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2 An act relating to health and human services;

3 aut horizing the Departnent of Children and

4 Fam |y Services to begin the process of

5 reorgani zation; requiring the departnent to

6 i ntegrate substance abuse and nental health

7 programs into its structure and priorities;

8 authorizing the departnent to plan for the

9 reali gnment of districts in conformance with

10 judicial circuits; requiring that a report be
11 submitted to the Legislature; authorizing the
12 departnment to use the nane Departnent of

13 Children and Families; authorizing the

14 departnment to establish conmunity partnerships
15 and advi sory groups; providing for nmenbers of
16 such partnerships or advisory groups to be

17 rei mbursed for per diem travel, and child care
18 expenses; providing for the nenbers to be

19 subject to the Code of Ethics for Public
20 O ficers and Enpl oyees; providing that neetings
21 and records of the partnerships and advisory
22 groups are subject to the public-neetings and
23 public-records | aw;, anending s. 839.13, F.S.
24 clarifying provisions that prohibit falsifying,
25 altering, or in any manner destroying records
26 if such act may be detrinmental to the health
27 safety, or welfare of an individual in the care
28 and custody of a state agency; clarifying
29 provi sions that prohibit falsifying, altering,
30 or in any manner destroying records of the
31 Department of Children and Fami|ly Services or
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its contract provider with the intent to
conceal a material fact; providing for the
application of penalties thereto; providing
ef fective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Flexibility for the Departnent of Children

and Famly Services.--

(1) The Leqgislature recognizes that nodifications to

the organi zational structure of the Departnent of Children and

Fami |y Services are necessary to inprove the effectiveness and

efficiency of the departnent. In addition, any nodifications

to the organi zational structure nust be conpatible with and

nust not inpede the schedul ed sunset revi ew pursuant to s.

11.905, Florida Statutes. Therefore, notw thstanding s. 20.19,

Florida Statutes, the Departnent of Children and Fanmily

Services is authorized to begin the process of reorgani zation

subject to further | eqgislative review and approval .

(a) The department shall integrate substance abuse and

nental health prograns into the overall structure and

priorities of the departnent. The departnent nmay plan for

realignnent of departnent districts in confornmance wth

judicial circuits and may phase in _organi zational changes to

ensure that children currently in the systemare not adversely

af f ect ed.

(b) The departnent shall prepare a detailed report

concerning its reorgani zational nodifications, including a

plan for realignnent of districts, which identifies all key

actions taken or planned to be taken. The report shall review

the departnent's progress in establishing regions and
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integrating substance abuse and nental health prograns into

the overall structure of the departnent. This report shall be

subnmitted to the Legislature by January 1, 2008, concurrently

with the Sunset Review Report.

(c) The department is authorized to use the nane

Departnent _of Children and Fanilies.

(2) The departnent may establish conmmunity

partnershi ps at the request of |ocal communities in order to

i nprove the delivery of community-based services through

comuni ty participation. Community partnerships may advi se and

recommend to the departnment ways to inprove and coordinate

comuni ty-based services. The secretary nay al so establish

such advi sory groups at the state |evel as necessary to ensure

and enhance conmmuni cation and |iaison with stakehol ders,

community |leaders, and client representatives.

(a) Menbers of any community partnership or advisory

aroup established pursuant to this subsection shall serve

wi t hout conpensation, but are entitled to receive

rei nbursenent for per diemand travel expenses, as provided in

s. 112.061, Florida Statutes. Paynent nmay be authorized for

preapproved child care expenses or | ost wages for nenbers who

are consuners of the departnent's services and for preapproved

child care expenses for other nenmbers who denpnstrate

hardshi p. Al such paynents nust be within existing resources.

(b) Menbers of any community partnership or advisory

aroup established pursuant to this subsection are subject to

the provisions of part I1ll of chapter 112, Florida Statutes,

the Code of Fthics for Public Oficers and Enpl oyees.

(c) Al partnership and advi sory group neetings are

open to the public pursuant to s. 286.011, Florida Statutes,
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and records of such neetings are subject to the public-records

provisions of s. 119.07(1), Florida Statutes.
(3) This section expires June 30, 2008.
Section 2. Effective July 1, 2007, subsection (2) of

section 839.13, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
839.13 Falsifying records.--

(2)(a) Any person who knowingly falsifies, alters

destroys, defaces, overwites, renoves, or discards by

di-searding an official record relating to an individual in the
care and custody of a state agency, which act has the
potential to detrinmentally affect the health, safety, or
wel fare of that individual, comrits a felony of the third
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or
s. 775.084. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term"care
and custody" includes, but is not Iimted to, a child abuse
protective investigation, protective supervision, foster care
and rel ated services, or a protective investigation or
protective supervision of a vulnerable adult, as defined in
chapter 39, chapter 409, or chapter 415.

(b) Any person who conmmits a violation of paragraph
(a) which contributes to great bodily harmto or the death of
an individual in the care and custody of a state agency
commits a felony of the second degree, punishable as provided
ins. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. For the purposes of
this paragraph, the term"care and custody" includes, but is
not limted to, a child abuse protective investigation,
protective supervision, foster care and rel ated services, or a
protective investigation or protective supervision of a
vul nerabl e adult, as defined in chapter 39, chapter 409, or

chapter 415.
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1 (c) Any person who knowingly falsifies, alters
2| destroys, defaces, overwites, renoves, or discards by
3 ; ; ; ; ;
4| discardinrg records of the Departnent of Children and Fanily
5| Services or its contract provider with the intent to conceal a
6| fact material to a child abuse protective investigation,
7| protective supervision, foster care and rel ated services, or a
8| protective investigation or protective supervision of a
9| vulnerable adult, as defined in chapter 39, chapter 409, or
10| chapter 415, conmits a felony of the third degree, punishable
11| as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. Nothing
12| in this paragraph prohibits prosecution for a violation of
13| paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) involving records described in
14| this paragraph.
15 (d) This section does not prohibit the disposing or
16| archiving of records as otherw se provided by law. In
17| addition, this section does not prohibit any person from
18| correcting or updating records.
19 Section 3. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
20| this act, this act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw.
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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