Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 760

By Senator Saunders

37-731-06 See HB
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to health profession continuing
3 education; anmending s. 456.013, F.S.; exenpting
4 certain licensees under ch. 458, F.S., relating
5 to medical practice, fromcontinuing education
6 requi renents; anending s. 456.031, F.S.
7 revising requirenments for instruction on
8 donmestic violence; anending s. 456.033, F.S.
9 revising requirenments for instruction on HV
10 and AIDS for certain |licensees; anmending s.
11 464.013, F.S.; exenpting certain |icensees
12 under ch. 464, F.S., relating to nursing, from
13 conti nui ng education requirenents; providing an
14 effective date.
15
16| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17
18 Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 456.013, Florida
19| Statutes, is anended to read:
20 456. 013 Departnent; general |icensing provisions.--
21 (6) As a condition of renewal of a license, the Board
22| of Medicine, the Board of Osteopathic Medicine, the Board of
23| Chiropractic Medicine, and the Board of Podiatric Medicine
24| shall each require licensees which they respectively regul ate
25| to periodically denonstrate their professional conpetency by
26| conpleting at |east 40 hours of continuing education every 2
27| years. Licensees under chapter 458 who provide proof of
28| current specialty board certification by a credentialing
29| agency approved by the respective |licensing board shall be
30| exenpt fromthis requirenent. The boards may require by rule
31| that up to 1 hour of the required 40 or nore hours be in the
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area of risk management or cost containment. This provision
shal |l not be construed to linmt the nunber of hours that a
licensee may obtain in risk managenent or cost containment to
be credited toward satisfying the 40 or nore required hours.
This provision shall not be construed to require the boards to
i rpose any requirenment on licensees except for the conpletion
of at least 40 hours of continuing education every 2 years.
Each of such boards shall deterni ne whether any specific
continui ng education requi renents not otherw se nmandated by
| aw shall be mandated and shall approve criteria for, and the
content of, any continuing education mandated by such board.
Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of |law, the board, or the
department when there is no board, may approve by rule
alternative nmethods of obtaining continuing education credits
in risk managenent. The alternative nethods may incl ude
attending a board neeting at which another |icensee is
di sci plined, serving as a volunteer expert witness for the
departnment in a disciplinary case, or serving as a nenber of a
probabl e cause panel followi ng the expiration of a board
menber's term O her boards within the Division of Medica
Qual ity Assurance, or the departnent if there is no board, may
adopt rules granting continuing education hours in risk
managenment for attending a board neeting at which another
licensee is disciplined, for serving as a volunteer expert
witness for the departnment in a disciplinary case, or for
serving as a nenber of a probable cause panel follow ng the
expiration of a board nenber's term

Section 2. Section 456.031, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

456. 031 Requirenent for instruction on donestic
vi ol ence. - -
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(1)(a) The appropriate board shall require each person
licensed or certified under chapter 458, chapter 459, part |
of chapter 464, chapter 466, chapter 467, chapter 490, or
chapter 491 to conplete a 1-hour continuing education course,
approved by the board, on donestic violence, as defined in s.

741.28, no later than upon first renewal as—part—ef—biennial
freH-eensure—o+—reeertifeatien. The course shall consist of

i nformati on on the nunber of patients in that professional's
practice who are likely to be victins of donestic violence and
the nunber who are likely to be perpetrators of donmestic

vi ol ence, screening procedures for determ ning whether a
patient has any history of being either a victimor a
perpetrator of donestic violence, and instruction on how to
provi de such patients with information on, or howto refer
such patients to, resources in the local conmunity, such as
donmestic violence centers and other advocacy groups, that
provi de | egal aid, shelter, victimcounseling, batterer
counseling, or child protection services.

(b) Each such licensee or certificatehol der shal
submit confirmation of having conpl eted such course, on a form
provi ded by the board, when submitting fees for first eaeh
bi-eanrial- renewal .

(c) The board may approve additional equival ent
courses that may be used to satisfy the requirenents of
paragraph (a). Each licensing board that requires a |licensee
to conmpl ete an educational course pursuant to this subsection
may i nclude the hour required for conpletion of the course in
the total hours of continuing education required by |aw for
such profession unless the continuing educati on requirenents

for such profession consist of fewer than 30 hours biennially.
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(d) Any person holding two or nore |icenses subject to
the provisions of this subsection shall be permitted to show
proof of having taken one board-approved course on donestic
vi ol ence, for purposes of relicensure or recertification for
addi ti onal licenses.

(e) Failure to conply with the requirenments of this
subsection shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action
under each respective practice act and under s. 456.072(1) (k).

In addition to discipline by the board, the licensee shall be

required to conplete such course.

(2)£23>r(a) In lieu of conpleting a course as required
in subsection (1), a licensee or certificatehol der may

conplete a course in end-of-life care and palliative health

car e—-—thetH-eensee—or—ecertifeateholder—has——conptetedan

(b) In lieu of conpleting a course as required by

subsection (1), a person licensed under chapter 466 who has
conpl eted an approved donestic-vi ol ence educati on course in
the i medi ately preceding 2 years may conplete a course

approved by the Board of Dentistry.
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1 (3) 4 Each board may adopt rules to carry out the

2| provisions of this section.

3 (4) 65> Each board shall report to the President of the
4| Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

5| chairs of the appropriate substantive comrittees of the

6| Legislature by March 1 of each year as to the inplenentation

7| of and conpliance with the requirenents of this section

8 Section 3. Section 456.033, Florida Statutes, is

9| amended to read:

10 456. 033 Requirenent for instruction for certain

11| licensees on H'V and AIDS. --

12 (1) The appropriate board shall require each person

13| licensed or certified under chapter 457; chapter—458+—~chapter
14| 459+ chapter 460; chapter—461— chapter 463; part—+—ofchapter
15| 464+ chapter 465; chapter 466; or part |Il, part IIl, part V,
16| or part X of chapter 468+—er—chapter—486 to conplete a

17| continuing educati on educatienral course, approved by the

18| board, on human inmunodefici ency virus and acquired i nmune

19| deficiency syndrone as part of biennial relicensure or

20| recertification. The course shall consist of education on the
21| nodes of transm ssion, infection control procedures, clinica
22| managenent, and prevention of human i mmunodefici ency virus and
23| acquired i mmune deficiency syndronme. Such course shall include
24| information on current Florida | aw on acquired imune

25| deficiency syndrome and its inmpact on testing, confidentiality
26| of test results, treatnent of patients, and any protocols and
27| procedures applicable to human inmunodefi ci ency virus

28| counseling and testing, reporting, the offering of HIV testing
29| to pregnant wonen, and partner notification issues pursuant to
30| ss. 381.004 and 384. 25.

31
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(2) Each such licensee or certificatehol der shal
submit confirmation of having conpleted said course, on a form
as provided by the board, when subnmitting fees for each
bi enni al renewal .

(3) The board shall have the authority to approve
addi ti onal equival ent courses that may be used to satisfy the
requi renents in subsection (1). Each licensing board that
requires a |licensee to conplete an educational course pursuant
to this section nay count the hours required for conpletion of
the course included in the total continuing educationa
requi renents as required by | aw

(4) Any person holding two or nore |icenses subject to
the provisions of this section shall be pernmtted to show
proof of having taken one board-approved course on hunman
i mrunodefi ci ency virus and acquired i mune defi ci ency
syndrone, for purposes of relicensure or recertification for
addi ti onal licenses.

(5) Failure to conply with the above requirenents
shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action under each
respective |icensing chapter and s. 456.072(1)(e). In addition
to discipline by the board, the licensee shall be required to
conpl ete the course.

(6) The board shall require as a condition of granting
a license under the chapters and parts specified in subsection
(1) that an applicant nmaking initial application for Iicensure
conpl ete an educati onal course acceptable to the board on
human i mrunodefi ci ency virus and acquired i mune defi ci ency
syndrone. An applicant who has not taken a course at the tine
of licensure shall, upon an affidavit showi ng good cause, be

allowed 6 nmonths to conplete this requirenment.
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1 (7) The board shall have the authority to adopt rules
2| to carry out the provisions of this section.
3 (8) The board shall report to the Legislature by March
41 1 of each year as to the inplenentation and conpliance with
5| the requirenents of this section.
6 (9)(a) In lieu of conpleting a course as required in
7| subsection (1), the licensee nay conplete a course in
8| end-of-life care and palliative health care, so long as the
9| licensee conpleted an approved AIDS/H V course in the
10| i mredi ately precedi ng bi enni um
11 (b) In lieu of conpleting a course as required by
12| subsection (1), a person licensed under chapter 466 who has
13| conpl eted an approved AIDS/ H V course in the i mediately
14| preceding 2 years may conplete a course approved by the Board
15| of Dentistry.
16 (10) The following requirenents apply to each person
17| Licensed or certified under chapter 458, chapter 459, chapter
18| 461, part | of chapter 464, or chapter 486:
19 (a) Each person shall be required by the appropriate
20| board to conplete a continuing education course described in
21| section (1) no later than upon first renewal.
22 (b) Each person shall submit confirmation described in
23| subsection (2) when subnitting fees for first renewal.
24 (c) Each person shall be subject to sections (3), (4).
25|(5), (7)., and (8).
26 (d) In lieu of conpleting a course as required in
27| paragraph (a), each person may conplete a course in
28| end-of-life care and palliative health care.
29 Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 464.013, Florida
30| Statutes, is anended to read:
31 464.013 Renewal of license or certificate.--
7
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(3) The board shall by rule prescribe continuing
education not to exceed 30 hours biennially as a condition for
renewal of a license or certificate. The criteria for prograns

shall be approved by the board. Licensees who provide proof of

current specialty board certification by a credentialing

agency approved by the board shall be exenpt fromthis

requirenent.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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