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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 1442
By Senator Baker

20- 1355- 07
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the screening of enpl oyees
of a transitional education progran anending
s. 393.0655, F.S.; providing that professiona
staff nenbers and enpl oyees of such program who
undergo | evel 2 background screening may not be
required by the district school board to
undergo an additional background screening if
the person neets certain requirenents;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 393.0655, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

393. 0655 Screening of direct service providers.--

(1) M N MUM STANDARDS. - - The agency shall require |eve
2 enpl oynment screening pursuant to chapter 435 for direct
service providers who are unrelated to their clients,

i ncl udi ng support coordinators, and nmanagers and supervi sors
of residential facilities or conprehensive transitiona
education progranms |icensed under this chapter and any other
person, including volunteers, who provide care or services,
who have access to a client's living areas, or who have access
to aclient's funds or personal property. Background screening
shal |l include enploynent history checks as provided in s.
435.03(1) and local crimnal records checks through |ocal |aw
enf orcenent agenci es.

(a) A volunteer who assists on an intermttent basis
for less than 40 hours per nonth does not have to be screened
if the volunteer is under the direct and constant visua
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supervi sion of persons who neet the screening requirements of
this section.

(b) Licensed physicians, nurses, or other
prof essionals |licensed and regul ated by the Departnent of
Heal th are not subject to background screening pursuant to
this section if they are providing a service that is within
their scope of licensed practice.

(c) A person selected by the fanmily or the individua
with devel opnental disabilities and paid by the fanmily or the
i ndi vidual to provide supports or services is not required to
have a background screeni ng under this section.

(d) Professional staff nenbers and enpl oyees of a

conprehensive transitional education programlicensed under

this chapter who are required to undergo | evel 2 backaground

screeni ng pursuant to this section nmay not be required by a

district school board to undergo an additional background

screening if such person submits to the district school board

evi dence that he or she neets the screening standards in s.

435.04 and his or her license or certificate is active and in

good standing if such person is a licensee or

certificatehol der.

(e)td Persons 12 years of age or older, including
famly menbers, residing with a direct services provider who
provi des services to clients in his or her own place of
resi dence are subject to background screening; however, such
persons who are 12 to 18 years of age shall be screened for
del i nquency records only.

(f)éey A direct service provider who is awaiting the
conpl eti on of background screening is tenporarily exenpt from
the screening requirements under this section if the provider
is under the direct and constant visual supervision of persons
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1| who neet the screening requirenents of this section. Such

2| exenption expires 90 days after the direct service provider

3| first provides care or services to clients, has access to a

4| client's living areas, or has access to a client's funds or

5| personal property.

6 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

7| Iaw.
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10 SENATE SUMVARY

11 Provi des that licensed professional staff nenbers and
enpl oyees of a transitional education program who have to

12 undergo | evel 2 background screening may not be required
to undergo an additional background screening by a

13 district school board as long as the person subnits the

1 background screening to the district school board.
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