Fl ori da Senate - 2006 CS for SB 2326

By the Committee on Education; and Senator Baker

581-2044- 06

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to postsecondary education

3 anendi ng s. 1007.22, F.S.; revising provisions
4 relating to establishnent of interinstitutiona
5 mechani snms by public postsecondary educationa
6 institutions; anending s. 1007.23, F.S.

7 revi sing conponents of the statew de

8 articul ati on agreenent; revising termn nol ogy;
9 requiring the State Board of Education to

10 establish articul ated career paths for specific
11 prof essions; requiring career paths to provide
12 credit for certain prograns and experientia

13 | earni ng; providing prerequisites to the

14 partici pati on by nonpublic schools and coll eges
15 in the statewi de agreenents for articul ated

16 career paths; anmending s. 1009.50, F.S.

17 authorizing certain students in postsecondary
18 career certificate prograns to receive Florida
19 public student assistance grants; creating s.
20 1009.521, F.S.; creating the GED Success
21 Schol arship Program providing for
22 adm nistration; providing for the award of
23 schol arshi ps from appropriated funds; providing
24 eligibility criteria; providing for transmtta
25 of funds to eligible institutions; providing
26 for reporting; providing for rul emaking;
27 creating s. 1011.802, F.S.; establishing the
28 School District Career Center Facility
29 Enhancenent Chal l enge Grant Program
30 authorizing a school district direct-support
31 organi zation to solicit funds and establish a
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1 separate career center capital facilities

2 mat chi ng account for private contributions for

3 instructional facility construction projects;

4 providing for match by state appropriations;

5 providing for a portion of the cost of a

6 facility construction project to be provided

7 froma school district's local capital funds;

8 provi ding State Board of Education requirenents

9 relating to capital outlay budget requests for

10 such projects; providing for reversion of

11 funds; requiring the Ofice of Program Policy

12 Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability to

13 assess articulation agreenents and identify

14 career center prograns that nay articulate to

15 certain degree prograns; requiring

16 recommendations; requiring the Ofice of

17 Program Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnent

18 Accountability to review all career paths that

19 provide for the articulation credit and submt
20 a report to legislative | eaders; providing an
21 effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 1007.22, Florida
26| Statutes, is anended to read:
27 1007.22 Articulation; postsecondary institution
28| coordination and col |l aboration. --
29 (3) Public postsecondary educational institutions
30| serwving—thesarestudents—inageographie—andserviee—area are
31| encouraged to establish appropriate interinstitutiona
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1| mechani sns to achi eve cooperative planning and delivery of

2| academ c prograns and rel ated services, share a high-cost

3| instructional facility and equi pment, coordinate credit and

4| noncredit outreach activities, have access to each other's

5| library and nmedi a hol di ngs and services, and provide

6| cooperative campus activities and consultative rel ationships
7| for the discussion and resolution of interinstitutional issues
8| and probl ens which di scourage student access or transfer

9 Section 2. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 1007.23
10| Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (6) is added to
11| that section, to read:

12 1007.23 Statewi de articul ation agreenent. --

13 (1) The State Board of Education shall establish in
14| rule a statewide articul ati on agreenent that governs:

15 (a) Articulation between secondary and postsecondary
16| education,__including credit earned through high school career
17| and technical education majors and career academ es

18 (b) Adnission of associate in arts degree graduates
19| from community coll eges and state universities;

20 (c) Adnission of applied technol ogy dipl oma program
21| graduates fromcomunity coll eges or career centers;

22 (d) Adnission of associate in science degree and

23| associate in applied science degree graduates from conmunity
24| coll eges;

25 (e) The use of accel eration nmechani sms, including

26| nationally standardi zed exam nati ons through which students
27| may earn credit;

28 (f) General education requirenents and statew de

29| course nunbers as provided for in ss. 1007.24 and 1007.25; and
30 (g) Articulation anong prograns in nursing; and—

31
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(h) Adni ssion of postsecondary vocational, technical

or career certificate or diplom graduates from schoo

district career centers or charter technical career centers.

(3) The articulation agreenent nust guarantee the
statewi de articulation of appropriate workforce education
developrent progranms and courses between school districts and
community col |l eges and specifically provide that every applied
t echnol ogy di pl ona graduate must be granted the sane anount of
credit upon adm ssion to an associate in science degree or
associate in applied science degree programunless it is a
limted access program Preference for adm ssion nmust be given

to graduates who are residents of Florida. By March 1, 2007,

the State Board of Education shall establish an articul ated

career path for specific workforce educati on professions,

including, but not limted to, the program areas of crinina

justice, business, nursing, allied health, and early chil dhood

education. The career paths shall provide for the articulation

of .

(a) Credit earned in vocational, technical, or career

certificate or diplona prograns to associate in science

degrees or associate in applied science degrees.

(b) Credit earned in associate in science dedree

prograns to credit in baccal aureate degree prograns.

(c) Credit awarded by public and private institutions.

(d) Credit for experiential |earning associated with

mninum training requirenents for enploynent.

(6) To participate in the statew de agreements for

articulated career paths required in this section, nonpublic

col leges and schools nust be fully accredited by a regional or

national accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States

Departnent of Education and nust:
4
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1 (a)l. Be eligible to participate in the WlliamlL.

2| Boyd, |1V, Florida Resident Access Grant; or

3 2. Have been issued a reqular |license pursuant to s.
4| 1005.31 and nust use an assessnent required in s.

5| 1005.04(1)(b) which has also been recommended by the State

6| Board of Education. For courses that are not in the statew de
7| course nunbering system pursuant to s. 1007.24, the Depart nent
8| of Education shall ensure that credits to be accepted by a

9| receiving institution are generated in courses for which the
10| faculty possess credentials that are conparable to those

11| required by the accrediting association of the receiving

12| institution; and

13 (b) Participate in the Florida Education and Training
14| Placenent Information Program pursuant to s. 1008. 39.

15 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
16| 1009.50, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 1009.50 Florida Public Student Assistance Grant

18| Program eligibility for grants.--

19 (2)(a) State student assistance grants through the

20| program may be nmade only to degree-seeking students who enrol
21| in at least 6 senester hours, or the equivalent per term or
22| students who enroll in a postsecondary career certificate

23| program of at |east 450 clock hours, and who neet the genera
24| requirenments for student eligibility as provided in s.

25| 1009. 40, except as otherwise provided in this section. The

26| grants shall be awarded annually for the amount of

27| denonstrated unnmet need for the cost of education and may not
28| exceed an ampunt equal to the average prior acadenic year cost
29| of tuition fees and other registration fees for 30 credit

30| hours at state universities or such other anpunt as specified
31| in the General Appropriations Act, to any recipient. A
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1| denmpnstrated unnmet need of |ess than $200 shall render the

2| applicant ineligible for a state student assistance grant.

3| Recipients of the grants nust have been accepted at a state

4| university, e conmunity college, school district career

5| center, or charter technical career center authorized by

6| Florida law. A student is eligible for the award for 110

7| percent of the nunber of credit hours required to conplete the
8| programin which enrolled, except as otherw se provided in s.
9| 1009.40(3).

10 Section 4. Section 1009.521, Florida Statutes, is

11| created to read:

12 1009.521 GED Success Schol arship Program --

13 (1) The GED Success Scholarship Programis created to
14| establish a scholarship programto encourage students who

15| successfully conplete a GED programto attend a program

16| offered by an accredited public or private technical or career
17| center or a community college programidentified by the

18| Departnent of Education as a programthat provides a career
19| path to one of the top 15 occupations in nunber of annua

20| openings as listed on the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation's
21| Florida Statewi de Targeted Occupations List or on a regiona
22| targeted occupations list at the tinme of the student's initia
23| enroll nent.

24 (2) The scholarship programshall be adm nistered by
25| the departnment pursuant to the requirenments of this section
26| and rules of the State Board of Education

27 (3) For each year in which funds are appropriated in
28| the General Appropriations Act, the department shall allocate
29| funds to eligible students in the anbunt of one $500

30| scholarship per eligible student. The schol arships shall be
31| awarded by the departnent on a first-cone, first-served basis
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to eligible recipients until all funds specifically designated

for the GED Success Schol arships for that fiscal year have

been al | ocat ed.

(4) A student who neets all of the follow ng

requirenents is eligible to receive a scholarship pursuant to

this section:

(a) The student is a Florida resident for tuition

purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21

(b) The student has successfully conpleted al

sections of the GED tests.

(c) The student has enrolled in a programidentified

by the departnment as a prodgramin an accredited public or

private technical or career center or a conmmunity coll ege that

provides a career path to one of the top 15 occupations in

nunber of annual openings as listed on the Agency for

Workforce Innovation's Florida Statew de Targeted Occupations

List or on a regional targeted occupations list at the tine of

the student's initial enroll ment.

(d) The student has submitted an application for the

scholarship to the departnent, in the manner prescribed by the

departnent, after Decenber 1 for the follow ng school year and

before June 1 of the year in which funding is requested.

(5)(a) Paynent of GED Success Schol arshi ps shall be

transmitted to the director or president of the eligible

institution, or his or her representative, in advance of the

registration period. Institutions shall notify students of the

ampunt_of their awards.

(b) FEach participating institution shall report to the

depart nent by the established date the eligible students to

whom schol arshi p nobneys were di sbursed each acadenmi c term

7
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1| Each institution shall also report to the departnment necessary
2| denpgraphic and eligibility data for such students.

3 (c) Each accredited private institution that receives
4| noneys through the GED Success Schol arship Program shal

5| prepare a biennial report that includes a financial audit,

6| conducted by an independent certified public accountant, of

7| the institution's adnministration of the programand a conplete
8| accounting of the noneys allocated to the institution for the
9| program The report shall be submitted to the departnment no
10| later than March 1 of every even-nunbered year

11 (6) The State Board of Education may adopt rules

12| pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 relating to the

13| administration of the scholarship program

14 Section 5. Section 1011.802, Florida Statutes, is

15| created to read:

16 1011. 802 School District Career Center Facility

17| Enhancenent Challenge Grant Program - -

18 (1) There is established the School District Career

19| Center Facility Enhancenment Challenge Grant Program for the
20| purpose of assisting career centers in building high priority
21| instructional capital facilities consistent with s. 1001. 44,
22| including common areas connecting such facilities. The

23| direct-support organizations that serve the school districts
24| may solicit gifts fromprivate sources which are eligible for
25| state matching funds for capital facilities. For purposes of
26| this section, private sources of funds shall not include any
27| federal, state, or local government funds that a schoo

28| district may receive.

29 (2) The School District Career Center Facility

30| Enhancenent Challenge Grant Program shall provide funds to

31| match private contributions for the devel opment of high
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priority instructional capital facilities, including compn

areas connecting such facilities, within the career centers.

(3) Wthin the direct-support organization of each

school district, a separate career center capital facilities

mat chi ng _account nust be established for the purpose of

providing matchi ng funds fromthe direct-support

organi zation's unrestricted donations or other private

contributions for the devel opnent of high priority

instructional capital facilities, including conmon_areas

connecting such facilities. The lLegislature nay appropriate

funds for distribution to a school district after nmtching

funds are certified by the direct-support organization and

school district to the Departnent of Education. The Public

Education Capital OQutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund shall not

be used as the source of the state match for private

contributions.

(4) A project may not be initiated unless all private

funds for planning, construction, and equipping the facility

have been received and deposited in the direct-support

organi zation's matchi ng account and the state's share for the

m ni nrum amount _of funds needed to begin the project has been

appropriated by the Legislature. The lLegislature may

appropriate the state's matching funds in one or nore fisca

vears for the planning, construction, and equi pping of an

eligible facility. However, these requirenments shall not

preclude the school district or direct-support organization

from expendi ng avail able funds fromprivate sources to devel op

a _prospectus, including prelimnary architectural schematics

or _nodels, for use in its efforts to raise private funds for a

facility. Additionally, any private sources of funds expended
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for this purpose are eligible for state matching funds if the

project is awarded grant funds under this section.

(5) To be eligible to participate in the Schoo

District Career Center Facility Enhancenent Chall enge G ant

Program a school district, through its direct-support

organi zation, shall raise contributions fromprivate sources

equal to one-third of the total cost of a facility

construction project. After raising such contributions, the

school district shall be eligible for a match by a state

appropriation equal to the ampunt raised for a facility

construction project up to one-third of the cost of the

project, subject to the CGeneral Appropriations Act. Another

one-third of the total cost nust be provided fromthe schoo

district's local capital funds.

(6) |If the state's share of the required match is

insufficient to neet the requirenents of subsection (5), the

school district shall renegotiate the terns of the

contribution with the donors. |If the project is term nated,

each private donation, plus accrued interest, shall revert to

the direct-support organization for remttance to the donor at

the donor's discretion.

(7) By Septenber 1 of each year, the State Board of

Education shall transmt to the lLegislature, in the capita

outl ay budget request, a list of projects that neet al

eligibility requirenents to participate in the School District

Career Center Facility Enhancenent Chall enge Grant Program and

a_budget request that includes the recommended schedul e

necessary to conplete each project.

(8) In order for a project to be eligible under this

program it nust be survey-reconmmended under the provisions of

s. 1013.31, included in the school district's 5-year capita
10
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i nprovenent plan, and receive prior approval fromthe State

Board of Education.

(9) Any project funds that are unexpended after a

project is conpleted shall revert to the school district

direct-support organi zation's career center capital facilities

mat chi ng _account. One-third of such unexpended funds shall be

reserved for the school district career center that originally

received the private contribution for the purpose of providing

private matching funds for future facility construction

projects as provided in this section. One-third of such

unexpended funds shall be returned to the General Revenue

Fund. One-third of such unexpended funds shall be returned to

the school district.

(10) The surveys, architectural plans, facility, and

equi pnent_shall be the property of the participating schoo

district.

Section 6. (1) As part of determining the appropriate

courses and prograns for statewide articulation, the Ofice of

Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability shal

collect, review, and conduct an assessnent of all existing

statewide articulation agreenents and all existing

articul ati on agreenents between school district career centers

or _charter technical career centers and conmunity coll eges by

Sept enber 30, 2006.

(2) The Oifice of Program Policy Analysis and

Governnent Accountability shall use the information conpiled

pursuant to subsection (1) to evaluate the effectiveness of

local and statewide interinstitutional articulation agreenments

and to identify other postsecondary technical or career

prograns within a school district career center or charter

technical career center that nmay articulate to an associate in
11
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1| science degree program or an associate in applied science

2| degree programon an individual course or block basis for

3| statewide interinstitutional articulation agreements. By

4| Decenber 31, 2006, the Office of Program Policy Analysis and
5| Governnment Accountability shall submit a report to the

6| President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

7| Representatives.

8 (3) The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and

9| Governnment Accountability shall review all career paths that
10| provide for the articulation of credit awarded by public and
11| private institutions as required pursuant to s. 1007.23(3)(c),
12| Elorida Statutes. The review nust include an assessnent of

13| nethods used to evaluate a student's ability to successfully
14| conplete the course of study for which the student has applied
15| before accepting the student into the program conpletion

16| rates, job-placenent rates, and the nethod used by

17| institutions to report data. By Decenber 31, 2007, the Office
18| of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability shal
19| submit a report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker
20| of the House of Representatives.

21 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2326

The comm ttee substitute:

Del etes the provisions to establish the Crucial Professionals
Program the Career Paths Program and the Critical Jobs
Program under the Succeed, Floridal Initiative;

Includes in the statewi de articul ati on agreenent between
secondary and postsecondary education credit earned through
hi gh school career and technical mgjors and career academ es
and i ncl udes adm ssion of postsecondary career graduates from
school district or charter technical career centers;

Requires the State Board of Education to establish articul ated
career paths in program areas of workforce need by March 1,
2007, and includes eligible credit earning nechanisns for
articul ation;

Specifies that nonpublic colleges and schools participating in
the career Bath articulation nmust be accredited by an agency
recogni zed by the U. S. Departnment of Education, nust be
eligible to participate in the Florida Resident Access G ant
Program mnust be issued a |license pursuant to s. 1005.31,F.S.
nmust use an assessnent required pursuant to s. 1005.04, F.S.
must neet specific requirenments for courses not included in
the statew de course nunbering system and nust participate in
the Florida Education and Trai ning Placenment |nformation
Program pursuant to s. 1008.39, F.S.

Expands eligibility in the Florida Public Student Assistance
Grant Programto students enrolled in postsecondary career
progranms of at |east 450 clock hours and students accepted
Into school district and charter technical carrier centers;

Requi res OPPAGA to conduct a review and assessnent of existing
articul ati on agreenents and to conduct a review of all career
paths that provide for articulation of credit awarded by
public and private institutions and to include in the review
nmet hods used to eval uate student abilities, conpletion rates,
and pl acenent rates.

13

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




