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Civil Justice Appropriations
ADbill to be entitled

An act relating to the capital collatera

regi onal counsel; anending s. 27.701, F.S.

del eting provisions providing for a pilot

programin the northern region of the state to

operate the office of the capital collatera

regi onal counsel; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 27.701, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
27.701 Capital collateral regional counsel.--

4 There are created three regional offices of
capital collateral counsel, which shall be located in a
northern, mddle, and southern region of the state. The
northern region shall consist of the First, Second, Third,
Fourth, Eighth, and Fourteenth Judicial Crcuits; the mddle
regi on shall consist of the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, N nth,
Tenth, Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Ei ghteenth Judicial Circuits;
and the southern region shall consist of the El eventh,
Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, N neteenth, and Twentieth
Judicial Circuits. Each regional office shall be adm nistered
by a regional counsel. A regional counsel must be, and nust
have been for the preceding 5 years, a nenber in good standing
of The Florida Bar or a simlar organization in another state.
Each capital collateral regional counsel shall be appointed by
the Governor, and is subject to confirmation by the Senate.
The Suprene Court Judicial Nom nating Conmi ssion shal
recommend to the Governor three qualified candi dates for each
appoi nt nent as regi onal counsel. The Governor shall appoint a
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regi onal counsel for each region fromanong the
recommendations, or, if it is in the best interest of the fair
adm nistration of justice in capital cases, the Governor may
reject the noninations and request subm ssion of three new
nom nees by the Supreme Court Judicial Nom nating Conmi ssion
Each capital collateral regional counsel shall be appointed to
a termof 3 years. Vacancies in the office of capita
collateral regional counsel shall be filled in the sane nanner
as appoi ntments. A person appointed as a regi onal counsel my

not run for or accept appointment to any state office for 2

years foll ow ng vacation of office.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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