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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 ( NP) SR 1116
By Senator Hil

1- 400- 06
Senat e Resol ution
A resolution honoring WIlard Cooper, Putnam

County high school football coach

WHEREAS, Wl ard Cooper, who coached for a total of 18
years, 13 years with Central Acadeny and 5 years with Centra
Hi gh, and was twi ce nanmed Big 9 East Coach of the Year
remai ns one of the |ongest-serving foothball coaches in Putnam
County, and

WHEREAS, "Hey, Bulldog!" will forever be recalled
affectionately as the standard greeting used by Coach Cooper
to players and students alike, and

WHEREAS, Coach Cooper's expert coaching skills enabled
himto develop the talents of a nunber of his students,

i ncludi ng David Daniels, who won a football scholarship to
Fl ori da A&M Uni versity and went on to play with the Gakl and
Rai ders; Grady Smith, who |ater excelled as a runner at

Fl ori da A&M Uni versity and set a world track record; and
Horace Jefferson, a three-sport star, who has coached
basketball at St. Johns River Comrunity Coll ege since 1994,
and

WHEREAS, Coach Cooper's wi sdom outstandi ng character
and exceptional determ nation enabled himto guide and inspire
his team nenbers and nmany ot her students through the difficult
years of desegregation, and

WHEREAS, Wl ard Cooper not only taught young people
| essons in the gane of football, but nore inportantly taught
them | essons in the gane of life, earning himthe respect and

admration of all who know him NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
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That the Senate honors WIlard Cooper, a cherished
menber of his comunity who, through his work as a high schoo
football coach, dedicated his career to inproving the |ives of

al |l students.
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