Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2310

By Senators W son and Fasano

33-1000- 06

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Statew de

3 Advocacy Council; anending s. 402.164, F.S.

4 redefining the terma "client" to include a

5 child, juvenile, or youth; redefining the term
6 "client services" to include services that are
7 provided to a client by a service provider

8 licensed or regulated by the state; anmending s.
9 402.165, F.S.; transferring the Florida

10 St at ewi de Advocacy Council fromthe Executive
11 O fice of the Governor to the Departnent of

12 Legal Affairs; providing for the appointnent of
13 menbers to the statew de council; providing

14 criteria for appointnent to the council

15 provi di ng procedures by which the Attorney

16 General may fill a vacancy on the statew de

17 council; requiring the Attorney General to

18 sel ect an executive director for the statew de
19 council; requiring the executive director to
20 prepare a budget for submi ssion to the
21 Legi sl ature; providing for notice for tel ephone
22 conference calls; anmending s. 402.166, F.S.
23 requiring that local councils operate within
24 areas approved by the Attorney Ceneral
25 providing for the inclusion on the |oca
26 council of persons who have experience in
27 soci al services and | aw enforcenent; providing
28 procedures by which the Attorney General may
29 fill vacancies on a local council; anmending s.
30 402.167, F.S.; requiring each state agency
31 providing client services to ensure that al
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1 contract providers, including subcontractors,

2 are inforned of the powers, duties, and

3 responsibilities of the statewi de and | oca

4 councils; providing an effective date

5

6| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

7

8 Section 1. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (2) of
9| section 402.164, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

10 402.164 Legislative intent; definitions.--

11 (2) As used in ss. 402.164-402. 167, the term

12 (b) "Client" neans a client as defined in s. 393.063
13| s. 394.67, s. 397.311, or s. 400.960,~ a forensic client or
14| client as defined in s. 916.106;. - a child or youth as defined
15| ins. 39.01. - a child as defined in s. 827.01__a child,

16| juvenile, or youth as defined in s. 985.03;- a famly as

17| defined in s. 414.0252;+ a participant as defined in s.

18| 400.551; - a resident as defined in s. 400.402. - a Medicaid

19| recipient or recipient as defined in s. 409.901,~ a child

20| receiving child care as defined in s. 402.302;.+~ a disabl ed

21| adult as defined in s. 410.032 or s. 410.603,- or a victim as
22| defined in s. 39.01 or s. 415.102 as each definition applies
23| within its respective chapter

24 (c) "Client services" nmeans health and human services
25| that are provided to a client by a state agency or a service
26| provider operated, funded, licensed, requlated, or contracted
27| by the state.

28 Section 2. Section 402.165, Florida Statutes, is

29| anended to read:

30 402.165 Florida Statew de Advocacy Counci l

31| confidential records and neetings.--
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(1)(a) The Florida Statew de Advocacy Council shall be
located in the Departnment of Legal Affairs Exeeutive Ofiece—of
the—Governer but may be assigned by the Leqgi sl ature Geverner

for adm ni strative support purposes to any state Governer—s
agency. Menbers of the council shall represent the interests
of clients who are served by state agencies that provide

client services. In the perfornmance of its duties, the

statewi de council is not subject to control, supervision, or
direction by any state agency or governnental entity previding

(b) The council shall consist of not fewer less than

15 and not nore than 20 residents of this state, one from each
service area designated by the statew de council, who broadly
represent the interests of the public and the clients of the

state agencies that provide client services. Menbers of the

council shall be appointed by the Attorney General froma |ist

of nom nations subnmtted as follows:

1. Four nom nations by the Governor

2.  Four nom nations by the President of the Senate.

3. Four nom nations by the Speaker of the House of

Represent ati ves.

4. Three nom nations by the Chief Financial Oficer.

If the council elects to expand the council to the maxinum

nenbership of 20 nenbers, the remnining five nenbers shall be

appoi nted by the Attorney General

(c) The nenbers shall be representative of groups of
state residents as follows: a provider who delivers client
services; a nonsal aried representative of nonprofit agencies
or civic groups; a representative of consumer groups who is
currently receiving, or has received, one or nore client

3

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2310
33-1000- 06

services within the past 4 years; a representative who has

experience in social services; a representative who has

experience in | aw enforcenent or other professiona

investigations; and two residents of the state who do not

represent any of the foregoing groups, but may represent a
heal th-rel ated profession or the legal profession. In
appointing the representative of the health-rel ated

prof essi ons, the appointing authority shall give priority of
consideration to a physician licensed under chapter 458 or
chapter 459; and, in appointing the representative of the

| egal profession, the appointing authority shall give priority
of consideration to a nenber in good standing of The Florida
Bar. OF the renmi ning nmenbers, no nore than one shall be an

el ected official. Except for the nmenmber who is an el ected
public official, each candidate for the statew de council mnust
be given priority consideration if he or she has conpleted at

| east one term served as a nenber of a local council or the

Fl ori da Statew de Advocacy Counci |

(d) Persons related to each other by consanguinity or
affinity within the third degree may not serve on the
statew de council at the sane tine.

(2) Menbers of the statew de council shall be
appointed to serve terns of 4 years. A nenber may not serve

more than two full consecutive terns,__unless he or she is

recommended by all local councils in the area and approved by

the statew de council

(3) If a nmenber of the statewi de council fails to
attend two-thirds of the regular council neetings or

two-thirds of conference-call neetings during the course of a

year, the position held by the nenber may be deened vacant by
the council. The Attorney General ©Geverner shall fill the
4
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vacancy according to subsection (4). If a nenber of the
statewi de council violates this section or procedures adopted
under this section, the council may recomend to the Attorney
General Governor that the menber be renoved.

(4) The Attorney General Gewerner may fill a vacancy

on the statewi de council froma list of nom nees submitted by

the nom nating authority statewde—ecouneirt—er—appotnrt—any

guatHed—persen. A list of candidates may be submitted to the
nom nating authority statewde—eounett by the statew de

council _or _a local council in the service area fromwhich the

vacancy occurs. Priority of consideration shall be given to

t he appoi ntment of an individual who is receiving one or nore
client services and whose prinmary interest, experience, or
expertise lies with a major client group that is not
represented on the council at the tine of the appointnent. |f

the Attorney General does not nmmke an appoi ntment is—ret—rade

within 60 days after a vacancy occurs on the statew de
council, the vacancy may be filled by a majority vote of the
statewi de council without further action by the Attorney
General ©evernor. A person who is enployed by any state agency
in client services nay not be appointed to the statew de
counci | .

(5)(a) Menbers of the statew de council shall receive
no conpensation, but are entitled to be reinbursed for per
diem and travel expenses in accordance with s. 112.061

(b) The Attorney General, after consultation with the

council, ©Geverne+ shall select an executive director who shal

serve at the pleasure of the Attorney General Geverner and

shall performthe duties delegated to himor her by the

council. The conpensation of the executive director and staff

5
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1| shall be established in accordance with the rules of the

2| Sel ected Exenpt Service.

3 (c) The council may apply for, receive, and accept

4| grants, gifts, donations, bequests, and other paynents

5| including noney or property, real or personal, tangible or

6| intangible, and service fromany governmental or other public
7| or private entity or person and nmake arrangenents as to the

8| use of same. The Attorney General and the council shal

9| establish a not-for-profit entity to secure and receive the
10| funding, qgifts, donations, and grants.

11 (d) In consultation with the statew de council the

12| executive director shall annually prepare a budget request

13| that, after it is approved by the council, shall be subnitted
14| to the Attorney General for subnmission to the Leqgislature

15| eovernor. The budget shall include a request for funds to

16| carry out the activities and nission of the statew de counci
17| and the local councils. The budget shall include, at a

18| mininum a request for funds for support staff, neetings of
19| the statewide and local councils, conmttee neetings, required
20| training events, and |egal expenses for the local councils if
21| a local council is denied access to the records of a client.
22 (6) The nenbers of the statew de council shall elect a
23| chair and a vice chair to terms of 1 year. A person nmay not
24| serve as chair or vice chair for nore than two ful

25| consecutive terms.

26 (7) The responsibilities of the statew de counci

27| include, but are not limted to:

28 (a) Serving as an independent third-party nmechani sm
29| for protecting the constitutional and human rights of clients
30| within progranms or facilities operated, funded, licensed,

31
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reqgul ated, or contracted by any state agency that provides
client services.

(b) Mnitoring, by site visit and through access to
records, the delivery and use of services, prograns, or

facilities operated, funded, licensed, requlated, or

contracted by any state agency that provides client services,
for the purpose of preventing abuse or deprivation of the
constitutional and human rights of clients. The statew de
council may conduct an unannounced site visit or nonitoring
visit that involves the inspection of records if the visit is
condi tioned upon a conplaint. A conplaint nmay be initiated
generated by the council itself, after consulting with the
Department of Legal Affairs Geverner—s—effiee, if information

fromany state agency that provides client services or from

ot her sources indicates a situation at the programor facility
that indicates possible abuse or neglect or deprivation of the

constitutional or anrd human rights of clients. A local counci

nmay initiate a conplaint based upon | ocal nedia reports,

investigations, reports received from state agencies,

monitoring visits, or other indicators of possible abuse or

nedgl ect or deprivation of the constitutional or human rights

of a client. The statew de council shall establish and foll ow

uniformcriteria for the review of information and initiation
generatien of conplaints. Routine program nonitoring and
reviews that do not require an exam nation of records nmay be
made unannounced.

(c) Receiving, investigating, and resolving reports of
abuse or deprivation of constitutional and human rights
referred to the statewi de council by a local council. |If a
matter constitutes a threat to the life, safety, or health of
clients or is nmultiservice-area in scope, the statew de

7
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council may exercise its powers w thout the necessity of a
referral froma |ocal council

(d) Review ng existing prograns or services and new or
revi sed prograns of the state agencies that provide client
servi ces and meki ng recommendati ons as to how the rights of
clients are affected.

(e) Submitting an annual report to the Legislature, no
| ater than Decenber 30 of each cal endar year, concerning
activities, recomrendati ons, and conplaints reviewed or
devel oped by the council during the year

(f) Conducting neetings at least six tinmes a year at
the call of the chair and at other times at the call of the

Attorney General Gewernor or by witten request of six nenbers

of the council. Any telephone conference call nust be

advertised for weekly neetings and will be held as deened

necessary by the executive committee of the statew de council

the statew de council, or a standing or special commttee. The

chair may call for a council neeting at the tine of any

schedul ed tel econference as well as authorize the use of a

conference call for other neetings as requested. A conference

call neeting may not be included in the required six neetings

a_year, but sone of the required neetings nay be workshop

neetings that include the participation of only statew de

counci | nenbers.

(g) Devel oping and adopting uni form procedures to be
used to carry out the purpose and responsibilities of the

statewi de council and the |ocal councils. The procedures shal

include the duties and responsibilities of the statew de

council and the local council and their respective staff.

(h) Supervising the operations of the local councils
and nmonitoring the performance and activities of all |oca
8
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councils and providing direction and technical assistance to

menbers of local councils. The supervisory responsibility of

the statew de council shall include the devel opnent and

adoption of procedures for disciplinary actions, suspensions,

and recommendations to the Attorney General for the renoval of

a local council nenber.

(i) Providing for the devel opnent and presentation of

a standardi zed training program for nenbers of the statew de

council and | ocal councils.

(j) Devel oping and nai ntai ning interagency agreenents
between the council and the state agencies providing client
services. The interagency agreenents shall address the
coordi nation of efforts and identify the roles and
responsibilities of the statewi de and |ocal councils and each
agency in fulfillment of their responsibilities, including

access to records for the purpose of carrying out

investigatory and nonitoring responsibilities. The agreenents

nust be negoti ated and signed annually or at such other tines

as are deened appropriate by the council

(8)(a) In the performance of its duties, the statew de
council shall have

1. Authority to receive, investigate, seek to
conciliate, hold hearings on, and act on conpl aints that
al | ege any abuse or deprivation of constitutional or human

rights of persons who receive or have been denied client

services fromany state agency.
2. Access to all client records, files, and reports
fromany program service, or facility that is operated,

funded, |icensed, requlated, or contracted by any state agency

that provides client services and any records that are
material to its investigation and are in the custody of any
9
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ot her agency or departnent of government. The council's
i nvestigation or nonitoring may shatk not inpede or obstruct
matters under investigation by |aw enforcenent agencies or
judicial authorities. Access may shatk not be granted if a
speci fic procedure or prohibition for reviewing records is
required by federal |aw and regul ation that supersedes state
| aw. Access shall not be granted to the records of a private
licensed practitioner who is providing services outside the
state agency, or outside a state facility, and whose client is
conpetent and refuses disclosure.

3. Standing to petition the circuit court for access
to client records that are confidential as specified by |aw or

in instances when access to the client records is denied. The

petition shall state the specific reasons for which the
council is seeking access and the intended use of the sueh
information. The circuit court may authorize council access to
the records upon a finding that access is directly related to
an investigation regarding the possible deprivation of
constitutional or human rights or the abuse of a client.
Oiginal client files, agency records, and reports nay not be
removed froma state agency, but copies nust be provided to
the council and the local councils at the agency's expense.
Urder—no—eireunstanee—shall The council pay not have access to
confidential adoption records once the adoption is finalized
by a court in accordance with ss. 39.0132, 63.022, and 63.162.
Upon conpl etion of a general investigation of practices and
procedures of a state agency, the statew de council shal

report its findings to that agency.

(b) Al information obtained or produced by the
statewi de council that is nmade confidential by law, that
relates to the identity of any client or group of clients

10
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subject to the protections of this section, or that relates to
the identity of an individual who provides information to the
counci | about abuse or about alleged violations of
constitutional or human rights, is confidential and exenpt
froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State

Consti tution.

(c) Portions of meetings of the statew de council that
relate to the identity of any client or group of clients
subject to the protections of this section, that relate to the
identity of an individual who provides infornmation to the
counci | about abuse or about alleged violations of
constitutional or human rights, or wherein testinony is
provided relating to records otherwi se made confidential by
law, are exenpt froms. 286.011 and s. 24(b), Art. | of the
State Constitution.

(d) Al records prepared by nmenmbers of the statew de
council that reflect a nmental inpression, investigative
strategy, or theory are exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a),
Art. | of the State Constitution until the investigation is
conpleted or until the investigation ceases to be active.

However, portions of the record considered confidential under

par agraph (c) shall remain confidential. For purposes of this
section, an investigation is considered "active" while the

i nvestigation is being conducted by the statewi de council with
a reasonable, good faith belief that it may lead to a finding
of abuse or of a violation of human rights. An investigation
does not cease to be active so long as the statew de counci

is proceeding with reasonabl e dispatch and there is a good
faith belief that action may be initiated by the council or

ot her adm nistrative or |aw enforcenment agency.

11
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(e) Any person who knowi ngly and willfully discloses
any confidential information comits a m sdeneanor of the
second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083.

Section 3. Section 402.166, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

402.166 Florida |local advocacy councils; confidentia
records and neetings.--

(1) The local councils are subject to direction from
and the supervision of the statewide council. The statew de

council shall participate in the selection and assignment of

asstghr staff to provide support to the local councils. Loca

support staff shall work under the direction and supervision

of the executive director with consultation by statew de

council nenbers assigned to the service area. The nunber and

areas of responsibility of the local councils, not to exceed

46 councils statew de, shall be deternined by the statew de

council and shall be consistent wth j(udielal—ei+redit

boundari es approved by the Attorney General. Local councils

shall neet at facilities, prograns, or service centers under

their jurisdiction whenever possible.

(2) Each local council shall have no fewer than 7
menbers and no nore than 15 nmenbers, no nore than 4 of whom
are or have been recipients of one or nmore client services
within the last 4 years, except that one nenber of this group
may be an inmmediate relative or |egal representative of a

current or forner client; one nenber having experience in

soci al _services; one nenber having experience in | aw

enf orcenent or ot her professional investigations; two

provi ders who deliver client services as defined in s.
402.164(2); and two representatives of professiona
12
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organi zati ons, one of whom represents the health-rel ated

prof essi ons and one of whom represents the |egal profession
Priority of consideration shall be given to the appointnent of
at | east one nedical or osteopathic physician, as defined in
chapters 458 and 459, and one nenber in good standi ng of The
Florida Bar. Priority of consideration shall also be given to
t he appoi ntment of an individual who is receiving client

servi ces and whose primary interest, experience, or expertise
lies with a major client group not represented on the | oca
council at the time of the appointnment. A person who is
enployed in client services by any state agency may not be
appointed to the |l ocal council. No nmore than three individuals
who are providing contracted services for clients to any state
agency nmy serve on the sane |local council at the sanme tine.
Persons related to each other by consanguinity or affinity
within the third degree may not serve on the sanme |oca

council at the sane time. All menbers of |ocal councils nust
successfully conplete a standardi zed training course for
council nmenmbers within 3 nonths after their appointnent to a

| ocal council. A nmenber may not be assigned to an

i nvestigation that requires access to confidential information

bef ore conpl eti ng prer—te—the—coenpletion—oef the training

course. After he or she conpletes the required training

course, a nmenber of a local council may not be prevented from
participating in any activity of that |ocal council, including
i nvestigations and nonitoring, except due to a conflict of
i nterest as described in the procedures established by the
st at ewi de counci| under subsection (7).

(3)(a) Wth respect to existing local councils, each
menber shall serve a termof 4 years. Upon expiration of a
termand in the case of any other vacancy, the | ocal counci

13
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shal | appoint a replacenent by nmajority vote of the |oca

council, subject to the approval of the Attorney Genera

Soverne+r. A nenber nmmy serve no nore than two ful

consecutive terns. However, the menber may be appointed to

anot her |l ocal council in the sane area.

(b)1. The Attorney General Gevernor shall appoint the

first four nmenmbers of any newly created |ocal council; and
those four nmenbers shall select the remaining nenbers, subject

to approval of the Attorney General Gewerner. |f any of the

first four nmenbers are not appointed within 60 days after a

request is submitted to the Attorney General Gewverror, those

menbers may be appointed by a majority vote of the statew de
council without further action by the Attorney Genera
Covernoer.

2. Menbers shall serve for no nore than two ful
consecutive terns of 4 years, except that at the tine of
initial appointnent, terms shall be staggered so that
approxi mately one-half of the nenbers first appointed shal
serve for ternms of 4 years and the renmining nenbers shal
serve for ternms of 2 years. Vacancies shall be filled as

provi ded in subparagraph 1

(c) If no action is taken by the Attorney Genera
Soverne+r to approve or di sapprove a replacement of a nenber
under this subsection within 60 days after the |ocal counci

has notified the Attorney General Geverner of the appointnent,

then the appoi ntnent of the replacenent may be consi dered

approved by the Attorney General Geverner.

(4) Each local council shall elect a chair and a vice
chair for a termof 1 year. A person may not serve as chair or
vice chair for nore than two consecutive ternms. The chair's
and vice chair's terns expire on Septenber 30 of each year

14
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(5) If a local council nenber fails to attend
two-thirds of the regular |ocal council neetings during the
course of a year, the local council may replace the nenber.
If a menber of a |ocal council violates this section or
procedures adopted under this section, the local council may

recommend to the Attorney General Gswverrer that the nenber be

renoved.

(6) A nenber of a local council shall receive no
conpensation but is entitled to be reinbursed for per diem and
travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061. Menbers may be
provi ded rei mbursenent for |ong-distance tel ephone calls if
the calls were necessary to an investigation of an abuse or

deprivation of constitutional or human rights or to the duties

or_responsibilities of the |ocal council

(7) A local council shall first attenpt seek to
resolve a conplaint with the appropriate |ocal admnistration
agency, or program any matter not resolved by the |oca
council shall be referred to the statewi de council. A loca
council nust shatk conply with appeal procedures established
by the statew de council. The duties, actions, and procedures
of both new and existing |local councils shall conformto ss.
402. 164-402. 167. The duties of each local council nust shat+
i nclude, but are not linmted to:

(a) Serving as an i ndependent third-party nechani sm
for protecting the constitutional and human rights of any
client within a programor facility operated, funded,

licensed, requlated, or contracted by a state agency providing

client services in the local services area.

(b) Mnitoring by site visit and access to records the
delivery and use of services, progranms, or facilities
operated, funded, |licensed, regulated, or contracted by a

15
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state agency that provides client services, for the purpose of
preventing abuse or deprivation of the constitutional and
human rights of clients. A local council may conduct an
unannounced site visit or nonitoring visit that involves
access to records if the visit is conditioned upon a
conplaint. A conplaint may be initiated gererated by the |ocal
council itself if information froma state agency that

provi des client services or fromother sources indicates a
situation at the programor facility that indicates possible
abuse or neglect or deprivation of constitutional and human
rights of clients. The local council shall follow uniform
criteria established by the statewi de council for the review
of information and initiation gepreratien of conpl aints.
Routi ne program nonitoring and reviews that do not require an
exam nation of records nmay be nade unannounced.

(c) Receiving, investigating, and resolving reports of
abuse or deprivation of constitutional and human rights by a
state agency or contracted service provider in the |oca
service area

(d) Review ng and meki ng reconmendati ons regardi ng how
a client's constitutional or human rights might be affected by
the client's participation in a proposed research project,
bef ore prer—to inplenentati on of the project.

(e) Appealing to the statew de council any conpl aint
unresolved at the local level. Any matter that constitutes a
threat to the |life, safety, or health of a client or is
nmul ti service-area in scope shall automatically be referred to
t he statew de council

(f) Submitting an annual report by Septenber 30 to the

st at ewi de council concerning activities, reconmendations, and
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conpl aints revi ewed or devel oped by the | ocal council during
t he year.

(g) Conducting neetings at least six tinmes a year at
the call of the chair and at other times at the call of the

Attorney Ceneral Gevwerre+r, at the call of the statew de

council, or by witten request of a majority of the nenbers of
t he I ocal council

(8)(a) In the performance of its duties, a |oca
council may shaH—havethe sare—autherity—te access client
records, state agency files, reports from any program or
service, records of contractors and providers, and records

fromany facility operated, funded, |licensed, requlated, or

under contract with a state agency as specified in s.
402.165(8) (a).

(b) Al information obtained or produced by a | oca
council that is made confidential by law, that relates to the
identity of any client or group of clients subject to the
protection of this section, or that relates to the identity of
an individual who provides information to the |ocal counci
about abuse or about alleged violations of constitutional or
human rights, is confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and
s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution.

(c) Portions of neetings of a local council that
relate to the identity of any client or group of clients
subject to the protections of this section, that relate to the
identity of an individual who provides infornmation to the
| ocal council about abuse or about alleged violations of
constitutional or human rights, or when testinony is provided
relating to records otherwi se made confidential by law, are
exenpt froms. 286.011 and s. 24(b), Art. | of the State
Consti tution.
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1 (d) Al records prepared by nenbers of a | ocal counci
2| that reflect a nental inpression, investigative strategy, or

3| theory are exenmpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of

4| the State Constitution until the investigation is conpleted or
5] until the investigation ceases to be active. However, that

6| portion of the record that is classified as confidential by

7| lLaw continues to be exenpt. For purposes of this section, an

8| investigation is considered "active" while the investigation

9| is being conducted by a local council with a reasonable, good
10| faith belief that it may lead to a finding of abuse or of a

11| violation of constitutional or human rights. An investigation
12| does not cease to be active so long as the local council is

13| proceeding with reasonabl e di spatch and there is a good faith
14| belief that action nmay be initiated by the local council or

15| other administrative or |aw enforcenment agency.

16 (e) A Any person who knowi ngly and willfully discloses
17| any such confidential information conmits a mi sdeneanor of the
18| second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

19| 775.083.
20 Section 4. Section 402.167, Florida Statutes, is
21| anended to read
22 402.167 Duties of state agencies that provide client
23| services relating to the Florida Statew de Advocacy Counci
24| and the Florida | ocal advocacy councils.--The secretaries or
25| directors of the state agencies shall ensure the ful
26| cooperation and assi stance of enployees of their respective
27| state agencies with nenbers and staff of the statew de and
28| local councils. The secretary or director of each state agency
29| providing client services shall notify its contract, service,
30| and treatnment providers of the powers, duties, and
31| responsibilities of the statewi de and | ocal councils and shal
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1| ensure that all contract providers, including subcontractors

2| are informed of these powers, duties, and responsibilities.

3 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006

4

5 Rk S R I R O O R I R

6 SENATE SUMVARY

7 Revi ses the definition of a "client" in advocacy cases to
include a child, juvenile, or youth and revises the

8 definition of "client services"” to include services that
are provided to a client by a service provider |icensed

9 or regulated by the state. Locates the Statew de Advocacy
Council in the Department of Legal Affairs. Provides for

10 the appointment of menbers to the statew de council, and
provides criteria for appointment to the council

11 Provi des procedures by ich the Attorney General nmy
fill a vacancy on the statew de council. Requires the

12 Attorney Ceneral to select an executive director for the
statew de council. Requires the executive director to

13 prepare a budget for submission to the Legislature.
Provi des for notice for tel ephone conference calls.

14 Provides that |ocal councils nust operate within areas
approved by the Attorney General. Provides for the

15 inclusion on the local council of persons with _
soci al -service and | aw-enforcenent experience. Provides

16 procedures by which the Attorney General nmay fil
vacanci es on a local council. Requires each state agency

17 providing client services to ensure that all contract
providers, including subcontractors, are informed of the

18 owers, duties, and responsibilities of the statew de and

ocal councils.
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