi ssion shall appear before the State Board of Education

and submt a report regarding the academ c performnce and

fiscal responsibility of all charter schools and cosponsors

approved under this section.

(14) | MPLEMENTATION. --The State Board of Education

shal |l adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54

necessary to facilitate the inplenentation of this section

Section 2. Paragraphs (d) through (h) of subsection
(6) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
par agraphs (e) through (i), respectively, a new paragraph (d)
is added to that subsection, and paragraph (b) of subsection
(5), paragraph (f) of subsection (8), and paragraph (a) of
subsection (17) of that section are anended, to read:

1002.33 Charter schools. --

(5) SPONSOR, DUTIES. - -

(b) Sponsor duties.--

1l.a. The sponsor shall nonitor and review the charter
school in its progress toward the goals established in the
charter.

b. 2~ The sponsor shall nonitor the revenues and
expendi tures of the charter school

c.3— The sponsor may approve a charter for a charter
school before the applicant has secured space, equipnent, or
personnel, if the applicant indicates approval is necessary
for it to raise working capital

d. 4~ The sponsor's policies shall not apply to a
charter school

e. 5~ The sponsor shall ensure that the charter is
i nnovative and consistent with the state education goals

17
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establ i shed by s. 1000.03(5).
f.6~ The sponsor shall ensure that the charter schoo
participates in the state's education accountability system
If a charter school falls short of performance neasures
i ncluded in the approved charter, the sponsor shall report
such shortcom ngs to the Department of Education

d. The sponsor _shall not be |liable for civil damages

under state |aw for personal injury, property damage, or death

resulting froman act or om ssion of an officer, enployee,

agent, or governing body of the charter school

h. The sponsor shall not be liable for civil danmges

under state law for any enploynent actions taken by an

officer, enployee, agent, or governing body of the charter

school .

i. The sponsor's duties to nonitor the charter schoo

shall not constitute the basis for a private cause of action.

2. Immnity for the sponsor of a charter school under

subparagraph 1. applies only with respect to acts or onissions

not under the sponsor's direct authority as described in this

section.

3. Nothing contained in this paragraph shall be

consi dered a wai ver of sovereign inmmunity by a district schoo

boar d.

4. A conmmunity college may work with the schoo
district or school districts in its designated service area to
devel op charter schools that offer secondary education. These
charter schools nmust include an option for students to receive
an associ ate degree upon hi gh school graduation. District
school boards shall cooperate with and assist the comunity
coll ege on the charter application. Community coll ege
applications for charter schools are not subject to the tine

18
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deadl i nes outlined in subsection (6) and may be approved by
the district school board at any tine during the year
Conmunity col |l eges shall not report FTE for any students who
recei ve FTE fundi ng through the Florida Education Fi nance
Program

(6) APPLI CATI ON PROCESS AND REVI EW - - Begi nni ng
Septenber 1, 2003, applications are subject to the follow ng
requi renents:

(d)  For charter school applications in schoo

districts that have not been granted exclusive authority to

sponsor _charter schools pursuant to s. 1002.335(5), the right

to appeal an application denial under paragraph (c) shall be

contingent on the applicant having submitted the sane or a

substantially sinmlar application to the Florida School s of

Excel | ence Comm ssion or one of its cosponsors. Any such

applicant whose application is denied by the conmi ssion or one

of its cosponsors subsequent to its denial by the district

school board may exercise its right to appeal the district

school board's denial under paragraph (c) within 30 days after

receipt of the commission's or cosponsor's denial or failure

to act on the application. However, the applicant forfeits its

right to appeal under paragraph (c) if it fails to submt its

application to the comm ssion or one of its cosponsors by

August 1 of the school year immediately follow ng the district

school board's denial of the application

(8) CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL OR TERM NATI ON OF CHARTER. - -

(f) If a charter is not renewed or is term nated, the
charter school is responsible for all debts of the charter
school. The district may not assunme the debt from any contract
fer—serviees nade between the governing body of the school and
athird party, except for a debt that is previously detailed

19
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and agreed upon in witing by both the district and the
governi ng body of the school and that may not reasonably be
assuned to have been satisfied by the district.

(17) FUNDI NG --Students enrolled in a charter school
regardl ess of the sponsorship, shall be funded as if they are
in a basic programor a special program the sane as students
enrolled in other public schools in the school district.
Funding for a charter |lab school shall be as provided in s.
1002. 32.

(a) Each charter school shall report its student
enroll ment to the sponsor eistret—seheol—beard as required in
s. 1011.62, and in accordance with the definitions in s.

1011. 61. The sponsor ¢istret—seheet—boarde shall include each
charter school's enrollnment in the district's report of
student enrollnent. Al charter schools subnitting student
record information required by the Departnent of Education
shall comply with the Departnent of Education's guidelines for
el ectronic data formats for such data, and all districts shal
accept electronic data that conplies with the Departnent of
Education's el ectronic format.

Section 3. The followi ng suns of noney and full-tinme

equi val ent _positions are appropriated fromgeneral revenue to

the State Board of Education for the 2006-2007 fiscal year for

t he purpose of administering this act:

(1) Three full-tine equival ent positions and 165, 000

in approved annual salary rate.

(2) The sumof $214,630 fromrecurring general revenue

funds for salaries and benefits.

(3) The sumof $199,238 fromrecurring general revenue

funds for expenses.

(4) The sum of $5,700 from nonrecurring genera
20
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revenue funds for operating capital outlay.

(5) The sumof $1,179 fromrecurring general revenue

funds for transfer to the Departnent of Managenent Services

for the Human Resource Services Statew de Contract.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
ADbill to be entitled

An act relating to charter schools; creating s.
1002. 335, F.S.; providing findings and intent;
establishing the Florida Schools of Excellence
Conmi ssion as a charter school authorizing
entity; providing for startup funds; providing
for menbership of the comm ssion; providing
powers and duties of the comm ssion, including
serving as a sponsor of charter school s,
approving certain entities to act as
cosponsors, approving or denying applications
for Florida Schools of Excellence (FSE) charter
school s, and devel opi ng standards for and
eval uating the performance of cosponsors and
charter schools; requiring collaboration with
muni ci palities, state universities, comunity
col I eges, and regional educational consortia as
cosponsors for FSE charter schools; providing
chartering authority; pgiscribing procedur es
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under which a district school board nay becone
t he exclusive authority to authorize charter
schools within a school district; providing for
chal l enges to grants of exclusive authority;
prescribing conditions to be considered by the
State Board of Education in determ ning whet her
to grant exclusive authority; providing
requi renents for approval of cosponsors by the
conmi ssi on; providing conponents of required
cosponsor agreenents; providing causes for
revocati on of approval of a cosponsor
providing for FSE charter school application
and review procedures; authorizing existing
charter schools to apply as FSE charter
school s; providing for application of specified
provisions of law, requiring access to
i nformati on by parents; requiring the
conmi ssion to submt an annual report;
requiring rul emaki ng; anending s. 1002. 33,
F.S.; providing that the sponsor of a charter
school shall not be liable for civil danmages
for certain actions; providing that the duty to
nonitor a charter school shall not be the basis
for a private cause of action; prescribing
[imts on immunities of a charter schoo
sponsor; providing requirements with respect to
the right to appeal the denial of a charter
school application; expanding a schoo
district's immunity from assunption of
contractual debts; revising provisions relating

to reporting of charter school student
22
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enrol | ment for purposes of funding;

SENATOR AMENDMENT

provi di ng

appropriations and authorizing positions;

providing an effective date.
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