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Fl orida Senate - 2006 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 2526
Bar code 190338
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm WD
04/ 19/ 2006 03: 03 PM

The Conmittee on Banki ng and I nsurance (Posey) recomrended the

foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 626.171, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

626. 171 Application for |icense as an agent, custoner
representative, adjuster, service representative, managi ng
general agent, or reinsurance internediary.--

(4) An application for a Iicense as an agent, custoner
representative, adjuster, service representative, nmnagi ng
general agent, or reinsurance internediary nust be accomnpanied
by a set of the individual applicant's fingerprints, or, if
the applicant is not an individual, by a set of the
fingerprints of the sole proprietor, najority owner, partners,
of ficers, and directors, on a form adopted by rule of the
department and acconpani ed by the fingerprint processing fee
set forth in s. 624.501. Fingerprints shall be used to
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i nvestigate the applicant's qualifications pursuant to s.
626.201. The fingerprints shall be taken by a | aw enforcenent

agency or other departnent-approved entity. The depart nent

shall require all designated exani nation centers to have

facilities to take fingerprints at the tine of an applicant's

exani nation. Fingerprints taken at such tine shall be in lieu

of the applicant submitting fingerprints with the application

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 626.211, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read

626. 211 Approval, disapproval of application.--

(2) Upon approval of an applicant for |license as
agent, custoner representative, or adjuster who is subject to

written exam nation and has not provided proof of passing the

exam nation, the department shall notify the applicant when
and where he or she nay take the required exam nation

Section 3. Section 626.231, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

626.231 Eligibility for exanm nation.--A Ne person nmay
not shat—be—permtted—+to take an exanmination for a |license

wi t hout having first conpleted a prelicensure course as set

forth ins. 626.7851(1) or (2) wat+H—his—or—her—appH—eation

Section 4. Subsections (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), and

(10) are added to section 626.261, Florida Statutes, to read:
626. 261 Conduct of examination.--

(5) The departnment shall ask each exam nee to

self-report on a voluntary basis the follow ng informtion:

(a) Race or ethnicity (African-Anerican; white;

Anerican | ndian; Asian-Anerican; Hi spanic-Anmerican; or Qher);
2
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and

(b) Cender.

The departnent shall advi se each exam nee that the exaninee is

not required to provide this infornmation, that the exan nee

will not be penalized for declining to provide the

i nformation, and that the departnment will use the infornmation

provi ded exclusively for research and statistical purposes and

to inprove the quality and fairness of the exam nations. The

informati on may be elicited on the exam nation answer sheet,

the application form or by other appropriate neans detern ned

by the departnent.

(6) By May 1 of each year, the departnent shal

prepare, publicly announce, and publish an exani nation report

of summary statistical infornmation relating to each

exani nation adni ni stered during the preceding cal endar year

Each exam nation report nust show with respect to each

exani nation, and for all exam nees conbi ned and separately by

race or _ethnicity, by gender, and by race or ethnicity within

gender :

(a) The nunber of exam nees;

(b) The percentage and nunber of exam nees who passed

each part;

(c) The percentage and nunber of exam nees who passed

all parts;

(d) The nean scal ed scores on each part; and

(e) The standard devi ation of scaled scores on each

part.

By May 1 of each vear, the departnent shall prepare and neke

avail abl e on request an itemreport of summary statistica
3
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information relating to each operational itemon each test

formadm ni stered during the preceding cal endar year. The item

report nust show, for each operational item for all exam nees

conbi ned and separately for African Amnerican exam nees, white

exam nees, Anerican | ndi an exam nees, Asi an_exam nees,

Hi spani c_exani nees, and ot her exam nees, the correct-answer

rates and correl ations.

The departnent need not report separate statistica

information for any group or subgroup conprising fewer than 50

exam nees.

(7)  The departnment shall set the nininumscore for

each exami nation. Each cal endar year, the scaled m ni num score

for each part of each examination may fluctuate by no nore

than the standard error of neasurenent fromthe scal ed m ni num

score enmpl oyed during the preceding vyear

(8) By May 1, 2007, and by May 1 of every fourth vear

thereafter, the departnent shall release to the public and

nmake generally avail abl e one representative test form and set

of answer keys for each part of each examn nation.

(9) The departnent shall maintain, for a period of 3

vears after they are prepared or used, all registration fornms,

test forns, answer sheets, operational itens and pretest

itens, itemanalyses, and other statistical analyses relating

to an exam nation. All personal identifying informtion

regardi ng exani nees and the content of test itens nust renmin

confidential as necessary for purposes of protecting the

personal privacy of exam nees and the maintenance of test

security.

(10) In administering the exam nation, the departnent

shal | make such accommbdations for exaninees with a disability
4
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as _are reasonably warranted by the particular disability

i nvolved, including the provision of additional tine, if

necessary, to conplete an exam nation or special assistance in

taki ng _an _exam nati on.

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 626.291, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

626.291 Denial, issuance of |icense.--

(1) Wthin 30 days after the applicant has conpleted
any exami nation required under s. 626.221, the departnment or
its designee shall provide a score report; and, if it finds
that the applicant has received a passing grade, the
department shall within such period notify the applicant and
issue and transnit the license to which such exami nation
related. |If it finds that the applicant did not make a
passi ng grade on the exami nation for a particular |icense, the
department or its designee shall within this period provide
notice to the applicant to that effect and of its denial of

the license. For those applicants who conpl eted the

exam nation before submtting the |license application, the

department shall pronptly issue the applicable |license as soon

as the departnent has approved the application

Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the licensing of insurance
5
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agents; anending s. 626.171, F.S.; requiring
t he Department of Financial Services to have
facilities to fingerprint agent applicants at
al | designated exam nation centers; amending s.
626.211, F.S.; requiring the departnent to
informcertain applicants of the tinme and
| ocation of the exami nation; amending s.
626.231, F.S.; prohibiting an applicant from
taki ng an i nsurance agent exam nation unl ess
t he person has conpleted certain specified
educational courses; anending s. 626.261, F.S.
aut hori zing the departnent to ask each exam nee
to self-report informati on concerning the
exami nee's race or ethnicity and gender
requiring the departnment to state the use to
which the information will be applied,;
requiring the departnment to produce certain
summary reports; directing the departnent to
set the m ni mum passi ng score for the
exam nation; authorizing the departnent to nake
accommodati ons for persons with disabilities in
order for the individual to take the agent
exam nation; anmending s. 626.291, F.S.
requiring the departnment to issue a license

pronmptly; providing an effective date.
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