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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 1152

By Senator Hari dopol os

26-883-06 See HB 75
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the John M MKay
Schol arships for Students with Disabilities
Program anmending s. 1002.39, F.S.; revising
definition of the term"students with
disabilities"; revising student eligibility
requi renents for receipt of a scholarship
revising provisions relating to schol arship
fundi ng and paynent; providing funding and
payrment requirenents for former Florida Schoo
for the Deaf and the Blind students and for
students exiting a Departnent of Juvenile

Justice program providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1), (2), and (6) of section
1002.39, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

1002.39 The John M MKay Schol arships for Students
with Disabilities Program--There is established a program
that is separate and distinct fromthe Opportunity Schol arship
Program and i s naned the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for
Students with Disabilities Program pursuant to this section

(1) THE JOHAN M MCKAY SCHOLARSHI PS FOR STUDENTS W TH
DI SABI LI TI ES PROGRAM - - The John M MKay Schol arshi ps for
Students with Disabilities Programis established to provide
the option to attend a public school other than the one to
whi ch assigned, or to provide a scholarship to a private
school of choice, for students with disabilities for whom an
i ndi vi dual education plan has been witten in accordance with
rules of the State Board of Education. Students with
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1| disabilities include K-12 students who are documented as

2| having nental retardation; a mertalby—handicappeds speech or
3| and | anguage inpairnment; a Hrpat+red—deal—er—hard—oef hearing
4| inpairnment, jncluding deafness; a visual inpairnment, including
5| blindness; a wisuvalby—impai+ed— dual sensory inpairnent; a

6| physical inpairment; a serious enotional disturbance,

7| including an enotional handi cap; a impaired—physiecatty

8| Hpat+red—enrptionalby—handicappeds specific | earning

9| disability, including, but not linted to, dyslexia,

10| dyscalculia, or developmental aphasia; a traumatic brain

11| injury; eisabled—hospitalized—or—horebound— or autism

12| autistie.

13 (2) SCHOLARSHI P ELIGBILITY.--The parent of a public
14| school student with a disability who is dissatisfied with the
15| student's progress may request and receive fromthe state a
16| John M MKay Schol arship for the child to enroll in and

17| attend a private school in accordance with this section if:
18 (a) By—assighred—school—attendance—-areca—or—by—speeial
19| asstgnrenrt— The student has spent the prior school year in
20| attendance at a Florida public school or the Florida Schoo
21| for the Deaf and the Blind. Prior school year in attendance
22| means that the student was.

23 1. Enrolled and reported by a school district for

24| funding during the precedi ng Cctober and February Florida

25| Education Finance Program surveys in kindergarten through

26| grade 12, which shall include tine spent in a Departnent of
27| Juvenile Justice commitnent programif funded under the

28| Elorida Education Finance Program or

29 2. Enrolled and reported by the Florida School for the
30| Deaf and the Blind during the preceding October and February
31| student nmenbership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12.
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2| However, this—paragraph—dees—not—apply+to a dependent child of
3| a menber of the United States Arned Forces who transfers to a
4] school in this state fromout of state or froma foreign

5| country pursuant to a parent's pernanent change of station

6| orders is exenpt fromthis paragraph but —A-dependent—ehitdof
7| a—+erber—ofthe UnitedStatesArned Forces—whotransfersto—a
8| seheol—inAthisstatefromout—of stateorfromaforelgn

9| eountry—pursuant—to—a parent—s—perranent—change—of statioen

10| erders nust neet all other eligibility requirements to

11| participate in the program

12 (b) The parent has obtai ned acceptance for adm ssion
13| of the student to a private school that is eligible for the

14| program under subsection (4) and has notified the schoo

15| district of the request for a scholarship at |east 60 days

16| prior to the date of the first scholarship paynment. The

17| parental notification nmust be through a conmunication directly
18| to the district or through the Departnment of Education to the
19| district in a manner that creates a witten or electronic
20| record of the notification and the date of receipt of the
21| notification.
22
23| Fhis—seetion—does—not—applyr+to A student who is enrolled in a
24| school operating for the purpose of providing educationa
25| services to youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice comntnment
26| programs shall not receive a John M MKay Schol arship during
27| the period of tinme that he or she is enrolled in such school
28| For purposes of continuity of educational choice, the
29| scholarship shall remain in force until the student returns to
30| a public school or graduates from high school. However, at any
31| time, the student's parent may renove the student fromthe

3
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 1152
26-883-06 See HB 75

1| private school and place the student in another private schoo
2| that is eligible for the program under subsection (4) or in a
3| public school as provided in subsection (3).

4 (6) SCHOLARSHI P FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -

5 (a)l. The maxi mum schol arship granted for an eligible
6| student with disabilities shall be a cal cul ated anmount

7| equivalent to the base student allocation in the Florida

8| Education Finance Program rmultiplied by the appropriate cost

9| factor for the educational programthat woul d have been

10| provided for the student in the district school to which he or
11| she was assigned, nmultiplied by the district cost

12| differenti al

13 2. In addition, a share of the guaranteed allocation
14| for exceptional students shall be determ ned and added to the
15| cal cul ated anount. The cal cul ation shall be based on the

16| met hodol ogy and the data used to cal cul ate the guaranteed

17| all ocation for exceptional students for each district in

18| chapter 2000-166, Laws of Florida. Except as provided in

19| subparagraphs subparagraph 3. and 4., the cal cul ation shall be
20| based on the student's grade, matrix |evel of services, and
21| the difference between the 2000- 2001 basi c program and the
22| appropriate |level of services cost factor, nultiplied by the
23| 2000-2001 base student allocation and the 2000-2001 district
24| cost differential for the sending district. Also, the
25| cal cul ated anount shall include the per-student share of
26| suppl enmental academ c instruction funds, instructiona
27| materials funds, technol ogy funds, and other categorical funds
28| as provided for such purposes in the General Appropriations
29| Act.
30 3. The calculated schol arship anount for a student who
31| has spent the prior school year in attendance at the Florida
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1| School for the Deaf and the Blind shall be calculated as

2| provided in subparagraphs 1. and 2. However, the calculation
3| shall be based on the school district in which the parent

4| resides at the tine of the scholarship request.

5 4.3— Until the school district conpletes the matrix

6| required by paragraph (3)(b), the calculation shall be based
7| on the matrix that assigns the student to support |evel | of
8| service as it existed prior to the 2000-2001 school year. Wen
9| the school district conpletes the matrix, the amount of the
10| paynent shall be adjusted as needed.

11 (b) The amunt of the John M MKay Schol arshi p shal
12| be the cal cul ated anmobunt or the amount of the private school's
13| tuition and fees, whichever is |less. The amount of any

14| assessnment fee required by the participating private schoo
15| may be paid fromthe total anmpunt of the scholarship
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28 (c)ée1. The school district shall report all students
29| who are attending a private school under this program The
30| students with disabilities attending private schools on John
31| M MKay Schol arshi ps shall be reported separately from ot her
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students reported for purposes of the Florida Education
Fi nance Program

2. For program participants who are eligible under

subparagraph (2)(a)2., the school district that is used as the

basis for the calculation of the schol arship anount as

provi ded in subparagraph (a)3. shall

a. Report to the departnent all such students who are

attending a private school under this program

b. Be held harm ess for such students fromthe

wei ghted enrollnent ceiling for group 2 progranms in s.

1011.62(1)(d)3.a. during the first school vyear in which the

students are reported.
(d)€e> Followi ng notification on July 1, Septenber 1,

Decenmber 1, or February 1 of the nunber of program

partici pants, the departnment ef—Edueatioen shall transfer, from
General Revenue funds only, the amount cal cul ated under

par agraph (b) fromthe school district's total funding
entitlenment under the Florida Education Finance Program and
fromauthorized categorical accounts to a separate account for
the schol arship program for quarterly disbursenent to the

parents of participating students. Funds may not be

transferred fromany funding provided to the Florida Schoo

for the Deaf and the Blind for program participants who are

eliqgible under subparagraph (2)(a)2. For a student exiting a

Departnent of Juvenile Justice conmmitnent program who chooses

to participate in the scholarship program the ampunt of the

John M MKay Schol arship cal cul ated pursuant to paragraph (b)

shall be transferred fromthe school district in which the

student | ast attended a public school prior to commtnent to

the Departnent of Juvenile Justice. When a student enters the

schol arshi p program the departnent ef—Edueatien must receive
6
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1| all docunentation required for the student's participation

2| including the private school's and student's fee schedul es, at
3| least 30 days before the first quarterly schol arship paynent

4| is made for the student. The Departnment of Educati on may not

5| make any retroactive paynents.

6 (e Upon proper docunentation reviewed and approved
7| by the Departnment of Education, the Chief Financial Oficer

8| shall nmake schol arship paynents in four equal amounts no |ater
9| than Septenber 1, Novenber 1, February 1, and April 15 of each
10| academ c year in which the scholarship is in force. The

11| initial paynent shall be nmade after Departnment of Education
12| verification of adm ssion acceptance, and subsequent paynents
13| shall be nade upon verification of continued enroll nent and
14| attendance at the private school. Payment mnust be by

15| individual warrant nmade payable to the student's parent and
16| mailed by the Departnment of Education to the private school of
17| the parent's choice, and the parent shall restrictively

18| endorse the warrant to the private school for deposit into the
19| account of the private school
20 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
21| | aw.
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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