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Fl orida Senate - 2006 SB 1352
By Senator Aronberg

27- 136A- 06
A Dbill to be entitled
An act relating to adult human and ani mal stem
cell research; establishing the Florida Gulf
Coast University Institute for Stem Cell
Bi ol ogy; providing the purpose of the
institute; providing an appropriation;

provi ding an effective date.

WHEREAS, an estimated 128 million Americans suffer from
the crippling econom ¢ and psychol ogi cal burden of chronic,
degenerative, and acute di seases and conditions, including
juvenil e diabetes, diabetes, cancer, cardiovascul ar di sease,
sickle cell disease, Alzheiner's disease, Parkinson's disease,
spinal cord injuries, birth defects, osteoporosis, severe burn
injuries, multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, and
HI V/ Al DS, and

WHEREAS, the costs of treatnent and | ost productivity
of these diseases and conditions in the United States
constitute hundreds of billions of dollars every year, and

WHEREAS, human stemcell research is a key area of
regenerative nedicine which offers i nmense pronise for
devel opi ng new nedi cal therapies and potential cures for these
debilitating di seases and conditions and a critical nmeans to
expl ore fundanental questions of biology, and

WHEREAS, the United States has historically been a
haven for open scientific inquiry and technol ogi ca
i nnovation, and this environment, conbined with the comm t nent
of public and private resources, has made this nation the
preem nent world | eader in bionmedicine and bi ot echnol ogy, and

WHEREAS, the biomedical industry is a critical and
growi ng conponent of Florida' s econony and woul d be
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significantly dinminished by limtations inposed on human stem
cell research, and

WHEREAS, open scientific inquiry and publicly funded
research will be essential to realizing the prom se of stem
cell research and maintaining this state's |eadership in
bi omedi ci ne and bi ot echnol ogy, and

WHEREAS, publicly funded adult stemcell research
conduct ed under established standards of open scientific
exchange, peer review, and public oversight, offers the nobst
timely, efficacious, and responsible neans of fulfilling the
prom se of stemcells to provide regenerative nedica
therapi es and to accel erate the devel opnent of new di agnostic
and prophylactic capabilities for the early detection of
debilitating, incurable diseases, and

WHEREAS, stemcell research, including the use of
enbryonic stemcells for medical research, raises significant
et hical and public policy concerns, and, although not unique,
the ethical and policy concerns associated with stem cel
research nust be carefully considered, and

WHEREAS, in 2004, 30 states proposed 78 bills relating
to stemcell research, and nine states enacted legislation to
approve state funding of this research, and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida, with its rich |egacy of
world | eadership in scientific research and di scovery, is
actively promoting the devel opnent of biotechnol ogy because of
its potentially great inportance to the state's econony as
well as the health of its residents, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature desires to foster research
that will advance the state of nedical and scientific
know edge, offer enornous potential to save human lives and
treat debilitating, incurable diseases, and allow the State of
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Florida to have a significant role in the enmergi ng bi onedi ca
technology field, to the benefit of all of its residents, NOW
THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Florida Gulf Coast University Institute for

Stem Cell Biology. --
(1) There is established the Florida Gulf Coast

University Institute for Stem Cell Biology under the

supervision of the university president or his or her

designee. The institute shall operate as a consortiumof state

uni versities. The consortiummay include, but is not limted

to, private universities, health care facilities, and

governnental entities.

(2) The purpose of the institute is to conduct stem

cell research involving adult human stemcells, unbilical cord

bl ood stemcells, or nodel animal stemcells that target the

devel opnent of platformtechnol ogies and capabilities for

novel therapies and di agnostics. The institute shall ensure

the rapid and seanl ess transition of basic and applied

research to clinical evaluation and commercialization.

Section 2. The sumof $32 nmillion is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Florida Gulf Coast University

to operate the institute during the 2006-2007 fiscal year and

to plan, construct, and equip a facility for the institute.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Est abl i shes the Florida Gulf Coast University Institute
for Stem Cell Biology. Provides the purpose of the
institute.
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