F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 171 2006
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to notification of next of kin; providing
3 a short title; creating s. 960.046, F.S.; requiring | aw
4 enforcenment agencies to notify the next of kin of
5 decedent s whose deaths occur in certain circumnmstances;
6 prescribing procedures to be followed wth respect to such
7 notification; requiring disciplinary action agai nst
8 officers who fail to make a required notification or who
9 fail to follow specified procedures for making such
10 notification; providing for notice of available victim
11 advocate and chapl ain services; providing an effective
12 dat e.
13
14| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15
16 Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Pardo- Aranbul
17| Act."
18 Section 2. Section 960.046, Florida Statutes, is created
19| to read:
20 960. 046 Deceased person's next of kin; contact
21| requirenents.--
22 (1) In addition to any other requirenent inposed by |aw
23| when the death of a hunan bei ng occurs, the state, county, or
24| nunicipal |aw enforcenent agency in the jurisdiction in which
25| the death occurred or the body was found that is taking the | ead
26| in the investigation shall, upon prelimnary deternm nation of
27| the cause of death, contact the decedent's next of kin when
28| there is:
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29 (a) Verifiable docunentation of the decedent's identity;

30 (b) Reason to believe that the decedent's death is unknown

31| to the next of kin; and

32 (c) Reason to believe that the decedent's death was a

33| result of:

34 1. Crimnal activity;

35 2. An accident;

36 3. Suicide;

37 4. A suspicious or unusual circunstance; or

38 5. Use of a controlled substance or poison.

39 (2) The following requirenents apply with respect to

40| notifications of next of kin under this section:

41 (a) Each attenpt at notification nmust be docunented in

42| witing, according to procedures established by the | aw

43| enforcenent agency nmaking the notification.
44 (b) Notification of the decedent's next of kin nust be

45| acconplished pronptly in such a manner as to cause the |east

46| disconfort possible to the person being notified.

47 (c) Notification of the decedent's next of kin nay be nade

48| only after approval of a supervisor or hom cide detective

49| designated by the | aw enforcenent agency for such purpose.

50 (d) Notification nust be nmade in person by a | aw

51| enforcenent officer assignhed to investigate the cause of the

52| decedent's death or by a supervisor designated by the | aw

53| enforcenent agency for such purpose.

54 (e) Each | aw enforcenent agency is responsible for

55| disciplining an enpl oyee who fails to conply with this section.

56 (f) If the decedent's next of kin was not notified within
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57| a reasonable tinme as required in this section, the designhated

58| supervisor or homicide detective of the responsible | aw

59| enforcenent agency shall provide a witten explanation of the

60| failure to the next of kin, along with a statenent of the

61| disciplinary action taken against the officer who failed to

62| provide such notification.

63 (g) A law enforcenent agency nay establish additional

64| procedures to inplenent this section.
65 (3) If the decedent's next of kinis not within the

66| jurisdiction in which death occurred or the body was found, the

67| |aw enforcenent agency responsi ble for maki ng the notification

68| shall forward notice of the decedent's death to a | aw

69| enforcenent agency having jurisdiction over where the next of

70| kin is |located. The notice shall be acconpanied by a request for

71| that agency to contact the next of kin imediately, provide them

72| with any infornmation about victimadvocate and chapl ain services

73| supplied under subsection (4), and give witten notification to

74| the requesting | aw enforcenent agency as to how and when the

75| notification has been done. If the requesting agency has not

76| heard fromthe notifying agency within 24 hours, it shall follow

77| up with a tel ephone call.

78 (4) If the decedent's next of kin are within the

79| jurisdiction in which death occurred or the body was found, the

80| | aw enforcenent agency notifying the next of kin shall, if

81| victimadvocate and chaplain services are avail abl e, provide

82| information to those being notified on how the decedent's next

83| of kin nay use such services. |If the decedent's next of kin are

84| not within the jurisdiction in which death occurred or the body
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85| was found, the | aw enforcenent agency forwardi ng i nfornation
86| under subsection (3) shall, if victim advocate and chapl ai n
87| services are available to the decedent's next of kinin the
88| jurisdiction in which death occurred or the body was found,
89| include informati on on how the decedent's next of kin nmay use
90| such services.
91 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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