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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT

Bill No. SB 2496
Bar code 893828
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Comm A5/ FAV
04/ 20/ 2006 03: 26 PM

The Conmittee on Conmmerce and Consuner Services (Aronberqg)

recommended the foll owi ng anendnent to anmendnent (503744):

Senat e Amendment
Intitle, on page 11, line 16, through

page 13, line 8, delete those lines

and insert:
speci fying additional actions and practices of
a deal er actionable under the Florida Deceptive
and Unfair Trade Practices Act; anending s.
501.976, F.S.; creating s. 501.9765, F.S.
providing that a nmotor vehicle deal er who
willfully uses a nmethod or practice that
victimzes or attenpts to victimze senior
citizens or handi capped persons conmits an
unfair or deceptive trade practice; providing a
civil penalty; providing for reinbursenent or
restitution; creating s. 501.977, F.S.
provi di ng additional renedies against a notor

vehicl e dealer; creating s. 501.978, F.S.
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No. SB 2496

Bar code 893828
providing that the remedi es of part VI of ch
501, F.S., are in addition to renedies
ot herwi se avail able for the same conduct under
state or local |aw and do not preenpt |oca
consuner - protection ordi nances not in conflict
with part VI of ch. 501, F.S.; creating s.
501.979, F.S.; providing for attorney's fees
for a prevailing party; providing procedures
for receiving attorney's fees; authorizing the
Department of Legal Affairs or the office of
the state attorney to receive attorney's fees
under certain circunmstances; creating s.
501.980, F.S.; requiring that, as a condition
precedent to initiating civil litigation
ari sing under part VI of ch. 501, F.S., a
clai mant give the motor vehicle dealer witten
notice of the claimant's intent to initiate
litigation against the notor vehicle deal er not
| ess than 30 days before initiating the
litigation; providing for the content of the
noti ce of claimand the nmethod by which the
notice of claimis given to the motor vehicle
deal er; providing that if the claimis paid by
the nmotor vehicle dealer within 30 days after
receiving the notice of claim together with a
surcharge of 10 percent of the alleged actua
danmages, the clainmant may not initiate
[itigation against the notor vehicle dealer
and the notor vehicle dealer is obligated to
pay no nore than $500 for the attorney's fees

of the claimant; providing that the surcharge
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not exceed $500; providing procedures for
damage cl ai s that are nonquantifi abl e;
provi di ng expedited procedures when the
claimant is w thout access to a nmotor vehicle;
speci fyi ng when a paynent by a dealer is deened
paid; providing that a claimant is not entitled
to a surcharge under certain circunstances;
providing that a nmotor vehicle dealer is not
obligated to pay the clainmant's attorney's fees
under certain circunmstances; providing that the
act does not apply to the statutory
responsibility of the Attorney General or the
state attorney or to certain clains, actions,
or proceedings; requiring the Departnent of
Legal Affairs to make a sanple demand letter
available to the public; providing for the
tolling of the applicable statute of

limtations;
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