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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2252
By Senator Webster

9-1179-06 See HB
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to district school boards;
creating s. 1001.364, F.S.; providing for an
alternate procedure for the election of a
district school board chair in any schoo
district that does not have a district schoo
board menmber elected at large; requiring a
ref erendum and providing requirenents for
subm tting such referendumto the el ectors;
creating s. 1001.365, F.S.; providing for
resolution of a tie vote by the district schoo
board chair and district school board nmenbers;
anendi ng s. 1001.371, F.S., relating to
organi zation of district school boards, to

conform providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1001.364, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

1001.364 Alternate procedure for election of district

school board chair. --

(1) The district school board chair shall be el ected

in accordance with the provisions of s. 1001.371 unless a

proposition calling for the district school board chair to be

el ected as an additional school board menber by districtw de

vote is submitted to and approved by a mpjority of the

qualified electors voting on such proposition in the manner

provided in subsection (2).

(2) A proposition calling for the district schoo

board chair to be elected by districtwi de vote shall be
1
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subm tted to the electors of the school district at any

prinmary, general, or otherwi se-called special election in

either of the follow ng nmanners:

(a) The district school board nay adopt a fornal

resolution directing that the proposition be placed on the

bal l ot; or

(b) The electors of the school district may petition

to have the proposition placed on the ballot by presenting to

the district school board petitions signed by not |ess than 10

percent of the duly qualified electors residing within the

school district. The nunber of signatures required shall be

determ ned by the supervisor of elections according to the

nunber of reqgistered electors in the school district as of the

date the petitioning electors register as a politica

committee as provided in subsection (3).

(3) The electors petitioning to have the proposition

placed on the ballot shall reqgister as a political conmttee

pursuant to s. 106.03, and a specific person shall be

designated therein as chair of the conmmttee to act for the

commi ttee.

(4) FEach petition formcirculated shall include the

foll owi ng wording

As a reqgistered elector of the school district

of County, Florida, | ampetitioning for a

ref erendum el ection to deternm ne whether the

district school board chair shall be el ected by

districtw de vote.

The petition shall also include space for the signature and

address of the elector. Each signature obtained shall be dated
2
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when made and is valid for a period of 4 years after that

dat e.

(5) Upon the filing of the petitions with the district

school board by the chair of the commttee, the district

school board shall submt the petitions to the supervisor of

el ections for verification of the signatures. Wthin a period

of not nmore than 30 days., the supervisor of elections shal

det erm ne whether the petitions contain the required nunber of

valid signatures. The supervisor of elections shall be paid by

the comm ttee seeking verification the sumof 10 cents for

each signature checked.

(6) |If it is determ ned that the petitions have the

requi red signatures, the supervisor of elections shall certify

the petitions to the district school board, which shall adopt

a formal resolution requesting that an el ection date be set to

conformto the earliest primary, general, or otherw se-called

special election that occurs not |less than 30 days after

certification of the petitions. |If it is deternm ned that the

petitions do not contain the required signatures, the

supervi sor _of elections shall so notify the district schoo

board, which shall file the petitions w thout taking further

action, and the matter shall be at an end. No additiona

signatures may be added to the petitions, and the petitions

may not be used in any other proceeding.

(7) No special election may be called for the sole

pur pose of presenting the proposition to the vote of the

el ectors.

(8) Any school district adopting the proposition set

forth in this section may thereafter return to the procedure

ot herwi se provided by law by follow ng the same procedure

outlined in subsection (2).
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1 (9) If a proposition subnmitted to the electors under

2| subsection (2) calling for the district school board chair to
3| be elected by districtwide vote is approved by vote of the

4| qualified electors, the office of district school board chair
5| shall be filled at the next general election

6 (10) The vice chair of the district school board shal
7| be elected by the nenbers of the district school board as

8| provided in s. 1001.371

9 (11) This section does not apply to school districts
10| with district school board menbers elected at |arge.

11 Section 2. Section 1001.365, Florida Statutes, is

12| created to read:

13 1001.365 Votes by district school board chair and

14| district school board nenbers.--Unless otherw se provided by
15| law, in the event of a tie vote of the district school board
16| chair and district school board menbers acting in any

17| capacity, the side on which the district school board chair
18| voted shall be deened to prevail. For purposes of any vote of
19| the district school board chair and district school board

20| nenbers acting in any capacity, action taken pursuant to that
21| side of a tie vote on which the district school board chair
22| voted satisfies the requirenent that action be taken by a
23|"mmjority" vote or a "sinple mpjority" vote

24 Section 3. Section 1001.371, Florida Statutes, is

25| anmended to read:

26 1001.371 Organization of district school board.--0On
27| the third Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber of each
28| year, the district school board shall organize by electing a
29| chair. It may elect a vice chair, and the district schoo

30| superintendent shall act ex officio as the secretary. If a
31| vacancy should occur in the position of chair, the district

4
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1| school board shall proceed to elect a chair at the next

2| ensuing regular or special neeting. At the organization

3| neeting, the district school superintendent shall act as chair
4| until the organization is conpleted. The chair and secretary
5| shall then make and sign a copy of the proceedi ngs of

6| organization, including the schedule for regular neetings and
7| the nanmes and addresses of all district school officers, and
8| annex their affidavits that the same is a true and correct

9| copy of the original, and the secretary shall file the

10| document within 2 weeks with the Departnment of Education. This
11| section does not apply to any school district with a district
12| school board chair who is elected by districtw de vote.

13 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006
14
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