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Fl orida Senate - 2006 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SJR 1150
Bar code 630562
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm FAV
04/ 25/ 2006 11:27 AM

The Conmittee on Educati on Appropriations (Wse) recomended

the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the resolving cl ause

and insert:

That the foll owi ng amendnent to Section 1 of Article IX
of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be subnmitted
to the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the
next general election or at an earlier special election
specifically authorized by |aw for that purpose:

ARTI CLE | X
EDUCATI ON

Section 1. Public education.--

(a) The education of children is a fundanental val ue
of the people of the State of Florida. It is, therefore, a
paramount duty of the state to nake adequate provision for the
education of all children residing within its borders.
Adequat e provision shall be made by law for a uniform
efficient, safe, secure, and hagh quality system of free
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public schools that allows students to obtain a high quality
education and for the establishnment, maintenance, and
operation of institutions of higher |earning and other public
education progranms that the needs of the people nmay require.

(b) To assure that children attending public schools
obtain a high quality education, the legislature shall make
adequate provision to ensure that, by the beginning of the

2009- 2010 2616 school year and for each school year

thereafter, there are a sufficient nunber of classroons so
t hat :

(1) The school district average sax+m nunber of

students who are assigned to each teacher who is teaching in
public school classroons for prekindergarten through grade 3

does not exceed 18 students and the nunber of students who are

assigned to one teacher in an individual class does not exceed

23 students;

(2) The school district average sax+m nunber of

students who are assigned to each teacher who is teaching in
public school classroons for grades 4 through 8 does not

exceed 22 students and the nunber of students who are assigned

to one teacher in an individual class does not exceed 27

students; and

(3) The school district average sax+m nunber of

students who are assigned to each teacher who is teaching in
public school classroonms for grades 9 through 12 does not

exceed 25 students and the nunber of students who are assigned

to one teacher in an individual class does not exceed 30

students.

The cl ass size requirenents of this subsection do not apply to

extracurricular or virtual classes. Paynment of the costs
2
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associated with reducing class size to neet these requirenents
is the responsibility of the state and not of |ocal schoo
sehoots districts. Beginning with the 2003-2004 fiscal year
the legislature shall provide sufficient funds to reduce the
school district average class size nufrber—ef—students—+n—each
etasstreom by at | east two students per year until the schoo

district average class size for each of the grade groupings

rexrmnuber—of——students—per—etasstooem does not exceed the

requi renents of this subsection

(c) By the beqginning of the 2009-2010 school year and

for each school vyear thereafter, at |east sixty-five percent

of total funds, as defined by |aw,_ received by schoo

districts for operational expenditures shall be expended for

pur poses directly related to classroom.instruction, as defined

by | aw.

(d) 1In exceptional circunstances a school district may

request fromthe governor a tenporary waiver of the class size

requi renents of subsection (b) or the classroominstruction

expendi ture requirenent of subsection (c), which the governor

may grant, partially grant, or deny.

(e) (1) by Every four-year old child in Florida shal

be provided by the state a high quality prekindergarten
pre—kindergarten | earning opportunity in the formof an early

chi | dhood devel opnent and educati on program which shall be

voluntary, high quality, free, and delivered according to
prof essionally accepted standards. An early chil dhood

devel opnent and educati on program neans an organi zed program
designed to address and enhance each child's ability to make
age appropriate progress in an appropriate range of settings
in the devel opment of |anguage and cognitive capabilities and
enotional, social, reguIatoryL3and noral capacities through
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education in basic skills and such other skills as the
| egi slature may deternine to be appropriate.
(2) ey The early childhood educati on and devel oprent

programnms provided by reason of this subsection subparagraph
by shal|l be inplenented no later than the beginning of the

2005 school year through funds generated in addition to those
used for existing education, health, and devel opnent prograns.
Exi sting education, health, and devel opnent progranms are those
funded by the state as of January 1, 2002, that provided for
child or adult education, health care, or devel opnment.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the follow ng statenent be
pl aced on the ballot:

CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDVENT
ARTI CLE | X; SECTION 1

REQUI RI NG 65 PERCENT OF EDUCATI ON FUNDS FOR CLASSROOM
RELATED | NSTRUCTI ON; FLEXI BLE CLASS Sl ZE REDUCTI ON
| MPLEMENTATI ON. - - Proposi ng an anendnent to the State
Constitution to require school districts to expend at |east 65
percent of their operational funds for classroomrelated
instruction as defined by law, to provide flexibility for
school districts in nmeeting class size reduction requirenents
by cal cul ati ng conpliance at a school district average nunber
of students who are assigned to a teacher in specified grades;
to specify the maxi mum nunber of students who may be assi gned
to one teacher in an individual class; to require
i mpl enentati on of the class size reduction requirenments and
the classroominstruction expenditure requirenent by the
begi nni ng of the 2009-2010 school year and for each schoo
year thereafter; to exenpt virtual classes fromthe class size
requi renents; and to authorize, in exceptional circunstances,

a school district to request fromthe Governor a tenporary
4
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wai ver of the class size reduction requirenents or the

65- percent classroominstruction expenditure requirenent.

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

Del ete everything before the resol ving cl ause

and insert:
Senate Joi nt Resol ution
A joint resolution proposing an amendnent to
Section 1 of Article I X of the State

Constitution relating to public education
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