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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2586

By Senator Bennett

21-1451-06 See HB
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie
Ri vers Corridor Advisory Council; creating the
advi sory council; providing a definition;
provi ding for appoi ntnent of nmenbers, per diem
and travel expenses, staff, and duties of the
advi sory council; exenpting staff frompt. I
of ch. 110, F.S., relating to the Career
Service Systen requiring reconmendations to
the Legislature; requiring a report to the
Legi sl ature and Governor by a specific date;
provi ding for expiration of the advisory

council; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the hydrol ogi ¢ basins of the Cal oosahatchee
River and its estuary and the St. Lucie River and its estuary,
i ncl udi ng Lake Ckeechobee, constitute a single, hydrologically
rel ated system and

WHEREAS, during climtic periods of high rainfall and
tropical stornms occurring within this system the high rates
of surface water discharge fromLake Okeechobee have
signi ficant adverse inpacts on the receiving waters of the
Cal oosahat chee River and the St. Lucie River ecosystens and
their estuaries, and

WHEREAS, hi gh concentrations of nutrients and ot her
pol | utant -1 aden di scharges that significantly degrade
receiving waters have a denonstrabl e econonic effect on the
region's very substantial tourist and outdoor recreationa
econonies, as well as the quality of life of the residents of

Lee and Martin Counties, and
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WHEREAS, whil e the Lake Okeechobee Protection Program
provi des significant safeguards and strategies for protecting
and i nproving water quality discharges into Lake Ckeechobee,
there is no conprehensive plan for the Cal oosahatchee-St.

Lucie Rivers Corridor, NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie Rivers Corridor

Advi sory Council; nenbership; neetings; staff.--

(1) For purposes of this act, the hydrol ogi c basins of

the Cal oosahatchee River and its estuary and the St. Lucie

River and its estuary, including Lake Okeechobee, shall be

known as the "Cal oosahatchee-St. lLucie Rivers Corridor."

(2) There is created the Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie

Rivers Corridor Advisory Council under the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection consisting of 17 nenbers who shall be

appoi nted as foll ows:

(a) The Governor shall appoint:

1. One consuner_ nenber.

2. One nenber with hydrol ogic experience within the

Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie Rivers Corridor and expertise in

envi ronnent al _engi neering.

3. One nenber fromthe agriculture industry.

4. One nenber from an environnental group.

5. One nenber fromthe business or tourismcomunity

in OCkeechobee County, Martin County, or Pal m Beach County.

(b) The President of the Senate shall appoint:

1. One nenber representing |local governnent in Lee

County.
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2. One nenber with hydrol ogic experience within the

Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie Rivers Corridor and expertise in

hydr ol ogy.
3. One nenber fromthe agriculture industry.

4. One nenber from an environnental group.

5. One nenber fromthe business or tourismcomunity

in Lee County or Charlotte County.

6. One nenber fromthe Senate.

(c) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal

appoint:
1. One nenber representing local governnent in Martin

County.
2. One nenber with hydrol ogic experience within the

Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie Rivers Corridor and expertise in

bi ol ogy.
3. One nenber fromthe agriculture industry.

4. One nenber from an environnental group.

5. One nenber fromthe business or tourismcomunity

in Hendry County or d ades County.

6. One nenber fromthe House of Representatives.

(d) The Governor shall appoint the chair of the

advi sory council from anpbng its nenbers.

(e) Appointnents to the advisory council shall be nade

no later than 30 days after the effective date of this act.

(f) FEach nenber of the advisory council nay receive

per diem and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061

Florida Statutes, while carrying out the business of the

advi sory council

(q) The first meeting of the advisory council shall be

held no later than 60 days after the effective date of this

act.
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(h) The records and neetings of the advisory counci

are subject to the provisions of chapter 119 and s. 286.011

Fl orida Statutes.

(i) The advisory council shall be staffed by an

executive director and other personnel selected and hired by

the Departnent of Environnental Protection who shall be exenpt

frompart Il of chapter 110, Florida Statutes, relating to the

Career_Service System The Departnent of Environnenta

Protection may enploy staff and consultants as necessary to

assist the advisory council in fulfilling its

responsibilities. The South Florida Water Managenent District

and the Departnent of Environnental Protection shall each

appoint a liaison for the respective agency to work directly

with the executive director of the advisory council and to

provi de expertise and assistance to the advisory council

(3) The duties of the Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie Rivers

Corridor Advisory Council are to:

(a) Meet at least five tinmes after August 1, 2006.

(b) Hold a mnimumof five public hearings within the

Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie Rivers Corridor for the purpose of

receiving public comments and i nfornation

(c) Review the operation and nanagenent of lLake

Okeechobee and the associ ated discharges fromthe | ake for the

pur pose of fornulating specific recommendations relating to,

but not limted to:

1. Scientifically viable, economcally feasible

projects, prograns, and requl ations that address or nitigate

the inpacts of high |evel discharges from Lake Okeechobee upon

the receiving waters of the Cal oosahatchee River and the St.

Lucie Canal and St. lucie River and their respective

estuaries.
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2.  Ongoing projects and plans authorized pursuant to

the Lake Okeechobee Protection Program and the Conprehensive

Evergl ades Restoration Plan under s. 373.4592, Florida

St at ut es.

3. Environnentally and econom cally feasible projects

to renmpve accunul ated sedi nentation from Lake Okeechobee.

4. Alternative treatnent strateqgies, projects, best

managenent practices, and fundi ng sources to nmnage nore

effectively the hydrology of the corridor to mnimze adverse

ecol ogical effects upon the receiving waters from Lake

Okeechobee di scharge.

5. long-termfunding for inplenentation of the

projects and prograns identified in the report.

(4) The advisory council shall prepare and subnmit a

report and recommendations to the President of the Senate and

the Speaker of the House of Representatives prior to the 2007

Requl ar _Session of the Legislature for inplenentation of

projects and strategies to mtigate the present effects of

hi gh di scharges from Lake Ckeechobee upon the described

basins.

(5) The advisory council shall submt to the Governor

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by March 1, 2007, a report with specific

recommendations for inplenmentation by the Legislature and the

Governor_which will mtigate ecological effects upon the

Cal oosahatchee-St. Lucie Rivers Corridor and stabilize the

effect of high discharges from Lake Okeechobee upon the

touri st econony of Southwest and Sout heast Fl orida.

(6) The advisory council shall expire on April 1,

5

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2586
21-1451-06 See HB

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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