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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to maxi num cl ass size; anending

3 s. 1003.03, F.S.; providing that each teacher

4 assigned to any classroom nust be included in

5 the calculation for conpliance with

6 constitutional class-size |linmts; providing

7 criteria for teaching strategies that involve

8 assigning nmore than one teacher to a classroom

9 provi ding for retroactive application;

10 prohibiting the inposition of penalties for the

11 use of any legal strategy relating to the

12 i mpl ementation of class-size reduction

13 provi ding an effective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
18| 1003.03, Florida Statutes, is amended, and subsection (5) is
19| added to that section, to read:
20 1003. 03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. - -
21 (2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -
22 (b) Determnation of the nunber of students per
23| classroomin paragraph (a) shall be cal cul ated as foll ows:
24 1. For fiscal years 2003-2004 through 2005-2006, the
25| calculation for conpliance for each of the 3 grade groupings
26| shall be the average at the district |evel.
27 2. For fiscal years 2006-2007 through 2007-2008, the
28| calculation for conpliance for each of the 3 grade groupings
29| shall be the average at the school |evel.
30
31
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3. For fiscal years 2008-2009, 2009-2010, and
thereafter, the calculation for conpliance shall be at the
i ndi vi dual cl assroom | evel .

4. For fiscal years 2006-2007 through 2009-2010 and

thereafter, each teacher assigned to any classroom shall be

included in the calculation for conpliance.
(5) TEAM TEACHI NG STRATEG ES. - -

(a) School districts may use teaching strategies that

include the assignnent of nore than one teacher to a classroom

of students and that were inplenmented before July 1, 2005.

Effective July 1, 2005, school districts may inpl enent

addi tional teaching strategies that include the assignnent of

more than one teacher to a classroom of students for the

foll owi ng purposes only:

1. Pairing teachers for the purpose of staff

devel opnent .

2. Pairing new teachers with veteran teachers.

3. Reducing turnover anong new teachers.

4. Pairing teachers who are teaching out-of-field with

teachers who are in-field.

5. Providing for nore flexibility and i nnovation in

the classroom

6. Inproving learning opportunities for students,

including students who have disabilities.

(b) Teaching strategies inplenented on or after July

1, 2005, pursuant to paragraph (a) nmay be inplenmented with the

following restrictions:

1. Reasonable linmts shall be placed on the nunber of

students in a classroomso that classroons _are not

overcrowded. Teacher-to-student ratios within a curriculum

area or_grade | evel nmust not exceed constitutional limts.
2
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1 2. At least one nenber of the team nust have at | east

2| 4 years of teaching experience

3 3. At least one nenber of the team nust be teaching

4| in-field.

5 4. The teachers nust be trained in teamteaching

6| nethods within 1 year after assignment.

7

8| The use of strategies inplenmented as outlined in this

9| subsection nmeets the letter and intent of the Florida

10| Constitution and the Florida Statutes which relate to

11| inplenenting class-size reduction and this subsection applies

12| retroactively. A school district nmay not be penalized

13| financially or otherwise as a result of the use of any |ega

14| strateqy, including, but not linmted to, those set forth in

15| subsection (3) and this subsection.

16 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

17| | aw.

18

19 e

20 SENATE SUMVARY

21 Rel ates to constitutional limtations on class size.
Provi des that each teacher assigned to any classroom nust

22 be included in the calculation for conpliance wth
constitutional class-size |limts. Provides criteria for

23 teaching strategies that involve assigning nore than one
teacher to a classroom Prohibits the inposition of

24 penalties for the use of any |legal strategy relating to

- the inmpl ementati on of class-size reduction

26
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