Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2566

By Senator Atwater

25-1215-06 See HB
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to brain tunor research
3 creating s. 381.853, F.S.; providing
4 | egislative findings and intent; requiring the
5 Department of Health to develop and maintain a
6 brain tunmor registry; providing that
7 i ndi vi dual s may choose not to be listed in the
8 regi stry; establishing the Florida Center for
9 Brain Tumobr Research within the Scripps
10 Research Institute; providing purpose and goa
11 of the center; requiring the center to hold an
12 annual brain tunor bionedical technol ogy
13 sumrit; providing for clinical trials and
14 col [ aborati on between certain entities;
15 provi ding for funding; establishing a
16 scientific advisory council and providing for
17 conposition and ternms thereof; providing
18 rul emaki ng authority to the departnent;
19 provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
20 effective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Section 381.853, Florida Statutes, is
25| created to read:
26 381.853 Florida Center for Brain Tunor Research. --
27 (1) The Legislature finds that each year an estimated
28| 190,000 citizens of the United States are diagnosed with
29| cancerous and noncancerous brain tunors and that bionedica
30| research is the key to finding cures for these tunors. The
31| Legislature further finds that, although brain tunor research
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is being conducted throughout the state, there is a | ack of

coordinated efforts anmpbng researchers and health care

providers. Therefore, the Legislature finds that there is a

significant need for a coordinated effort to achi eve the goa

of curing brain tunors. The lLeqgislature further finds that the

bi onedi cal technol ogy sector neets the criteria of a

hi gh-i npact sector, pursuant to s. 288.108(6). having a high

inportance to the state's econony with a significant potentia

for growth and contribution to our universities and quality of

life.

(2) 1t is the intent of the Legislature to establish a

coordinated effort anpng the state's public and private

uni versities and hospitals and the bionedical industry to

di scover brain tunor cures and develop brain tunpr treatnent

nodal ities. Moreover, it is the intent of the Legislature to

expand the state's econony by attracting bionedica

researchers and research conpanies to the state.

(3) The Departnment of Health shall devel op and

maintain a brain tunor reqgistry that is an autonated,

el ectronic, and centralized database of individuals with brain

tunors. The individual, or the parent or guardian of the

individual if the individual is a mnor, may refuse to

participate in the brain tunor registry by signing a form

obtai ned fromthe departnent or fromthe health care

practitioner or entity that provides brain tunor care or

treatnment, which indicates that the individual does not w sh

to be included in the registry. The decision to not

participate in the registry nust be noted in the reqgistry.

(4) There is established within the Scripps Research

Institute the Florida Center for Brain Tunor Research.
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(a) The purpose of the center is to provide a centra

repository for brain tunpor biopsies from.individuals

t hroughout the state, inprove and nonitor brain tunor

bi onedi cal research prograns within the state, facilitate

fundi ng opportunities, and foster inproved technol ogy transfer

of brain tunor research findings into clinical trials and

wi despread public use.

(b) The goal of the center is to find cures for brain

tunors.

(c) The center shall hold an annual brain tunor

bi onedi cal technology sunmit in the state to which physicians

and bionedical researchers fromthe state's public and private

uni versities and teaching hospitals are invited to share

bi onedi cal research findings in order to expedite the

di scovery of cures. Summt attendees shall cover the costs of

such attendance or obtain sponsorship for such attendance

(d) The center shall encourage clinical trials in the

state on research that holds the prom se of curing brain

tunors. The center shall facilitate partnershi ps between

researchers, treating physicians, and hospitals for the

pur pose of sharing new techni ques and new research findings,

as well as coordinating the voluntary donation of brain tunor

bi opsi es.
(e) The center shall facilitate the formation of

part nershi ps between researchers, physicians, and hospitals in

the state.

(f) The center shall be funded through private, state,

and federal sources.

(5) There is established within the center a

scientific advisory council that includes bionedica

researchers, physicians, and representatives from public and
3
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private universities and hospitals. The council shall neet at

| east _annual |l vy.

(a) The council shall consist of representatives from

1. The Scripps Research Institute.

2. A teaching hospital, as defined in s. 408.07.

Public and private state universities.

The Fl orida Medical Association.

3
4. The Departnent of Health.
5
b

(

terms.

) Council menbers shall serve staggered 4-year

(c) Menbers of the council shall serve w thout

conpensation, and each organi zation represented shall cover

all expenses of its representative.

(6) The Departnment of Health may adopt, repeal, and

anend rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 relating to

the center and the adnministration of the brain tunpr reqgistry.

Such rules may include procedures for participating in brain

tunor research and for providing access to confidentia

information necessary for brain tunpr investigations. For the

purposes of the brain tunor reqgistry, the rules may include

procedures for a health care practitioner and researcher to

obtain authorization to use the brain tunpr registry and

net hods for an individual or guardian to elect not to

participate in the brain tunor registry.

Section 2. The sumof $4 nmillion is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Florida Center for Brain Tunpr

Research for the 2006-2007 fiscal year for the purpose of

fundi ng brain tunor research and fundi ng for the procurenment

of brain tunor biopsies.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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