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1
2 An act relating to education; anending s.
3 551.106, F.S.; providing that certain funds
4 transferred to the Educati onal Enhancenent
5 Trust Fund nmay be used for recurring
6 appropriations; amending s. 1003.03, F.S.
7 defining the ternms "team teaching,"
8 "co-teaching," and "inclusion teaching" for
9 pur poses of provisions authorizing the use of
10 various teaching strategies in order to
11 i mpl enment requirenents for class-size
12 reduction; anmending s. 1011.62, F.S.; revising
13 the fundi ng nodel for exceptional student
14 education prograns to provide additional funds
15 for students who are gifted in graded K through
16 8; providing a fornmula for calculating a
17 suppl enental allocation for juvenile justice
18 education prograns; deleting certain
19 categorical appropriations that a district
20 school board may, pursuant to resolution
21 transfer and use for acadenmi c cl assroom
22 i nstruction; providing for an increase in a
23 district's sparsity supplenent under certain
24 conditions; repealing s. 1011.71(5)(b), F.S.
25 relating to obsolete provisions linmting
26 certain uses of proceeds fromthe district
27 school tax; requiring the Ofice of Program
28 Policy Anal ysis and Government Accountability
29 to submt a report relating to gifted student
30 education to the Governor, the Legislature, and
31
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t he Comnmi ssi oner of Education; providing report

requi renents; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
551.106, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

551.106 License fee; tax rate; penalties.--

(2) TAX ON SLOT MACHI NE REVENUES. - -

(c)l. Funds transferred to the Educational Enhancenent
Trust Fund under paragraph (b) shall be used to suppl enent
public education funding statew de and—shal—net—beusedfor
reetr+ng—appreprati-ons.

2. |If necessary to conply with any covenant
established pursuant to s. 1013.68(4), s. 1013.70(1), or s.
1013.737(3), funds transferred to the Educati onal Enhancenent
Trust Fund under paragraph (b) shall first be available to pay
debt service on lottery bonds issued to fund schoo
construction in the event lottery revenues are insufficient
for such purpose or to satisfy debt service reserve
requi renents established in connection with |ottery bonds.
Moneys avail abl e pursuant to this subparagraph are subject to
annual appropriation by the Legislature.

Section 2. Subsection (5) of section 1003.03, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. - -

(5) TEAM TEACHI NG STRATEG ES. - -

(a) School districts may use teaching strategi es that
i nclude the assignnment of nore than one teacher to a classroom
of students and that were inplenmented before July 1, 2005.

Ef fective July 1, 2005, school districts may inplenent
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additional teaching strategies that include the assignnment of
nore than one teacher to a classroom of students for the
foll owi ng purposes only:

1. Pairing teachers for the purpose of staff
devel opnent .

2. Pairing new teachers with veteran teachers.

3. Reducing turnover anong new teachers.

4. Pairing teachers who are teaching out-of-field with
teachers who are in-field.

5. Providing for nore flexibility and innovation in
t he cl assroom

6. Inproving | earning opportunities for students,
i ncl udi ng students who have disabilities.

(b) Teaching strategies, including teamteaching,

co-teaching, or inclusion teaching, inplenented on or after

July 1, 2005, pursuant to paragraph (a) may be inplenmented
subject to the following restrictions:

1. Reasonable |linmts shall be placed on the nunber of
students in a classroomso that classroons are not
overcrowded. Teacher-to-student ratios within a curriculum
area or grade |level nust not exceed constitutional limts.

2. At |east one nenber of the team nust have at | east
3 years of teaching experience

3. At |east one nmenmber of the team nust be teaching
in-field.

4. The teachers nust be trained in teamteaching
met hods within 1 year after assignnent.

(c) As used in this subsection, the term

1. "Team teaching" or "co-teaching" neans two or _npore

teachers are assigned to a group of students and each teacher

is responsible for all of the students during the entire class

3
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period. In order to be considered teamteachi ng or

co-teaching, each teacher is responsible for planning,

delivering, and evaluating instruction for all students in the

class or subject for the entire class period.

2. "lInclusion teaching" neans two or nore teachers are

assigned to a group of students, but one of the teachers is

responsible for only one student or a small group of students

in the classroom

The use of strategies inplenented as outlined in this
subsection nmeets the letter and intent of the Florida
Constitution and the Florida Statutes which relate to

i mpl ementing class-size reduction, and this subsection applies
retroactively. A school district nmay not be penalized
financially or otherwise as a result of the use of any |ega
strategy, including, but not limted to, those set forth in
subsection (3) and this subsection.

Section 3. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
1011.62, Florida Statutes, is anmended, present paragraphs (p),
(q), (r), (s), and (t) of that subsection are redesignated as
par agraphs (q), (r), (s), (t), and (u), respectively, a new
paragraph (p) is added to that subsection, and paragraph (b)
of subsection (6) and subsection (7) of that section are
amended, to read:

1011. 62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annua
allocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

foll ows:
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(1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
OPERATI ON. - - The foll owi ng procedure shall be followed in
deternmining the annual allocation to each district for
operation:

(e) Funding nodel for exceptional student education
pr ograns. - -

1l.a. The funding nodel uses basic, at-risk, support
levels IV and V for exceptional students and career Florida
Educati on Fi nance Program cost factors, and a guaranteed
all ocation for exceptional student education prograns.

Excepti onal education cost factors are deternined by using a
matri x of services to docunent the services that each
exceptional student will receive. The nature and intensity of
the services indicated on the matrix shall be consistent with
the services described in each exceptional student's

i ndi vi dual educational plan

b. In order to generate funds using one of the two
wei ghted cost factors, a matrix of services nust be conpleted
at the tine of the student's initial placenment into an
exceptional student education program and at | east once every
3 years by personnel who have received approved training.
Nothing listed in the matrix shall be construed as limting
the services a school district nust provide in order to ensure
t hat exceptional students are provided a free, appropriate
publ i c educati on.

c. Students identified as exceptional, in accordance
with chapter 6A-6, Florida Adnministrative Code, who do not
have a matrix of services as specified in sub-subparagraph b
shall generate funds on the basis of full-tinme-equivalent
student nenbership in the Florida Education Fi nance Program at

the sane funding |level per student as provided for basic
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students. Additional funds for these exceptional students
wi |l be provided through the guaranteed allocation designated
i n subparagraph 2.

2. For students identified as exceptional who do not

have a matri x of services and students who are gifted in

grades K through 8, there is created a guaranteed all ocation

to provide these students with a free appropriate public
education, in accordance with s. 1001.42(4)(m and rul es of
the State Board of Education, which shall be all ocated
annually to each school district in the anpunt provided in the
General Appropriations Act. These funds shall be in addition
to the funds appropriated on the basis of FTE student
menbership in the Florida Education Finance Program and the
amount al l ocated for each school district shall not be
recal cul ated during the year. These funds shall be used to
provi de speci al education and rel ated services for exceptiona

students and students who are gifted in grades K through 8.

Bedgi nning with the 2007-2008 fiscal year, a district's

expenditure of funds fromthe guaranteed allocation for

students in grades 9 through 12 who are gifted nmay not be

greater than the anmpunt expended during the 2006-2007 fisca

vear for qgifted students in grades 9 through 12.

(p) Calculation of supplenental allocation for

juvenile justice education progranms.--Beginning with the

2007-2008 General Appropriations Act, the total K-12 weighted

full -time equival ent _student nenbership in juvenile justice

education prograns in each school district shall be multiplied

by the anmpunt of the state average class-size-reduction factor

nmultiplied by the district's cost differential. An anpunt

equal to the sumof this calculation shall be allocated in the

6
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1| EEFP to each school district to supplenent other sources of
2| funding for students in juvenile justice education prograns.
3 (6) CATEGORI CAL FUNDS. - -
4 (b) If a district school board finds and declares in a
5| resolution adopted at a regular neeting of the school board
6| that the funds received for any of the follow ng categorica
7| appropriations are urgently needed to maintain school board
8| specified academ c classroominstruction, the school board may
9| consider and approve an anendnent to the school district
10| operating budget transferring the identified amunt of the
11| categorical funds to the appropriate account for expenditure:
12 1. Funds for student transportation
13 2—Funds—for—in—serviee—educational—persoennel
14| t+rabninrg—
15 2.3~ Funds for safe schools.
16 4—Funds—for—public—sechool—technelogy—
17 3.5~ Funds for supplenmental academ c instruction
18 (7) DETERM NATI ON OF SPARSI TY SUPPLEMENT. - -
19 (a) Annually, in an anobunt to be determ ned by the
20| Legislature through the General Appropriations Act, there
21| shall be added to the basic amount for current operation of
22| the FEFP qualified districts a sparsity supplenment which shal
23| be conputed as foll ows:
24
25 1101. 8918
26 Sparsity Factor = 2700 + district - 0.1101
27 sparsity
28 i ndex
29
30| except that districts with a sparsity index of 1,000 or |ess
31| shall be conmputed as having a sparsity index of 1,000, and
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districts having a sparsity index of 7,308 and above shall be
conmputed as having a sparsity factor of zero. A qualified
district's full-tinme equival ent student nmenbership shall equa
or be less than that prescribed annually by the Legislature in
the appropriations act. The amount prescribed annually by the
Legi sl ature shall be no less than 17,000, but no nore than

24, 000.

(b) The district sparsity index shall be conputed by
dividing the total number of full-tinme equival ent students in
all programs in the district by the nunber of senior high
school centers in the district, not in excess of three, which
centers are approved as permanent centers by a survey nade by
t he Departnent of Educati on.

(c) If the sparsity supplenment calculated in paragraph

(a) and paradraph (b) for an eligible district is less than

$100 per full-tine equival ent student, the district's

suppl enent_shall be increased to $100 per FTE or to the

m ni nrum anount per FTE designated in the Genera

Appropriations Act.
(d) ey Each district's allocation of sparsity

suppl enent funds shall be adjusted in the foll ow ng manner

1. A maxi mum di scretionary |evy per FTE value for each
district shall be calculated by dividing the value of each
district's maxi mum di scretionary levy by its FTE student
count .

2. A state average discretionary |evy value per FTE
shall be calculated by dividing the total maxi mum
di scretionary levy value for all districts by the state tota
FTE student count.

3. Atotal potential funds per FTE for each district

shall be calculated by dividing the total potential funds, not

8
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i ncludi ng Florida School Recognition Program funds and the
m ni mum guarantee, for each district by its FTE student count.

4. A state average total potential funds per FTE shal
be cal cul ated by dividing the total potential funds, not
i ncludi ng Florida School Recognition Program funds and the
m ni mum guarantee, for all districts by the state total FTE
student count.

5. For districts that have a | evy value per FTE as
cal cul ated i n subparagraph 1. higher than the state average
cal cul ated in subparagraph 2., a sparsity wealth adj ustnent
shall be cal culated as the product of the difference between
the state average | evy value per FTE calculated in
subpar agraph 2. and the district's |evy value per FTE
cal cul ated in subparagraph 1. and the district's FTE student
count and -1. However, no district shall have a sparsity
weal t h adj ustnment that, when applied to the total potentia
funds cal cul ated in subparagraph 3., would cause the
district's total potential funds per FTE to be |l ess than the
state average cal cul ated in subparagraph 4.

6. Each district's sparsity supplenment allocation
shall be cal cul ated by addi ng the anount cal cul ated as
speci fied in paragraphs (a) and (b) and the weal th adjustnment
anount cal culated in this paragraph.

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section

1011.71, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 5. G fted student education.--

(1) By December 1, 2007, the Oifice of Program Policy

Anal ysis and Governnment Accountability shall subnmit a report

to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives, and the Conm ssioner of

Education on qgifted services and progranm ng provided to
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public school students in kindergarten through grade 12. The

report shall include findings based on the foll ow ng:

(a) A survey of each school district to identify:

1. The nmethods used to identify gifted students and

the grade | evels and nunber of schools using each nmethod.

2. The nunber of gifted students identified under each

of the nmethods specified under subparagraph 1. during the

2005- 2006 and 2006-2007 school years.

3. Whether the district inplenments a plan under rule

6A-6.03019(2)(b), Florida Adninistrative Code, to increase the

participation of students from underrepresented droups in

gi fted programm ng and the nunber of students by dgrade | eve

who were identified as gifted under such a plan in the

2005- 2006 and 2006-2007 school years.

4. The types of services and progranm ng provided to

gifted students according to grade |evel, the nunmber of

schools in which the services and programmi ng are offered, and

the nunmber of students by grade | evel who received the

services and programmi ng during the 2005-2006 and 2006- 2007

school vears. Services and programm ng identified for high

school students shall be limted to courses coded with state

course code nunbers identifying the courses as honors or

gifted.
5. The anpunt of the exceptional student education

guar anteed all ocation expended by the district during the

2005- 2006 and 2006- 2007 school years for qgifted services and

progranmi ng according to each grade level and school within

the district.

(b) An assessnent of the advantages and di sadvant ages

of current Florida |aw that classifies gifted students as

exceptional students.
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1 (c) Areviewof the practices of other states for
2| identifying gifted students and for providing and funding
3| gifted services and progranmm ng.
4 (2) The report shall include, but need not be linmted
5 to, a sunmary, discussion, and evaluation of the findings
6| under subsection (1); recomrendations for the inprovenent of
7| gifted identification practices and services and progranmm ng
8| provided to students in kindergarten through grade 12 who are
9| gifted or otherwi se acadenically talented; and proposed
10| statutory changes to inplenent the report's reconmendations.
11 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
12
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