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Fl orida Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1486
Bar code 193558
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm RCS
03/ 29/ 2007 11:18 AM

The Comm ttee on Environmental Preservation and Conservation

(Gaetz) recomended the foll ow ng anmendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Part IV of chapter 369, Florida Statutes,
consi sting of sections 369.401, 369.402, 369.403, and 369. 407,
is created to read

369.401 Short title.--This part may be cited as the

'"Florida Springs Protection Act."

369.402 Legislative intent.--

(1) The Legislature recognizes that the springs in

this state are a precious and fragile natural resource that

must _be protected. Florida' s springs provide recreational and

touri smopportunities and are a great financial benefit to

|l ocal economies. In addition, springs provide critical habitat

for _endangered or threatened species of plants and ani nals and

serve as indicators of the quality of groundwater resources in

gener al
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(2) The Legislature recognizes that a spring is only

as healthy as the water resources in its springshed. The

groundwat er that supplies springs is recharged by seepage from

the surface and through direct conduits such as sinkholes. As

a result, the health of spring systenms is directly influenced

by activities and | and uses within the springshed.

(3) The Legislature recognizes that springsheds and

areas of high vulnerability within springsheds are not clearly

del i neated and that, as the first step in adequately

protecting springs, the springsheds nust be delineated and

characteri zed using the best avail abl e data.

(4) The Legislature recognizes that the Departnent of

Environnental Protection, the water nanagenent districts, the

United States CGeol ogical Survey, and others have initiated

efforts to delineate the springsheds of this state's 33

first-magni tude springs.

(5) The Legislature recognizes that springshed

delineations and the | ocation of areas of high vulnerability

within springsheds are critical information needed by | oca

governments in the preparation of conprehensive plans and pl an

anendnents in order to provide for |and uses and protection

strategies that are conpatible with protection of quantity and

quality of groundwater recharge within a springshed.

369.403 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term

(1) "Hi gh vulnerability zone" neans the geographic

area within a springshed delineated by the Departnent of

Environnental Protection and the appropriate water nanagenent

district which contributes nost directly to the water quantity

and quality of the spring.

(2) "Spring" neans a point where groundwater is

di scharged onto the earth's surface, including under any
2
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surface water of the state, excluding seeps.

(3)  "Springshed" neans those areas within the

groundwat er _and surface water basins which contribute to the

di scharge of a spring.

367.407 Delineation of springsheds and high

vul nerability zones.--

(1) The Departnent of Environnental Protection, in

coordination with the water managenent districts and the

Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services, shall create

a priority list and schedule for delineation of the springshed

and high vulnerability zones within each springshed for this

state's 33 first-magni tude springs. The priority list and

schedul e shall include a consideration of:

(a) Wrk already conpl et ed;

(b) The degree of threat to the spring based on

existing water quality and water quantity inpacts.

(c) Projected devel opnent patterns; and

(d) Existing and reasonably expected fundi ng and

resources available to conplete the work.

(2) The Departnment of Environnmental Protection, in

coordination with the water nmanagenent districts and the

Departnent _of Agriculture and Consuner Services, shall devel op

criteria for the delineation of high vulnerability zones

within a springshed.

(3) By January 30, 2008, the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection shall subnmt a report to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives on the status of springshed

del i neati on whi ch includes:

(a) The status of the delineation of the springshed

and high vulnerability areas within each springshed for each
3
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of the 33 first-nmgnitude springs.

(b) The priority list and schedul e devel oped under

subsection (1).

(c) The criteria devel oped for the delineation of high

vul nerability zones within a springshed devel oped under

subsection (2).

(d) ldentification of any additional funding and

resources needed to conplete the delineation of the

springsheds and high vulnerability areas within each

springshed.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to springs; creating the
"Florida Springs Protection Act"; creating s.
369.402, F.S.; providing legislative intent;
creating s. 369.403, F.S.; defining terns;
creating s. 369.407, F.S.; prescribing duties
of the Departnment of Environnental Protection,
al one and in coordination with other
governmental entities, with respect to
protection of springs and surrounding | ands;
requiring a report; providing an effective

dat e.
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