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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. SB 2050
Bar code 422358

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Banking and | nsurance (Garcia) recomended

the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 5, line 30, through

page 6, line 25, delete those lines

and insert:

Section 2. Subsection (28) is added to section
409. 811, Florida Statutes, to read:

409.811 Definitions relating to Florida KidCare
Act.--As used in ss. 409.810-409.820, the term

(28) "Maxi num.incone threshol d' neans a percentage of

the current federal poverty |level used to deternine

eligibility for certain program conponents, as approved by

federal wai ver or state plan amendnent. The agency shall seek

federal approval of the highest nmaxi num.incone threshold

al |l oned by the Federal Governnent up to 300 percent of the

current federal poverty level. Until such federal approval is

granted, the threshold shall be 200 percent of the current

federal poverty |level or the highest threshold all owed under
1
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current federal waiver authority.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
409. 8132, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

409. 8132 Medi ki ds program conmponent . - -

(6) ELIGBILITY.--

(a) A child who has attained the age of 1 year but who
is under the age of 5 years is eligible to enroll in the
Medi ki ds program conmponent of the Florida KidCare program if
the child is a nenber of a famly that has a famly incone
whi ch exceeds the Medicaid applicable incone |evel as

specified in s. 409.903, but which is equal to or below the

maxi mum i ncome threshold 2086—percent—of—the—eurrent—Federal
peverty—tevel. In deternining the eligibility of such a

child, an assets test is not required. A child who is eligible

for Medikids may elect to enroll in Florida Healthy Kids
coverage or enpl oyer-sponsored group coverage. However, a
child who is eligible for Medi kids may participate in the
Florida Healthy Kids programonly if the child has a sibling
participating in the Florida Healthy Kids program and the
child' s county of residence pernmits such enroll ment.

Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 409.8134, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

409. 8134 Program enrol |l nent and expenditure
ceilings.--

(2) The Florida KidCare program may conduct enrol | ment
at any tine throughout the year for the purpose of enrolling
children eligible for all program conponents listed in s.

409. 813 except Medicaid. The four Florida KidCare

adm nistrators shall work together to ensure that the
year-round enrol |l ment period is announced statew de. Eligible
children shall be enrolled on a first-cone, first-served basis
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using the date the enroll ment application is received.
Enrol | ment shall inmediately cease when the enrollnment ceiling
is reached. Year-round enrollnment shall only be held if the
Soci al Services Estimating Conference determ nes that
sufficient federal and state funds will be available to
finance the increased enrollnment for as long as federa

funding is avail able threugh—federal—Fseatl—year—260#. Any

i ndi vidual who is not enrolled nust reapply by submitting a

new application. The application for the Florida KidCare
program shall be valid for a period of 120 days after the date
it was received. At the end of the 120-day period, if the
appl i cant has not been enrolled in the program the
application shall be invalid and the applicant shall be
notified of the action. The applicant may resubnmit the
application after notification of the action taken by the
program Except for the Medicaid program whenever the Socia
Services Estimating Conference determ nes that there are
presently, or will be by the end of the current fiscal year
insufficient funds to finance the current or projected
enrollment in the Florida KidCare program all additiona
enrol | ment must cease and additional enrollnent may not resune
until sufficient funds are available to finance such
enrol | nent.

Section 5. Section 409.814, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

409.814 Eligibility.--A child who has not reached 19
years of age whose fanmly incone is equal to or bel ow the

maxi mum i ncome threshold 2086—percent—of—thefederal——poverty
tevel is eligible for the Florida KidCare program as provided

in this section. For enrollnment in the Children's Medica
Services Network, a conplete application includes the nedica
3
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or behavioral health screening. If, subsequently, an
i ndividual is determined to be ineligible for coverage, he or
she nust i mediately be disenrolled fromthe respective
Fl ori da Ki dCare program conponent.

(1) Achild who is eligible for Medicaid coverage
under s. 409.903 or s. 409.904 nust be enrolled in Medicaid
and is not eligible to receive health benefits under any ot her
heal th benefits coverage authorized under the Florida KidCare
program

(2) Achild who is not eligible for Medicaid, but who
is eligible for the Florida KidCare program mnay obtain health
benefits coverage under any of the other components listed in
s. 409.813 if such coverage is approved and available in the
county in which the child resides. However, a child who is
eligible for Medikids may participate in the Florida Healthy
Kids programonly if the child has a sibling participating in
the Florida Healthy Kids programand the child's county of
resi dence pernits such enroll nment.

(3) Achild who is eligible for the Florida KidCare
programwho is a child with special health care needs, as
determ ned through a nedi cal or behavioral screening
instrument, is eligible for health benefits coverage from and
shall be referred to the Children's Medical Services Network.

(4) The following children are not eligible to receive
prem um assi stance for health benefits coverage under the
Fl orida KidCare program except under Medicaid if the child
woul d have been eligible for Medicaid under s. 409.903 or s.
409. 904 as of June 1, 1997:

(a) Achild who is eligible for coverage under a state
heal th benefit plan on the basis of a famly menber's
enpl oyment with a public agenci in the state.
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(b) Achild who is currently eligible for or covered
under a famly nenmber's group health benefit plan or under
ot her enpl oyer health insurance coverage, excluding coverage
provi ded under the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation as
establ i shed under s. 624.91, provided that the cost of the
child's participation is not greater than 5 percent of the
fam ly's income. This provision shall be applied during
redeterm nation for children who were enrolled prior to July
1, 2004. These enrollees shall have 6 nmonths of eligibility
followi ng redeternmination to allow for a transition to the
ot her health benefit plan

(c) A child who is seeking prem um assi stance for the
Fl orida Ki dCare programthrough enpl oyer-sponsored group
coverage, if the child has been covered by the sane enpl oyer's
group coverage during the 6 nonths prior to the famly's
submitting an application for determination of eligibility
under the program

(d) Achild who is an alien, but who does not neet the
definition of qualified alien, in the United States.

(e) Achild who is an inmate of a public institution
or a patient in an institution for nental diseases.

(f) A child who has had his or her coverage in an
enpl oyer - sponsored health benefit plan voluntarily canceled in
the Iast 6 nonths, except those children who were on the
waiting list prior to March 12, 2004.

(g) Achild who is otherwise eligible for KidCare and
who has a preexisting condition that prevents coverage under
anot her insurance plan as described in paragraph (b) which
woul d have disqualified the child for KidCare if the child
were able to enroll in the plan shall be eligible for KidCare
coverage when enroll nent is possible.
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(5) A child whose fam |y inconme is above the maxi num

incomre threshold 266—percent—of—thefederal—povertytevet or a

child who is excluded under the provisions of subsection (4)

may participate in the Florida KidCare program excluding the
Medi cai d program but is subject to the follow ng provisions:

(a) The family is not eligible for prenium assistance
paynments and nust pay the full cost of the prem um including
any adm ni strative costs.

(b) The agency is authorized to place limts on
enrol l ment in Medikids by these children in order to avoid
adverse sel ection. The nunber of children participating in
Medi ki ds whose fam |y incone exceeds the maxi mum incomne

threshold 280—percent—of—thefederal—poverty—tevet nmust not

exceed 10 percent of total enrollees in the Medikids program

(c) The board of directors of the Florida Healthy Kids
Corporation is authorized to place limts on enrollnent of
these children in order to avoid adverse selection. In
addition, the board is authorized to offer a reduced benefit
package to these children in order to limt programcosts for
such famlies. The number of children participating in the
Fl orida Heal thy Kids program whose fam |y incone exceeds the

maxi mum i ncome threshold 2086—percent—of—thefederal——poverty

tevel nmust not exceed 10 percent of total enrollees in the

Fl ori da Heal thy Kids program

(d) Children described in this subsection are not
counted in the annual enrollnent ceiling for the Florida
Ki dCare program

(6) Once a child is enrolled in the Florida KidCare
program the child is eligible for coverage under the program
for 12 nmonths wi thout a redeterm nation or reverification of
eligibility, if the famly continues to pay the applicable
4:42 PM 03/ 20/ 06 ° s2050c- bi 40-j 02
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premum Eligibility for program components funded through
Title XXI of the Social Security Act shall term nate when a
child attains the age of 19. Effective January 1, 1999, a
child who has not attained the age of 5 and who has been
determ ned eligible for the Medicaid programis eligible for
coverage for 12 nonths without a redeterm nation or
reverification of eligibility.

(7) Wen determining or reviewing a child's
eligibility under the Florida KidCare program the applicant
shal | be provided with reasonable notice of changes in
eligibility which may affect enrollnent in one or nore of the
program conponents. \Wen a transition from one program
conponent to another is authorized, there shall be cooperation
bet ween t he program conponents and the affected fam |y which
pronotes continuity of health care coverage. Any authorized
transfers nmust be managed within the program s overal
appropriated or authorized | evels of funding. Each conponent
of the program shall establish a reserve to ensure that
transfers between conponents will be acconplished within
current year appropriations. These reserves shall be revi ewed
by each convening of the Social Services Estinmating Conference
to determ ne the adequacy of such reserves to neet actua
experi ence.

(8) In deternmining the eligibility of a child, an
assets test is not required. Each applicant shall provide
witten docunmentation during the application process and the
redeterm nati on process, including, but not Iimted to, the
fol |l owi ng:

(a) Proof of famly income, which nust include a copy
of the applicant's nost recent federal incone tax return. In
t he absence of a federal income tax return, an applicant may
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submt wages and earnings statenents (pay stubs), W2 forns,
or other appropriate docunents.

(b) A statenent fromall fam |y nenbers that:

1. Their enployer does not sponsor a health benefit
pl an for enpl oyees; or

2. The potential enrollee is not covered by the
enpl oyer -sponsored health benefit plan because the potentia
enrollee is not eligible for coverage, or, if the potentia
enrollee is eligible but not covered, a statement of the cost
to enroll the potential enrollee in the enpl oyer-sponsored
heal th benefit plan.

(9) Subject to paragraph (4)(b) ant——s—624-94(3), the
Fl orida KidCare program shall wi thhold benefits from an
enrollee if the program obtains evidence that the enrollee is
no | onger eligible, submtted incorrect or fraudul ent
information in order to establish eligibility, or failed to
provide verification of eligibility. The applicant or enrollee
shall be notified that because of such evidence program
benefits will be withheld unless the applicant or enrollee
contacts a designated representative of the programby a
specified date, which nust be within 10 days after the date of
notice, to discuss and resolve the matter. The program shal
nmake every effort to resolve the matter within a tinmefrane
that will not cause benefits to be withheld froman eligible
enrol | ee.

(10) The followi ng individuals may be subject to
prosecution in accordance with s. 414. 39:

(a) An applicant obtaining or attenpting to obtain
benefits for a potential enrollee under the Florida KidCare
program when t he applicant knows or shoul d have known t he
potential enrollee does not quglify for the Florida KidCare
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program

(b) An individual who assists an applicant in
obtaining or attenpting to obtain benefits for a potentia
enrol |l ee under the Florida KidCare program when the individua
knows or shoul d have known the potential enrollee does not
qualify for the Florida KidCare program

Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
409. 818, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

409.818 Adm nistration.--In order to inplenent ss.
409. 810- 409. 820, the foll ow ng agenci es shall have the
foll owi ng duties:

(1) The Departnent of Children and Family Services
shal I :

(a) Develop a simplified eligibility application

system including the use of nmail-in forms and el ectronic

informati on i ntake nethods, mit—+naFfoermto be used for

determining the eligibility of children for coverage under the
Florida KidCare program in consultation with the agency, the
Departnent of Health, and the Florida Healthy Kids
Corporation. The sinmplified eligibility application system
ferm nust include an itemthat provides an opportunity for the
applicant to indicate whether coverage is being sought for a
child with special health care needs. Famlies applying for
children's Medicaid coverage nmust al so be able to use the
sinplified application formw thout having to pay a prem um

1. The departnent shall forward the famly's

application information, together wi th acconpanyi ng

docunentation, if any, to the Florida Healthy Kids

Cor poration, and such application information and docunments

shal |l be processed for KidCare programenroll nment by the

Florida Healthy Kids Corporation in accordance wth
9
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eligibility criteria then in effect, without requiring the

applicant to submit a separate application for the KidCare

program
2. A child shall be enrolled in the KidCare programif

the child is determined to be eligible for KidCare enroll nment

and the family agrees to pay the KidCare program pren uns, as

applicabl e.
Section 7. Section 409.8195, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

409.8195 Marketing.--

(1) Participating health insurance plans nmay devel op

advertising and outreach naterials and participate in outreach

activities such as health fairs and other public events, as

approved by the entity responsible for outreach, for the

pur pose of educating famlies about the benefits of the

Florida KidCare program and contacting fanilies when they are

disenrolled fromor found ineligible for the Medicaid program

and at the tine of redeterninations for both Medicaid and

Ki dCare prograns.

(2) In all counties where there is nore than one

Heal thy Kids health insurance plan available, famlies shal

have a choice of health insurance plans. If a famly does not

choose a health insurance plan, the corporation will assign

children to a health insurance pl an

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

| aw.

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is amended as fol | ows:
On page 1, lines 11-13, delete those lines
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and insert:

contribution; anending s. 409.811, F.S.
defining the term "maxi nruminconme threshold";
amendi ng s. 409.8132, F.S.; revising
eligibility requirements for the Medikids
program conponent of the Florida KidCare
program anending s. 409.8134, F.S.; revising
restrictions on enrollnment in the Florida

Ki dCare program anending s. 409.814, F.S.
revising eligibility requirenents for the

Fl orida KidCare programwhich relate to nmaxi num
i ncome |l evels; conforming a cross-reference;
amending s. 409.818, F.S.; revising duties of
t he Departnment of Children and Family Services
relating to administration of the Florida

Ki dCare Act; creating s. 409.8195, F.S.

al l owi ng participating health insurance pl ans
to devel op advertising and conduct outreach to
educate fam|ies about the Florida KidCare
program requiring famlies to have a choice of
Heal thy Kids health insurance plans if nore
than one such plan is available in the county;

providing an effective date.
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