Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 46

By Senator Diaz de la Portilla

36-122-06
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the M am -Dade County Schoo
3 Board; providing for the relief of Maria Gough
4 and Jorge Gough, parents and natural guardi ans
5 of Jai me Gough, a mnor, and of Jorge Gough, as
6 personal representative of the estate of Jaine
7 Gough, for the wongful death of their son
8 whi ch was due in part to the school board's
9 negligent failure to prevent forseeable
10 vi ol ence on school grounds; providing for the
11 paynment of danages; providing an effective
12 dat e.
13
14 WHEREAS, on February 3, 2004, Jaime Gough, a
15| 14-year-old gifted student and violinist, was fatally stabbed
16| by a classmate in a bathroom at Sout hwood M ddl e School in
17| M am - Dade County, and
18 WHEREAS, according to sworn statenents by other
19| students, Jaine's assailant, 14-year-old M chael Hernandez,
20| had brought a knife to the school alnpost daily, not just on
21| the day of the assault, and
22 WHEREAS, the M ami - Dade County School Board had been
23| advised in 1999 by the President of the National Institute of
24| School Safety to install nmetal detectors or X-ray machines,
25| but the school board had not done so, and
26 VWHEREAS, the M ami-Dade School Board was on notice that
27| crinmes frequently occur in the county's schools, since crine
28| statistics kept by the board show, for exanple, that in the
29| 2002-2003 school year, 24,526 offenses were reported in the
30| county school system and that 175 of those offenses involved
31| the possession of weapons, and
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WHEREAS, the M ami - Dade County Police Departnent's
public records show that, in the 3-year period before Jaine
Gough died, many crinmes had occurred at Sout hwood M ddl e
School, including batteries, assaults, and possession of
weapons, and

WHEREAS, during the school year preceding the year of
Jai me Gough's death, 107 calls for police service were nmade to
the middl e school, and nmore than 20 arrests were nmade, and

WHEREAS, the school used |ay people as hall nonitors
and had not adequately trained themand did not enpl oy
trained, licensed security guards, and it was comon know edge
anong the students that they coul d wander around the halls
wi t hout the required hall pass, and

VWHEREAS, after a student told the hall nonitor who was
on duty the day of the homicide that sonmeone's |egs were
protruding froma bathroomstall, the nonitor did not
i medi ately check the bathroom but waited until the second
time he was asked to go to the nurder scene, and

VWHEREAS, teachers at Sout hwood M ddl e School knew that
M chael Hernandez had been using school conputers to access
sites that feature violent crinme, but they had not taken any
di sci plinary action or corrective action, and

WHEREAS, upon | earning of her son's death, Maria Gough
col | apsed, and, subsequently, she experienced depression and
was conpelled to quit working, and

WHEREAS, in the wake of his |loss, Jorge Gough has
difficulty sleeping, has stated that Maria Gough cannot be
conforted and that he cannot count on her to do anything at

home, and he is overwhelnmed by all his responsibilities, and
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1 VWHEREAS, the nurder has caused difficulties between
2| Jainme's parents, and this once harnonious famly is broken
3| fragile, and devastated, and
4 WHEREAS, the M ami - Dade County School Board has agreed
5[ to pay to Maria Gough the sumof $ , Which includes the
6 | maxi mum of $100, 000 payabl e under section 768.28, Florida
7| Statutes, and
8 WHEREAS, the school board has agreed to pay to Jorge
9| Gough the sumof $ , Which includes the
10| maxi mum of $100, 000 payabl e under section 768.28, Florida
11| Statutes, NOW THEREFORE
12
13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
14
15 Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this
16| act are found and declared to be true.
17 Section 2. The M am - Dade County School Board is
18| directed to conpensate Maria Gough, as parent and natura
19| quardian of Jaime Gough, a minor, the sumof $
20| for the wwongful death of her son, out of funds of the
21| M am - Dade County School Board.
22 Section 3. The M am - Dade County School Board is
23| directed to conpensate Jorge Gough, as parent and natura
24| quardi an of Jainme Gough, a minor, and as persona
25| representative of the estate of the nminor, the sum of
26 |$ for the wongful death of his son, out of
27| funds of the M ani-Dade School Board.
28 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
29| | aw.
30
31
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