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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 1632

By Senator Bennett

21- 450C- 06

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to agency inspectors general
anmending s. 20.055, F.S.; deleting the
requi renent that investigations and inquiries
by inspectors general be free of perceived
i mpairments to their independence; requiring
provi si on of opportunity to challenge an
i nspector general's report; requiring
devel opnent of procedures to ensure conpliance
with requirenments applicable to inspector
general investigations; prescribing

applicability; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 20.055, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

20. 055 Agency inspectors general.--

(6)(a) In carrying out the investigative duties and
responsibilities specified in this section, each inspector
general shall initiate, conduct, supervise, and coordinate
i nvestigations designed to detect, deter, prevent, and
eradi cate fraud, waste, m smanagenent, m sconduct, and ot her
abuses in state governnent. For these purposes, each state
agency shal |

1. {2 Receive conplaints and coordinate all activities
of the agency as required by the Whistle-blower's Act pursuant
to ss. 112.3187-112. 31895.

2. by Receive and consider the conplaints which do not
nmeet the criteria for an investigation under the
Whi st | e-blower's Act and conduct, supervise, or coordinate
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such inquiries, investigations, or reviews as the inspector
general deens appropriate.

3.£{¢> Report expeditiously to the Departnment of Law
Enf orcenent or other | aw enforcenent agencies, as appropriate,
whenever the inspector general has reasonable grounds to
bel i eve there has been a violation of crimnal |aw

4. £ Conduct investigations and other inquiries free
of actual er—pereeived inpairnment to the i ndependence of the
i nspector general or the inspector general's office. This
shall include freedomfromany interference with
i nvestigations and tinely access to records and ot her sources
of information.

5.4 Subnmt in atinely fashion final reports on
i nvestigations conducted by the inspector general to the
agency head, except for whistle-blower's investigations, which
shall be conducted and reported pursuant to s. 112.3189.

6. Ensure a neaningful opportunity, including the

right to an inpartial hearing, to challenge findings,

concl usi ons, and recommendati ons contained in a report

resulting froman inquiry, investigation, audit, or review

before it is finalized and nade public in a witten response

to the findings, conclusions, and recommendati ons of the

i nspector general's final report, which response nust be

attached to the inspector general's final report and delivered

to any party requesting such report at the sane tinme the

report is delivered.

(b) Specific procedures by which all inspectors

general will fully inplenent this subsection shall be

devel oped by the Chief |Inspector General in the Executive

Ofice of the Governor. Devel opnent of initial procedures nust
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1| be conpleted within 120 days after this paragraph becones a

2| Law, but no later than Septenber 30, 2006.

3 Section 2. This act, except for this section and

4| paragraph 20.055(6)(b), Florida Statutes, created in section 1

5| which shall take effect upon this act becom ng a | aw, shal

6| take effect October 1, 2006.
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9 SENATE SUMVARY

10 Del etes a requirenent that a state agency inspector
general's investigations and inquiries be free of

11 percei ved i npairnment of independence. Requires that state
agenci es ensure opportunity to challenge an inspector

12 general's inquiry, investigation, audit, or review of an
agency or individual. Provides for devel opment of

13 procedures to ensure conpliance with requirenents

1 applicable to i nspector general investigations.
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