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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 CS for SB 448

By the Comrittee on Health and Human Services Appropriations;
and Senator W/ son

603-2306- 06
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to independent |iving;
requiring the Departnment of Children and Famly
Services to create a pilot programin
M am - Dade County to provide continued foster
care until participants reach the age of 21
years; providing eligibility requirenents;
requiring that the circuit court select
partici pants; prescribing services that will be
continued; requiring periodic adnministration to
partici pants of an independent |iving
assessnment tool; requiring the departnment to
subnmit a report to the court; requiring the
sel ection of a cohort group for the purpose of
conparing results; requiring reports to the
Legi sl ature; providing for expiration of the
program providing an appropriation; providing

an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Optional pilot programfor continued foster

care to age 21.--

(1) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

shal |l devel op an optional continued foster care pilot program

in Manm -Dade County. The circuit court having jurisdiction

over young adults who are prospective participants shal

select participants for the programon its own authority or

upon the recomendation of the young adult who wi shes to

participate, his or her case nmanager, or _quardian ad |litem

Each participant nust be younger than 18 years of age at the
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tine of entry into the program and nust be or nust have been

in foster care. The departnent may accept up to 50

participants into the pilot program A participant wll

continue to receive all foster care services, will renmnin

under continued court jurisdiction, and will remain in his or

her current foster or group home placenent or another |icensed

foster hone arranged by the | ead agency until he or she | eaves

the pilot program or reaches 21 years of age, whi chever occurs

first.

(2) The department or the | ead agency nust use the

i ndependent |iving assessnment tool referred to in s.

409.1451(4)(b)4. ., Florida Statutes, to assess each young adult

no later than 1 nonth after he or she reaches 17 yvears of age

to determ ne the young adult's specific needs and recommend

appropriate services. The independent |iving assessnment too

nmust be administered annually to determine the program s

effectiveness or lack thereof. The departnent or | ead agency

nmust _annual ly subnmit a report to the court as part of the

judicial review

(3) The Departnent of Children and Family Services

shall select a cohort of up to 50 young adults who were

fornerly in foster care, who were not eliqgible for the

Road- To- | ndependence Schol arship, and who live in a county

simlar to Mam -Dade County and shall conpare this cohort to

the participants in the pilot programby admnistering to them

the sanme independent |iving assessnent t ool

(4) The departnent shall prepare an annual report and

submt it to the Legislature by January 31 of each year and

shall submit a final report by Decenber 1, 2010. The annua

reports nust conpare the young adults in the pilot programto

the cohort sel ected under subsection (3). The final report
2
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nmust _include an analysis, including a fiscal analysis, and a

recommendati on of the benefits and drawbacks of duplicating

the pilot programthroughout the state.

(5) This section expires July 1, 2010.

Section 2. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Children and Fam |y

Services, District 11, for the 2006-2007 fiscal year, the sum

of $500,000 to be used in inplenenting the pilot program

created under section 1 of this act. The departnment nay

transfer funds appropriated in this section to the Agency for

Health Care Administration to fund the Medicaid cost of this

pilot program

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 448

Clarifies that the pilot shall be admi nistered by the
Department of Children and Families, not the comrunity-based
care | ead agency provider

Clarifies that the pilot shall serve uE to 50 children in
order to remain within the limts of the appropriation

Aut hori zes the departnent to transfer funds fromthe funds
appropriated in the bill to the Agency for Health Care
Adr1n|stration for the Medicaid cost associated with the
pil ot.
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