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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2408

By Senator Lawson

6- 1472- 06 See HB
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to |ocal housing assistance;
anmendi ng s. 420.9075, F.S.; providing down
paynment assistance to essential service and
skilled building trades personnel; providing
criteria for such assistance; requiring
conpliance with the eligibility criteria to be
verified by the county or eligible
nmuni ci pality; providing that the program shal
provi de down paynment assistance in an amount to
be determined by rule; providing that |iens on
the recipient's property securing the
assi stance shall be rel eased under certain
condi tions; encouraging counties and
muni cipalities to develop an elenent within
their local housing assistance plans
enphasi zing the recruitnment and retention of
such personnel; authorizing the Florida Housing
Fi nance Corporation to allocate certain funds;
provi ding the corporation with rul emeking
authority; amending ss. 420.9072 and 420. 9079,
F.S.; conforming cross-references to changes
made by the act; providing an appropriation;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (5) through (12) of section
420.9075, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (6)
through (13), respectively, and a new subsection (5) is added
to that section to read:
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420.9075 Local housing assistance plans;
part nershi ps. - -

(5) In order to assist in the recruitnment and

retention of essential service personnel and skilled building

trades personnel, the following shall be included in the |loca

housi ng _assi st ance pl an:

(a) Down paynent assistance shall be provided to an

eligible person who neets the following criteria, in addition

to other requirenents of the plan. The person:

1. Shall be enployed full tine in an essential service

occupation or skilled building trade.

2. Shall declare his or her honestead and maintain

residency at his or her honestead.

3. Shall denpnstrate a 5-year mninmumcomritnment to

continued enploynent in an essential service occupation or

skilled building trade within the county of current

enpl oynment .
(b) Conpliance with the eligibility criteria

est abl i shed under this subsection shall be verified during the

life of the |oan by the county or eligible nmunicipality.

(c) The program shall provide down paynent assi stance

in an anpunt to be determined by rule, not to exceed 25

percent of purchase price, if the county or eligible

nmunicipality within which an eligible recipient is enployed

provides funding through the State Housing |lnitiatives

Partnership Programto the eliqgible recipient under_ ss.

420.907-420.9079, whether solely or in conjunction with a

l ocal housing finance agency or a private sector partner

(d) Any lien on the recipient's property securing the

assi stance provided under this subsection shall be released if
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the recipient fulfills the 5-year commitnent specified in

subpar agraph (a)3

(e) FEach county and each eligible nunicipality is

encouraged to develop an elenent within its |ocal housing

assi stance plan which enphasi zes the recruitnent and retention

of essential service personnel and persons skilled in the

buil ding trades.

(f) Notwi thstanding the distribution fornula in s.

420.9073, the corporation is authorized to allocate funds to

inmplenent this subsection and may allocate funds to projects

that are reqgional or statewi de in scope.

(q) The corporation is authorized to make rules to

i npl enent_this subsection, including, but not |limted to, the

all ocation of funds and sel ection of projects for funding

under _this subsection.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 420.9072, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

420.9072 State Housing Initiatives Partnership
Program --The State Housing Initiatives Partnership Programis
created for the purpose of providing funds to counties and
eligible nmunicipalities as an incentive for the creation of
| ocal housing partnerships, to expand production of and
preserve affordable housing, to further the housing el enent of
the |l ocal governnent conprehensive plan specific to affordable
housi ng, and to increase housing-rel ated enpl oynment.

(2)(a) To be eligible to receive funds under the
program a county or eligible nmunicipality must:

1. Submit to the corporation its |ocal housing
assi stance plan describing the |ocal housing assistance

strategi es established pursuant to s. 420.9075;
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2. Wthin 12 nonths after adopting the | ocal housing
assi stance plan, anmend the plan to incorporate the | ocal
housi ng i ncentive strategies defined in s. 420.9071(16) and
described in s. 420.9076; and

3. Wthin 24 nonths after adopting the anended | oca
housi ng assi stance plan to incorporate the |ocal housing
incentive strategies, anend its | and devel opnent regul ati ons
or establish I ocal policies and procedures, as necessary, to
i mpl ement the | ocal housing incentive strategi es adopted by
the |l ocal governing body. A county or an eligible nunicipality
that has adopted a housing incentive strategy pursuant to s.
420. 9076 before the effective date of this act shall review
the status of inplenentation of the plan according to its
adopted schedul e for inplenentation and report its findings in
the annual report required by s. 420.9075(10)¢9). If as a
result of the review, a county or an eligible nmunicipality
deternmines that the inplenentation is conplete and in
accordance with its schedule, no further action is necessary.
If a county or an eligible nunicipality determ nes that
i mpl enentation according to its schedule is not conplete, it
must amend its | and devel opment regul ations or establish |oca
policies and procedures, as necessary, to inplenment the
housi ng i ncentive plan within 12 nmonths after the effective
date of this act, or if extenuating circunstances prevent
i mpl ementation within 12 nonths, pursuant to s.
420.9075(13) 342y, enter into an extension agreenent with the
corporation.

(b) A county or an eligible municipality seeking
approval to receive its share of the |ocal housing
di stribution nust adopt an ordi nance containing the follow ng
provi si ons:
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1 1. Creation of a local housing assistance trust fund
2| as described in s. 420.9075(6) 5.

3 2. Adoption by resolution of a | ocal housing

4| assistance plan as defined in s. 420.9071(14) to be

5| inplenmented through a |l ocal housing partnership as defined in
6| s. 420.9071(18).

7 3. Designation of the responsibility for the

8| adnministration of the local housing assistance plan. Such

9| ordinance may al so provide for the contracting of all or part
10| of the administrative or other functions of the programto a
11| third person or entity.

12 4. Creation of the affordabl e housing advisory

13| commttee as provided in s. 420.9076.

14

15| The ordi nance nmust not take effect until at |east 30 days

16| after the date of formal adoption. Ordinances in effect prior
17| to the effective date of amendnents to this section shall be
18| anended as needed to conformto new provisions.

19 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 420.9079, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:
21 420.9079 Local Governnent Housing Trust Fund.--
22 (2) The corporation shall adm nister the fund
23| exclusively for the purpose of inplenmenting the prograns
24| described in ss. 420.907-420.9078 and this section. Wth the
25| exception of monitoring the activities of counties and
26| eligible municipalities to determ ne |ocal conpliance with
27| programrequirements, the corporation shall not receive
28| appropriations fromthe fund for adm nistrative or personne
29| costs. For the purpose of inplenmenting the conpliance
30| nmonitoring provisions of s. 420.9075(9)8), the corporation
31| may request a maxi mum of $200, 000 per state fiscal year. When
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1| such funding is appropriated, the corporation shall deduct the
2| amount appropriated prior to calculating the |Iocal housing

3| distribution pursuant to ss. 420.9072 and 420.9073.

4 Section 4. Effective July 1, 2006, there is

5| appropriated fromthe Local Governnment Housing Trust Fund, for
6| distribution through the State Housing lnitiative Partnership
7| Program as provided in s. 420.9075(5), Florida Statutes, to
8| the Florida Housing Finance Corporation an anount sufficient
9| for the purpose of providing funds for affordable housing to
10| assist in retention and recruitment of essential service

11| personnel and persons skilled in the building trades.

12 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006
13
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