Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2142

By Senators Bullard and W1 son

39- 665- 06

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to mnority construction

3 enterprises; creating s. 288.7055, F.S.

4 creating the Mnority Contractors Technica

5 Assi stance Grant Programto be adnini stered by
6 t he Departnent of Managenment Services;

7 providing |legislative intent; providing the

8 duties and responsibilities of the departnent;
9 requiring technical assistance grant recipients
10 to intensify efforts to increase the nunber of
11 mnority enterprises in certain construction

12 and construction-related projects; requiring

13 technical grant recipients to provide

14 educational and technical assistance to new and
15 existing mnority construction enterprises;

16 provi di ng exanpl es of technical assistance and
17 educational services to be offered to minority
18 construction enterprises; specifying

19 responsi bilities of technical assistance grant
20 reci pients; requiring each grant recipient to
21 prepare a report detailing the performance of
22 each minority construction enterprise receiving
23 assistance fromthe grant recipient; specifying
24 the contents of the report; requiring each
25 grant recipient to provide for a financia
26 audit each year; requiring the Departnent of
27 Management Services to sunmmarize the reports
28 and subnit the summary to the Governor and the
29 Legi sl ature; providing an appropriation
30 provi ding an effective date.
31
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Section 288.7055, Florida Statutes, is

4| created to read

5 288.7055 Mnority Contractors Technical Assistance

6| Grant Program creation; admnistration.--

7 (1) Effective July 1, 2006, there is created the

8| Mnority Contractors Technical Assistance Grant Programto be
9| adnministered by the Departnment of Managenment Services.

10 (2) The Legislature finds that there is a need for

11| minority construction enterprises to devel op and execute a

12| viable, economically sound business plan and to inprove

13| operational capacity. The Legislature further finds that such
14| contractors need technical assistance and support to devel op
15| and strengthen their capacities in order to expand and provide
16| enpl oynent opportunities. The Leqgislature intends that the

17| Mnority Contractors Technical Assistance Grant Program

18| support local organizations that will provide the needed

19| assistance and expertise to minority construction enterprises.
20 (3) The Department of Managenment Services shall

21 (a) Publicize the availability of funds and the nethod
22| by which a person or organization may subnit an application
23| for a nminority contractors technical assistance grant.

24 (b) Develop a quality assurance process to nonitor the
25| quality of educational and technical assistance services

26| delivered to mnority contractor enterprises by recipients of
27| a technical assistance grant.

28 (c) Provide technical assistance, as requested, to the
29| minority contractors technical assistance grant recipients.
30 (d) Develop uniformdata-reporting requirenents for

31| econom c devel opnent progress nmade in areas served by a grant
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recipient in order to evaluate the performance of the projects

of the grant recipient.

(e) 1In cooperation with each grant recipient,

coordinate with public and private universities and coll eges

to inprove access for mnority contractor enterprises to

prof essional staff in order to broaden the scope of expertise

available to mnority construction enterprises.

(f) Ensure that appropriations fromthe Legislature

which are paid to a grant recipient are used by the grant

recipient in the manner and ampunt prescribed by the

Leqgi sl ature.

(4) FEach technical assistance grant recipient shall

(a) Intensify efforts to increase the nunber of

nmnority enterprises in construction and construction-rel ated

projects, with enphasis on construction projects financed by

federal , state, or local governnents.

(b) Inits efforts to increase the nunber of ninority

construction enterprises, provide educational and technica

assistance to new and existing mnority construction

enterprises in order to enabl e di sadvantaged business firns to

devel op _sound construction business practices. The educationa

and technical assistance nust include, but need not be linted

to:

1. Bonding and capital assistance.

2. Leveraging financing from banking institutions.

3. Preparation and subnission of construction-bid
packages.

4. Prebid services for planning, permitting, and
pur chasi ng.

5. Postbid award services for production schedul es,

paynent requisitions, and di spute resol ution.
3
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(c) Wrk with Enterprise Florida, Inc.; the Florida

Bl ack Business | nvestnent Board, Inc.; state, municipal, and

county governnents; and | ocal econoni c _devel opnent

organi zations to pronpte the retention and expansi on of

existing mnority construction enterprises and to pronpte the

formation and recruitnent of new nminority construction firns.

(d) Facilitate the formation of mnority construction

enterprises in communities that are not currently served by

such enterprises and establish, in conmmunities that are not

currently served by an existing minority construction

enterprise, nenpranda of understanding with |ocal financia

institutions that will provide | oan gquarantees for |oans to

mnority construction enterprises.

(e) Devel op nenoranda of understanding with the

Departnment of Education, the Departnment of Transportation, the

Departnment of Community Affairs, and the Departnent of

Managenent Services, as well as with Wirkforce Florida, |Inc.

and the State Board of FEducation, detailing efforts of commpn

interest and coll aborations to expand m nority construction

busi ness devel opnent .

(f) Prepare an annual report detailing the performnce

of each nminority construction enterprise receiving assistance

froma grant recipient, addressing the nunber of |obs created

or_retained, success and failure rates anpng recipients of

techni cal assistance, and the anpunt of funds | everaged from

public and private sources.

(q) Provide for an annual financial audit as defined

ins. 11.45, Florida Statutes, of its accounts and records by

an_i ndependent certified public accountant. The audit report

shall be filed with the Departnent of Mainagenent Services no

later than 6 nonths after the end of the fiscal year of the
4
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state. The departnent shall summarize the reports of al

recipients no later than 6 nonths after receipt of the

financial audits and shall submt the summry to the Governor

the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the Auditor General.

(5) A mnority contractors technical assistance grant

shall be in effect for 1 year and may be renewed for

addi tional years upon application to and approval by the

departnment, subject to nmeeting quality standards and outcones

and subject to the availability of funds.

(6) The departnent may adopt rules necessary to

adnm nister this section.

Section 2. The sumof $2 nmillion is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund for the purpose of inplenenting this
act _during the 2006-2007 fiscal vyear
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

R I R R R O S S R

SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Mnority Contractors Technical Assistance
Grant Programto be adm nistered by the Departnent of
Management Services. Provides the duties and
responsibilities of the department. Requires technica
assistance grant recipients to intensify efforts to

i ncrease the nunber of mnority enterprises in certain
construction and construction-rel ated projects. Requires
technical grant recipients to provide educational and
techni cal assistance to new and existing mnority
construction enterprises. Provides exanpl es of technica
assi stance and educati onal services to be offered to
mnority construction enterprises. Requires each grant
recipient to prepare a report detailing the performance
of each mnority construction enterprise receiving
assistance fromthe grant recipient. Provides an
appropriation.
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