Fl ori da Senate - 2006 CsS for SB 504

By the Conmittee on Education Appropriations; and Senators
Wse and W I son

602- 2420- 06
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to financial assistance for
3 post secondary students; creating s. 1009.892
4 F.S.; creating the Florida Rei nbursenent G ant
5 Program to Provi de Postsecondary
6 Psycho- Educati onal Testing to Students with
7 Disabilities; providing for rul emaki ng by the
8 State Board of Education; providing that the
9 Department of Education shall adm nister the
10 program providing |egislative intent;
11 providing eligibility requirenments; prescribing
12 alimt on testing costs; providing that the
13 cost of psycho-educational testing is part of
14 the student's attendance cost; requiring a
15 student who applies for such a grant to apply
16 for a Pell Grant; providing that Pell G ant
17 entitlenment nmust be considered in determ ning a
18 student's nonetary need for a grant under this
19 section; requiring participating institutions
20 to report specified information to the
21 departnent; requiring that the anopunt of such
22 grants be specified in the CGenera
23 Appropriations Act; providing procedures;
24 requiring participating institutions to return
25 undi sbursed grant noneys to the departnent;
26 provi ding that the act be inplemented only to
27 the extent that it is funded and authori zed;
28 provi ding an effective date.
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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Section 1. Section 1009.892, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1009.892 Florida Reinbursenent Grant Programto

Provi de Post secondary Psycho- Educational Testing to Students

with Disabilities.--

(1) There is created the Florida Reinbursement G ant

Programto Provide Postsecondary Psycho-Educational Testing

for Students with Disabilities. The State Board of Education

shal |l adopt rules for adm nistering the program and the

departnent shall adninister the program It is the intent of

the Legislature that this program provide to eligible students

with disabilities reinbursenent for postsecondary

psycho-educational testing conducted by postsecondary

institutions, or conducted by private providers under contract

with postsecondary institutions, to assist in providing the

appropri ate accommpdati ons and services for students who have

specified | earning and cognitive disabilities.

(2)(a) A grant may be made under this section only to

an eligible student with disabilities who:

1. 1Is enrolled in a degree, certificate, or diplom
program
2. Is enrolled in at |least 6 senester hours per term

or the equivalent thereof, at a state university, conmmunity

college, or private postsecondary institution in this state

whi ch requires docunentation for acconmmpdati ons for

disabilities;

3. Meets the general requirenents for student

eligibility as provided in s. 1009.40, except as otherw se

provided in this section; and

4. Has a disability or disabilities as docunented

under _the Anericans with Disabilities Act.
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(b) The grants shall be awarded annually for the cost

of psycho-educational testing required by participating

institutions, and the postsecondary institution shal

determ ne the cost in an anpunt not to exceed $1,000.

(c) Any required psycho-educational testing for

students with disabilities nmust be considered a part of the

student's cost of attendance. An eligible student with a

disability who applies for a Florida Rei nbursenent Grant to

Provi de Post secondary Psycho- Educati onal Testing for Students

with Disabilities nust also apply for the Pell Gant. A

student's entitlenent to a Pell Grant nust be considered in

det erm ni ng need when conducting an_assessnent of the

financial resources available to the student. The

participating institution shall defer the cost of required

psycho-educational testing for eligible students.

(3) Fach participating institution shall report to the

departnent, by a date stipulated by the departnent, the nunber

of eligible students to whom grant noneys are di sbursed each

academic term and the necessary denpgraphic and eligibility

data concerning such students.

(4)(a) The ampunt that nmay be awarded for each grant

under this section nust be specified in the Genera

Appropriations Act. The funds appropriated for such grants

nmust be transmitted to the president of an eligible

institution, or to his or her designated representative, in

advance of the reqgistration period.

(b) A student's eliqgibility to receive a disbursenent

under this section shall be determ ned by each institution as

of the end of its reqular registration period, inclusive of a

drop-add period. The institution need not reevaluate a

student's eligibility status after that date for purposes of
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1| changing eligibility deterninations previously nmade. The
2| institution in which an eligible student is enrolled shal
3| notify the student of the ampunt of his or her award.
4 (c) FEach participating institution shall certify to
5| the department the anpunt of funds disbursed to each eligible
6| student under this section and shall renit to the departnment
7| any undi sbursed advances or refunds within 60 days after the
8| end of reqular registration.
9 (5) This section shall be inplenented only to the
10| extent specifically funded and authorized by |aw.
11 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006
12
13 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
14 Senate Bill 504
15
16| The Committee Substitute for SB 504 fixes a technicality by
changing the term "psycho-acadenic testing” to
LT BT ER Py et e mour Sed Under the ar ant progr am eStabl i shed i n
18| the bill to include psycho-educational testing conducted by
10 PELY?%StPngiders under contract wi th post secondary
20
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