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Fl orida Senate - 2006 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 172
Bar code 582134
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm WD
02/ 15/ 2006 09: 32 AM

The Conmittee on Children and Families (Lynn) recomended the

foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 39.812, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

39.812 Postdisposition relief; petition for
adoption. - -

(5)(a) The petition for adoption nust be filed in the
division of the circuit court which entered the judgnent
term nating parental rights, unless a notion for change of
venue is granted pursuant to s. 47.122. A copy of the consent
executed by the departnent as required under s. 63.062(7) nmnust
be attached to the petition, unless the court determ nes that
such consent is being unreasonably wi thheld and provided that
the petitioner has filed with the court a favorable
prelimnary adoptive hone study performed by a |icensed
chi |l d-pl aci ng agency, a child-iaring agency regi stered under
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s. 409.176, or a licensed professional or agency described in
s. 61.20(2). The petition rmust be acconpanied by a form
provi ded by the departnent which details the social and
medi cal history of the child and each parent and includes the
soci al security nunber and date of birth for each parent, if
such information is avail able or readily obtainable. The
person seeking to adopt the child may not file a petition for
adoption until the judgnent term nating parental rights
becormes final. An adoption proceeding under this subsection is
governed by chapter 63, as limted under s. 63.037.

(b) Any person who is otherwi se barred from adopting a

child under s. 63.042, may adopt a child if the court finds,

by clear and convincing evidence, that:

1. The child has been in foster care for 2 vears or

nore;

2. The child resides with the person proposing to

adopt the child;

3. The child recogni zes the person as the child's

par ent ;

4. Ganting the child permanency in the hone of the

person proposing to adopt the child is nore inportant to the

child' s devel opnental and psychol ogi cal needs than nmi ntaini ng

the child in a tenporary placenent or foster care; and

5. The best interests of the child will be served by

approving the adoption. In determining the best interests of

the child, the court shall consider any reconmmendati on nade by

the district adm nistrator of the Departnment of Children and

Fanmily Services and the director of the contracted

communi ty- based care | ead agency in the service area in which

the child resides.
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Thi s paragraph shall stand repealed July 1, 2011, unless

reviewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by the

Leqi sl ature.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============

And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
ADbill to be entitled

An act relating to adoption; anending s.
39.812, F.S.; providing that a person who is
otherwi se not eligible to adopt a child under
ch. 63, F.S., is eligible to be an adoptive
parent if the person neets certain specified
criteria; requiring the court to find that the
person satisfies the eligibility criteria by
cl ear and convi ncing evi dence; providing for
future legislative review and repeal; providing

an effective date.
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