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l. Summary:

This bill requires afacility with more than one accessible parking space to set aside at |east 25
percent, but no fewer than one space, for the exclusive use of persons who have a disabled
parking permit and require extra room to deploy a mobility or other device to enter or exit the
vehicle. These spaces must be posted with asign stating “VANS OR VEHICLES WITH
ATTACHED WHEELCHAIR DEVICES’ and stating the penalty for illegal use of the space.
This bill provides that a person who illegally parks in a space dedicated to vehicles with attached
wheelchair devicesis subject to afine of $500.

This bill amends section 553.5041 of the Florida Statutes.
Present Situation:

Section 553.5041, F.S., provides the criteriafor parking spaces for persons who have disabilities.
If parking spaces are provided as self-parking for employees or visitors, accessible spaces must
be included in these parking areas.* These accessible spaces shall be designed and marked for the
exclusive use of individuals who have a severe physical disability and have permanent or
temporary mobility problems and who have been issued a disabled parking permit.? The number
of accessible parking spaces must comply with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act
Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) 4.1 and include:

! Section 553.5041(3), F.S.
2 Section 553.5041(3), F.S.
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e One accessible parking space in the immediate vicinity of a publicly-owned or |eased
building that houses a governmental entity if public parking is not provided on the
premises.

e One accessible parking space for each 150 metered on-street parking spaces provided by
state agencies and political subdivisions.

e Additional parking spaces for persons with disabilities based on a demonstrated and
documented need.?

Parking access aisles must be no less than 5 feet wide and must be part of an accessible routeto a
building.* Each accessible parking space must be no |ess than 12 feet wide and must be located
on an accessible route that is no less than 44 inches wide so that users do not have to walk or
wheel behind parked vehicles.> Also, each parking space is required to be prominently outlined
with blue paint to be clearly distinguishable as a parking space designated for persons who have
disabilities.® These spaces must also be posted with a permanent sign at least 84 inches above the
ground to the bottom of the sign. The sign shall display the international symbol of accessibility
and the caption “PARKING BY DISABLED PERMIT ONLY.” A sign erected after October 1,
1996, must also state the penalty for illegal use of the space.” These signs must also comply with
ADAAG 4.30.

The federal ADAAG requires onein every eight accessible spaces to be “van accessible.”® These
spaces must provide minimum vertical clearance of 98 inches at the parking space and along at
least one vehicle access route to the space.” These spaces must be marked with a sign that
displays the symbol of accessibility and the caption “Van-Accessible.”® The ADAAG Appendix
4.6.3 discusses the width specifications for van accessible parking spaces. The increasing use of
vans with side- mounted lifts or ramps by persons with disabilities resulted in revisionsin
specifications for parking spaces and adjacent access aisles. Typically, an accessible parking
space is 8 feet wide with an adjacent 5 feet-wide access aidle. These measurements are not
sufficient to permit lifts or ramps to be deployed and still leave room for a person using a
wheelchair or other mobility aid to exit the lift platform or ramp. The "van accessible" parking
space in the ADAAG requires an 8 foot-wide space with an 8-foot wide adjacent access aisle
which is wide enough to maneuver and exit from a side mounted lift. The federal ADAAG states
that asign is needed to aert van users to the presence of the wider aisle, but the space is not
intended to be restricted only to vans.* The ADAAG does not supersede state or local laws that
provide greater or equal benefit to individuals with disabilities.

3 Section 553.5041(4), F.S.

* Section 553.5041(5)(c)1., F.S.
® Section 553.5041(5), F.S.

® Section 553.5041(6), F.S.

7 Section 553.5041(6), F.S.

8 See ADAAG 4.1.2(5)(b).

° See ADAAG 4.6.5.

19 50 ADAAG 4.6.4.

! see ADAAG Appendix 4.6.3
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. Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 amends s. 553.5041, F.S., to require afacility with more than one accessible parking
space to set aside at least 25 percent, but no fewer than one space, for the exclusive use of
persons who have a disabled parking permit and require extraroom to deploy a mobility or other
device to enter or exit the vehicle. These spaces that provide extraroom must be posted with a
sign stating “VANS OR VEHICLES WITH ATTACHED WHEELCHAIR DEVICES’ and
stating the penalty for illegal use of the space. This bill provides that a person who illegally parks
in a space dedicated to vehicles with attached wheelchair devicesis subject to afine of $500.

Section 2 provides the act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

There may be costs associated with configuring parking spaces designated for persons
with disabilities to accommodate a larger space(s) for vans or vehicles with attached
wheelchair devices.

C. Government Sector Impact:

Some governmental entities may incur costs associated with configuring parking spaces
designated for persons with disabilities to accommodate a larger space(s) for vans or
vehicles with attached wheelchair devices.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:

None.
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VII. Related Issues:

None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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VIIl.  Summary of Amendments:

None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ s introducer or the Florida Senate.




