Fl orida Senate - 2007 CS for SB 1234
By the Committee on Education Pre-K - 12; and Senator Gaetz

581-2147-07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to student performance;
3 anmending s. 1001.03, F.S.; specifying the
4 student performance standards that nust be used
5 for civics education; creating s. 1004. 65,
6 F.S.; establishing the Florida Joint Center for
7 Citizenship; providing purpose and | ocation
8 provi di ng menbership and for an advi sory board,;
9 authorizing the center to solicit and receive
10 fundi ng; providing for an annual report;
11 anendi ng s. 1008.22, F.S.; requiring the
12 Commi ssi oner of Education to include socia
13 studi es as part of the Florida Conprehensive
14 Assessnent Test; providing an effective date.
15
16| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17
18 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1001.03, Florida
19| Statutes, is anended to read:
20 1001. 03 Specific powers of State Board of Education.--
21 (1) PUBLIC K-12 STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. - - The
22| State Board of Education shall approve the student performance
23| standards known as the Sunshine State Standards in key
24| acadeni c subject areas and grade |evels. The state board shal
25| establish a schedule to facilitate the periodic review of the
26| standards to ensure adequate rigor, relevance, |ogical student
27| progression, and the integration of reading, witing, and
28| mathematics across all subject areas. The standards revi ew by
29| subject area must include participation of curriculum]leaders
30| in other content areas, including the arts, to ensure valid
31| content area integration and to address the instructiona
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1| requirements of different | earners learnrnrg——stytes. The 2007
2| revision of the curriculum standards for social studies nust

3| include an enphasis on the integration of civics education at
4| all grade levels, based on the framework provided by the

5| National Standards for Civics and Governnent. The civics

6| standards must be included in all appropriate state testing

7| provisions and assessnents as they are developed, with an

8| enphasis on student application, analysis, synthesis, and

9| evaluation. The process and schedule for review and the design
10| and inplenentation of the proposed revisions nust include

11| I eadership and input fromthe state's classroomteachers,

12| school admi nistrators, ard community col |l eges and

13| universities, and frem representatives from busi ness and

14| industry who are identified by |ocal education foundations. A
15| report including proposed revisions nust be submtted to the
16| Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
17| House of Representatives annually to coincide with the

18| established review schedule. The revi ew schedul e and an annua
19| status report nust be submitted to the Governor, the President
20| of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
21| annually not | ater than January 1.

22 Section 2. Section 1004.65, Florida Statutes, is

23| created to read:

24 1004.65 The Florida Joint Center for Citizenship.--

25 (1) Subject to appropriation, the Florida Joint Center
26| for Citizenship is created at the Bob Graham Center for Public
27| Service at the University of Florida and the Lou Frey

28| Institute of Politics and Governnent at the University of

29| Central Florida. The center is established to pronpte civic
30| lLearning and engagenent anong the public especially young

31| people. To acconplish this purpose, the center shall
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(a) Wrk in collaboration with the Departnent of

Education, colleges and universities, school districts, and

other public and private organizations to inprove civic

| earni ng_and engagenent ;

(b) Serve as an information resource and cl earinghouse

on activities and initiatives that pronote civic |earning and

engagenent ;
(c) Ofer and support progranms that encourage civic

and political engagenent and | eadershi p; and

(d) Undertake research on civic |learning and

engagenent .
(2) The center shall operate under the | eadership of a

board of directors that neets at |l east two tines per year

Board nenbership nust include:

(a) The Governor or his or her designee;

(b) The President of the Senate or his or her

desi gnee;
(c) The Speaker of the House of Representatives or his

or _her desi gnee;

(d) The Conmmi ssioner of Education or his or her

desi gnee;
(e) The President of the University of Florida or his

or _her desi gnee;

(f) The President of the University of Central Florida

or_his or her designee;

(q) Fornmer United States Senator Bob G aham or the

chair of the board of directors of the Bob G aham Center for

Public Service; and

(h) Former United States Congressnman Louis Frey, Jr.

or _the chair of the board of directors of the Lou Frey

Institute of Politics and Governnent.
3
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1 (3) The center shall solicit and may receive state,

2| federal, and private funds for the purpose of pronmoting civic
3| Learni ng and engagenent. Revenues and expenditures shall be

4| reported to the board on a reqgular basis.

5 (4) The administrative headquarters of the center

6| shall initially be |ocated at the Lou Frey Institute of

7| Politics and Government. The headquarters may subsequently be
8| noved between the Lou Frey Institute and the Bob G aham Center
9| for Public Service at the discretion of the board.

10| Administrative and managenent responsibility and support

11| services for the center shall rest with the director of the
12| unit where the center is headquartered and shall be provided
13| as such services are normally provided to acadenic prograns.
14 (5) A statewi de advisory conmittee, whose nmenbers

15| shall be annually appointed by the board, shall be convened to
16| provide guidance and reconmendations regarding initiatives to
17| pronote civic |earning and engagenent anong nmenbers of the

18| public.

19 (6) On or before January 31 of each year, the center
20| shall provide a report of its activities to the Governor, the
21| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
22| Representatives.
23 Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
24| 1008.22, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
25 1008.22 Student assessnent program for public
26| schools. - -
27 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner
28| shall design and inplenent a statew de program of educationa
29| assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of
30| the operation and nanagenent of the public schools, including
31| schools operating for the purpose of providing educationa
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services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns.
The comnri ssioner may enter into contracts for the continued
adm ni stration of the assessnent, testing, and eval uation
programnms authorized and funded by the Legislature. Contracts
may be initiated in 1 fiscal year and continue into the next
and may be paid fromthe appropriations of either or both
fiscal years. The conmm ssioner is authorized to negotiate for
the sale or |ease of tests, scoring protocols, test scoring
services, and related materials devel oped pursuant to | aw
Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conm ssioner
shal I :

(c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent
testing program known as the Florida Conprehensive Assessnent
Test (FCAT) as part of the statew de assessnent programto
nmeasure reading, witing, science, and mathematics. The

conmi ssioner shall develop and admi nister a statew de

assessnent for social studies which includes an _enphasis on

the integration of civics education as required in s.
1001.03(1). O her content areas may be included as directed by

the comni ssioner. The assessnment of reading and mat hematics

shall be administered annually in grades 3 through 10. The
assessnment of witing and science shall be adninistered at
| east once at the elenentary, mddle, and high school |evels.

The assessnent of social studies shall be administered at

| east once at the elenentary, niddle, and high school |evels

begi nning with the 2012-2013 school year. The comm ssi oner

nmust docunent the procedures used to ensure that the versions
of the FCAT which are taken by students retaking the grade 10
FCAT are equally as challenging and difficult as the tests
taken by students in grade 10 which contain performance tasks.
The testing program nust be designed so that:
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1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the State Board of Education as specified in
paragraph (a). The tests must neasure and report student
proficiency |levels ef—alH—studenrts—assessed in reading,
writing, mathematics, and science. The comm ssioner shal
provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as
appropriate, through contracts and project agreenments with
private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,
post secondary educational institutions, or school districts.
The comnri ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design
and i npl enentation of the testing programfromstate
educat ors, assistive technol ogy experts, and the public.

2. The testing programwi |l include a conbination of
normreferenced and criterion-referenced tests and include, to
the extent deternined by the comm ssioner, questions that
require the student to produce information or performtasks in
sweh a way that allows the skills and conpetenci es he or she
uses to eanr be neasured.

3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, nust include a ihreludes—atest

ef witing test in which students are required to produce

writings that are then scored by appropriate and tinely
met hods.

4. A mnimum score is designated for each subject area
tested, bel ow which seere a student's performance i s deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these | evels.

5. Except as provided in s. 1003.428(8)(b) or s.
1003.43(11)(b), students must earn a passing score on the
grade 10 assessnent test described in this paragraph or attain
concordant scores as described in subsection (9) in reading,
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writing, and mathematics to qualify for a standard high schoo
di pl ona. The State Board of Education shall designhate a
passi ng score for each part of the grade 10 assessnent test.
In establishing passing scores, the state board shall consider
any possible negative inpact of the test on mnority students.
The State Board of Education shall adopt rules which specify
the passing scores for the grade 10 FCAT. Any sueh rul es,
whi ch have the effect of raising the required passing scores,
shall only apply to students taking the grade 10 FCAT for the
first tinme after such rules are adopted by—the—State Beard—-of
Edueation

6. Participation in the testing programis mandatory
for all students attending public school, including students
served in Departnent of Juvenile Justice progranms, except as
ot herwi se prescribed by the conm ssioner. If a student does
not participate in the statewi de assessnment, the district nust
notify the student's parent and provide the parent with
i nformati on regarding the inplications of such
nonpartici pation. A parent nust provide signed consent for a
student to receive classroominstructional accomvpdations that
woul d not be available or pernmitted on the statew de
assessnments and nmust acknowl edge in witing that he or she
understands the inplications of such instructional
accommodat i ons. The State Board of Education shall adopt
rul es, based upon recomendati ons of the comni ssioner, for the
provi si on of test accommodati ons for students in exceptiona
education prograns and for students who have |inited English
proficiency. Acconmpdations that negate the validity of a
st atewi de assessnment are not allowable in the adm nistration
of the FCAT. However, instructional accomopdations are
allowable in the classroomif included in a student's
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i ndi vi dual education plan. Students using instructiona
accommodations in the classroomthat are not all owable as
accomodat i ons on the FCAT nmay have the FCAT requirenent

wai ved pursuant to the requirenents of s. 1003.428(8)(b) or s.
1003. 43(11)(b).

7. A student seeking an adult high school diploma nust
nmeet the sane testing requirements that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

8. District school boards nust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
progressi on and high school graduation. If a student is
provided with instructional accommmodations in the classroom
that are not all owabl e as acconmpdations in the statew de
assessnment program as described in the test manuals, the
district nust informthe parent in witing and nust provide
the parent with information regarding the inpact on the
student's ability to neet expected proficiency levels in
reading, witing, and math. The conm ssioner shall conduct
studi es as necessary to verify that the required skills and
conpetencies are part of the district instructional prograns.

9. District school boards nust provide opportunities
for students to denobnstrate an acceptable |l evel of performance
on an alternative standardi zed assessnent approved by the
State Board of Education follow ng enrollnment in sumrer
acadeni es

10. The Departnent of Education must devel op-~ or
sel ect— and i nplement a common battery of assessnent tools
that will be used in all juvenile justice prograns in the
state. These tools nust accurately neasure the skills and
conpet enci es established in the Sunshine State Standards.
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11. For students seeking a special diplom pursuant to
s. 1003. 438, the Departnment of Education nust devel op or
sel ect and i nplenent an alternate assessnment tool that
accurately neasures the skills and conpetencies established in
t he Sunshine State Standards for students with disabilities

under s. 1003. 438.

The comnmi ssi oner may, based on col |l aboration and input from
school districts, design and inplenment student testing
programs, for any grade |evel and subject area, necessary to
effectively nmonitor educational achievenent in the state,
i ncludi ng the nmeasurenent of educational achievenent of the
Sunshine State Standards for students with disabilities.
Devel opnent and refinenment of assessnents shall include
uni versal design principles and accessibility standards that
wi |l prevent any unintended obstacles for students with
disabilities while ensuring the validity and reliability of
the test. These principles should be applicable to al
technol ogy platforns and assistive devices available for the
assessnments. The field testing process and psychonetric
anal yses for the statew de assessment program nmust include an
appropriate percentage of students with disabilities and an
eval uation or determination of the effect of test itens on
such students.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1234

3

4| The conmittee substitute:

5| Requires that the 2007 revision of social studies standards
for grades K-12 include an enphasis on civics education and

6| government;

7| Requires the revised standards to incorporate higher order
thinking and ﬁarticipatory skills, based on the framework

8| provided by the National Standards for Civics and Government;

9| Requires the Comn ssioner of Education to devel op and
adm ni ster, beginning in the 2012-2013 school year, an annua

10| statew de assessnment of social studies based on the revised
standards at |east once at the elenmentary, mddle, and high

11| school |evels; and

12| Establishes the Florida Joint Center for Citizenship between
the Graham Center for Public Service at the University of

13| Florida and the Lou Frey Institute for Politics and Governnment
at the University of Central Florida to pronpote civic |earning

14| and engagenent anmong Florida citizens, primarily young people.

15
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