Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 108
By Senator Hil

1- 180- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; creating the
3 M nority or Underrepresented Student
4 Achi evenrent Council; providing for the
5 appoi ntnent and qualification of nmenbers;
6 provi ding requirenents for neetings; providing
7 for reimbursenent for per diemand trave
8 expenses; providing the duties of the council
9 requiring the Commi ssioner of Education to
10 organi ze the initial meeting of the council
11 requiring the council to submt an annua
12 report to the Governor and Legi sl ature;
13 requiring the Departnment of Education to
14 provi de administrative support; requiring each
15 school board to discuss the nunmber of high
16 school students taking advanced- pl acenent
17 courses; providing an appropriation; providing
18 an effective date.
19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Munority or Underrepresented Student
23| Achi evenent Council. --
24 (1) There is created the Mnority or Underrepresented
25| Student Achi evenent Council for the purpose of identifying and
26| recruiting mnority or underrepresented high school students
27| who are eligible to participate in advanced-pl acenent courses.
28 (a) The council shall consist of the followng
29| nenbers:
30 1. The Conmissioner of Education or his or her
31| desi gnee.
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One public high school teacher.

One _communi ty-based representative.

representative froma school district.

One representative froma conmunity coll ege

S N
9
D

One representative froma college or university.

7. A parent.

(b) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives shall jointly appoint the nenbers of

the council described in subparagraphs (a)2.-7. by July 15,

2007. Four of the seven nenmbers nust be persons of

African- Anerican or Hi spanic origin.

(c) The council shall hold its first nmeeting by August

1, 2007, at which tine the nenbers shall select by nmpjority

vote a chairperson from anong the council nenbers.

(d) Al recommendations of the council shall be by

nmpjority vote

(e) The council shall neet quarterly and additiona

neetings may be held at the call of the chairperson and at

other tinmes as determined by a majority of nmenbers of the

counci | .

(f) Menbers of the council shall serve w thout

conpensation, but are entitled to reinbursement for per diem

and travel expenses in _accordance with s. 112.061, Florida

St at ut es.

(2) The nenbers of the council shall

(a) Whrk to recruit mnority or underrepresented high

school students who are eligible to participate in

advanced- pl acenent _courses by identifying students who perform

above average acadenically according to their grades or SAT or

ACT scores and whose assessnents indicate the potential to

earn a bachelor's degree in 4 years or |ess.
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(b) ldentify each minority or underrepresented student

who receives the grade of "A" or "B" in the mpjority of his or

her core courses during the first senester of the student's

freshman yvear and notify his or her parents in witing that

the student is eligible to take advanced-pl acenent courses

begi nning in the second senester of the student's freshman

ear .

(c) Exami ne best practices from high-perform ng public

hi gh schools across the United States to | earn how to close

the achi evenent gap between minority or underrepresented

students and nonmi nority students.

(3) The Conmmi ssioner of Education or his or her

desi gnee shal l

(a) Notify each nenber of the council of the tine,

date, and place where the initial neeting will be held;

(b) Mke any other arrangenents concerning the initia

neeting of the council; and

(c) Serve as the presiding officer at the initia

neeting of the council until a chairperson is el ected.

(4) The council shall issue its initial annual report

by Decenber 15, 2008, and by Decenber 15th of each foll ow ng

vear, stating the findings, conclusions, and recomendations

of the council. This report shall be submtted to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives and placed on the Departnent of

Education's website.

(5) The Departnent of Education shall provide staff

and administrative support to the council

Section 2. Each school board in this state shal

annual |y discuss during a neeting of the school board the

nunber of students, by ethnicity, gender, and zip code, who
3
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1| have taken two or nore advanced-placenent courses by their
2| junior year in high school
3 Section 3. The sum of $50,000 is appropriated fromthe
4| Ceneral Revenue Fund for the Mnority or Underrepresented
5| Student Achi evement Council
6 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
7
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9 SENATE SUMVARY
10 Creates the Mnority or Underrepresented Student
Achi evenent Council. Requires the Conm ssioner of
11 Education to organize the initial neeting of the council
Requi res the Departnent of Education to provide
12 adm ni strative support. Requires each school board to
di scuss the nunber of high school students taking
13 advanced- pl acenent courses. Provides an appropriation
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