Fl ori da Senate - 2006 CS for SB 428

By the Committee on Governnental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senators Lawson, Smith and Fasano

585- 1296- 06
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to reinmbursenent for travel
3 expenses; anending s. 112.061, F.S.
4 establishing per diem subsistence, and m | eage
5 rates for travel expenses of public enployees;
6 conform ng provisions and del eti ng obsol ete
7 provi si ons; authorizing an exenption; providing
8 for future adjustnments of such rates; providing
9 an effective date.
10
11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12
13 Section 1. Subsection (1), paragraphs (e) and (g) of
14| subsection (3), subsection (6), paragraph (d) of subsection
15| (7), and subsections (11) and (14) of section 112.061, Florida
16| Statutes, are anended, and subsection (15) is added to that
17| section, to read:
18 112. 061 Per diem and travel expenses of public
19| officers, enployees, and authorized persons.--
20 (1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --There are inequities,
21| conflicts, inconsistencies, and | apses in the nunmerous | aws
22| regul ati ng er—atterpting—toregulate travel expenses of public
23| officers, enployees, and authorized persons in the state. It
24| is the intent of the Legislature:
25 (a) To renmedy same and to establish a uniformgsystem
26| of travel reinbursenent meximum rates, anrdtimtatiens— with
27| certain justifiable exceptions and exenptions, applicable to
28| all authorized travel ers puble—eoffiecers—enpltoyeess—and
29| autherized—persons whose travel expenses are paid by a public
30| agency.
31
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1 (b) To preserve the standardization and unifornmity

2| established by this |aw

3 1. The provisions of this section shall prevail over

4| any conflicting provisions in a general |aw, present or

5| future, to the extent of the conflict; but if any such genera

6| |aw contains a specific exenption fromthis section, including

7| a specific reference to this section, such general |aw shal

8| prevail, but only to the extent of the exenption.

9 2. The provisions of any special or local |aw, present
10| or future, shall prevail over any conflicting provisions in
11| this section, but only to the extent of the conflict.

12 (3) AUTHORITY TO | NCUR TRAVEL EXPENSES. - -

13 (e) The agency head, or a designated representative

14| may pay by advancenent or reinbursenment, or a conbination

15| thereof, the costs of per diemof travel ers anrd—authorized

16| persens for foreign travel at the current rates as specified
17| in the federal publication "Standardi zed Regul ati ons

18| (Governnent Civilians, Foreign Areas)" and incidental expenses
19| as provided in this section.

20 (g) The secretary of the Departnent of Health or a

21| designee may authorize travel expenses incidental to the

22| rendering of medical services for and on behalf of clients of
23| the Departnent of Health. The Departnment of Health may

24| establish rates |lower than the rate medrum provided in this
25| section for these travel expenses.

26 (6) RATES OF PER DI EM AND SUBSI STENCE ALLOWANCE. - - For
27| purposes of reinmbursenent rates and methods of cal cul ation

28| per diem and subsistence all owances are provided as foll ows

29| dividedintothefollowinggroups—andrates:

30 (a) Al travelers shall be allowed for subsistence

31| when traveling to a convention or conference or when traveling
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within or outside the state in order to conduct bona fide
state business, which convention, conference, or business
serves a direct and | awful public purpose with relation to the
publi c agency served by the person attendi ng such neeting or
conducting such business, either of the follow ng for each day
of such travel at the option of the traveler

1. For fiscal year 2006-2007, the rate of per diem

shall be $90 and shall be adjusted annually thereafter

pursuant to subsection (15): however, in no case may the

state-established per diemrate exceed the standard federa
per diemrate for the continental United States Ffty—deHars
per—diem or

2. | f actual expenses exceed the ampunt permitted in

subpar agraph 1.$56, the amounts pernmitted in paragraph (b)

for subsistence meals, plus actual expenses for |odging at a
si ngl e-occupancy rate to be substantiated by paid bills

t her ef or.

When | odging or nmeals are provided at a state institution, the
travel er shall be reinbursed only for the actual expenses of
such | odgi ng or neals, not to exceed the maxi mum provi ded for
in this subsection.

(b) Al travelers shall be allowed the follow ng
amounts for subsistence while on Class Ctravel on officia
busi ness as provided in paragraph (5)(b):

1. Breakfast. Travelers are allowed $5 for fiscal year

2006- 2007 and thereafter as adjusted annually pursuant to

subsection (15).$3

2. Lunch._Travelers are allowed $11 for fiscal vyear

2006- 2007 and thereafter as adjusted annually pursuant to

subsection (15).$6
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3. Dinner._Travelers are allowed $23 for fiscal year

2006- 2007 and thereafter as adjusted annually pursuant to
subsection (15).%$42

(c) No one, whether traveling out of state or in

state, shall be reinbursed for any neal or |odging included in

a convention or conference registration fee paid by the state.

(7) TRANSPORTATI ON. - -

(d)1. The use of privately owned vehicles for officia
travel in lieu of publicly owned vehicles or commopn carriers
may be authorized by the agency head or his or her designee.
Whenever travel is by privately owned vehicle_

a. A—the traveler shall be entitled to a m | eage

al l omance at a #xed rate of 44.5 25 cents per nile for the
2006-2007 fiscal year and thereafter as adjusted annually
pursuant to subsection (15);: or fer—statefisecal—year
49941995 and29-—cents—per—nite

b. The traveler shall be entitled to thereafter—or the

common carrier fare for such travel, if as determined by the

agency head to be nore econom cal

2. Reinmbursenent for expenditures related to the
operation, maintenance, and ownership of a vehicle shall not
be all owed when privately owned vehicles are used on public
busi ness and rei mbursenent is made pursuant to this paragraph
except as provided in subsection (8).

3.2— Al nileage shall be shown from point of origin
to point of destination and, when possible, shall be conputed
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on the basis of the current nap of the Departnent of
Transportation. Vicinity m | eage necessary for the conduct of
of ficial business is allowable but nust be shown as a separate
item on the expense voucher

(11) TRAVEL AUTHORI ZATI ON AND VOUCHER FORMS. - -

(a) Authorization forns.--The Departnment of Financia
Services shall furnish a uniformtravel authorization request
form which shall be used by all state officers, anrd enployees,
and aut horized persons when requesting approval for the
performance of travel to a convention or conference. The form
shall include, but not be limted to, provision for the nane
of each travel er, purpose of travel, period of travel,
estimted cost to the state, and a statenment of benefits
accruing to the state by virtue of such travel. A copy of the
program or agenda of the convention or conference, item zing
regi stration fees and any neals or lodging included in the
regi stration fee, shall be attached to, and filed with, the
copy of the travel authorization request formon file with the
agency. The form shall be signed by the traveler and by the
travel er's supervisor stating that the travel is to be
incurred in connection with official business of the state.
The head of the agency or his or her designated representative
shall not authorize or approve such request in the absence of
the appropriate signatures. A copy of the travel authorization
formshall be attached to, and becone a part of, the support
of the agency's copy of the travel voucher

(b) Voucher forms.--

1. The Departnment of Financial Services shall furnish
a uniformtravel voucher form which shall be used by all state
of ficers, anrd enpl oyees, and authorized persons when
submtting travel expense statenents for approval and paynent.
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No travel expense statenent shall be approved for paynent by
the Chief Financial Oficer unless nade on the form prescribed
and furnished by the departnment. The travel voucher form shal
provi de for, anong other things, the purpose of the officia
travel and a certification or affirmation, to be signed by the
traveler, indicating the truth and correctness of the claimin
every material matter, that the travel expenses were actually
incurred by the travel er as necessary in the performance of
official duties, that per diemclainmed has been appropriately
reduced for any neals or |odging included in the convention or
conference registration fees clainmed by the traveler, and that
t he voucher conforns in every respect with the requirenents of
this section. The original copy of the executed uniformtrave
aut horization request formshall be attached to the uniform
travel voucher on file with the respective agency.

2. Statenents for travel expenses incidental to the
renderi ng of nedical services for and on behalf of clients of
the Departnent of Health shall be on forns approved by the
Depart ment of Financial Services.

(14) APPLI CABI LITY TO COUNTI ES, COUNTY OFFI CERS
DI STRI CT SCHOOL BOARDS, AND SPECI AL DI STRICTS. - -

(a) The following entities nmay establish rates that

vary fromthe per diemrate provided in paragraph (6)(a), the

subsi stence rates provided in paragraph (6)(b), or the nileage

rate provided in paragraph (7)(d), if those rates are not |ess

than the statutorily established rates that are in effect for
the 2005-2006 fiscal year Rates—+that—execeed—the—rmraxdramtravel
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1. The governing body of a county by the enactnment of
an ordi nance or resolution;

2. A county constitutional officer, pursuant to s.
1(d), Art. VIII of the State Constitution, by the
establishnment of witten policy;

3. The governing body of a district school board by
t he adoption of rules; or

4. The governing body of a special district, as
defined in s. 189.403(1), except those special districts that
are subject to s. 166.021(10), by the enactnent of a
resol ution.

(b) Rates established pursuant to paragraph (a) nust
apply uniformy to all travel by the county, county
constitutional officer and entity governed by that officer
district school board, or special district.

(c) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection,
counties, county constitutional officers and entities governed
by those officers, district school boards, and specia
districts, other than those subject to s. 166.021(10), renmin
subject to the requirenents of this section.

(15) STATE TRAVEL REI MBURSEMENT RATES AND
ADJUSTMENTS. - - On or before June 30, 2007, and annually

thereafter, the uniform subsistence anpunts, nileage rates,

and per diemrates applicable for the next fiscal year shal

be adjusted to reflect the percentage change in the Consuner

Price Index for All Urban Consuners, U.S. City Average Since

June 1, 2005. However, the per diemrate may not exceed the

standard federal per diemrate for the continental United

States as published by the General Services Adninistration for

the applicable year. The Chief Financial Oficer shall perform

the cal cul ations necessary to determ ne the adjusted rates as
7
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provided by this subsection and shall adopt and publish the

revised rates by rule.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 428

Sets rate of mileage rei nbursenent at 44.5 cents per nile
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