Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 2688

By Senator Hari dopol os

26- 1424A- 06 See HB 1295

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to paperwork reduction in the

3 school districts; amending s. 1001.42, F.S.

4 relating to powers and duties of district

5 school boards; revising provisions relating to

6 requi red school inprovenent plans; revising

7 content of such plans; requiring public

8 heari ngs and analysis relating to excess

9 paperwork and data collection; requiring

10 district school board establishnent of a task

11 force to reduce paper and el ectronic reporting

12 requi renents; providing task force duties;

13 anendi ng s. 1003.415, F.S.; deleting the

14 personal i zed m ddl e school success pl an

15 anendi ng s. 1008.25, F.S., relating to student

16 progression; requiring inplenentation of

17 progress-nonitoring plans and del eti ng student

18 i mprovenent plans; providing planning options

19 to i nprove student academ c achi evenent;
20 deleting certain provisions relating to student
21 remedi ati on; amending ss. 411.227, 1002. 20,
22 1003.51, and 1003.52, F.S.; conform ng
23 provi sions; providing an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (16) of section
28| 1001.42, Florida Statutes, is amended, subsection (22) is
29| renunbered as subsection (23), and a new subsection (22) is
30| added to that section, to read:
31
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1 1001.42 Powers and duties of district schoo

2| board.--The district school board, acting as a board, shal

3| exercise all powers and performall duties |listed bel ow

4 (16) | MPLEMENT SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT AND

5| ACCOUNTABI LI TY.--Mintain a system of school inprovenent and
6| education accountability as provided by statute and State

7| Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenment and
8| education accountability shall be consistent with, and

9| inplenmented through, the district's continuing system of

10| pl anning and budgeting required by this section and ss.

11| 1008. 385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of schoo

12| i nprovenent and education accountability shall include, but is
13| not limted to, the foll ow ng:

14 (a) School inprovenment plans.--Annually approve and
15| require i nplenentati on of a new, anended, or continuation

16| school inprovenent plan for each school in the district that
17| is designated as performance grade category "C' or bel ow or

18| that is required to have a school inprovenent plan under

19| federal law, except that a district school board may establish
20| a district school inprovenent plan that includes all schools
21| in the district operating for the purpose of providing
22| educational services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile
23| Justice prograns. The district school board may require a
24| school that is designated as perfornmance grade category "A" or
25("B" to conplete a school inprovenent plan. A schoo
26| inprovenent Sueh plan shall be designed to achieve the state
27| education priorities pursuant to s. 1000.03(5) and student
28| performance standards. In addition, any school required to
29| inplenment a rigorous reading requirement pursuant to s.
30| 1003. 415 must include such conmponent in its school inprovenent
31| plan. Each plan shall address student achi evenent goals and
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strategi es based on state and school district proficiency

standards. The plan nmay al so address issues relative to other

acadenmic-related matters budget—training—nastructional

aHoeeatien, as determined by district school board policy, and
shall be based on an anal ysis of student achi evenment and ot her
school performance data.

(22) REDUCE PAPERWORK AND DATA COLLECTI ON AND
REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS. - -

(a) Paperwork and data collection.--Hold extensive

public hearings and provide detailed analysis of burden hours

needed to conpl ete paperwork, hard copies, and el ectronic

copies required under a state nmandate if the district schoo

board will exceed paperwork and data coll ection requirenents

of the state nmandate. "Burden hours" are defined as the anpunt

of time required to gather, conpile, conplete, transnmt, and

report information.

(b) Task force.--Establish a task force to reduce the

paper and electronic reporting requirenents that inpact the

school district, which may include the duties specified in s.

1008.385(2)(b). A mpjority of the task force nenmbers nust be

cl assroom teachers with additional menbers including, but not

limted to, one exceptional student education teacher, schoo

adm nistrators, district-level personnel, and the district

school superintendent. The task force nust seek to reduce the

burden hours required of school district staff by nmking

recommendations to the district school board on ways to
3
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1| reduce, elinminate, revise, or consolidate requirenents

2| relating to, but not linmted to, student attendance, student

3| behavior, and teacher |esson plans. The task force nust

4| annually report its actions and recommendations to the

5| Department of Education. The departnent shall review the

6| annual reports and progress of each school district task force
7| and, based on such information, provide its reconmendations to
8| school districts for reduction, elimnation, revision, or

9| consolidati on of paper and electronic reporting requirenents.
10 Section 2. Subsection (8) of section 1003.415, Florida
11| Statutes, is renunbered as subsection (7) and present

12| subsection (7) of that section is anmended to read:

13 1003. 415 The M ddl e G ades Reform Act. --

14 —PERSONALHZEBM-BBLE-SCHOOL—SUECESS—PEAN——

15 2—Beginnirg—with—the 2004—2005—school—yrear—each

16 | prretrpal—of—a—schoeol—wth—aw-ddl-e—gradeshall—desigrate

17| eertified—staffrwenbers—atthe sechoolto—develop—and

18| admnister—a—persenaized—m-ddlesecheol—suecess—planfor—each

w
e
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1 Section 3. Subsection (4), paragraphs (b) and (c) of
2| subsection (6), and paragraph (b) of subsection (7) of section
3| 1008.25, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

4 1008.25 Public school student progression; renedia

5| instruction; reporting requirenents.--

6 (4) ASSESSMENT AND REMEDI ATI ON. - -

7 (a) Each student nust participate in the statew de

8| assessnent tests required by s. 1008.22. Each student who does
9| not neet specific |levels of performance as deterni ned by the
10| district school board in reading, witing, science, and

11| mathematics for each grade |evel, or who does not neet

12| specific levels of performance as determ ned by the

13| comm ssioner on statew de assessnents at sel ected grade

14| levels, must be provided with additional diagnostic

15| assessnments to determ ne the nature of the student's

16| difficulty and areas of acaden c need.

17 (b) The school in which the student is enrolled nust
18| develop, in consultation with the student's parent, and nust
19| inplenent a progress-nonitoring plan. A progress-nonitoring
20| plan is intended to provide the school district and the schoo
21| flexibility in neeting the acadenic needs of the student and
22| to reduce paperwork. A student who is not neeting the schoo
23| district or state requirenents for proficiency shall be
24| covered by one of the following plans to target instruction
25| and identify ways to inprove his or her academi c achi evenent:
26 1. A federally required student plan such as an
27| individual education plan
28 2. A schoolw de system of progress nonitoring for al
29| students; or
30 3. An individualized progress-nonitoring plan
31
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The plan chosen must be ar—academcinprovenrent—plan desi gned

to assist the student or the school in neeting state and

district expectations for proficiency. Fer—a—student—for—whom
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1 (6) ELI M NATI ON OF SOCI AL PROMOTI ON. - -

2 (b) The district school board may only exenpt students
3| frommandatory retention, as provided in paragraph (5)(b), for
4| good cause. Good cause exenptions shall be limted to the

5| follow ng:

6 1. Limted English proficient students who have had
7| less than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers of
8| Ot her Languages program

9 2. Students with disabilities whose individua

10| education plan indicates that participation in the statew de
11| assessnment programis not appropriate, consistent with the
12| requirenents of State Board of Education rule.

13 3. Students who denonstrate an acceptable | evel of

14| performance on an alternative standardi zed readi ng assessnent
15| approved by the State Board of Education

16 4. Students who denonstrate, through a student

17| portfolio, that the student is reading on grade |evel as

18| evidenced by denonstration of mastery of the Sunshine State
19| Standards in reading equal to at |least a Level 2 perfornmance
20| on the FCAT.

21 5. Students with disabilities who participate in the
22| FCAT and who have an individual education plan or a Section
23| 504 plan that reflects that the student has received the

24| intensive renediation in readi ng—as—+eguiredby—paragraph
25 (4B for nore than 2 years but still denpbnstrates a

26| deficiency in reading and was previously retained in

27| kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3.

28 6. Students who have received the intensive

29| renedi ation in readi ng as—reguiredbyparagraph—{4-b)> for 2
30| or nore years but still denobnstrate a deficiency in reading
31| and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1
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1| grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. Intensive reading
2| instruction for students so pronoted nust include an altered
3| instructional day based—upon—an—acaderme—inproverent—plan that
4| includes specialized diagnostic information and specific

5| reading strategies for each student. The district school board
6| shall assist schools and teachers to inplenent reading

7| strategies that research has shown to be successful in

8| inproving readi ng anong | ow perform ng readers.

9 (c) Requests for good cause exenptions for students
10| fromthe mandatory retention requirenent as described in

11| subparagraphs (b)3. and 4. shall be nade consistent with the
12| foll ow ng:

13 1. Docunentation shall be submitted fromthe student's
14| teacher to the school principal that indicates that the

15| pronotion of the student is appropriate and is based upon the
16| student's acadenic record. In order to mnimze paperwork

17| requirenents, such documentation shall consist only of the

18| existing academe—irproverenrt—plan— individual educationa

19| plan, if applicable, report card, or student portfolio.

20 2. The school principal shall review and di scuss such
21| recommendation with the teacher and make the determination as
22| to whether the student should be pronpted or retained. If the
23| school principal determ nes that the student should be

24| pronoted, the school principal shall nmake such recommendati on
25 in writing to the district school superintendent. The district
26| school superintendent shall accept or reject the schoo

27| principal's recomrendation in witing.

28 (7) SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSI ON FOR RETAI NED READERS. - -

29 (b) Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, each

30| school district shall

31
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1. Conduct a review of student acadeni c +wproeverent
pl ans for all students who did not score above Level 1 on the
readi ng portion of the FCAT and did not neet the criteria for
one of the good cause exenptions in paragraph (6)(b). The
revi ew shall address additional supports and services, as
described in this subsection, needed to renediate the
identified areas of reading deficiency. The school district
shall require a student portfolio to be conpleted for each
such student.

2. Provide students who are retained under the
provi si ons of paragraph (5)(b) with intensive instructiona
services and supports to renediate the identified areas of
readi ng deficiency, including a m ninum of 90 m nutes of
daily, uninterrupted, scientifically research-based readi ng
i nstruction and ot her strategies prescribed by the schoo
district, which may include, but are not limted to:

a. Small group instruction.

b. Reduced teacher-student ratios.

c. Mre frequent progress nonitoring.

d. Tutoring or nentoring.

e. Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade
st udent s.

f. Extended school day, week, or year

Surmmer readi ng canps.

Provide witten notification to the parent of any
student who is retained under the provisions of paragraph
(5)(b) that his or her child has not nmet the proficiency |eve
required for pronotion and the reasons the child is not
eligible for a good cause exenption as provided in paragraph
(6)(b). The notification nmust conply with the provisions of s.
1002.20(14) and rust include a description of proposed

10
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i nterventions and supports that will be provided to the child
to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.

4. Implement a policy for the m dyear pronotion of any
student retained under the provisions of paragraph (5)(b) who
can denonstrate that he or she is a successful and independent
reader, reading at or above grade |level, and ready to be
promoted to grade 4. Tools that school districts may use in
reeval uating any student retai ned may include subsequent
assessnents, alternative assessnents, and portfolio reviews,
in accordance with rules of the State Board of Educati on.
Students promoted during the school year after Novenber 1 nust
denonstrate proficiency above that required to score at Leve
2 on the grade 3 FCAT, as determ ned by the State Board of
Educati on. The State Board of Education shall adopt standards
that provi de a reasonabl e expectation that the student's
progress is sufficient to master appropriate 4th grade | eve
readi ng skills.

5. Provide students who are retained under the
provi si ons of paragraph (5)(b) with a high-perform ng teacher
as determ ned by student performance data and
above-satisfactory performance appraisals.

6. In addition to required readi ng enhancenent and
accel eration strategies, provide parents of students to be
retained with at | east one of the follow ng instructiona
options:

a. Supplenental tutoring in scientifically
research-based reading services in addition to the regul ar
readi ng bl ock, including tutoring before and/or after school

b. A "Read at Hone" plan outlined in a parenta
contract, including participation in "Fam|lies Building Better
Readers Workshops" and regul ar parent-gui ded horme reading.

11
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1 c. A nmentor or tutor with specialized reading

2| training.

3 7. Establish a Readi ng Enhancenent and Accel eration
4| Devel opnent (READ) Initiative. The focus of the READ

5| Initiative shall be to prevent the retention of grade 3

6| students and to offer intensive accel erated reading

7| instruction to grade 3 students who failed to neet standards
8| for promotion to grade 4 and to each K-3 student who is

9| assessed as exhibiting a reading deficiency. The READ

10| Initiative shall

11 a. Be provided to all K-3 students at risk of

12| retention as identified by the statew de assessment system
13| used in Reading First schools. The assessment mnust neasure
14| phonem ¢ awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabul ary, and

15| conprehension.

16 b. Be provided during regular school hours in addition
17| to the regular reading instruction.

18 c. Provide a state-identified reading curriculumthat
19| has been reviewed by the Florida Center for Readi ng Research
20| at Florida State University and neets, at a mininmm the

21| follow ng specifications:

22 (1) Assists students assessed as exhibiting a reading
23| deficiency in developing the ability to read at grade |evel.
24 (I'l')y Provides skill devel opnent in phonem c awar eness,
25| phonics, fluency, vocabul ary, and conprehension.

26 (I'11) Provides scientifically based and reliable

27| assessment.

28 (I'V) Provides initial and ongoing anal ysis of each
29| student's readi ng progress.

30 (V) Is inplemented during regular school hours.

31
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1 (VI) Provides a curriculumin core academ c subjects
2| to assist the student in nmintaining or neeting proficiency

3| levels for the appropriate grade in all academ ¢ subjects.

4 8. Establish at each school, where applicable, an

5| Intensive Acceleration Class for retained grade 3 students who
6| subsequently score at Level 1 on the reading portion of the

7| FCAT. The focus of the Intensive Acceleration Class shall be
8| to increase a child's reading level at |east two grade |evels
9| in 1 school year. The Intensive Acceleration Cl ass shall

10 a. Be provided to any student in grade 3 who scores at
11| Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and who was

12| retained in grade 3 the prior year because of scoring at Leve
13| 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT.

14 b. Have a reduced teacher-student ratio

15 c. Provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the
16| majority of student contact tine each day and incorporate

17| opportunities to naster the grade 4 Sunshine State Standards
18| in other core subject areas.

19 d. Use a reading programthat is scientifically
20| research-based and has proven results in accel erating student
21| reading achi evement within the same school year
22 e. Provide intensive | anguage and vocabul ary
23| instruction using a scientifically research-based program
24| including use of a speech-I|anguage therapist.
25 f. Include weekly progress nonitoring neasures to
26| ensure progress is being made.
27 g. Report to the Departnent of Education, in the
28| manner described by the departnent, the progress of students
29| in the class at the end of the first senester
30 9. Report to the State Board of Education, as
31| requested, on the specific intensive reading interventions and

13
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supports inplenented at the school district level. The
Commi ssi oner of Education shall annually prescribe the
requi red conponents of requested reports.

10. Provide a student who has been retained in grade 3
and has received intensive instructional services but is stil
not ready for grade pronotion, as determ ned by the schoo
district, the option of being placed in a transitiona
i nstructional setting. Such setting shall specifically be
designed to produce |earning gains sufficient to neet grade 4
performance standards while continuing to renedi ate the areas
of reading deficiency.

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
411. 227, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

411.227 Conponents of the Learning Gateway. --The
Learni ng Gateway system consists of the followi ng conponents:
(3) EARLY EDUCATI ON, SERVI CES AND SUPPORTS. - -

(b) Denpnstration projects shall develop strategies to
i ncrease the use of appropriate intervention practices with
chil dren who have | earning problens and | earning disabilities
within public and private early care and educati on prograns
and K-3 public and private school settings. Strategies my
i nclude training and technical assistance teans. Intervention
nmust be coordi nated and rmust focus on providing effective
supports to children and their famlies within their regular
education and comrunity environment. These strategi es nust
i ncorporate, as appropriate, school and district activities
related to the student's academ ¢ irpreverent plan and nust
provi de parents with greater access to comrunity-based
services that should be avail able beyond the traditiona
school day. Academ c expectations for public school students
in grades K-3 nmust be based upon the | ocal school board's

14
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1| adopted proficiency levels. When appropriate, school personne
2| shall consult with the |ocal Learning Gateway to identify

3| other conmunity resources for supporting the child and the

4| famly.

5 Section 5. Subsection (11) of section 1002.20, Florida
6| Statutes, is anmended to read:

7 1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of

8| public school students nust receive accurate and tinely

9| information regarding their child' s academnm c progress and nust
10| be infornmed of ways they can help their child to succeed in
11| school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded nunerous
12| statutory rights including, but not Iinmted to, the follow ng:
13 (11) STUDENTS W TH READI NG DEFI Cl ENCI ES. - - Each

14| el enentary school shall regularly assess the reading ability
15| of each K-3 student. The parent of any K-3 student who

16| exhibits a reading deficiency shall be inmediately notified of
17| the student's deficiency with a description and expl anation
18| in ternms understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of
19| the student's difficulty in learning and | ack of achi evenent
20| in reading; shall be consulted in the devel opnent of a

21| progress-nonitoring detatedacaderec—inprovenrent plan, as

22| described in s. 1008.25(4)(b); and shall be inforned that the
23| student will be given intensive reading instruction until the
24| deficiency is corrected. This subsection operates in addition
25| to the renedi ati on and notification provisions contained in s.
26| 1008.25 and in no way reduces the rights of a parent or the
27| responsibilities of a school district under that section

28 Section 6. Paragraph (n) of subsection (2) of section
29| 1003.51, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

30 1003.51 O her public educational services.--

31
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1 (2) The State Board of Education shall adopt and

2| maintain an adnministrative rule articulating expectations for
3| effective education progranms for youth in Departnent of

41 Juvenile Justice progranms, including, but not linmted to,

5| education progranms in juvenile justice comm tnment and

6| detention facilities. The rule shall articulate policies and
7| standards for education programs for youth in Departnent of

8| Juvenile Justice prograns and shall include the follow ng:

9 (n) Performance expectations for providers and

10| district school boards, including the provision of a

11| progress-nonitoring anr—acadere—+rproverent plan as required
12| in s. 1008. 25.

13 Section 7. Subsection (7) of section 1003.52, Florida
14| Statutes, is anended to read:

15 1003.52 Educational services in Departnment of Juvenile
16| Justice programs. --

17 (7) A progress-nonitoring Ar—acaderec—i+nproverent pl an
18| shall be devel oped for students who score bel ow the |eve

19| specified in district school board policy in reading, witing,
20| and mat hematics or below the | evel specified by the

21| Commi ssioner of Education on statew de assessnents as required
22| by s. 1008.25. These plans shall address academc, literacy,
23| and life skills and shall include provisions for intensive

24| renmedial instruction in the areas of weakness.

25 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006

26

27

28

29

30

31
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